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Executive Summary 

 

Rani-ki-Vav (the Queen's step well) is located 2 km north of the Patan City, Patan District Gujarat, India.  

 

Built in the 11th Century CE, by Queen Udayamati as a memorial to her deceased husband Solanki King, 

Bhimadeva (10- 1064 CE), it is a subterranean structure which marks the zenith in technological, engineering, 

architectural and artistic development of stepwell from a functional form to a distinct category of 

subterranean water architecture, evident only in North-Western region of the Indian Sub-continent.  

 

Also elaborately ornate by sculptures inspired from mythical lores and contemporary daily life and beliefs, the 

Vav was also a repository of faith.  

 

The construction of stepwells to tap ground water has evolved to distinct form of architecture in early 

medieval era in north-western frontiers of Indian Subcontinent where traditional communities in hot arid or 

semi- arid climatic zones identified presence of underground aquifers and ground water and devised 

techniques to protect and access it. As an evidence of an evolved engineering design, Rani-ki-Vav, shows 

perfection in manipulating a built volume of unique proportions into smaller spaces, frames and corridors that 

efficiently controls the microclimate, protects and stores ground water and achieves an aesthetic quality that 

is unparalleled to any other water structure.  

 

Rani-ki-Vav is oriented along the east-west axis, with the well in the west and the step-corridor in the east. 

Remains of a pillar base, at ground level, evidence the presence of a decorative ceremonial entrance (torana 

dwara). The torana consisted of two free standing pillars joined at their upper sections by an ornate arch. This 

entrance gives way to a descending passage, a stepped-corridor, which leads to the edge of the well via a large 

rectangular tank (kunda). The kunda was meant to receive overflow of water from the well. Along the passage 

are four multi-storeyed pillared pavilions (mandapas) which rise up to the ground level. The pavilions comprise 

of decorative pillars and pilasters in post-and-beam arrangement and offer additional spaces to house 

beautiful sculptures. Besides providing adequate support to the corridor, and acting as landings, the pavilions 

relieve the monotony of otherwise long passage providing at the same time a communal space for interaction. 

The monument is of  a maximum length of 70 m  from the remnant torana base to the extreme inner edge of 

the well shaft, maximum inner width, 20 m and a maximum depth 28 m in the well 
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 The site remained buried under the flood deposit from the River Sarasawti for more than 600 years until it 

started to be cleared up  by the  Archaeological Survey of India in the 1960s. Conservation and preservation 

was undertaken simultaneously to the excavation.  

 

With reference to current management of the property and taking into consideration past works, recent 

assessment and condition mapping and the state of conservation of the site, a Management Plan has been 

devised. This Management Plan proposes plan for a sustainable development of Rani-ki-Vav and its buffer.  

 

The purpose of this plan is to assure protection of the site for present and future generations, to ensure a proper 

sustainable management, ensure ongoing research, prevent any over-exploitation, ensure proper security for 

visitors and provide basic facilities for them and to establish guidelines to encourage a healthy development in 

the surrounding. It is to be highlighted that the document is a dynamic document subjected to comments and 

will be revised accordingly. A cycle of planning, implementation, monitoring evaluation is being proposed 

resulting in proper feedback for any improvement needed. 



Management Plan of Rani-ki-Vav 2013-17  

 

5 | P a g e  

 

1. Introduction  

1.1 Vision 
 

Vision statement   

 

To protect, conserve, preserve, promote and transmit the Outstanding Universal Values of Rani-ki-Vav 

(the Queen’s Stepwell) at Patan, Gujarat, through current management plan for the present and 

future generations. 

 

1.2 Aims of the Plan 

 To safeguard and enhance the Outstanding Universal Values of Rani-ki-Vav by managing, conserving 

and protecting it through an effective plan. 

 To promote awareness and understanding of the significance of the property and its buffer zone. 

 Sensitising the local community, and developing interest toward the cultural value of the site. 

 To encourage collaboration between all stakeholders and build a strong organisational partnership on 

local, national and international levels. 

 To identify economic and cultural benefits of the property and work with stakeholders and local 

community to maximise these benefits for sustainable development. 

 To outline a sustainable approach towards the conservation and maintenance of the site. 

 To establish guidelines for the future management of the site, so that special character of the site is 

maintained and enhanced. 

 To improve access to the site and enhance visitor experience and also identify future tourism needs 

and effects. 
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1.3 Status of the Plan 

The management plan of Rani-ki-Vav has been devised to follow the yearly system of undertaking 

maintenance of centrally protected monuments and sites by the ASI through its age-old established Revised 

Conservation Programmes (RCP’s). In the year 2011, a comprehensive management plan was devised to form 

the framework for future conservation work and which has been now updated following further field research 

of the property (4.68 ha) and its buffer (85.72 ha). The plan is proposed to remain valid for the next 5 years 

from 2013 to 2017. The Management Plan addresses concerns of the all stakeholders as it has been prepared 

after consultation with them. Since ASI is the sole owner of the proposed Property, there is no conflict of 

interest for its management. However, in the buffer zone there are multiple stakeholders, but the ASI has 

been frequently consulting them. No potential conflict of interest has been identified as yet.   

Though the Management Plan under reference does not have a legal status, yet as the property is listed under 

the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites Act, 1958, amended as the  Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2010 (henceforth AMASR Act 2010), it 

ensures a complete protection of the property and its immediate surroundings. The success of the 

Management is therefore without any apprehension. 

1.4 Preparation of the Plan 

The specific goals of 2013-2017 Management Plan of Rani-ki-Vav are to manage and ensure integrated 

conservation of tangible heritage and its cultural and natural environs, preservation of historical and cultural 

identity and also for preventing uncontrolled development and commercial exploitation of the Property. A 

comprehensive database of extensive and intensive research undertaken by ASI since its notification and 

several scholars over a period of time has resulted in a better understanding of the site, contributing greatly to 

the preparation of this plan. Aspects of research included socio-cultural, natural, geographical, 

anthropological, ethnographic, archaeological, context, and construction techniques. The extensive study and 

documentation helped identify the significant features of the site and the heritage values of its various 

components. Detailed photo documentation of exteriors and interiors including those of all architectural 

members, decorative works, patterns of decays, degree of deterioration and other structural problems  - have 

all helped augment the database. A topographic survey of the Property and its Buffer zone proved extremely 

helpful in delineating boundary of the cultural property for their present and future management.  

Rani-ki-Vav is entirely under the ownership and control of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), 

Government of India, enabling an easy and sustainable management of the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) 

of the proposed World Heritage Property. After consultation with archaeologists, conservators, archaeological 

engineers, archaeological chemists, conservation architects, and horticulturists, a perspective conservation 

plan covering the period 2013 to 2017 has been worked out. The plan for the Buffer Zone has been devised 

after consultation with stakeholders, whose inputs have been very useful. 

This management planning process has taken into account the following: 

 Research and response strategy to conservation needs of the property as per existing plans, policies, 

resources and opportunities at the command of the Archaeological Survey of India;  
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 Local knowledge systems, human resources, skills and materials ensuring capacity building;  

 Involvement of stakeholders and the local community in planning for and protecting the heritage 

resources in and surrounding the buffer;  

 Creation of a steady base for further sustainable development, giving priority to simple, incremental 

solutions to problems, that can easily be implemented within an existing framework;  

 Prevention and maintenance as a cost effective and sustainable strategy for management and 

conservation;  

 Ensuring benefits to local communities;  

 Creating awareness for national conservation policies and international conservation norms. 

The current management plan derives from definitions contained in International Conventions, Charters, 

Declarations, etc. It also integrates existing National and State level Acts, Rules framed thereto, Bylaws, 

customary practices adopted by ASI, and national and state level planning documents. Most of these 

guidelines, for the conservation, preservation, protection and presentation of nationally protected 

monuments and sites throughout the country, are mandatory in nature. The fundamental philosophy of 

minimum intervention has been adopted for the site’s holistic conservation, without compromising its 

authenticity and integrity. The successful collaboration between the stakeholders, both government and 

private, has aided in developing and finalising different aspects of this document. 

The management plan as a tool should ensure the following: 

 Partnership and optimal contribution by all parties in reaching the objectives of the plan; 

  Coherency of all activities developed at the site;   

 Optimum use of available resources;  

 All stakeholders must have a proper understanding of the factors threatening the site;   

 Continuity in management 

 

1.5 Structure of the Plan 

The management plan is structured as follows: 

Property Description and Significance: While locating the site in the geographical context, a brief description 

has been presented. The significance and value of Rani-ki-Vav lie in the virtuoso realising a subterranean 

structure of such a grand architecture, design and engineering which is not only unique to India but to the 

world.  

Evaluation of Key Management Issues: The section depicts the approach taken to evaluate the present 

Management of the site and illustrates the lacunas, while acknowledging the constraints and challenges of 

having the most ideal and feasible management for the site. 
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Future Management: Resulting from the previous analysis, the future overall management plan has been 

devised and is being proposed in relation to its nomination as a world heritage. 

Conservation Plan: A sub structure of the management plan, this section details out the conservation work 

undertaken so far, along with recent research and assessment undertaken on the site to devise the future 

conservation plan is also presented here.  

Visitor Management Plan: Up to now, the present managing body has been able to provide adequate facilities 

and services at the site. However, the flow of visitors on the site is increasing, and hence it became important 

to undertake an analysis of past visitors data, evaluate the trend and devise the future visitor management on 

the site. The proposal to enhance visitor experience is also outlined.  

Risk Preparedness Plan: The potential risk to which the site is exposed has been also taken into consideration 

and a plan has been devised accordingly to ensure a proper conservation of the site and attempt to safeguard 

its universal value. 

Buffer Zone Management: The zone delimited for further protection to the site has another entity in itself 

with the presence of several stakeholders. After a detailed assessment of the buffer region a proper 

management mechanism for the buffer has been proposed to further ensure collaboration among 

stakeholders.  

Plans and Budget Estimate for the next five years: Based on assessment of all the future works to be 

undertaken for the site from conservation to a provision of visitor facilities an estimate has been given for the 

next five years. 

Implementation of the Plan: The time frame and channel to execute the plan has also been proposed.  

The management plan will be carried out as per the structure above in the time frame set out under each 

objective. However, to implement the plan successfully, it needs to be followed closely and updated regularly.   
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2. Property Description and Significance  

2.1 Location 

Rani-ki-Vav is located 2 km east of the Patan City in Patan District of Gujarat India.  

 

Fig. 1: Location Map of Rani-ki-Vav 
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Fig. 2 Map of Property and Buffer Zone Boundaries  
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Fig. 3 Topographic Map of Property  
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Table 1: Geographical coordinates to the nearest seconds 

S. No. Rani-ki-Vav – Property 
proposed for nomination 

Direction Reference Point 
on Map 1.1 

Coordinates 

1. Property 

Monument and its 
immediate surrounding  

North-East A 23°51'36.555"N 
72°06'10.179"E 

South-East B 23°51'26.576"N 
72°06'11.373"E 

South-West C 23°51'26.844"N 
72°06'08.108"E 

North-West D 23°51'33.805"N  
72°06'03.280"E 

Central E 23°51'32.062"N    
72°06'07.935"E 

2. Buffer Zone 
 Protected area of the 

Sahastralinga Tank, and its 
minimum 100 m prohibited 
area as per the said Act. 

North-East F 23°51'41.756"N 
72°06'13.118"E 

South-East G 23°51'21.269"N 
72°06'17.285"E 

South-West H 23°51'30.372"N 
72°05'20.739"E 

North-West I 23°51'51.792"N 
72°05'28.424"E 

North J 23°51'50.581"N 
72°05'49.208"E 

 

Area 
Property  46782.33 sq. m    (4.68 ha.) 

Buffer zone:  857230.36 sq. m   (85.72 ha.) 

Total: 904012.69 sq. m   (90.40 ha.) 
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2.2 Brief Description 

Rani-ki-Vav (The Queen’s Stepwell) is a subterranean water structure, stepwell. The stepwell (vav) and its 

immediate surroundings covering a total area of 4.68 ha comprise the property. The property thus includes the 

entire subterranean monument with the entrance part, stepped corridor, with multi-storeyed pavilions, a tank 

(kund) and a well shaft and its immediate surroundings which have been landscaped into a garden. 

From the present ground level to the entrance gate (torana) base a series of modern steps to access the 

original level of entrance of the stepwell is provided, followed by the stepped corridor which leads to the first 

pavilion.  The first pavilion consists of two storeys and is joined to the second pavilion via next flight of steps in 

continuity. Since the stepwell gains depth, the second pavilion is provided with four storeys; the upper two 

corresponding with the level of two storeys of first pavilion. Further down, next flight of steps connects the 

second pavilion to the third one, which has six storeys. The third pavilion leads down to the fourth pavilion via 

an intermediary tank (kund) having along its edges turret-shaped steps. Finally, the fourth pavilion, which is 

the last pavilion with seven storeys, is attached to the well shaft. 

 

 
Fig. 4 Aerial view of Rani-ki-Vav 
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At Rani-ki-Vav, form followed function and norms assimilated exquisiteness to result in an architectural marvel 

of incomparable order. Here, while architectural and structural formulae provided constructional framework, 

walls and pillars were reinvigorated with sculptures and prosperity symbols elevating the monument to the 

finest expression of traditional Indian wisdom. Overall, Rani-ki-Vav stands witness to an exceptional human 

creative genius. 

 

 

Fig 5: Rani-ki-Vav 
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Fig. 6 Plan of Rani-ki-Vav, the Stepwell 
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Fig 7. Section facing North  
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Fig. 8 Section Facing East and West 
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2.3 Significance  

Rani-ki-Vav was an ambitious project of unique dimension, superiority of workmanship and wealth of 

sculpture built in the 11th century CE. It is an outstanding example of a magnificent and complex underground 

water monument termed stepwell. Inspired from evolved art idioms of contemporary temple art and 

architecture of the period, termed “Maru-Gurjara style”, Rani-ki-Vav presents a well-conceived and highly 

developed architectural form of a linear stepwell.  It was built by Queen Udayamati, in memory of her 

deceased husband, Solanki King Bhimadeva I (1022-64 CE). 

Rani-ki-Vav includes all features of a fully developed stepwell and is profusely decorated with sculptures and 

carvings of great quality inspired from a wide range of Indian mythical lores and day-to-day’s mundane life, 

adding greatly to the sanctity of the structure. Together, all these attributes make the vav a landmark 

testimony in the category of subterranean architectural typology.  

The original architectural features; architectural members, exquisitely carved stone statuary, in some cases 

original traces of paints, and naturalistic and geometric patterns, all reflecting inspirations and aesthetic values 

of the socio-religious environment of the time, are well preserved within the defined and original parameters 

of Rani-ki-Vav.  

By blending functional facets with esteemed cultural tradition, Rani-ki-Vav represents a socio-cultural product 

of wisdom in reminding societies to respect and save water, a valuable but finite natural heritage resource. 

Together, all the components represent the socio-cultural environment of the period and deeply rooted time-

honoured ideals of ancient Indian science, engineering, art, architecture and philosophy.  

The uniqueness of Rani-ki-Vav lies not only in its monumental scale and sculptural representation but in the 

creative genius of its builders in transforming a simple utility space into an iconic monument of unprecedented 

concept and design. By all standards Rani-ki-Vav is a magnificent water Vav   and a significant threshold in 

water management history of human kind. 

 In the current global context, Rani-ki-Vav is a perfect example from the past to inspire human mind to 

maintain a sustainable relationship with natural resources.  

 

The human creative genius of portraying engineering, art and architecture in an integrated ensemble to the 

near perfection makes Rani-ki-Vav of an Outstanding Universal Value. The Outstanding value of Rani-ki-Vav lies 

in the human creative genius of portraying engineering, art, architecture, sanctity and life sustaining message 

in an integrated ensemble to the near perfection.  

The uniqueness of Rani-ki-Vav lies not only in its monumental scale and sculptural representation but in the 

creative genius of its builders in transforming a simple utility space into an iconic monument of unprecedented 

concept and design. By all standards Rani-ki-Vav is a magnificent water Vav and a significant threshold in water 

management history of human kind. 

By blending functional facets with esteemed cultural tradition, Rani-ki-Vav represents a socio-cultural product 

of wisdom in reminding societies to respect and save water, a valuable but finite natural heritage resource. 
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In the current global context, Rani-ki-Vav is a perfect example from the past to inspire human mind to 

maintain a sustainable relationship with natural resources.  

The human creative genius of portraying engineering, art and architecture in an integrated ensemble to the 

near perfection makes Rani-ki-Vav of an Outstanding Universal Value.  

The OUV of Rani-ki-Vav lies in the human creative genius of portraying/bringing engineering, art, architecture, 

sanctity and life sustaining message in an integrated ensemble to the near perfection. 

The stepwell was devastated by the floods of river Saraswati, most probably at the turn of the thirteenth 

century CE and the biggest part of it remained buried until the scientific clearance undertaken by the 

Archaeological Survey of India in the 1960s. Gradual clearing was followed by detailed documentation and 

conservation and the monument is now in a good state of preservation and well-maintained within a delimited 

protected area. 

The stepwell was declared a protected monument in 1936 under the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act 

1904 and was further substantiated under the provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites 

and Remains Act, 1958, amended as the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains 

(Amendment and Validation) Act, 2010. The nominated property continues to profit from the said legal 

instrument in place both for its perpetual maintenance and management. 

A buffer zone has been delimited around the Property and is an 85.72 ha including another protected 

archaeological site the Excavated Portions of Ancient Sahasralinga Tank  (Talao).  Apart from the protected 

zone, the buffer mainly consists of agricultural lands.  

 

 

 



Management Plan of Rani-ki-Vav 2013-17  

 

20 | P a g e  

 

3. Evaluation of Key Management Issues 

3.1 Present Ownership and Managing Body 

At present, the entire area proposed for nomination is the sole property of the Central Government of India. It 

is under the direct control and management of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), Ministry of Culture, 

Government of India. Its management lies under the responsibility of the ASI, through its Vadodara Circle 

office which channels its work through the Patan sub-circle office and subsequently to the site office.  

3.2 Existing Policies and Legal Framework 

The proposed property is protected and managed under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 

Remains Act, 1958 (AMASR Act), amended as the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains 

(Amendment and Validation) Act, 2010, and Rules framed thereunder.  

The property is notified since 19th August 1936, and entirely under the control and management of the 

Director General, Archaeological Survey of India, Government of India, which is being exercised through the 

local office of the Superintending Archaeologist, Archaeological Survey of India, Vadodara Circle, Vadodara, 

Gujarat (India) There is a plan to develop an interpretation centre and an Archaeological Site Museum at the 

site, for which land is available. With a view to protecting, conserving and propagating the property's 

Outstanding Universal Values, and to contribute towards a sustainable development for the current as well as 

and future generations, the ASI has been maintaining continuous liaison with the State authorities, in 

particular with the Directorate of State Archaeology, Government of Gujarat, and Tourism Corporation of 

Gujarat Limited, so far it has been quite rewarding.  

The Ancient Monument and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 (AMASR Act), amended as the Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2010, has been recently 

amended to effectively take care of monuments under the Archaeological Survey of India. The Act clearly 

delineates the 100 metres around protected limit of the monument as Prohibited Area (corresponding to the 

buffer of the proposed property) where no construction is allowed and a further limit of 200 metres, the 

regulated area, which is managed by the newly constituted National Monument Authority (NMA) under the 

provisions of AMASR Act 2010. For all the properties lying in the periphery of 100 m surrounding the protected 

area no new construction is allowed (but for those that constitute public utilities), and further beyond the 

prohibition area, up to 200 m in all direction, any new construction will be granted permission only with the 

express approval of a newly formed constitutional authority, designated as the National Monument Authority. 

However, the Antiquities and Art Treasure Act, 1972, currently in force, is under amendments which will finally 

further improve the protection scenario of antiquities and art treasures of the country as well as the 

nominated property.  

Subjects relating to the cultural and natural heritage figure in the Concurrent List of the Constitution of India. 

Both the Central Government and the State Government legislate and formulate policies and programme on 

the subject. At present, the major Central Acts having a direct bearing on cultural and natural heritage issues 

of the Rani-ki-Vav, a site of tentative World Heritage status since 1998, are the following:  
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 The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1958, amended as the Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Act 2010  

 The Antiquities and Art Treasure Act 1972  

 The Environment (Protection) Act 1986  

 These Central Acts are supported by a number of State Acts, Laws and other statutes concerning the 

cultural (built) and forest (environmental) heritage. Concerning the subject of cultural heritage, the 

main State Acts are:  

 The Gujarat Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1965  

 Gujarat Town Planning and Urban Development Act, 1976 

The 73rd Amendment Act 1992 of the Constitution of India on Panchayats (village councils in India), which 

adds as 11th Schedule in the Constitution, has eight entries (viz. 2, 3, 6, 7, 11, 12, 15 and 29), that are linked to 

environment and conservation. Similarly entry 8 of the 12th Schedule added to the Constitution by the 74th 

Amendment Act 1992 for constitution of urban and local bodies assigns the function of “Protection of 

environment and promotion of ecological effects” to these bodies. Since the Vav  has been inscribed in the 

WHL under criteria (iii), (iv), (v), and (vi), and the definition of   is beyond protected monuments to cover the 

entire archaeological area – all cultural resource contents underground and standing, open areas, trade 

routes, water bodies contained by the built heritage, etc. of around 4240.63 ha, which include both Core and 

Buffer Zone areas, and the whole area being cradled in a natural landscape -  the above mentioned 

developments have a direct and successful bearing on managing the conservation state of the site under 

reference.   

Further, subject to the provisions of the Gujarat Town Planning and Urban Development Act 1976There is a 

very recent major step forward with the introduction of " Heritage Regulations" in to the GDCR ( General 

Development Control Regulations) in the State of Gujarat for most cities & towns. With this introduction - the 

Heritage Assets are brought directly into the Planning Process. It is mandatory for Towns & Cities to List 

Heritage under this Regulation & also Grade the same. The path breaking aspect is that Heritage is all 

encompassing in its definition and it clearly stated that " This regulation will apply to those buildings, artifacts, 

structures, areas & precincts having aesthetic and/or architectural and/or cultural and/or environmental 

significance (hereafter referred to as listed heritage buildings & listed heritage precincts) and natural areas of 

scenic beauty including but not limited to sacred groves, hills, hillocks, water bodies( and areas adjoining the 

same) open areas, wooded areas ( herein referred to as Natural Features) which will be listed in a notification 

to be issued by the Government". This is an unprecedented Legislation & mechanism brought into the Urban 

Planning & Development Process. 

Thus, the above legal framework, coupled with the effective monitoring both by the Centre and the State, has 

been able to control the growing trends of encroachment upon the cultural property,  deforestation, pollution 

and so on, of the natural property of the Vav  to an appreciable extent. The entire nominated area of the Vav   

is therefore, as a rule, intact since the year of its inscription. This has led to continual sustenance of the OUVs 

of the site through these years.  

Besides defining meaning of relevant terms, the salient features of the AMASR Act, 1958, amended as the 

AMASR (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2012, are as under: 
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Table 2: Sections in the AMASR Act, 1958, amended in 2010 

Sections AMASR Act, 1958 

3. Certain ancient monuments, etc., deemed to be of national importance 

4. Power of Central Government to declare ancient monuments, etc., to be of national importance 

5. Acquisition of rights in a protected monument (through purchase, or on lease of, or as a gift or 

bequest of, any protected monument.)  

6. Preservation of protected monument by agreement. 

7. Owners under disability or not in possession. 

8. Application of endowment to repair a protected monument. 

9. Failure or refusal to enter into an agreement. 

10. Power to make order-prohibiting contravention of agreement under section 6. 

11. Enforcement of agreement. 

12. Purchasers at certain sales and persons claiming through owner bound by 

13. Instrument executed by owner. 

14. Acquisition of protected monuments. 

15. Maintenance of certain protected monuments. 

16 Voluntary contributions. 

17. Protection of place of worship from misuse, pollution or desecration. 

18. Relinquishment of government rights in a monument. 

19. Right of access to protected monuments 

20 Power to acquire a protected area under the Land Acquisition Act, 1894. 

20A Declaration of prohibited area (up to 100 m area in all directions from the protected limits of a 

monument), and carrying out public work or other works in prohibited area. (AMASR (A&V) Act, 

2010) 

20B Declaration of regulated area in respect of every protected monument. (AMASR (A&V) Act, 2010) 

20C Application for repair or renovation in prohibited area, or construction or re-construction or repair 
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or renovation in regulated area.( AMASR (A&V) Act, 2010) 

21. Grant of license by Director General, ASI, for excavations in protected areas 

22. Grant of license by Director General, ASI, excavations in areas other than protected areas. 

23. Compulsory purchase of antiquities, etc., discovered during excavation operations. 

24. Excavations etc., for archaeological purposes. 

25. Power of Central Government to control moving of Antiquities. 

26. Purchase of antiquities by Central Government.  

 

With a view to strengthening the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, and 

impose stringent punishment on the violators of the Act's provisions, the Government of India enacted 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2010, on 29th 

March 2010. For the purpose of managing the surrounding environment of a centrally protected monument 

and site, this Act lays down:   

On and from the 16th day of June, 1992, after section 20 of the principal Act (AMASR Act, 1958), the 

following section shall be inserted and shall be deemed to have been inserted, namely — 

PROHIBITED AND REGULATED AREAS 

“20A. Every area, beginning at the limit of the protected area or the protected monument, as the case 

may be, and extending to a distance of one hundred metres in all directions shall be the prohibited area 

in respect of such protected area or protected monument: 

Provided that the Central Government may, on the recommendation of the Authority, by notification in 

the Official Gazette, specify an area more than one hundred metres to be the prohibited area having  

regard to the classification of any protected monument or protected area, as the case may be, under 

section 4A.  

(2) Save as otherwise provided in section 20C, no person, other than an archaeological officer, shall 

carry out any construction in any prohibited area...  

(5) In a case where the Central Government or the Director-General, as the case may be, is satisfied 

that— 

(a) it is necessary or expedient for carrying out such public work or any project essential to the public; 

or 

(b) such other work or project, in its opinion, shall not have any substantial adverse impact on the 

preservation, safety, security of, or, access to, the monument or its immediate surrounding.., 
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On and from the 16th day of June, 1992, after section 20Aof the principal Act, the following section shall be 

inserted and shall be deemed to have been inserted, namely:— 

"20B. Every area, beginning at the limit of prohibited area in respect of every ancient monument and 

archaeological site and remains, declared as of national importance under sections 3 and 4 and 

extending to a distance of two hundred metres in all directions shall be the regulated area in respect of 

every ancient monument and archaeological site and remains: 

Provided that the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify an area more 

than two hundred metres to be the regulated area having regard  

'20C. (1) Any person, who owns any building or structure, which existed in a prohibited area before the 

16th day of June, 1992, or, which had been subsequently constructed with the approval of the Director-

General and desires to carry out any repair or renovation of such building or structure, may make an 

application to the competent authority for carrying out such repair or renovation, as the case may be. 

(2) Any person, who owns or possesses any building or structure or land in any regulated area, and 

desires to carry out any construction or re-construction or repair or renovation of such building or 

structure on such land, as the case may be, may make an application to the competent authority for 

carrying out construction or re-construction or repair or renovation, as the case may be. 

On the lines of AMASR Act, 1958, The Government of Gujarat enacted an Act on 19th November 1965, 

called the Gujarat Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1965 (25 of 1965),   

to make better provision for the preservation of ancient and historical monument and records and 

archaeological sites and remains (other than those declared to be of national importance) in the State 

of Gujarat and for matters connected with the purposes mentioned above. For the purpose of 

maintaining environment of the State protected monuments and sites, its sections 14 and 15 enjoins:  

14. Declaration of prohibited or regulated area.—After the expiry of one month from the date of 

the notification under rule 14 and after considering the objections, if any, received within the said 

period, the State Government may declare, by notification in the Official Gazette, the area 

specified in the notification under rule 14 or any part of such area, to be prohibited area, or, as the 

case may be, a regulated area for the purposes of mining operation or construction or both.  

15. Effect of declaration of prohibited or regulated area.—No person other than an archaeological 

officer shall undertake any mining operation or any construction— 

(a) in a prohibited area, or 

(b) in a regulated area, except under and in accordance with the terms and conditions of a licence 

granted by the Collector. 

Further, the Act 1965 also makes provisions for defining any area comprising or adjacent to the site of State 

protected monument and site as the “controlled area” to prohibit or restrict or control the construction, visual 

impact, etc.: 

17. (1) If the State Government is of opinion that for the purpose of preserving the reasonable 

amenities of any protected monument, it is necessary so to do, the State Government may, subject to 
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the provisions of this section, by notification in the Official Gazette, in respect of any area comprising or 

adjacent to the site of such monument specified in such notification (hereinafter referred to as "the 

controlled area") 

 

(a)   prohibit or restrict the construction, erection or execution of building, structure and other works 

above ground within the controlled area, or the alteration or extension of any such buildings, 

structures, or works in such manner as materially to affect their external appearance;  

(b) prescribe the position, height, size design, materials, colour and screening and otherwise regulate 

the external appearance of buildings, structures and other works above ground within the controlled 

area; 

(c)  Require any local authority— 

(i)   to construct any approach road to any protected monument, or 

(ii)  to demolish any public convenience vesting in it, that is to say, a latrine, urinal, dustbin, rubbish 

dump and the like, located close to or in the vicinity of any protected monument; 

(d)  prohibit or restrict the felling of trees within the controlled area; 

(e)  otherwise restrict the use of land within the controlled area to such extent as is necessary for the 

purpose of preserving the reasonable amenities of the protected monument ; 

(f)  provide for such matters as appear to the State Government to be incidental to or consequential on 

the foregoing provisions of this section, or to be necessary for giving effect to those provisions. 

 

Further integral aspect of country’s rich cultural (archaeological) heritage antiquities and art treasures, created 

by human genius in the past, and which travel far and wide as chrono-cultural denominations. They are thus 

critical in their own measure in throwing a welcome light on our cultural past. The Antiquities and Art 

Treasures Act, 1972, enacted to regulate export trade in antiquities and art treasures, to provide for the 

prevention of smuggling of, and fraudulent dealings in, antiquities, to provide for the compulsory acquisition 

of antiquities and art treasures for preservation in public places and to provide for certain other matters 

connected therewith or incidental or ancillary thereto, defines ‘antiquity’ and ‘art treasure’ as follows:  

(i) any coin, sculpture, painting, epigraph or other work of art or craftsmanship;  

(ii) any article, object or thing detached from a building or cave;  

(iii) any article, object or thing illustrative of science, art, crafts, literature, religion, customs, 
morals or politics in bygone ages;  

(iv) any article, object or thing of historical interest;  
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(v) any article, object or thing declared by the Central Government by notification in the Official 
Gazette to be an antiquity for the purposes of this Act.  

which has been in existence for not less than one hundred years, and  

(vi)  any manuscript, record or other document which is of scientific, historical, literary or aesthetic 

value and which has been in existence for not less than seventy-five years; (b) “art treasure” 

means any human work of art, not being an antiquity, declared by the Central Government by 

notification in the Official Gazette, to be an art treasure for the purposes of this Act having 

regard to its artistic or aesthetic value:  

Provided that no declaration under this clause shall be made in respect of any such work of art 

so long as the author thereof is alive. 

In addition to the above mentioned two legislations enacted by the Centre, the Indian Treasure Trove Act, 

1878, is also operative for the purpose of acquisition of chance discoveries that defines ‘treasure’ as ‘anything 

of any value hidden in the soil, or in anything affixed thereto’.  Under this Act, the role of Collector is to receive 

notice from the finder of treasure and decide the ownership of the treasure.  The Collector may also acquire 

the treasure on behalf of the Government or can divide the treasure or its value between the owner of the 

place and the finder in the ratio of 25 and 75 %. 
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3.3 Opportunities and constraints for future Management 

SWOT Analysis  

As a management of Rani-ki-Vav is already in place it was important to evaluate the present situation before 

proceeding for future plans. SWOT analysis, a helpful matrix for evaluating strengths and weaknesses and to 

identify threats and opportunities has also been undertaken for Rani-ki-Vav. Useful in any occupational 

context, the SWOT analysis has been guiding & carving a sustainable role in all efforts to undertake the 

management endeavour, and plan dynamic actions accordingly up to now.  

 

Table 3: SWOT Analysis data 

Sectors Strength Weakness Opportunity Threats 

Funds No dearth of funds. The Government is sole 
fund resource and the 
site is not self-
sustainable (economic) 

Develop policy for 
fund raising. 

. 

Human resources A basic structure for 
human resource already 
exists. 

-Limited creativity. 
‐ Limited staff 
Motivation. 
‐ Conflicting and 
problematic 
management structure 
-Staffs are not 
adequately trained 

-Encourage and draw 
on in‐house expertise. 
-Undertake capacity 
building. 

-Staff migration. 

Legislation -The Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites 
and Remains Act, 1958, 
amended as the Ancient 
Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and 
Remains (Amendment 
and Validation) Act, 2010, 
which ensure the 
protection of the site in its 
integrity 

 -Interact with learned 
people for better 
management of the 
Rani-ki-Vav, and its 
buffer zone and 
environs even beyond.  
-A greater 
collaboration between 
central and local 
authorities 

-Poor support 
from affected 
parties. 

Built fabric -All sculptures and 
architectural member 
exist in their original 
contexts. 

-All the sculptures are 
presently at the mercy 
of climate as it is an 
open structure 
-The structure and 
sculptures are made of 
sandstone which 
degradation is fast in 
relation to the present 
open context of the 
structure. 
-The inventory is difficult 
to complete in all 
respects as per original 
scheme of things. 
-Not enough technical 
and trained staffs 

 -Continuously 
suffering from 
weathering. 

Site presentation -Availability of -Inadequate -Up-gradation and -Too much 
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signage. 
-Existence of an open 
pleasant garden around 
the site to reduce visitor 
fatigue 

Interpretation of 
monuments. 
-No guides. 
-Lack of 
educational 
material 
 

development of  
facilities 
(customer care, etc.). 
-Instituting site 
interpretation 
Centre 
Train guides 

commercialization 
-Inadequate 
professional 
execution.  
 
 

Social 
environment 

-Enough space around the 
site for get-togethers, 
group discussions 
-Some involvement of 
locals   

-Lack of staffing to deal 
with the social context 
around the site 
-Inadequate community 
Involvement 

-Create Social 
Network   
-Willingness of local 
community to get 
involved in monument 
management. 

-May temper with 
conservation 
-May exceed the 
carrying capacity 
of site 
 

Education 
Research 

-Outstanding sculptures 
and monument elements 
are in their original 
context. 
 
Represent a wealth for 
research and education 

-Not enough facilities, 
amenities which can 
support research 
-No on site literary 
material for educational 
purpose 

-Develop and publish 
educational material 
-Provide facilities for 
research 
Make the site more 
accessible for research 

-Over exploitation 

Tourism -One of the 
major tourist 
attractions in Gujarat. 
-Another water structure, 
Sahasralinga Tank 
 
 

-Uncoordinated tour 
guiding system. 
-Large and detail site 
with many minor factors 
to be closely monitored 

-Creating local tourist 
market 
-Increase in visitors 
(local and 
foreign) 
-Co‐operation with 
tour 
operators 
-Availability of tourism 
training 
Colleges 
-Good tourism 
infrastructure 
-Promote the site as 
one major tourist 
attraction 

-May impact on 
conservation  
-May exceed 
carrying capacity 
 

Cultural 
awareness 

-Strategic 
Location 
-Long opening 
hours from sun-rise to sun 
set  through 
the year 
-Easy accessibility 
-Site open for group 
discussions and 
educational program 

-Lack of marketing plan 
-Lack of on-site activities 
-Lack of any educational 
and public awareness 
program 

-Advertising through 
various 
media  
-Produce brochures 
internet etc. 
-Have trained guides 
-Devise educational 
and public awareness 
program 

- 

As reflected from the SWOT analysis, the Rani-ki-Vav is a cultural asset which is full of opportunities for 

cultural tourism and heritage promotion. However, as noted above these opportunities have not been fully 

optimised yet. The main constraints reflected from this analysis are the lack of staff and trained personnel for 

the maintenance, management and promotion of the site.  
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4. Future Management 

4.1 Requirements and Proposals 

After having evaluated the management needs of Rani-ki-Vav and consultation with experts and stakeholders, 

a future management plan is devised and proposed. This plan takes into consideration needs of the site in 

terms of proper management of the Property and its Buffer Zone in the future besides ensuring that goals of 

preserving and promoting its Outstanding Universal Values are achieved.  

The following points are considered in the future management of the site: 

 Undertake conservation and preservation of the site 

Conserve the original setting of tentative WHP to a feasible extent and encourage appropriate 

and sensitive development. 

Ensure that the built heritage, within property and buffer zone of the WHS, is conserved 

utilizing authentic materials, styles and techniques. 

Devise and implement a long term programme of basic repairs and necessary treatments on 

sculptures and other parts of Rani-ki-Vav. 

Develop and maintain the landscaped areas of the property while ensuring that it does not 

negatively impact the Outstanding Universal Values of the site. 

Further develop high standards to curate the site. 

 Support on-going human resource development for the maintenance and management of Rani-ki-Vav 

Have well trained personnel from various fields of archaeology, heritage conservation and 

management, engineering, art and architecture and tourism. 

Devise policies for an effective management of Rani-ki-Vav and its buffer. 

Ensure that future reviews of national, regional and local plan policies do not negatively 

impact on the site. 

Ensure that policies connected with the protection of a WHS and its setting is well devised and 

implemented.  

 Encourage and Promote research on the site and in the buffer  

Undertake further historic and archaeological research within the buffer and beyond. 

Continue to develop and implement quality research and management of regional 

archaeology. 
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Continue to undertake and implement the quinquennial inspections for Rani-ki-Vav and 

adjoining heritage monuments. 

Undertake research for the geomorphological and geological characterization of the site and 

the region. 

Research and document the intangible qualities and significance of Rani-ki-Vav and other 

heritage monuments around. 

Research the effectiveness of communicating intangible values, qualities and significances to 

contemporary society while creating and implementing a strategy for the conservation of the 

intangible values, qualities, and significance of the property and Buffer Zones. 

 Use of site for education 

Continue to support and enhance the high quality of educational experience at the WHS in a 

manner that it is inclusive and accessible to all 

Examine ways to coordinate and strengthen educational provision at the Property, through 

shared skills, knowledge, promotion and resources 

Seek greater links between the Property and local schools and World Heritage in general 

 Promotion of the site and develop outreach programmes 

Continue to monitor and develop awareness of the built heritage resource to ensure that 

there is a sustainable development  around while identifying any potential negative impact 

and addressing it  

Organize cultural awareness and outreach programmes in collaboration with other 

stakeholders including State Government Departments, and educational institutions 

Organize exhibitions, drawing competition, debates on Heritage topics, photography 

competitions and organize Heritage walks 

Raise awareness of cultural heritage 

 Encourage Publications  

Implement a programme of publication and dissemination of research regarding the property 

Publish various reports and guidebooks for sharing information across all the archaeological 

repositories in the country to attract talented scholars 

Ensure that publications are more accessible and understandable to the general public 

 Encourage further Collaboration 
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Maintain the relationship between ASI, Gujarat State Govt., and local authorities for the 

betterment of the site 

Establish a World Heritage Site Coordinating Committee at state level comprising 

Archaeological Survey of India and Gujarat State Government officers and any other necessary 

body or institution which is required can be co-opted whenever necessary  

Work with NGOs and local tourism organizations to integrate the Property within local and 

regional tourism strategies to ensure that the regional benefits as a tourism driver is 

maximized 

Collaborate with the locals for a sustainable development and upgrade the surroundings 

 Improve Site access 

Improve visitor information available at the bus and train stations, including the second phase 

of the railway station improvements 

Explore the provision of further transport services between the stations and the Property 

Improve access between the bus and rail stations and the Property and encourage 

improvement of facilities and information available at the stations 

 Develop a stronger heritage visitor experience 

Continue to develop a coordinated high quality sustainable visitor experience at the site, 

which does not impact negatively on the Outstanding Universal Values  

Conduct basic study to determine the profile of visitors and pattern of visitation to the site. 

Improve visitor management, access, movement, orientation and facilities within the Property 

and its environs 

Support plans to develop tourism ensuring that it is in line with the conservation of the 

Outstanding Universal Value of the WHS 

Develop monitoring procedures to regularly assess the impact of visitor on the WHS 

 Ensure a sustainable development of the site and make sure that the locals benefits from it  

Maintain, enhance and support community access and activities in the WHS 

Increase the use of the site as a local and regional icon 

Maximize the benefits to be brought to the region by the sustainable and appropriate use of 

the site and visitor attractions 

Research the physical, intellectual, social and organization barriers, Identify and remove 

physical, social, organizational and intellectual barriers 
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 Undertake proper Monitoring and update and upgrade the management as per requirements 

Monitoring and periodical review of risk monitoring process 

Monitor the site on a regular basis using agreed indicators 

 

4.2 Administrative and Technical Staffing for Site Management 

Presently, the Property has a minimum number of staffs to ensure the conservation and management. A 

better technical work force is being proposed for the future. The table below gives the present state along 

with the future requirements. 

 
Table 4: Staffing at Rani-ki-Vav – Existing and Proposed 

 Type of Expertise  Role & Responsibility  Present  
Strength 

Total  
Requirement  

To be  
appointed  

Part/Full  
Time  

1.  Site Manager To manage and overlook all activities 
related to the site 

0 1 1 Full 
Time 

2.  Archaeologist  To watch and maintain its OUV 0 1 1 Part 
time  

3.  Conservationist To undertake conservation work on 
site  

1 2  1 Full 
Time  

4.  Conservation 
Engineer 

To monitor the conservation work 
along with the conservation architect 
and supervise work of onsite 
conservationist 

0 1 1 Full 
Time 

5.  Conservation 
Architect 

To monitor the conservation work 
along with the conservation  engineer 
and supervise work of onsite 
conservationist 

0 1 1 Part 
time 

6.  Public Relation 
Officer/ Outreach 
Officer  

To lead out matter pertaining to 
tourism development and public 
relation with awareness generation 
and undertake educational activities 

0 1 1 Full 
Time  

7.  Photographer  Video and photographic 
documentation of monument at 
regular interval and during 
conservation etc. 

0 1 1 Part 
Time  

8.  Surveyor Up keep and maintaining Land record 
and surveying of entire property with 
its buffer, coordination with land 
matter to other department  

0 1 1 Part 
Time  

9.  Draughtsman  Preparing and maintaining of drawing 
and archival records etc.  

0 1 1 Part 
Time  

10.  Curator Maintaining of site museum, sculpture 
shed and its records   

0 1 1 Part 
time 

11.  Ticket booking Issuing of  ticketing to the domestic 1 2 3 Full 
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Staff  and foreign tourist and up keeping of 
tourist record and financial earns , VIP 
visits, Protocols etc. 

Time  

12.  Guide To conduct guided visits and work 
with the outreach officer for 
educational activities 

0 8 8 Full  
time 

13.  Monument 
attendant/ 
Maintenance 
officer 

Regular watch and ward, up keeping 
of the monument, work with 
conservationist 

4 8 4 Full 
Time  

14.  Cleaning 
Personnel  

Daily cleaning of the monument and 
sweeping of the washroom and 
lavatory, picking up garbage etc. 

1 4 3 Full 
Time  

15.  Security 
personnel 

Provide security to the monuments 
from un wanted inter-tourist damage , 
vandalism, protection of garden and 
tourist facility, maintaining peaceful 
visit to tourist outside and below 
ground level for enjoying heritage 
value 

5 15 10 Full 
Time  

16.  Garden Staff 
/Horticulturist  

Maintaining of garden, Lawn, trees 
and plant in the garden  

3 5 2 Full 
Time  

17.  Staffs for interpretation centre to be devised accordingly once the concept is finalised 

 

The staffing requirement will be based on the present requirement of property and its buffer, which is subject 

to change as per further approval and policy of the department. 

A joint workshop was organized on Rani-ki-Vav by the ASI and Centre for Environmental Planning and 

Technology (CEPT), Ahmedabad, in October 2008. In one of the useful suggestions, it was transpired that a 

Task Force Committee under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Government of Gujarat, should be formed 

in the same way as for the site of Dholavira, termed as the ‘Task Force for Integrated Development Plan of 

Rani-ki-Vav’. In the near future, ASI will work on these terms in order to ensure the integrated development of 

surrounding area of the Vav. 
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5. Conservation Plan 

5.1 Conservation History 

Rani-ki-Vav has a long conservation history. The work on this site started in the early 20th century. 

Scientific clearance of the site accompanied with the simultaneous conservation works, which were 

realized despite several limitations. The table below summarises of the work undertaken since. 

 

Table 5: Conservation History of Rani-ki-Vav 

Year Description of works 

1937-38 Conservation Works: The extant portion of the stepwell was selected for repairs in 1937-

38. Both the sides to the east of it, which had been depleted of their stone-work and 

consisted of debris or earth only, were turned into turfed slopes, with a foot-path running 

round them for the convenience of visitors. The carved pilasters are out of plumb, so it was 

not safe to try to set them right. The debris towards the north-east at the top of the south-

east side required leveling and turfing. A retaining wall was needed to be made it safe. The 

Vav extended to the east where the main entrance existed. (ARADi 1937-38: 3).  

1937-38 Conservation Works: A large amount of debris lying in front of the Rani-ki-Vav was 

removed, and the bases of the colonnade were exposed. The columns and other material 

were removed from this stepwell some years ago, mostly leaving behind the back portion 

of the stepped well. Clearance at the top of the Vav was effected simultaneously with the 

work of conservation done during the year (ARAD 1937-38 : 18). 

1963-64 Conservation Works: The debris accumulating in the passage leading to the shaft of the 

well was removed, exposing a part of the two side-walls which had so long remained 

concealed (IAR 1963-64: 117). 

1964-65 Excavation Works: Dr. R. Subrahmanyam, assisted by Shri K. P. Gupta and Shri D. I. 

Kishnani of the Western Circle of the Survey, carried out a small-scale excavation to the 

south of the Rani-ki- Vav, completely exposing the lowest sculptured gallery having deep 

niches in between, The sculptures consist mainly of female figures either dancing or 

playing on musical instruments. Besides, the standing images of Siva and Brahma with his 

consort are superb examples of the plastic art of the eleventh-twelfth centuries A.D  

(IAR 1964-65: 12).   

1969-70 Preservation Works: Loose sculptures and stones accumulated inside the well were 

lifted. The dilapidated side walls were set right and their sculptures fixed in position (IAR 

1969-70: 103).  

1970-71 Preservation Works: The work of removing a huge pile of loose sculptures and stones, 

taken up in the previous year (1969-70, p. 103), was continued. The northern side wall, 

which was in a dilapidated condition, has been set right and its loose sculpture set in 

position (IAR  1970-71: 96).  

1971-72 Preservation Works: In continuation of earlier work (1970-71, p. 96), the huge pile of 

stones and loose sculptures were, removed. Both the northern and southern side-walls, 

which were in a dilapidated condition, were set right and loose sculptures set in position 
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(IAR 1971-72: 118).  

1972-73 Site Clearance Works: Clearance work here by the Archaeological Survey, as a part of 

conservation, revealed sculptures of surasundaris and a long frieze of miniature deities 

(IAR 1972-73: 58). 

1972-73 Preservation Works: Further desilting and debris clearance of Vav was taken up and few 

panels bearing elegant sculptures were exposed (IAR 1972-73: 93). 

1972-73 Preservation Works: The silt and the fallen members of the well were removed from 

inside. The damaged and missing ashlar masonry was replaced matching with the original 

(IAR 1973-74: 80). 

1973-74 Preservation Works: The work of restoration of fallen masonry, which was held up due to 

the flooding of the well by rain water is now in progress (IAR 1977-78: 132). 

1977-78 Preservation Works: Restoration of the fallen masonry on the flanks of the wall is in 

progress (IAR 1978-79: 145). 

1983-84 Preservation Works: In continuation of last year’s work, the de-silting of the earth and 

removal of sculptures and architectural members from within the step-well is in progress. 

The side walls of the well which were out-of-plumb were dismantled and reset in proper 

position in lime cement mortar. The missing portions of the walls were reconstructed by 

using plain dressed ashlar stone masonry. The work is in progress (IAR 1984-85:  257). 

1984-85 Preservation Works: The work of exposing the hidden structure was continued. The 

ashlar masonry of the side wall which was out-of-plumb has been dismantled and reset in 

proper position. Desilting work is in progress (IAR 1985-86: 185). 

1986-87 De-silting Works: The work of desilting of the main shaft and the Vav is still in progress. 

The tilted, bulged and damaged portions of the side walls have been dismantled and 

reconstructed. The work is in progress (IAR 1986-87: 170). 

1987-88 De-silting Works: In the course of desilting work of Rani-ki-Vav, Vadodara Circle of the 

Survey collected two sculptures, one of tirthankara in bronze (16 x 10 cm) and the other 

(42 x 28 x 6 cm) of Rani Udayamati in white marble. Besides, a fragmentary inscription in 

Sanskrit language was found from Patan (IAR 1987-88: 135).  

1987-88 De-silting and Conservation Works:Remaining portion of the main shaft of the vav was 

de-silted. The bulged ashlar stone masonry wall was dismantled and reset as per original. 

Missing ashlar masonry steps were restored (IAR 1987-88: 206). 

1987-88 Chemical Conservation:  Chemical treatment and preservation work was initiated to the 

sculpture on the first landing of the first phase of Rani-ki-Vav (IAR 1987-88: 212). 

1988-89 Conservation Works: Missing ashlar stone masonry of walls has been reconstructed as 

per original pattern. Portion of Vav was de-silted and debris removed. The work is in 

progress (IAR 1988-89: 166). 

1989-90 Chemical Conservation:  The stone sculptures and beautiful decorations of this excavated 

site were treated with suitable solvents and chemicals in order to remove thick 

incrustations of biological and lime deposits. After proper cleaning and thorough washing, 

the surface was given fungicidal treatment using 2% suspension of zinc silicofluoride and 

then preserved (IAR 1989-90: 201). 

1990-91 Chemical Conservation:  The chemical treatment work (II Phase) of outer sculptures and 

carvings of Rani-ki-Vav was carried out for the removal of hard accretions of moss, lichen, 

etc., with the help of 3% solution of liquor ammonia. Fungicidal treatment was given to the 

treated area using 2% suspension of zinc silicofluoride and then preserved. The work is in 

progress (IAR 1990-91: 153). 
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1991-92 Chemical Conservation:  Sculptures and carvings on the second landing of IInd phase of 

Rani-ki-Vav were subjected to chemical treatment for the removal of thick vegetational 

growth. The chemically cleaned surface was thoroughly washed and then given a 

fungicidal treatment. After complete drying the surface was given a coat of 2% PMMA 

solution in toluene (IAR 1991-92: 201). 

1992-93 Preservation works: The dressing and carving work of the stone for ashlar stone 

masonry was completed including desilting work of main shaft of Vav and reconstruction 

of bulged and damaged portion of side walls (IAR 1992-93: 178). 

1992-93 Chemical Conservation:  The work of chemical cleaning of sculptures and carvings of III 

phase of the Rani-ki-Vav was taken up and the soil/mud deposits, micro-biological growths 

from stone sculptures were removed to restore fine carvings. The cleaned surface was 

given fungicidal treatment and preservative coat after proper drying (IAR 1992-93: 191-

92). 

1993-94 Preservation works: The work of dressing and carving moldings on the stones are in 

progress for providing the missing members (IAR 1993-94: 187). 

1994-95 Chemical Conservation:  Stone sculptures and ornamental carvings of steps (4 to 7) were 

chemically treated for eradicating thick growth of moss and lichen using dilute mixture of 

non-ionic detergent and ammonia. The cleaned area after fungicidal treatment was 

preserved with 2% polymethyl methacrylate in toluene (IAR 1994-95: 140).  

1995-96 

 

Chemical Conservation:  1.   The dust, dirt and micro-biological deposits of stone 

sculptures and carvings were removed by using aqueous solution of teepol and ammonia 

mixture, the lime accretionary patches were removed by chemico-mechanical means using 

dilute acetic acid. Finally cleaned surface was preserved with two coatings of 1 % solution 

of polyvinyl acetate in toluene (IAR 1995-96: 192). 

2.   Three sandstone samples from Rani-ki-Vav, Patan, Gujarat, were analyzed for their 

chemical constituents. Certain physical parameters were also measured (IAR 1995-96: 

206). 

3. After identifying the characteristic accretions (Oolytic type) on the carved surface of 

Rani-ki-Vav, Patan, Gujarat, experiments were carried out for the selection of effective and 

safe method of removal of their accretions (IAR 1995-96: 206). 

1996-97 Preservation works: The missing richly-carved ashlar stone masonry of the underground 

water structure has been reset after dressing and moulding including hearting masonry to 

retain the side embankment, as per the original. The work is in progress (IAR 1996-97: 

296).  

1996-97 Chemical Conservation:  A number of stone samples from Rani-ki-Vav, Patan (Gujarat), 

were analysed for their chemical and mineralogical composition in order to evaluate the 

oolithic textured accretionary deposits on the sculptures developed in the new 

environment experienced after excavation (IAR 1996-97: 323). 

1997-98 Preservation works: The missing portion of northern side wall and terrace platform has 

been restored with fine chisel dressed ashlar stone masonry including hearting masonry 

matching with the original. The work remained in progress (IAR 1997-98: 323).  

1998-99 Preservation works: The damaged stones at the end of the side platform were replaced 

by fresh carved and moulded stones matching the original. Dressing of stones for 

replacement of damaged and decayed flooring stones remained in progress (IAR 1998-99: 

326). 

1999-2000 Preservation works: The damaged and worn-out stone flooring 1st and 2nd pavilion of vav 
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was removed and replaced with Dharangadhra stone flooring matching the original (IAR 

1999-2000: 326). 

2000-01 Preservation works: The entire acquired area around the Vav particularly on road side 

was fenced with chain link on stone masonry dwarf wall with a view to develop a garden 

by horticulture Branch. The work is in progress. Cracks developed due to earthquake to 

the front side wall at upper side and joints opened and widened were grouted, filled and 

sealed in front side of the Vav at top (IAR 2000-01: 296). 

2001-02 Preservation works: The entire acquired area around the Vav, was taken up for enclosing 

with chain link fencing on stone masonry dwarf wall. The work remained in progress (IAR 

2001-02: 528). 

2004-05 Preservation works: Providing and laying of Dholpur stone paved pathway over concrete 

bedding and brick layers with stone edges in the area around Rani-ki-Vav. Works is in 

progress (IAR 2004-05, in press).  

2005-06 Preservation works: The work of providing and  fixing of Dholpur stone pathway over 

concrete bedding and brick layers with stone edges and providing vehicle parking in Rani-

ki-Vav, Has been carried out. The work is completed (IAR 2005-06, in press).  

2006-07 Preservation works: The work of providing and  fixing of Dholpur stone pathway over 

concrete bedding and brick layers with stone edges in acquired area and  providing 

concrete in parking area has been completed (IAR 2006-07, in press) 

2007-08 Preservation works: The work of providing Random Rubble stone pitching on both side 

of slope of Rani-Ki-Vav, fixing of M.S. Grill, providing stone pathway and steps and 

construction of toilet block is completed (IAR 2007-08, in press).  

2008–on  Annual maintenance and upkeep (AM&UK).  

 

5.2 Particular Conservation Works undertaken since 2000  

(i) Chemical cleaning 

Introduction 

One of many interdisciplinary assessments carried out at site dealing with the nature of material and 

conservation problems with the help of latest scientific techniques, particularly re-integration of some 

architectural elements of Rani-ki-Vav, the Science Branch of the Archaeological Survey of India, was assigned 

the task. The Science Branch, which is mainly responsible for the chemical conservation treatment and 

preservation of centrally protected monuments and antiquities recovered from excavations, undertook a study 

through Dr. V.R. Mangiraj and Dr. M.S. Uniyal, both Archaeological Chemists in ASI. Their study included: 

 Understand material characterisation and deterioration processes.  

 Studies of intervention options. 

 Basic studies on materials.  

 Diagnostic technologies.  

Assessment: Environment and Materials  
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The stone used in construction of Vav is sedimentary sandstone having creamy color varying from fine grain to 

course grained structure. The medium and coarse-grained stones were used in the construction of pillars, 

niches and slabs, whereas fine grained- stones have been used for the sculptures. It was seen that wooden 

dowels were used in ancient time for joining the stone members. 

The chemical analysis carried out at science Lab Dehradun shows high percentage of calcium carbonate. 

 

Table 6: Chemical Composition of Sand Stone 

Sample 
No. 

Appearance 
App. 

Density 
App. 

Porosity 
SIO2 R2O3 CaO MgO 

1 
Fine grained 

Creamy Colour 
2.50 7.90 27.68 1.52 2.80 2.00 

2 
Medium grained 

Light yellow 
2.42 7.06 90.85 2.85 2.24 1.02 

3 Creamy Colour 2.37 12.90 92.30 3.00 2.24 0.80 

4 
Fine grained Dark 

red steaks 
2.47 4.76 85.22 8.38 0.84 0.80 

 

Conservation problems 

The stone sculptures in general have been observed to have hard accretionary clay deposits giving measles 

type appearance from a few locations where the accretions were discontinuously bonded. A small chip of the 

accretionary deposits were taken for analytical studies. The physical appearance of the stone sculptures from 

where this hard crust was taken out clearly showed that the measles type appearance of the accretionary 

deposit is not an original part of the stone but specific characterization of the aceretionary deposit. The 

chemical analysis shows that the aceretionary deposit has unusually high contents of calcium carbonate. 

 

Table 7: Chemical Composition of Oolithic Textured Accretions 

Sample No. Location SIO2 CaCo3 MgCO3 R203 

1 IInd 44.18 48.94 3.13 8.32 

2 Steps 36.29 59.30 1.34 2.17 

3 IIIrd 19.00 76.80 1.73 2.14 

4 Steps 25.19 71.40 1.78 1.40 

5 IVth 14.60 79.57 4.12 1.51 

6 Steps 15.53 76.48 3.18 4.62 

 

The stones with dark red sticks embedded Zone is more from to weathering due to inherent weakness, 

suffered major erosion with color change. The sculptures, Pillars & walls have also been covered with micro 

vegetation growth, spm & pigeon droppings 
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Fig. 9: Rad sticks on the sculptures 

 

Proposals 

The scientific preservation of Rani-ki-Vav at Patan has to be carried out in a phased manner considering the 

nature of accretions that gets deposited in the Vav:  

The nature of accretions present on the structure includes 

 Carbonate deposits. 

 Moss and lichen growth (when humidity is highest during monsoon months). 

 Dust,  accretions 

After removal of accretions present on the Vav stone members, the stone surface is required to be 

consolidated wherever necessary. This consolidation is particularly necessary on the surface where carbonate 

deposits are present. 

In the final phase, the surface is given a fungicidal and preservative coat to protect the surface from rain and 

natural weathering atmospheric agents.  

 

Immediate Conservation measures undertaken  

Spraying OH-100 solution was carried out for consolidation of highly eroded sculptures. The slurry of OH-100 

and stone powder having the same composition was introduced by using veterinary syringe for filling the gaps 

whereas the big gaps were filled with stone powder mixed with OH-100 by giving proper alignment, shape and 

original beauty of the sculpture. The filled portion was again saturated continuously by spraying, & saline 

bottle with suitable interval depending upon the condition of sculptures. The sculptures were protected from 

sunlight during the entire process by canvas cloth. The drying was done at controlled temperature 
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The pulverization of stone and exposure of second layer was also stopped by spraying of OH-100 solution wet 

to wet till complete saturation. After consolidation, the stone surface was treated with 2.3% solution of 

ammonia mixed with 2% non-ionic detergent for the removal of micro-vegetational growth, for the removal of 

bird and bats dropping, the surface was treated with a mixture of 2 % of EDTA, 2% sodium bicarbonate and 2% 

of ammonium bicarbonate solution. The surface was then washed thoroughly with soft water to complete 

removal of chemicals. The dried surface was treated with 2-4% solution of sodium penta chlorophanate as 

fumigation for arresting the remain ants of micro-vegetational growth. Finally the preservation was done with 

wacker 290 in solvents in the ration of 1:8. 

 

  
Fig.10: Sculpture before (left) and after treatment (right) 

  

Fig 11. Sculpture of an apsara before (left) and after treatment (right) 



Management Plan of Rani-ki-Vav 2013-17  

 

42 | P a g e  

 

  
Fig.12: Vishnu’s sculpture before (left) and after treatment (right) 

 

Conclusion 

The OH-100 solution has stopped the pulverization of the stone. Encouraging results were obtained for the 

reintegrated portion in nature strength and color with surroundings. The separation of oolithic accretion is still 

challenge to conservator, which requires further research for its separation from topmost layer without any 

effect. Based on this assessment conservation work is being planned and further internal key indicators were 

marked which would continuously serve as pointers to regularly monitor the state of conservation of the site. 

(ii) Maintenance and Landscaping of Immediate Surroundings 

The garden surrounding the Rani-ki-Vav is being maintained by the ASI. The gardens maintained by the 

Horticulture Branch of ASI fall into two categories: 

1. those pertaining to monuments which had gardens around them as a part of their original design, 

and those not very elaborate, but intended to stabilize the dirt in the immediate surroundings of the 

monument, and  

2. beautify monuments originally without an appended garden.   

Rani-ki-Vav falls within the second category, as the garden is primarily intended to provide a setting for the 

monument and to make the surroundings prettier. While being ambitious the garden was planned taking into 

consideration not to lose sight of the fact that the objective is not to provide public parks but to act as a 

safeguard to the monument against the dust and dirt-related problems (deposition and abrasion), and at the 

same time facilitate visitors’ movement. 

To reach this objective an adequately large area around the Rani-ki-Vav, was acquired, and developed as a 

garden by the Horticulture Division of ASI. The garden presents a pleasing contrast in the midst of surrounding 

farming land. Circuitous stone-paved pathways are provided in the garden to facilitate visitors’ movements. 

The garden has a lawn, hedges and a few traditional trees like Neem, Amla, Arjun, Pilu, Parijat, and so on, all of 
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which help maintaining the green, healthy ambience of the Rani-ki-Vav and at the same time protect the 

monument from the dust in the air, and aeolian deposits in the area.  

This action has effectively helped in maintaining the site.  

 

5.3 Detailed Documentation and Assessment  

The real challenge for the conservation is to plan the necessary measures of conservation with a view to 

ensure the survival of these cultural heritages that form unique symbols of our civilizations, for centuries to 

come, with as little intervention as possible without altering or modifying in any way the authenticity of their 

original character.  

To ensure the stability as well as proper conservation of Rani-ki-Vav, there is a need for detailed assessment of 

the monument; including profound knowledge of physical nature of the object (constituent materials, 

architectural characteristics, production techniques, state of decay) and of the factors which induce or could 

induced  decay.  

In the past two years specific scientific research has been undertaken in view of assessing the site by using 

modern technologies and devises a detail and feasible conservation plan.   

The detail of each project undertaken with this objective is being listed below.  

 

(i) 3D Digital Documentation of Rani-ki-Vav 

Through 3D Digital Documentation of Rani-ki-Vav, an international project of ASI with the Historic Scotland, 

the entire interior of monument and surrounding terrain of the Rani-ki-Vav was digitally documented using a 

long-range Leica C10 terrestrial laser scanner, mid-range Leica HDS6100 laser scanner, and close-range Artec 

MHT scanner. The close-range scanned helped in securing high-resolution sub-mm accurate scans of selected 

carvings from accessible points inside the step well. High dynamic range (HDR) nodal ninja photography was 

achieved at the same nodal point as the laser sensor on all mid and long range scans, except those in small 

well anti-chambers where access was difficult and light was insufficient. In addition, texture photography, 

ortho-rectified tilt-shift photography and Gigapan 360° HDR imagery of the step well was collected. 

Background 

In October 2011, under the scope of a collaborative project between the Historic Scotland, Scottish 

Government, and Archaeological Survey of India, Government of India,   the Centre for Digital Documentation 

and Visualisation (CDDV) undertook a documentation programme for two weeks to complete a comprehensive 

3D digital survey of Rani-ki-Vav as part of the Scottish Ten Project.  

Since the Scottish Ten Project inception in 2009, four of the Scottish UNESCO sites have been digitally 

documented in 3D: New Lanark, The Heart of Neolithic Orkney, St Kilda and the Old and New Towns of 

Edinburgh. The first international heritage site was Mount Rushmore National Memorial, USA and the second 
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was Rani-ki-Vav, India. Internationally, the projects encourage the exchange of techniques and best practices 

between the various agencies and build cultural connections. At the end of each international project, the 

entire data is handed over to the site managers. 

The team worked closely with the Archaeological Survey of India. A team of 10 experts from Scotland was led 

by Dr Lyn Wilson, and within the ASI, experts like surveyors and conservation architects and engineers were 

incorporated.  

Choice of Rani-ki-Vav for the Scottish Ten Project 

Following discussions between the Centre for Digital Documentation and Visualisation (CDDV), the Scottish 

Government and the Archaeological Survey of India, a shortlist of likely sites was drawn up for the second 

international Scottish Ten site. These were scoped out by the CDDV team during a reconnaissance trip to India 

in August 2010 and Rani-ki-Vav   was chosen. 

Despite its architectural significance, Rani-ki-Vav   is not widely known outside India and currently finds a place 

on the UNESCO Tentative World Heritage List. By digitally documenting Rani-ki-Vav   for the Scottish Ten 

project, CDDV aimed to take the site to a much wider audience and raise both its national and international 

profile. Digital preservation was also an important consideration in choice of site: the project has generated a 

very accurate, high resolution 3D survey which the ASI will be able to use for conservation and heritage 

management purposes. 

The scan data generated will have numerous practical uses. When data processing is complete, ASI will be 

provided with a highly accurate and high resolution 3D survey which will be fed into their existing survey 

dataset.  The ASI will be able to use the data to inform their ongoing conservation programmes and heritage 

management strategies. The 3D scans can be used as an interpretation and education tool and as a visual aid 

to understanding the construction and iconography. Also, there is the potential to process scans into photo-

realistic animations for developing remote access and virtual tourism options. 

This endeavour had full political support from the central and state government in India.  

Methodology 

The approach involved a number of 3D survey technologies and techniques ( as detailed below ) In all, the 

team completed 176 scans plus multiple close-range scans. 

 Reality Capture Methodology 

To enable the 3D digital documentation of the entire site at Rani-ki-Vav, several advanced reality capture 

methods were employed. 

 Control Network 

ASI colleagues assisted with the control network, which had been previously established at the site. Additional 

control points were surveyed during the project using a Nikon total station. Laser scan stations tied into this 

control network to ensure accuracy and compatibility with the ASI’s data and the Gujarat coordinate system. 

 Long-range 3D Terrestrial Laser Scanning 
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The entire structure and surrounding terrain of the Queen’s Step Well was digitally documented using a Leica 

C10 terrestrial laser scanner – set to achieve as high accuracy and resolution as is possible within the allocated 

time. Three traverses were completed around and inside the structure, working to an accuracy of 5mm. 

 Mid-range 3D Terrestrial Laser Scanning 

Using a Leica HDS6100 laser scanner, the interior of the Step Well was documented at higher resolution, with a 

mean absolute error of 1-2mm in the registration. In addition, for specific levels within the well itself, the 

scanner was cantilevered out using an aluminium truss with a wooden support rig with appropriate counter-

weights. This was carried out with Global Remote specialist ropes team. This allowed the team to scan areas 

that were inaccessible with a conventionally tripod-mounted scanner. A scaffold was also erected within the 

well by ASI and scans were carried out from this to further assist with data collection. 

 Close-range 3D Structured Light Scanning 

Using an Artec MHT scanner, high-resolution sub-mm scans of selected carvings were collected at accessible 

points around the site. The focus was on the Dashavatar panels, Parvati, Mother and Child and the polychrome 

statue and Queen Udamatiya. 

 Digital Photography and Video 

High-resolution digital photography was also collected from the site. High dynamic range (HDR) nodal ninja 

photography was achieved at the same nodal point as the laser sensor on all mid and long range scans, except 

those in small well anti-chambers where access was difficult and light was poor. This will allow for future 

processing of scan data to a photo-realistic level. 

In addition, texture photography, ortho-rectified tilt-shift photography and gigapixel HDR imagery was 

collected. 20 minutes of 360° HD video was recorded at the Dashavatar terrace to capture the ambience of the 

site on a busy day. 

Data Processing 

 On Site Processing 

CDDV’s colleague from CyArk worked on site with the team checking and backing up scan data and 

photography and carrying out scan registrations (piecing together individual scans). This ensured a smooth 

workflow and complete coverage of the site with the 3D scanners. 

 CDDV Processing in Scotland 

Full scan registration of the entire step well was completed on return to Scotland. Digital images were 

processed and Gigapan HDR imagery stitched together.  

At the time of writing, a few 3D point cloud data (the raw data) has been further processed to produce 

accurate 3D models. Ortho-rectified imagery and CAD drawings have also been produced from the 3D point 

cloud data. 
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More work can be carried out of the Rani-ki-Vav   dataset, including the production of animations and virtual 

tours. ASI staff will also be able to make use of the data extensively for their own survey and conservation 

needs in the future. 

 

Results 

Digital outputs from the Rani-ki-Vav   Scottish Ten 3D digital documentation project are illustrated below. 

These will be provided to ASI in useable 3D formats. 

 

 

 
Fig 13: Combined registered point cloud and CAD plan of Rani-ki-Vav  . 
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Fig. 14: Combined registered point cloud and CAD section A of Rani-ki-Vav 

 

 

Fig. 15: Combined registered point cloud and CAD section B of Rani-ki-Vav 
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Fig. 16: Combined registered point cloud and CAD section C of Rani-ki-Vav   

 
Fig 21: 3D model of Dashavatar Panel façade at Rani-ki-Vav   
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Fig 23: 3D model produced from high-resolution close-range scanning point cloud of sculpture  

within Dashavatar Panel 

Fig 22: 3D model of sculptural 

element from Rani-ki-Vav   displaying 

original polychrome decoration 
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Fig 24:  drawing of the above scanned sculpture 
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Conclusion 

In summary, the international collaboration at Rani-ki-Vav   as part of the Scottish Ten project has been 

deemed a very positive contribution towards the heritage management of the step well and it has established 

a long-lasting partnership between Scotland and India’s heritage organisations. 

The 3D data captured will provide ASI staff with the following tools: 

 Highly accurate 3D survey of the entire site. 

 Conservation aid: the data provides a baseline against which comparisons can be made subsequently. 

 Heritage management tool: the data can be used to assist with management programmes. 

Education tool: 3D models derived from the scan data can tell the story of the step well. 

Interpretation tool: 3D models derived from the scan data can help interpret the carvings and construction 

phases. 

Remote and virtual access tool: animations and fly-through will allow for web-access to the site and 

development of mobile applications. This will ideally help promote the 

importance of Rani-ki-Vav   on the national and international stage. 

Short films have been made by a professional photographer from the CDDV team to create awareness of the 

project and for promotion of the site.   

Historic Scotland is currently in discussion with the ASI to bring their surveyors to Scotland to continue the 

knowledge sharing and partnership working that has been established on site in India. It is envisaged the 

Scottish Ten project will form the basis of a long-term relationship with the ASI.  
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(ii) Condition Mapping  

Another key study undertaken to ensure a structured monitoring and conservation plan of the Rani-ki-Vav is 

the condition mapping of the monument.  

This project was undertaken in 2008 by expert conservation engineers and architects and consist of detailed 

documentation each structural feature of the monument. Each architectural member was examined. It has 

been a very tedious task as Rani-ki-Vav is a complex structure with various architectural members and carved 

features.  

 

Methodology 

To experiment existing site plan and section drawings were used for the purpose.  

A site division system as being used by its description has been used to follow a systematic evaluation of the 

site. The site was gridded using orientation the pillars’ position as base.  

From there each architectural member was inspected following the level system stating from down.   

The detail observation was noted and illustrated on the drawings were as follow: 

 Cracks 

 Split  

 Fissures  

 Spalling 

 Broken 

 Dampness 

 Salt distribution 

 Cement Repair 

 Stone Repair  

 Addition 

 Metal Clamps 

 Glass Tele Tells 

 Missing wooden dowels 

 Missing original clamps 

 Debris 

 Bird Dropping 

 Algae 
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Fig 27: The detailed drawings below illustrate those details noted d Fig.26: Site Plan gridded for condition 

mapping uring this assessment.   
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Fig 28: Section and plan gridding  
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Fig 29: Section facing East and West with gridding system 
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Fig 30: Plans as per each level and the assessment 
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Fig 31: Plan of Level 4 and 5 and the assessment 
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Fig 33: Plan of Level 6 and level 7 
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Table 8: Internal Key indicators of  State of Conservation within the Property 

 Indicators Observations Action Periodicity 

1 Garden surface level Addition or subtraction to ground 

surface level will have an impact on 

the underground monument. 

-Measuring the the 

surface level from bench 

marks. 

Half-yearly 

2 Stone Pitching above 

seventh Terrace 

To check erosion -Comparison with 

photographic 

documentation. 

Monthly 

3 The flight of modern 

steps communicating with 

the monument 

Stability and wearing of the steps  Measuring the height and 

comparison with line 

drawings 

 

Half -yearly 

3 The steps of monument Being sandstone, the wearing of the 

steps due to use is inevitable. Hence, 

the degree of wearing  is to be 

monitored  

Measuring the  height and 

angle of the steps  

And comparing with line 

drawings 

Half-yearly 

4 Pillars’ remains of 1
st

 

Pavilion 

Being exposed to the climatic 

condition and being accessible to 

visitors- the pillars’ remains of the first 

pavilion are good indicators of 

weathering and wearing out.  

-Taking Measurement 

.Photographic 

documentation 

.Evaluating the 

smoothness of the surface 

of the stone 

Yearly 

5 Standing pillars The free standing and engaged Pillars 

supporting roofs and other structural 

weight are clear indicators of the load 

pressure and any possible 

displacement in load distribution 

patterns. Both the horizontal and 

vertical movement/twisting has 

occurred due to lateral  pressure from 

the surrounding soil, exerted directly 

on the side walls, and rest of the built 

heritage fabric indirectly, creating 

stress and strain to the different 

members of this subterranean 

structure. Absence of the top 

architectural members may impact on 

stability. 

. Measuring the status 

with the help of plumb 

line and levelling 

instrument  

.Monitoring the cracks 

and hair cracks with the 

help of glass placing Tale 

Tells  

.Comparing with 

Photographic 

documentation 

.Overseeing if  there is any 

new crack 

Half-Yearly 

and after any 

seismic 

activities 

 

6 Bracing stones or Bridge 

Stones 

They are good indicators of the lateral 

pressure from soil. At present they are 

sustaining the optimum thrust from 

northern and southern directions 

. Measuring the status 

with the help of plumb 

line and levelling 

instrument  

.Monitoring the cracks 

and hair cracks with the 

help of glass placing Tale 

Tells  

Half-Yearly 

and after any 

seismic 

activity 
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.Comparing with 

Photographic 

documentation 

.Overseeing if  there is any 

new crack 

7 The bulging masonry 

stones 

Some masonry stones are displaced 

but stabilised. Their curve matrix 

measured and recorded. These are 

under monitoring  

Measuring with the help 

of conservation line 

drawings.  

-Comparing with 

Photographic 

documentation 

 

8 Fabric of sculptures In some cases the stone used for 

fashioning sculptures have inherent 

flaws and are subjected to rapid 

weathering or breakage.  

Comparing with 

photographic 

documentation 

Monthly 

9 The struts (Brackets) in 

the well shaft 

The position of the trust is indicators 

of external soil pressure on the well 

shaft 

Comparing with 

conservation line drawing 

and  

photographic 

documentation 

Quarter of a 

Year 

10 The mason marks in the 

plain section of the well-

shaft 

Originally, the curb stone slabs in the 

well shaft carry mason marks to 

match levels of the stones. These 

marks are being used as indicators to 

monitor the pressure or any structural 

instability in the well. 

Comparing with 

conservation line drawing 

and  

photographic 

documentation 

Quarter of a 

year and after 

any seismic 

activity 

11 Sculptures The detail elements of sculptures as 

the engravings, curves etc are closely 

documented to indicate any 

weathering process 

Comparing with 

photographic 

documentation 

Quarter of a 

year  

12 Painted  sculptures   On some sculptures preserve traces of 

polychrome. this has been 

documented to monitor any 

weathering process  

Comparing with 

photographic 

documentation 

Monthly 

13 Boundary Boundary is protected with chain link 

fencing  

To check condition of 

fencing 

Daily 

 

Apart from these internal indicators, a few external indicators were also considered before devising the 

conservation plan.  

As it is an open site it becomes important to consider some external factors which can have direct impact on 

the condition of the site. Those external indicators are listed below along with the authorities from where 

those data would be collected. All these factors including some others are reconsidered in the proper Risk 

Management Plan of this document.  
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Table 9: External Factors being used as indicators to monitor the state of Conservation  

Indicators  observation Methods Periodicity Monitoring and 

Updating day 

Rain  More precipitation would 

accelerate weathering and 

surface erosion of Property 

 

 

Obtain record  of precipitation by 

the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) Gujarat to 

devise conservation strategy 

 

After each rainy season and after 

any torrential rain 

 

Seismic 

Activity 

Patan is a seismic prone zone 

(zone IV) 

Obtain data from  National Disaster 

Management Authority and Gujarat 

State Disaster Management 

Authority and devise conservation 

Plan accordingly 

Monthly and after every seismic 

activity 

Air Pollution Rani-Ki-Vav, is an open air site 

with structures made of a soft 

sandstone hence monitoring of 

the degree o pollution is 

important 

At present no serious air pollution 

is noticed around the site, as there 

is an absence of factories and 

heavy traffic. However, a plan to 

monitor the air pollution around 

site is to be set to serve long term 

interest of the monument 

Yearly 

Climate 

Change 

Any climate change in the 

region will affect the state of 

conservation of the site 

Obtain data on hydrology, 

climatology etc. from  the India 

Meteorological Department, 

Gujarat 

Yearly 

Water table 

in the area 

Being a subterranean structure 

and having a well, it is 

important to have a knowledge 

of the water table in the region 

Obtain data produced by the 

Central Water Commission on  

regular basis 

Yearly 

Soil Humidity  Being an underground 

monument the soil humidity 

will affect the monument 

through its core  

Obtaining data from Agriculture 

Branch District Panchayat Patan 

Department to devise conservation 

plan accoridngly 

Half Yearly  

Air Humidity Level of humidity in the air is 

an important factor which may 

fine carved details of the Vav to 

begin with 

Obtaining  data from the Indian 

Meteorological Department (IMD) 

Gujarat 

Quarter in a Year 

 

All the above study and the spotted internal indicators and external factors were considered to devise the 

future conservation plan and the monitoring system of the site.  
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5.4 Future Conservation Plan  

Proposed perspective scientific preservation plan for the period from 2013-17 

2012-13:    As Rani-ki-vav is a seven-levelled sandstone structure, two top stories (counted from top to 

bottom, Levels 6 and 7) are proposed to be treated and consolidated wherever necessary. The 

consolidation is to be carried out with Ethyl silicate. 

2013-14:     Third level is proposed to be taken up for removal of surface accretions and consolidation, 

wherever necessary. Minor structural repairs are to be carried out before the chemical treatment 

and consolidation. 

2014-15:   Fourth level is to be taken up for removal of surface accretions and consolidation, wherever 

necessary. Minor structural repairs are to be carried out before chemical treatment and 

consolidation. 

2015-16:  Fifth level will be subjected for removal of surface accretions and consolidation, where it is 

necessary. Minor structural repairs are to be carried out before chemical treatment and 

consolidation. 

2016-17:    Remaining two Levels (Level 1 and 2) will be taken up for removal of surface accretions and 

consolidation. The structural repairs have to be carried out before chemical treatment and 

consolidation. 

2017-18:    The whole area of the Vav including sculptures and plain surface will be given a preservative coat of 

silane siloxane mixture. Before the application of the preservative coat, fungicidal coat will be 

given to arrest further re-growth of micro-vegetation. The preservative coat will be given only on 

completely dried-up surface. 

 

Following is the perspective structural conservation plan of the Rani-ki-Vav for the period extending 2013- 

2017. 
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Structural Conservation  for the Period extending from 2013-2017 

 Study and devise possibilities to stop pigeons entering the well and mandapa. 

 Detailed documentation of original damaged chhajja  and restoration of the missing chhajja  to be 

carried out. 

 Scientific clearance and report generation in the area surrounding the Rani-ki-Vav (condition mapping 

of the archaeological relics, printing of documentation).  

 Monitoring and Conservation of pillars and lintels where cracks have been recorded 

 Soil testing, building material testing of the buffer zone area pockets and elements, etc. 

 Any other work as per requirement of the as per need of site in the interest of safeguarding the stated 

OUVs of the Rani-ki-Vav step well. 

 Continuous assessment of the site for conservation purpose 

 

Year 2013-14 Structural Conservation Works 

 

 

 Detailed documentation of 
damaged chhajja has been carried 
out.  

 The restoration of missing chhajja is 
to be carried out. 

 More wooden barricades are` to be 
provided for safety measures. 

 New rosewood dowels to be 
provided at required places. 

 Day-to-day cleaning of sculptured 
panels, and other parts of the 
stepwell.  
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6. Visitor Management Plan 

6.1 Situational Analysis 

The Tourism Corporation of Gujarat has been responsible for the development in infrastructure over the past 

few years, promoting tourism in Gujarat. Recently, Lonely Planet in May 2012 listed Gujarat among 10 of the 

world’s unsung places.1 In the last decade, tourist inflow to the state has grown four-fold,2 showing significant 

growth in total gross earnings from tourism.  

Patan attracts a large number of domestic tourists and Rani-ki-Vav is one of the key attractions at Patan. The 

city also forms a religious destination, drawing visitors of religious pilgrimage (yatra). Since the induction of 

Rani-ki-Vav on UNESCO’s Tentative List, the number of visitors has increased considerable, as discussed later. 

The number of international tourists is still considerably low, but has seen a significant increase since 2002.  

These key factors will influence how visitor management is developed and the site is marketed over time.  

 

Present Visitor Flow and Future Potential 

Statistical studies indicate that Rani-ki-Vav is a popular tourist destination in Gujarat and the inflow of visitors 

over the last decade (2002 – 2011) has increased since the property was placed on UNESCO’s Tentative List. 

Visitor numbers at the site are calculated through the sale of tickets. These figures exclude children below the 

age of 15, but number of student visitors to the site is considerable. It is hoped that with the inscription of 

Rani-ki-Vav on the World Heritage List, the site will gain in popularity and the tourist flow shall see a 

subsequent rise in numbers.  

 

Table 10: showing year-wise visitor inflow at Rani-ki-Vav, Patan 

S. 
No. 

Year 
(January to 
December) 

Domestic 
Tourist 

Foreign 
Tourist 

Revenue  
earned 
from 

Domestic 
Tourists 

Revenue  
earned from 

Foreign 
Tourist 

Total 
Revenue  

earned from 
tourists 

1. 2003 85214 753 426070 75300 501370 
2. 2004 89554 1398 447770 139800 587570 
3. 2005 108142 1607 540710 160700 701410 
4. 2006 125057 1844 625285 184400 809685 
5. 2007 150821 1841 754105 184100 938205 
6. 2008 187542 2158 937710 215800 1153510 
7. 2009 213480 1934 1067400 193400 1260800 
8. 2010 228908 2300 1144540 230000 1374540 
9. 2011 270210 2680 1351050 268000 1619050 

10. 2012 313587 2757 1567935 275700 1843635 

                                                           
1 Blasi, Abigail (2012). 10 of the world’s unsung places. http://www.lonelyplanet.com/italy/friuli-venezia-
giulia/trieste/travel-tips-and-articles/77017 
2 Tourist Arrival Data. http://www.gujarattourism.com/showpage.aspx?contentid=1475&lang=English 
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Table 11: Monthly data on visitation at the Rani-ki-Vav in 2012 (calculated from sale of 
tickets) 

Sl. No. Year Domestic Tourist Foreign Tourist 
1.  January 23510 519 

2.  February 26413 562 

3.  March 21551 310 

4.  April 21288 89 

5.  May 36857 25 

6.  June 25379 21 

7.  July 24721 73 

8.  August 27803 91 

9.  September 19672 130 

10.  October 17426 216 

11.  November 43141 416 

12.  December 25826 305 
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6.2 Site Carrying Capacity 

The carrying capacity is defined by a harmonious balance between tourism levels and heritage protection. It 

primarily deals with issues concerning visitor numbers and their environmental, social and economic impacts 

on the quality of the experience for the local community and the visitors themselves. Rather than a fixed 

number, the aim is to arrive at an acceptable limit that will enhance visitor experience without compromising 

the conservation goals of Rani-ki-Vav.  

The site boundaries have already been defined and by involving all stakeholders, governmental and private, 

the social, economic and heritage interests have been determined. These interests have been aligned with the 

quality of visitor experience, economic factors, community factors and environmental factors. 

 

6.3 Visitor Experience 

The visitor experience is determined by attitude, behaviours, sensory experience and knowledge imparted. It is 

to be multi-faceted: cultural, educational and recreational. At Rani-ki-Vav basic amenities such as signages, 

guidebooks, disability access, etc. are in place. A visitors’ book is maintained at the site to monitor visitor 

experience and future plans for the site take these into account. Below are a few quotes cited from the visitor 

book maintained at Rani-ki-Vav. 

“An amazing and incredible experience” Amitabh Bachchan, Brand Ambassador of Gujarat Tourism (January 

28, 2012) also Millennium Actor of India and  
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“The most beautiful water architecture I have seen in the world!” James Wescoat (January 23, 2012), USA  

“A remarkable example of our rich cultural heritage, which will continue to remind our future generations 

about our glorious past” Balwant Singh, (March 6, 2011), Additional Chief Secretary, Government of Gujarat. 

“Delighted to be able to visit this truly World Heritage site. Rani-ki-Vav represents the best of Indian heritage 

and culture. The dedication with which this monument is being maintained is indeed praiseworthy. A humbling 

experience.”  Air Marshall D C Kumaria and Mrs Vaneeta Kumaria (December 12, 2009), Indian Air Force 

 

6.4 Infrastructure and services to visitors 

The visitors’ facilities within the property have been developed through proper Original Works plans of the ASI. 

These facilities are provided keeping in mind such basics as aesthetic appeal, minimal intervention and 

reversibility, and these are executed under the supervision of an archaeologist and archaeological engineer 

after obtaining due sanctions and approvals from the competent levels.   

Visitor facilities already available at the site are: 

 Ramp and wheel-chair for differently abled people; 

 Toilets/restrooms for men, women and for differently abled people; 

 Drinking water ; 

 Cultural notice board; 

 Public notice board; 

 Signages for guidance  

 Guide book /free literature; 

 Parking; 

 Benches for resting; 

 Police help/assistance; 

 Ticket counter. 

In the near future, ASI plans to further provide the following facilities: 

 Braille guide; 

 Audio-guide;  

 Interpretation centre 

 Lockers 
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6.5 Proposals to enhance visitor experience without impacting on site conservation  

Improving visitor experience is one of the main objectives of the visitor management plan. The proposals have 

been derived after evaluating the visitors response and through concerted discussions with all stakeholders, 

private and government. The local community have also been involved for their input, as they form an 

important part of the site. Another major source has been the visitor book, maintained at site.Some of the 

main proposals include 

 Establish an Interpretation centre which will interpret and present Rani-ki-Vav in its completeness 

along with other stepwells in India. It will enhance visitor experience and also improve the cultural and 

educational understanding of the site. Loose sculptures recovered from the scientific clearing are to be 

displayed at the interpretation centre as well. 

 Training of staffs for better customer relations. It is also important that the staff is well versed with the 

history of the site and its significance and trained in maintaining pleasant public relations 

 Audio-guides and braille-guides are to be added to enhance the availability of information. Guided 

tours by trained personnel will also be provided for large groups and visitors requesting the same 

 Heritage Awareness Workshops, Seminars and Open Days will be held at the site to increase the 

understanding and sensitivity towards culture and heritage. 

 Educational Outreach Programmes in collaboration with schools will be held to increase awareness 

among the youth and school-children 

 Develop Heritage Trails connecting Rani-ki-Vav with other historical and archaeological remains in the 

area 

 Heritage Walks will be held in conjunction with the local community 

 Patan Museum, established by the Directorate of Museums,  will be collaborating to develop activities 

and program to improve heritage tourism in the area. 

 Always review visitors’ suggestions and comments to upgrade the facilities and requirement for the 

visitors.  

 

These are only some of the proposals toward enhancing visitor experience. All these proposals will be carried 

out without compromising on the conservation of the site or detracting from the significance of it. The visitor 

experience will need to be constantly monitored and reviewed, and necessary steps taken in a timely manner. 
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7.  Risk Preparedness Plan 

7.1 Present Status 

Gujarat, the state where Rani-ki-Vav is located, is the first to introduce a Disaster Management Act termed as 

“The Gujarat State Disaster Management Act 2003”, in India. The Central Government of India, Ministry of 

Home Affairs passed a “Disaster Management Act 2005” under which it created institutional mechanisms from 

the Central to the district levels for the entire nation to control disaster. The top-to-bottom Government set-

up is shown in table below: 

 

Table 12: Present status of Disaster Management at National and State Level 

Level Name of 

Agency 

Work Contact Details 

National 

Level 

National 

Disaster 

Management 

Authority 

(NDMA) 

Command, Control and 

Coordination of the Disaster  

Government of India 

National Disaster Management Authority 

“NDMA Bhawan”, A-1 Safdarjung Enclave, 

New Delhi –110029 

Ph. 26701833  Fax 26701830 

State 

Level 

Gujarat State 

Disaster 

Management 

Authority 

(GSDMA) 

Give directive to other 

agencies within state to 

respond disaster   

Gujarat State Disaster Management Authority 

Block No. 11, 5th Floor, Udyog Bhavan, Sector - 

11, Gandhinagar, Gujarat (INDIA) - 382 017 

Tel: +9179-2325 9220/ 2325 9303/2325 9246  

Fax: +9179-2325 9275/2325 9302/ 2325 9289 

District 

Level 

District 

Disaster 

Management 

Authority 

(DDMA) 

Focal point to command and 

control for disaster respond 

at district level accordance 

with policies from state and 

national level. 

Collector office, university Road, Patan, 

District: Patan 

Ph. 02766-233301/233303 

 

 

As Rani-ki-Vav is a cultural heritage property in terms of ancient monuments and archaeological sites and 

remains of national and state importance. It calls for a well-defined approach and mechanism to deal with any 

disaster risk in order to stem its possible impact as quickly as possible. After the earthquake in Kutch district, 

Government of Gujarat had passed the Disaster Management Act-2003 (See Annexure) for responding to 

disaster within State Legislation with institutional mechanism up to district level with coordination of line 

departments and NGOs.  

If we look at the map of seismological zone of India, the area where the Rani-ki-Vav located falls under Seismic 

Zone-IV. 
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7.2 Identified Risks to Rani-ki-Vav 

The following types of calamities may strike the area of this site. 

 

Natural Calamities: 1. Seismic Activities 

2. Flood 

3. Fire 

4. Cyclone 

5. Sand Storm 

Man-made Calamities: 1. Vandalism 

2. Riots 

3. Terrorist Attack. 

 

As per the conservation plan requirements these calamites form part of the external factors being followed 

closely to monitor the state of Conversation of the property: 

 

Table 13: External Factors being used as indicators to monitor the state of Conservation  

Indicators  observation Methods Periodicity Monitoring and 

Updating day 

Rain  More precipitation would 

accelerate weathering and 

surface erosion of Property 

 

 

Obtain record  of precipitation by 

the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) Gujarat to 

devise conservation strategy 

 

After each rainy season and after 

any torrential rain 

 

Seismic 

Activity 

Patan isa seismic prone zone 

(zone IV) 

Obtain data from  National Disaster 

Management Authority and Gujarat 

State Disaster Management 

Authority and devise conservation 

Plan accordingly 

Monthly and after every seismic 

activity 

Air Pollution Rani-Ki-Vav, is an open air site 

with structures made of a soft 

sandstone hence monitoring of 

the degree o pollution is 

important 

At present no serious air pollution 

is noticed around the site, as there 

is an absence of factories and 

heavy traffic. However, a plan to 

monitor the air pollution around 

site is to be set to serve long term 

interest of the monument 

Yearly 

Climate 

Change 

Any climate change in the 

region will affect the state of 

conservation of the site 

Obtain data on hydrology, 

climatology etc. from  the India 

Meteorological Department, 

Gujarat 

Yearly 

Water table 

in the area 

Being a subterranean structure 

and having a well, it is 

Obtain data produced by the 

Central Water Commission on  

Yearly 
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important to have a knowledge 

of the water table in the region 

regular basis 

Soil Humidity  Being an underground 

monument the soil humidity 

will affect the monument 

through its core  

Obtaining data from Agriculture 

Branch District Panchayat Patan 

Department to devise conservation 

plan accordingly 

Half Yearly  

Air Humidity Level of humidity in the air is 

an important factor which may 

fine carved details of the Vav to 

begin with 

Obtaining  data from the Indian 

Meteorological Department (IMD) 

Gujarat 

Quarter in a Year 

 

7.3 Proposal  

The proposed functional plan for disaster response to site is being framed as per guidelines in Acts and Rules in 

force. The role and responsibilities to responding to the disaster, following is the proposed institutional set up 

for disaster management plan of the site. 

 

Table 14: Teams to intervene at different levels 

Name of team  Responsibility level  Role of team  

Site level 

Response Team 

(SLRT)  

Monuments and 

surrounding of the 

site  

 All responsibilities to respond the disaster and 

mitigation at site level with coordination and 

directives of district level ERT 

Emergency 

Response Team 

(ERT) 

City and District level Management of Disaster management plan of  

Rani-ki-Vav from preparedness phase to 

restoration  

Task Force Team 

(TFT) 

State level planning 

and policy framing  

Policy and advocacy with intra-departmental 

coordination. 

 

 The composition of each of the three level team and their proposed responsibilities are as below: 

A. Site level Response Team (SLRT)  

The location and geographical location of the Rani-ki-Vav is on elevated portion of mound, one and a half km 

from the seasonal river Saraswati and on the bank of  the old  Sahastralinga Talao - an another protected 

monument.  

The proposed composition of the spot level or grass route level response team structure has been decided and 

will be trained accordingly and will be responsible at Site level/monument/structure level for immediate action 

of disaster management and risk mitigation.  The model composition of SLRT is shown under in diagram. 
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Model composition of SLRT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emergency Response Team (ERT) 

Emergency Response Team (ERT) is solely responsible for disaster preparedness to restoration phase of Risk 

Preparedness Plan and would consist of members who play pilotable role in emergencies related to the 

following task and responsibilities: 

 Coordination 

 Safety and security; 

 Law Order and Health  

 Administration and finance; 

 Spokesperson for the media; 

 

Table 15: Composition of ERT with contact details  

Sl. 

No. 

Designation of the 

Authority  

Correspondence address   Telephone/Mobile No./Fax/ e-mail  

1 Shri J.G. Hingrajiya (IAS), 

District Collector, Patan 

Collector office, University 

Road, Patan 

 

Phone(O) 02766 - 233301, 233303 

 (R): 233300 

Mobile: +919978406217 

e-Mail: collector-pat@gujarat.gov.in 

Emergency operation 

Centre , behind collector 

office, Patan  

Phone(O) 02766-233311, 232667, 

2 Shri M.S. Bharada (IPS) 

Superintendent of Police, 

Patan 

Office of the 

Superintendent of Police, 

Near court, Patan, District 

Patan  

Phone(O) 02766-230104, 223555, Fax: 

230500 

e-mail:  

sp-pat@gujarat.gov.in  

3 Dr. Civil surgeon  General Hospital, Patan Phone:  02766-233311, 232667 

e-mail: cs-pat@gujarat.gov.in 

4 Conservation  Assistant Gr. II   

 

Sub circle office, 

Archaeological Survey of 

India, Rani-ki-Vav, Patan, 

Dist; Patan 

Phone : :  02766-220492, 

Mobile:  +919825047086 

e-mail: subcirclepat.asi@gmail.com  

Site level Response 

Team (SLRT) for 

Rani-ki-Vav, 

Patan(Gujarat)  

 

1. Monument Attendant 

2. Monument Attendant 

3. Trained daily engaged worker  

4. Trained daily engaged worker 

5. Trained daily engaged worker 

6. Extension volunteers and local 

habitants  
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Task Force Team (TFT) 

Archaeological Survey of India will constitute the “Task Force Recovery Management for Rani-ki-Vav “  in which 

all the concerned agencies will be included and the task force will lay plans in a detailed report for restoration 

phase.  

List and contact details of the department included for disaster management of the property and formation of 

the Task Force Committee (TFC) are as under: 

 

Table 16: Contact details of different departments  

Sl. 

No. 

Designation of the 

Authority  

Correspondence address   Telephone/Mobile No./Fax/ e-mail 

1.  Director General Archaeological Survey of India, 

Janpath, New Delhi-110010 

Phone:011-23013574,23015954 

Mobile: 9868208505, 

e-mail: dga.asi@gmail.com  

2.  Superintending  

Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India, 

Puratattava Bhavan, Mandvi, 

Vadodara, PIN-390006 Gujarat 

Phone:      0265-2429323,2429387 

Mobile: +919712969134, 

e-mail: circlevad.asi@gmail.com  

3.  Chief Secretary to the 

Government of Gujarat 

1st Block, 3rd Floor,  

Sachivalaya, Gandhinagar 

Govt. of Gujarat, 

Gandhinagar-382020, 

Gujarat, India 

(O) 079-23220372, 23250301, 

23250302 

(Fax) 079 – 23250305 

4.  District Collector, Patan ollector office, University Road, 

Patan 

 

Phone(O) 02766 - 233301, 233303 

 (R): 233300 

Mobile: 9978406217 

e-Mail:   

collector-pat@gujarat.gov.in 

5.  Chief Executive officer Gujarat State Disaster 

Management Authority , 

State control room: toll free number: 

1070, 

Other No. 079-23251900, 23251902, 

23251908, 23251914, 23251916(fax) 

e-mail: info@gsdma.org  

6.  Risk management 

consultants 

 To be selected by Archaeological Survey of India for regular inter action 

for disaster management plan and its smooth functionning  
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Support Agencies  

Apart from the above three legal institutes certain other agencies are identified and will be associated in this 

exercise, the details are as under   

 

Table 17: Legal institutes certain other agencies with their contacts 

Sl. 

No. 

Designation of 

the Authority  

Correspondence address   Telephone/Mobile No./Fax/e-mail  

1 Director 

General  

Istitute of  Seismological Research 

Department of Science and Technology 

Government of Gujarat of (Next to Pandit 

Deendayal Petroleum University, Raisan, 

Gandhinagar – 382009). 

Datacenter:079-66739000,  

Fax- 079-66739028.  

Mobile : 9727717841,  

E-mail: dg-isr@gujarat.gov.in 

  dgisrgad@gmail.com 

2 Director All India Disaster Management Mitigation 

Institute, 411, Sakar Five, Near Nataraj 

Cinema, Ashram Road, Ahmedabad - 380009, 

Gujarat, India  

Tel:+91-79-26586234,26582962 

Email: dmi@icenet.net 

The proposed phase-wise Risk Preparedness Management Plan (DMP) for Rani-ki-Vav in respect of Disaster 

Management Act 2005 and Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for responding to natural disaster by Ministry 

of Home Affairs, Disaster Management Division with integrated distribution of role and responsibilities 

(proposed) of all the three stage team in phased manner is explained here. The SOP and Disaster Management 

Act providing guideline to plan for responding calamities in following phases: 
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1. Preparedness Phase  

 This phase will include taking all necessary measures for planning, capacity building and other preparedness 

so as to be in a state of readiness to respond in the event of a natural disaster. This Stage will also include 

development of Search & Rescue Teams, mobilization of resources and taking measures in terms of equipping, 

training, conducting mock drills/exercises etc.  

 

Table 18  

Action point and  Necessary measures Action taken 

Formation of SLRT for readiness to respond.  Identification of team member with local 

participation is under process. 

Formation of Disaster Management Team (DMT) at 

state level or task force team (TFT) for decision making 

and approval of strategy and implementation. 

 

The state level institutional mechanism in 

accordance with Gujarat State Disaster Management 

Act 2003 and Disaster Management Act 2005 with 

SOP 

Documentation, detailed photography and video 

recording, structural analysis, drawings to be prepared 

in respect of Site. 

The 3-D laser Scanning with high resolution 

photography by Scottish Ten project team, Govt. of 

Scotland has been completed. Documentation with old 

archives and contour survey of site and surrounding 

area has been also completed. 

 

The Institute of Seismological Research (ISR), 

Gandhinagar, Govt. of Gujarat will install seismological 

observatory or Strong Motion Accelerographs (SMA) 

nearby property to monitor the forecast of natural 

calamities for preparation before the calamities 

occurs. 

 

Letter of request to be issued to the Seismological 

Research (ISR), Gandhinagar, Govt. of Gujarat to 

provide such equipment nearby.  

Installation of Hazard forecasting and Warning System 

like earthquake sensor or earthquake early warning 

and detection system, temporary weather station near 

the property to monitor the weather etc. with 

collaboration of weather department of Gujarat or  

local district control room for flood or disaster 

controlled by Collector of the district. 

Small weather station including wind direction, rain 

gauge or pluviometer will be installed. 

Provide basic emergency facilities like announcement 

apparatus for warning, , wireless handset, rope,  

standby power supply, torch, fire extinguishers  etc. 

available  on site round the clock, in working condition. 

 

Partially provided at site and the rest will be arranged. 

Training programmes and workshops for SLRT will be 

planned  through the year, and regular follow-up 

training schedules will be worked out on disaster 

The National Institute of Disaster Management 

(NIDM), Ministry of Home Affairs (Government of 

India), Gujarat Institute of Disaster Management 
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management for employee of Archaeological Survey of 

India, Vadodara Circle, Vadodara as per their roles and 

responsibilities and working place. 

 

(GIDM), Disaster Mitigation Institute, Ahmedabad 

(NGO) etc. will be called for providing training and 

sensitization to the stock holders.  

Regular mock drill by the quick response team at site 

level at least twice in six month. 

 

 

Regular check up of working condition of emergency 

apparatus like standby power supply, emergency alarm 

system etc. including cleaning, repairing etc. complete.  

 

 

Regular follow training for all the team member and 

stack holder of the property. 

 

 

 

2. Early Warning Phase 

This phase will include all necessary measures to provide timely, qualitative and quantitative warnings to the 

disaster managers to enable them to take pre-emptive measures for preventing loss of life and reducing 

loss/damage to the property. Should there be an occurrence of a natural disaster or imminent threat thereof, 

all the concerned Agencies will be informed/ notified for initiating immediate necessary follow up action. In the 

context of property Rani-ki-Vav the proposed planning is as under:  

 

Table 19  

Action point Responsible person  

Quick alarm system with siren, danger signals bell and multi lingual 

recorded warning  will play to a large public hearing in order to vacate the 

property and to move visitors out of the Rani-ki-Vav as the monument is 

below ground level with a depth of around 30 metres and walking span of 

50 metres 

Member of QRT posted at 

site  at the time of Disaster  

SLRT will plan to inform about the hazard happening to the second level 

respond team for further help, the second level respond team containing 

the following trained member: 

1. District collector 

2. Mamlatdar(Disaster),Emergency Operation Centre 

3. Emergency Response Service(Dial 108) 

4. Fire brigade of Patan Municipality  (Dial 101) 

5. Police Control Room(Dial 100) 

6. Civil hospital, Patan  for trauma centre help 

7. Volunteers ( to be registered) 

Site Manager/ 

Superintending  

Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India, Vadodara Circle, Vadodara will inform and  Superintending  
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get state level and central level help and further action will be coordinated 

by Superintending Archeologist. 

Archaeologist  

 

3. Response Phase 

This phase will include all necessary measures to provide immediate succour to  the affected people the  

undertaking of search, rescue and evacuation measures  during and immediately after the disaster: 

 

Table 20  

Action to be taken Responsibility 

Removal of living elements from debris and rescues 

operation.  

 

Site In-charge  

Cordon off the structure with no entry for outsiders. 

 

Site In-charge 

Digital documentation of the loss, damaged   parts, 

Photography, Videography etc. will be completed.  

Archaeological Survey of India   

Prepare    primary report on damage assessment of the 

monument 

Team leader/Superintending  

Archaeologist  

Removal of the debris, stack out the useful material for 

reuse, cleaning of site 

Site Manager 

Reporting of the disaster and  further help from other 

agencies and media  

Superintending  Archaeologist  

 

4. Relief Phase  

This phase will include all necessary measures to provide immediate relief and succor to the affected people in 

terms of their essential needs like food, drinking water, health & hygiene, clothing, shelter for a given  period: 

 

Table 21 

Action to be taken Responsibility 

Providing health facilities and other basic facilities with 

emergency relief to the affected people and victims as per 

guide lines and other specific orders and approvals. 

Superintending Archaeologist with coordination 

of state authorities and local state functionaries 

like District Collector, Civil Hospital and 

Municipal corporation, Patan 
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5. Restoration Phase 

This phase will include all necessary measures to stabilize the situation and restore the utilities 

 

Table 21 

Action to be taken Responsible Body 

Provision for partial part visit management for the people with acute 

safety measures. 

Archaeological Survey of India 

 

Arranging emergency meeting of Task force to review the damage 

assessment and further action of recovery. 

Archaeological Survey of India  

Estimating for renovation and restoration of the monument as per 

original and approval from higher authority with arranging of 

resources. 

Archaeological Survey of India  

Estimation and Provision for mid-term relief to the victims and re-

settlement of the affected as per original with help of local state 

functionaries as per rule of law and order. 

Archaeological Survey of India and 

task force team  

Implementation of rehabilitation programmes, step wise 

reconstruction of infrastructures and shelter facilities etc. as per 

requirement of the site with standard technical specification. 

 

Archaeological Survey of India and 

task force team  
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8.  Buffer Zone Management   

Different from the Property, the buffer is under the ownership of different bodies and people having several 

stakeholders. A detail study was undertaken for the buffer zone as well to ensure the protection of the limits 

and integrity of the Property.   

 

8.1 Description 

To ensure a further protection to the site and reduce the risk of any future encroachment which could impact 

on the site a buffer has been proposed around the Property of Rani-ki-Vav. It consists of minimum of 100 m 

area in east, south and west, and a further protected area of the Shastralinga Talao (Tank), with its 100 m and 

its prohibited area of a minimum of 100 m area in all direction. Thus, the total buffer area   is 85.72 ha. 

(857230.36 sq. M)   

The entire buffer area comprises archaeological remains and agricultural land. An abandoned railway track 

goes across the buffer in the north-western edge of the Property. The flood plains of (now completely dried) 

Saraswati River run across the extreme western limit of the buffer. The Sahastralinga Tank in the proposed 

buffer is already a nationally protected monument under the provisions of the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, amended as the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 

Remains (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2010, and 100 m surrounding area as the prohibited area under the 

same act where no new construction is allowed. 
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Fig  35: Aerial View of Buffer Zone boundary 

 

8.2 Setting the Buffer Zone Limits 

Application of Remote Sensing (RS) and Geographical Information System (GIS) 

The buffer limits were properly defined considering several factors and the present condition on site with 

objective to protect and safeguard the Universal Value of Rai-ki-Vav. 
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8.3 Stakeholders and Present Status of Buffer Zone  

At present the area of the Buffer Zone is managed individually by the land owners and users. The map and list 

of land owners based on the Revenue Map from District Inspector of land Records Revenue Department of the 

Government of Gujarat is presented below:  

 

 

Fig 39: Topographic Map of Buffer Zone with plot numbers 
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Table 22: List of Plots and ownership in the Buffer Zone 
L. NO. VILLAGE SURVEY NO. AREA 

Ha- Are- Sq. m 
OWNER SHIP USE 

1 Anawada 192 01-12-97 Private Temple 
2 Samalpati 125 /part-1 00-13-08 Private  Agriculture 
3 Samalpati 186/3-A 00-61-84 Private  Agriculture 

4 Samalpati 216 01-80-74 Private  Agriculture 

5 Anawada 241 01-20-11 Private Agriculture 

6 Anawada 724 00-78-48 Private Agriculture 

7 Anawada 913 00-64-21 Private Agriculture 

8 Anawada 914/part-1 00-47-73 Private Agriculture 

9 Anawada 914/part-2 00-78-48 Private Agriculture 

10 Anawada 915 01-02-27 Private Agriculture 

11 Anawada 916 00-80-86 Private Agriculture 

12 Anawada 917 00-64-84 Private Agriculture 

13 Anawada 918 01-89-08 Private Agriculture 

14 Anawada 919/part-1 00-92-36 Private Agriculture 

15 Anawada 919/part-2 00-92-36 Private Agriculture 

16 Anawada 919/part-3 00-92-35 Private Agriculture 

17 Anawada 920/part-1 00-79-27 Private Agriculture 

18 Anawada 920/part-2 00-79-28 Private Agriculture 

19 Anawada 920/part-3 00-79-28 Private Agriculture 

20 Anawada 921/part-1 00-48-07 Private Agriculture 

21 Anawada 921/part-2 00-47-56 Private/ASI Agriculture 

22 Anawada 922 00-54-70 Private Agriculture 

23 Anawada 923/part 0-48-76 Private Agriculture 

24 Anawada 924/1, part-1 00-65-40 Sahastralinga Tank Agriculture 

25 Anawada 943 01-62-91 Private  Agriculture 

26 Anawada 924/1, part-1 00-65-40 Private  Agriculture 

27 Anawada 924/1, part-2  00-47-56 Private Agriculture 

28 Anawada 924/1/p, part-3 00-32-20 Private  Agriculture 

29 Anawada 924/2 00-95-13 Private  Agriculture 

30 Anawada 921/ part-1 00-48-07 Private  Agriculture 
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31 Anawada 921 part-2/p 00-47-56 Private Agriculture 

32 Anawada 921/p/1 00-48-07 Private Agriculture 

33 Anawada 921/part/2/p 00-47-56 Private Agriculture 

34 Anawada 924/1/part-1 00-65-40 Private Agriculture 

35 Anawada 924/1/part/2 00-47-56 Private Agriculture 

36 Anawada 924/1/part/3 00-32-20 Private Agriculture 

37 Anawada 924/2 00-95-13 Private Agriculture 

38 Anawada 925 00-29-73 Private Agriculture 

39 Anawada 926 01-01-08 Private Dargah 
40 Anawada 927 01-62-91 Private Agriculture 

41 Anawada 928 00-99-89 Private Agriculture 

42 Anawada 929/1 00-35-67 Private Agriculture 

43 Anawada 929/2 00-28-54 Private Agriculture 

44 Anawada 929/3 00-29-73 Private Agriculture 

45 Anawada 929/4 00-30-92 Private` Agriculture 

46 Anawada 931/1 00-61-84 Private Agriculture 

47 Anawada 931/2 00-73-72 Private Agriculture 

48 Anawada 932 00-05-95 Govt. west Land Dargah 
49 Anawada 933 01-81-94 Private Open space 
50 Anawada 934/part-1 00-16-65 Private Agriculture 

51 Anawada 934/part-2 00-47-13 Sahastralinga Tank Agriculture 

52 Anawada 935 00-61-84 Private Dargah 
53 Anawada 936 04-82-40 Private Agriculture 

54 Anawada 937/part-1 00-53-08 Private Agriculture 

55 Anawada 937/part-2 00-53-08 Sahastralinga Tank Agriculture 

56 Anawada 938/part-1 00-51-73 Private Agriculture 

57 Anawada 938/part-2 00-50-47 Private Agriculture 

58 Anawada 939/part-1 00-84-43 Private Agriculture 

59 Anawada 939/part-2 00-83-05 Sahastralinga Tank Agriculture 

60 Anawada 940/part-1 00-38-05 Private Agriculture 

61 Anawada 940/part-2 00-37-67 Sahastralinga Tank Agriculture 

62 Anawada 941 00-58-27 Private Agriculture 
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It is to be noted that this list is still under construction and is being updated 

  

 

63 Anawada 942 00-58-27 Private Agriculture 

64 Anawada 943 01-62-91 Private Agriculture 

65 Anawada 953 00-48-06 Private Agriculture 

66 Anawada 1067 00-72-54 Govt. west Land Agriculture 

67 Anawada 1068/1 00-16-65 Private Agriculture 

68 Anawada 1068/2 00-14-27 Private Agriculture 

69 Anawada 1069 00-13-08 Private Agriculture 

70 Anawada 1070/part-1 00-22-89 Private Agriculture 

71 Anawada 1070/part-2 00-11-45 Private Agriculture 

72 Anawada 1070/part-3 00-11-44 Private Agriculture 

73 Anawada 1070/part-4 00-46-47 Private Agriculture 

74 Anawada 1071/part-1 00-21-40 Private Agriculture 

75 Anawada 1071/part-2 00-20-22 Private Agriculture 

76 Anawada 1072 00-49-94 Private Agriculture 

77 Anawada 1075 00-48-76 Private Agriculture 

78 Anawada 1076/1/part-1 00-16-06 Private Agriculture 

79 Anawada 1076/1/part-2 00-16-05 Private Agriculture 

80 Anawada 1076/2 00-68-97 Private Agriculture 

81 Anawada 1076/3 00-17-84 Private Agriculture 

82 Anawada 1076/4 00-33-29 Private Agriculture 

83 Anawada 1077 00-45-19 Private Agriculture 

84 Anawada 1078/1 00-24-97 Private Agriculture 

85 Anawada 1078/2/part-1 00-06-00 Private Agriculture 

86 Anawada 1078/2/part-2 00-06-00 Private Agriculture 

87 Anawada 1078/2/part-3 00-05-84 Private Agriculture 

88 Anawada 1079 00-38-05 Private Agriculture 
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The stakeholders within the buffer of Rani-ki-Vav have been grouped as shown in the following table: 

 

Table 23: Stakeholders grouped  

.  
Stakeholders 

 
Stockholders’ concerns 

Government of India 
 

1 Archaeological 
Survey of 
India, 
Vadodara 
Circle, 
Vadodara, 
 Department of 
Culture 
/Ministry of 
Culture 

 Identify, document, conserve, preserve, protect, maintain, promote the OUVs of the site 
for the present regeneration and transmit it on to the next generation.   

 Education, research and comprehensive development of the site and local inhabitants. 
 Interaction with local communities and tourists for promotion of heritage.    
 Celebration of the OUVs of the site   

Government of Gujarat (India) 
 

2 District 
Administration, 
Patan 

 Ensure law and Order. 
 Ensure safety and facilities for tourist. 
 Ensure rational flow of revenue from state-sponsored activities. 

4 Tourism 
Corporation of 
Gujarat Ltd. 

 Providing good services to the tourist at optimum cost. 
 Maintaining healthy competition amongst the private service provider. 
 

5 Police  Ensure law and order. 
 Instill a sense of security and freedom in the minds of tourists.   
 Zero crime. 

Non-Governmental 
6 Vir Maya 

Trust,  
Hindu Temple 
Management 
Body 

 Ensure smooth working of Hindu pilgrimage activities. 
 Transparently manage allocation of the public funds (collected by way of donations) in the 

development of area. 
 Support sustainable developmental project in the area. 
 Expects basic amenities (drinking water, shade, availability of food, disposal of waste, 

etc.). 

7 Jain Temple 
Trusts,  Jain 
Temple 
Management 
Body 

 Ensure smooth working of Jain pilgrimage activities. 
 Transparently manage allocation of the public funds (collected by way of donations) in the 

development of area. 
 Expects basic amenities (drinking water, shade, availability of food, disposal of waste, 

etc.). 
8 Fakir Sect 

Trust 
 Manage working of Muslim pilgrimage activities. 
 Expects basic amenities (drinking water, shade, availability of food, disposal of waste, 

etc.). 
  

9 Shop Owners   Sustained number of footfalls.  
 Protection of their business interest and income flow.  
 Expects basic amenities (drinking water, shade, availability of food, disposal of waste, 

etc.). 

10 Pilgrims to 
Shaikh Farid 
Tomb, and 

 Frequent Site users. 
 Expects basic amenities (drinking water, shade, availability of food, disposal of waste, 

etc.). 
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others 
 

 Prolonged time for Darshan(silence observance of deity) and spiritual benefit). 
 Safe performance of rituals.  

11 Tourists  
(domestic and 
foreigners) 

 Site users. 
 Expects basic amenities (drinking water, shade, availability of food, disposal of waste, 

etc.). 
 The trip must be the Best Value for money (Value in terms of Enjoyment). 

12 Residents 
community 

 Adequate job opportunities to maintaining the livelihood. 
 Privileged employment priorities in local development schemes. 
 Expectation for better lifestyles. 
 Expectation for socio-economic benefits from sustainable tourism – religious, eco and 

heritage.  
 Their active role in preservation and promotion of unique and important values of the site.   

13   Academic 
individuals 

 Study and research 
 Enhanced experience  
 Frequent visits 
 Interaction with visitors 

14 Road and 
Building 
Department 

 State Highway 

15 District 
Panchayat 

 Approach/link roads 

16 Gram 
Panchayat(s) 

 Village road/Pathways 

 

 

8.5 Proposal for Management of Buffer Zone 

To ensure a better management within the Buffer Zone and a proper collaboration system is being proposed. 

It is important to set up a Consultative body which will review the main issues arising within the buffer to 

make sure that there is no negative impact on the site and around. This consultative body shall have sub 

bodies which will be related to the different land use.  

 

Under the umbrella of Consultative Committee for Rani-ki-Vav (Proposed) and would be headed by Rani-ki-Vav 

World Heritage Area Management Authority (proposed). 
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The table below gives a list of the members to be in the Consultative Committee: 

Table 24: Proposed list of the members to be in the Consultative Committee: 

S. 

No 

Name of Member  Concerns   Position in the 

Committee 

1.  Superintending Archaeologist, 

Archaeological Survey of India  

All the matters pertain to ASI and co-

ordination with the general development 

matters with all departments. 

Chairman 

2.  RDC , 

Collector office, Patan  

 Matters pertaining to Revenue, Law and 

Order  

Invitee member 

3.  Conservation Assistant  Site Level authority for ASI and Local 

Arrangement  

Member Secretary  

4.  President  

Vir Maya Trust, Patan  

Representative of Vir Maya Trust, Patan 

and other trusts in buffer zone 

Member  

5.  Head of Department , 

Department of History/ 

Diaspora, 

Hemchandracharya University, 

Patan 

Local Education Institution 

representation 

Hemchandracharya University, Patan 

Member 

6.  Public Relation Officer, 

Tourism Corporation of Gujarat 

Limited, Patan  

tourism related matters   Member 

7.  Chief Officer  

Municipal Corporation, 

Patan  

Issue related to City area  Member 

8.  Shri Mukulbhai Brahmakhtriya 

Historian, Patan  

Historian and Social Workers Member 

9.  Mr. Patel Bhikabhai Representative of farmers and 

inhabitants in buffer zone 

Member  

10.  Two experts/representatives,  For technical matters Co-opted members 

11.  Two local representatives  For social/development matters  

 

The proposed consultative committee will function by the following general memorandum of the committee  

 The committee will meet twice in year for review and follow up but the special meeting can be 

arranged, if required for special purpose. 

 All members are inviting with agenda and previous meeting minutes. 

 The co-ordination and organization of the meeting will be arranged by Archaeological Survey of India. 

 All the member will actively respond with their concerns, 

 The RDC will coordinate all the state departments and will regulate their progress accordingly. 

 The co-opted members will be called as per requirement of committee to benefit from their expertise 

in relevant field   

 All the decision and resolution will be passed participatory and with corum of the committee  
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 The minutes are distributed accordingly to all the concern. 

 Attendance and correspondence record will be kept and updated by Archaeological Survey of India. 

 

 

8.6 Monitoring of the Buffer Zone 

A regular monitoring system has been put in place to monitor activities and tendencies in the buffer zone. The 

table below show some direct indicators which can be used as indicators for such a monitoring 

 

 Table 24: Key indicators to monitor the Buffer Zone 

 Indicators Observations Action Periodicity 

1 Boundary  Boundary of the buffer is to be 

monitored for any change 

Comparing the 

boundary’s limits 

with the Geo-

coordinates are 

taken  

Check on the notice 

demarcating 

boundary limits 

Yearly or 

whenever 

required 

2 Signage Multiple signage are placed in 

the buffer for information and 

direction purposes 

Physical Verification   Twice in a 

month and 

whenever 

necessary 
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9.  Budget Estimate for the next five years 

Based on the proposals made in the above sub section of the Management Plan and the future requirements a 

budget estimate has been prepared and presented in the table below: 

 

Table 25: Five year Proposed Budget For Development Of Rani-Ki-Vav, Patan 

Sr. 
No. 

Year Sector Work to be Under Taken Approximate 
Expenditure in 

Rs.(lakh) 

1 2013-
14 

Structural Conservation  Repairing and strengthening of cantilever 
buttress in well shaft  
 

20.00 

  Chemical Conservation Chemical study and analysis of  decaying of 
stone  

 

Landscape and 
development of buffer zone  

Removal of old stone pitching and 
landscaping of west corner of the garden 
 

8.00 

Yearly maintenance of the garden  
 

5.00 

Cleaning and debris clearing of 
Sahastralinga talao 

5.00 

Visitor Management  Providing visitor facility like benches, 
construction of publication counter  

10..00 

2 2014-
15 

Structural Conservation  Desilting of well and repairing of joints in 
the level 1 

4.00 

  Chemical Conservation General Chemical cleaning of well shaft and 
main structure  

3.00 

Landscape and 
development of buffer zone  

Extension of Garden area and lawn etc. 
complete  

 

Visitor Management  Construction of Interpretation centre and 
site museum  

80.00 

3 2015-
16 

Structural Conservation  Repairing  and strengthening of joints in the 
level 2 and 3 

10.00 

  Chemical Conservation General Brush cleaning and removal bat 
marks and honey bees mark etc. 

5.00 

Landscape and 
development of buffer zone  

Annual Maintenance of Garden and solar 
lightening in the surrounding   

4.00 

Visitor Management  providing of other facilities like signage, 
pathway, light and sound facility 

10.00 

4 2016-
17 

Structural Conservation  Repairing  of chhjja, Lintel and 
strengthening of joints in the level 4 to 5 

25.00 

  Chemical Conservation Genral annual chemical cleaning of entire 
structure  

5.00 

Landscape and 
development of buffer zone  

Providing Pathway and desilting of 
shahstralinga talao and rudrakup 

25.00 

  Visitor Management  Providing of Locker room and other Tourist 
facilities 

5.00 
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Note: This is proposed estimate and budget for general development of Rani-ki-Vav and its buffer respect to 

availability of resources i.e. men and materials.  
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10. Implementation of the Plan 
 

Implementation of the Management Plan of Rani-ki-Vav is proposed to be realized in co-ordination with all 

stakeholders following a participatory approach. The strategy of implementation will include consideration of 

all factors and mutually exclusive interests thus realizing zero-impact on the proposed property and its buffer 

zone. All activities proposed within the framework of the management plan will be carried out primarily 

keeping in mind the OUVs and other key values of the site in the most transparent manner. 

 

10.1 Mechanisms for Implementing 
 

To realize the above mentioned objectives, the management process is proposed to be as followed.  

 

  

 



Management Plan of Rani-ki-Vav 2013-17  

 

100 | P a g e  

 

 

The Entire management plan will be fragmented by yearly bases and categorized by its nature of work i.e. 

garden and landscaping, Chemical conservation, structural conservation etc. Apart from it, the activities may 

be planned out, framing of estimate, procurement of material and work completion will be carried by using 

project implementation techniques like Critical Path Methods (CPM) and Project Evaluation & Review 

Technique (PERT). 

All works described in the in future management topic will be carried out with different branch of 

Archaeological Survey of India, as per their roles and responsibility like horticulture development, chemical 

conservation and structure conservation and general repairs will be taken over by Garden branch, science 

branch and Vadodara circle respectively. 
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10.2 Program of Action 

A rough program of action has been planned  

 

Table 26: Table of Action  

Items Tasks/ Works Start Accomplished 

Conservation  Special repairs 2013 Ongoing 

Visitors Facilities Provide further facilities 2013 2015 

Visitors Access Smoothen access to the site from different arrival 

points in Patan 

2014 2015 

Publication Tria lingual  publication of pocket guide and brochures 

(More publications to come afterwards 

2013 2014  

Research Undertake further research on site, symbolism and 

buffer 

2013 ongoing 

Outreach and 

Educational Programs 

  Ongoing 

 

 

10.3 Monitoring and reviewing the plan 

The Management Plan will be required to be revised after 2018 based on inputs gathered in the course of 

implementing the current management planned. As the ASI submits the Revised Conservation Programme 

(RCP) coterminous with the financial year (April to March cycle), every perspective conservation plan is 

required to be reviewed annually in order to assess the degree of success in realizing the set physical and 

financial goals.  Below find the stated sectors, key indicators and periodicity, which are helpful in exercising 

and reviewing the progress of implementation of the action points of the current management plan. 

Key Indicators, Periodicity to Monitoring and Review of the Rani-ki-Vav Management Plan for the Period: 2013 

– 2017 are as below: 
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Table 27: Indicators for monitoring of implementation of Management Plan 

 Sectors Key Indicators Periodicity Remarks 

1. Structural 

Conservation 

of the 

nominated 

property 

Detail condition 

report with 3D laser 

scanning results – 2 

D and and 3D 

drawings. 

Conservation 

drawings. 

Digital photographs 

of ever year. 

Site inspection 

reports.  

Daily at site level by professionals (Conservation 

Assistant); biannually by the Superintending 

Archaeologist /Deputy Superintending 

Archaeologist/ Deputy Superintending 

Archaeological Engineer/Assistant 

Superintending Archaeological Engineer of 

Vadodara Circle, Vadodara, at local level.  

Regional Director/Director/Jt, Additional, 

Director General, at national level as and when 

required.   

The key indicators are 

baseline data to 

compare any change in 

the existing status.  

2. Scientific 

preservation 

(chemical 

conservation) 

of the 

nominated 

property 

Detail condition 

report with 3D laser 

scanning results – 2 

D and and 3D 

drawings. 

Conservation 

drawings. 

Digital photographs 

of each year. 

Site inspection 

reports. 

Daily at the site level by professional 

(Archaeological Chemist);  

Biannually by the Deputy Superintending 

Archaeological Chemist / Chemist Vadodara 

Zonal Office, Vadodara, at local level.  

Regional Director/Director/Jt, Additional, 

Director General, at national level as and when 

required.   

The key indicators are 

baseline data to 

compare any change in 

the existing status in 

this sector also. 

3. Maintenance 

of Garden.  

 

Same as above. Daily at the site level by professionals 

(Horticultural Assistants);  

Biannually by the Deputy Superintending 

Horticulturist, at local level.  

Regional Director/Director/Joint Additional 

Director General, at national level as and when 

required.     

 

4 Risk 

Management 

 

Maintaining an 

effective liaison with 

the all concerned, 

and maintaining up-

to-date record of 

contact addresses of 

all.   

Periodical meetings 

with the District 

Collector, and Sub 

Divisional 

Magistrate, Patan.  

Minimum monthly, ideally daily. Risks are unforeseen; 

hence, one is required 

to remain always alerts 

and in readiness.  

4.1 Management 

of Buffer 

Zone 

Monitoring incoming 

revenue 

and funds 

Biannually  

4.2 Sahastralinga 

Talao 

Existing condition 

reports as in 1 

Same as 1 above.  
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above, excepting 3D 

laser scanning data. 

4.3 100 m area 

surrounding 

the 

nominated 

property and 

the 

Sahastralinga 

Talao. 

Existing condition 

reports, revenue 

records, along with 

digital photographs. 

Daily at site level by professionals (Conservation 

Assistant); biannually by the Superintending 

Archaeologist/Deputy Superintending 

Archaeologist/ Deputy Superintending 

Archaeological Engineer/Assistant 

Superintending Archaeological Engineer of 

Vadodara Circle, Vadodara, at local level.  

Regional Director/Director/Joint Additional, 

Director General, at national level as and when 

required.   

No new construction is 

allowed in the Buffer 

Zone as per existing 

legislation, i.e., 

AMASRA 2010. Only 

reconstruction (no 

change in construction 

volume) is allowable in 

respect of valid 

property. 

4.4 200 m area 

surrounding 

the Buffer 

Zone 

Existing condition 

reports, revenue 

records, along with 

digital photographs. 

Daily at site level by professionals (Conservation 

Assistant); biannually by the Superintending 

Archaeologist/Deputy Superintending 

Archaeologist/ Deputy Superintending 

Archaeological Engineer/Assistant 

Superintending Archaeological Engineer of 

Vadodara Circle, Vadodara, at local level.  

Regional Director/Director/Joint Additional 

Director General, at national level as and when 

required.   

As per existing 

legislation, i.e., 

AMASRA 2010, only the 

National Monument 

Authority can grant 

permission for any new 

construction, or for 

repairs and renovation 

in the existing 

constructions etc. 

 

This Management Plan has been prepared based on the assessments conducted on different aspects of the 

Property and the requirements. However, this a dynamic documented which has to be closely monitored 

and updated regularly.  
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Annexure 2.1 

Development in Architecture in Pre-Islamic Gujarat 

The surviving grandeur of the Rani-ki-Vav is evident in the elaborate art and architecture 

surviving to an appreciable extent in the monument. Not only the entire corridor and pavilions walls, 

but also the well shaft is profusely decorated with beautiful sculptures of contemporary period. Even 

the pillars of pavilion carry symbolic decorations adding to splendour of the vav. Given below is a 

brief of the preceding and contemporary art and architectural styles that developed in the region 

(Dhaky 1975: 114, 120 and 165; Mankodi 1991: 231-234), and were inspiration to conceptualization 

and construction of Rani-ki-Vav. 

 

Four main architectural styles have been documented by scholars:  

 Saurashtra style of the southern peninsula of Saurashtra. 

 Maha - Maru style of upper Marwar, the Sambhar area with its offshoots in upper-Mewad. 

 Maha - Gurjara style of northern Gujarat, upper Saurashtra, Kachch and lower Rajasthan. 

 Maru - Gurjara style, which inherited the basic structural forms and architectural ability of 

the Maha - Maru style, and the ornateness and rich ornamental designs of the Maha- 

Gurjara style.  

 

The Table 2.3 below gives information about style, patronage, main features, date and 

examples of the above-mentioned architectural  styles. 

 

Primarily, these architectural styles developed to provide fillip to temple architecture in the 

region. However, these developments also influenced the some other contemporary structures such 

as stepwells. The study of art and architectural attributes of Ran-ki-Vav suggests that it was 

influenced by the Maru-Gurjara style of eleventh/twelfth century CE. An examination of the size and 

complexity of the Rani-ki-Vav indicates that the vav was constructed when Maru-Gurjara style had 

fully developed. However, the sculpture housed in the uppermost terrace of the Rani-ki-Vav testify 

to the fact that they are the latest production at this site, and share some similarities with carvings 

on the Rudramahalaya Temple at Sidhpur, Patan, built in twelfth century CE. 



Type and 

Chronology 
Region Patronage Features Examples 

Saurashtra 
Southern peninsula of 

Saurashtra 

Maitrakas and 

Saindhava 

rulers 

Moderately–sized temples. 

Little decorative and sculptural ornamentation 

Temples of Gop, Visavada, Than, Miani and 

others. 6th to 10th 

Cent AD 

Maha-Maru 

Marwar (Maru-

mandala) 

Gurjar-

Pratihara 

High and moulded terrace (jagati). 

Multi-turreted spire (Latina shikhara). 

Elaborately sculptured doorframes and idols. 

Intricately worked ghata-pallava motif on 

pillars. 

An elongated pediment (udgama) with 

fretwork.  

Temples of Chitor, Osia, Budhkala, Sikar and 

others. 8th to 10th  

Cent AD 

Maha-Gurjara South of Marwar (the 

area of northern 

Gujarat, upper 

Saurashtra, and 

Kachchh) 

Chudasma, 

and Chavdas 

A moulded basement (pitha).  

A pyramidal roof rising in receding tiers 

(phamskara). 

Less sculptural ornamentation in its earlier 

phase than in Maha-Maru style. 

Temples of Roda and Shamlaji in northern 

Gujarat, Ranak Devi and those in Maithan in 

northern Saurashtra, some temples in 

Kachchh as in Puam Rano Gadh, in Kotai and 

Kerakot, and some temples in the Mewar area 

(Medapata) as in Ghanerao, Pali, Unwas, 

Jagat, Eklingji, Osia, and others 

8th to 10th 

Cent AD 

Maru-Gurjara  

From southern 

Rajasthan (Osia or 

Pali) to Prabhas 

Caulukya 

rulers. 

Has elements of both Maha-Maru and Maha-

Gurjara.  

Closely-knit uniformity of architectural and 

Temples of Vimal Vasahi at Mt. Abu, the 

Nilkantha Mahadeva temple in Miani, the 

temple group in Kumbharia, the Rudra 



10th to 14th 

Cent AD (later 

continued in 

stagnant 

manner) 

Patan (Somnath 

temple)  

decorative designs. 

Profusely carved basement (pitha) with 

several mouldings like gaja, asva, and 

narathara. 

Absence of a terrace (jagati), and dwarf 

ghatapallava pillars which are intricately 

carved. 

Mahalaya in Siddpur, the restoration works 

in the temple of Somnath in Prabhas Patan, 

the pillars of glory (kirti-stambha) in 

Vadnagar and Kapadganj, the monumental 

gateways in Jhinjhuvada and Dhabhoi, and 

others.  

 



Annexure 2.2 

Method of Construction of a Well based on Interview 

After selecting a site for the well, an area of intended diameter was to a depth of nearly 2m. A 

circular wooden platform made of Semal tree was lowered into the pit and controlled with ropes. 

The wooden platform would serve a base for constructing a ring of brick core or veneer securing the 

pit walls. The construction would proceed from bottom upwards. When the ring of bricks had dried 

and hardened, the digging was resumed from underneath the wooden platform for a further 2 m 

depth and a ring of greater thickness was again constructed below in the same manner left to 

solidify. The process continued further with varying height and thickness of veneer rings until the 

water table was reached.  The thicker veneer would counterbalance earth pressure being exerted on 

sides of the pit. 
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Documentation Sheet of the Loose Sculptures and Architectural Members 

recovered from excavations at Rani-Ki-Vav, Patan, Gujarat (India) 

 

 

S. No. 1 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Male Deity 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

58x38x15 

Negative No. 1/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic deposits seen  

Condition The image sculpture is damaged. Left hands and head portion are missing. 

Remarks  

S. No. 2 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Standing two male 
sculptures  

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

63x44x22 

Negative No. 2/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Upper part of the Sculpture is missing.  
 

Remarks  



2 
 

 

 

 

  

S. No. 3 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Divine couple 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

74x43x30 

Negative No. 3/D/35mm/ 
01 & 4/D/35mm/ 
01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Lower part and head are partly damaged. 

Remarks  

S. No. 4 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Panel having two rows 
musicians 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

120x40x43 

Negative No. 5/D/35mm/ 
01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Weathered 

Remarks  



3 
 

 

 

S. No. 5 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Pillar’s capital. 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

70x62x25 

Negative No. 6/D/35mm/ 
01 
7/D/35mm/ 
01 
8/D/35mm/ 
01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Partly damaged. 

Remarks  

S. No. 6 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 
 

Identification Male deity  

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

64x50x24 

Negative No. 10/D/35mm/ 
01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition The Sculpture is damaged and eroded. 

Remarks  



4 
 

 

 

 

  

S. No. 7 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Lower portion of two 
sculptures 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

49x55x18 

Negative No. 12/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Upper part of the sculptures is missing. 
 

Remarks  

S. No. 8 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Brahma - Brahmani 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

53x55x18 

Negative No. 23/D/35mm/01 
25/D/35mm/01 
31/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  
 

Condition Buff Coloured Sand Stone 

Remarks  



5 
 

 

 

 

  

S. No. 9 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Male deity 
 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

48x50x27 

Negative No. 15/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Buff Coloured Sand Stone 

Remarks  

S. No. 10 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Male deity 
 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

38x37x30 

Negative No. 16/D/35mm/01 & 
17/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Highly  and artly damaged  

Remarks  



6 
 

 

 

 

  

S. No. 11 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Female  deity 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

50x33x30 

Negative No. 18/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition The sculpture is partly damaged and eroded. 

Remarks  

S. No. 12 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Female  deity 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

49x33x17 

Negative No. 19/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition The sculpture is partly damaged and eroded. 

Remarks  



7 
 

 

 

  

S. No. 13 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Ganesh 
 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

53x57x25 

Negative No. 20/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition The sculpture is partly damaged and eroded. 

Remarks  

S. No. 14 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Male deity 
(Bhairava?) 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

66x40x28 

Negative No. 21/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition The sculpture is partly damaged and weathered. 

Remarks  



8 
 

 

 

 

  

S. No. 15 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Panel of deities  

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

53x57x25 

Negative No. 22/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Head portion of the main deity is missing. Attributes and other details of the 
panel are not clear. 

Remarks  

S. No. 16 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 
 

 

Identification Divine couple 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

70x53x14 

Negative No. 13/D/35mm/01 & 
14/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Lower portion of the sculpture is missing and belly and thigh portion are 
badly mutilated. 

Remarks  



9 
 

 

 

S. No. 17 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Carved stone block 
having sculptural 
depiction on three 
sides 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

62x31x21 

Negative No. 26/D/35mm/01, 
27/D/35mm/01 & 
28/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Faces and bodies of the all the images carved on the stone block  are highly 
weathered. 

Remarks  

S. No. 18 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Bhairava 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements 
(in cm) 

53x54x27 

Negative No. 29/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition Both lower and upper left hands are missing.  

Remarks  



10 
 

 

 

 

  

S. No. 19 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Female deity  

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

52x40x36 

Negative No. 30/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic deposits seen  

Condition The sculpture is partly damaged.  

Remarks  

S. No. 20 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Panel depicting two 
deities. 

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

115x52x40 

Negative No. 32/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic deposits seen  

Condition The sculpture is partly eroded.  

Remarks  



11 
 

 

 

S. No. 21 Photographs/Drawings 

Year of 
Documentation 

2001 

 

Identification Sculptural panel  

Stone Type Buff coloured 
Sandstone 

Level  

Grid  

Measurements (in 
cm) 

138x50x30 

Negative No. 33/D/35mm/01 

Deposits Organic Deposits seen  

Condition The sculptural panel is partly damaged.  

Remarks  



Annexure 2.4 

Types of Stepwell with examples 
 

Type Distinguishing features Type according to 
the shilpa-texts Chronology Type of 

Architecture 
Other 
features Representative specimens 

1 With L-shaped corridor    Shaurashtra 
(6th-10th Cent 
AD) 

 Manjushri stepwellNear Dhank in the Barda Hills, Rajkot, 
Gujarat, c. early 7th century.  

2 With straight stepped 
corridor and one entrance 

Nanda (with one 
entrance) 

    

a. With lateral stairs within 
the straight stepped 
corridors 

 circa 11th 
century. 

8th -10th Cent 
AD 

A pond 
(kunda) is 
present 
adjoining the 
stepwell. 

Ankol Mata stepwellin Davad, Gujarat, c.11th century ;  
Raniôs Stepwell in Patan, Patan, Gujarat, c. 11th century; 
Mata Bhawani stepwell in Ahmedabad, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, 
c. 11th century. 

b. With both the 
supporting structures, i.e., 
the pavilion tower and the 
additional supporting 
framework. 

 Circa 15th -
17th century 

  Dada Harir Stepwellin Ahmedabad, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, 
dated A.D. 1499; 
The Stepwells   in Limboi, Sabarkantha, Gujarat, dated A.D. 
1630;  
The Stepwellin Sathamba, Sabarkantha, Gujarat, 12th century; 
Naga Bava stepwellin Dhrangadhra, Surendra Nagar, Gujarat, 
c. A.D. 1525; 
Ghanti stepwellin Idar, Sabarkantha, Gujarat, c. 16th/17th 
century; 
 Stepwellin Hampur, Surendranagar, Gujarat, c. 16th/17th 
century. 

c. Only with the 
supporting framework, i.e., 
only pavilions. 

     

3 With crossed-shaped 
ground plan 

Vijaya (with four 
entrances) 

Circa 12th 
century. 

  Chaumukhi stepwellin village Chobari, Surendra Nagar, 
Gujarat, c. 12th century. 



4 With straight stepped 
corridor and three 
entrances 

Jaya (with three 
entrances).  

Circa 15th 
century 

  Ruda Bai stepwellin Adalaj, near Ahmedabad, Gujarat, dated 
A.D. 1499. 

5 With circumambulatory 
passage 

Bhramani (coiling 
staircase). 

Circa 11th-
19th (even 
20th) century 

 Besides 
circular, the 
spiral 
staircases 
might descend 
to underground 
rooms and 
chambers 
constructed 
surrounding 
square well as 
at 
Mehmumabad.   

Ra Khengar stepwellin Vanthali, Junagarh, Gujarat, c. A.D. 
1235; 
Navghan Kuo at Junagarh, Junagarh, Gujarat, c. 11th century; 
Helical stepwellat Pavagarh, Panchmahal, Gujarat, c. 16th 
century; 
Stepwellof Wankaner palace, c. A.D. 1935-40;  
The stepwellof Mahmudabad has a square well and 
surrounding spiral staircases; 
Bhamariya Stepwellat Mehmumabad, Kheda, Gujarat, c. 16th  

century; the same Stepwells   is at Mandva also. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annexure 2.5 

Types of Subterranean Water Structures in India 

Subterranean water structures in India can briefly be classified as follows: 

a. Tanka (Underground Water Tank) 
b. Kunda or Pushkarani (Tank) 
c. Ringwell  
d. Kua (Well) 
e. Talao (Tank/Pond) 
f. Ghats (Long parallel steps along a river bank)  
g. Vav/Vapi or Baoli (Stepwell) 

 

Stepwells are mentioned in the ancient ’Shilpa Shastra’ as ‘vapi’, the Sanskrit word used for 
public well accessed through steps attached to it, which are of the following types of man-made 
water bodies (see Table A) 

Table A: The four types of water bodies as mentioned in ancient Indian classical shilp-texts 

Sanskrit term Meaning Examples 

Kupa A simple vertical well Both circular and square wells are common in 
Gujarat. 

Kunda An artificial pond Surya Kunda at Sun Temple at Modhera, 
Mehsana.  

Vapi A stepwell (or a stepped 
well) 

Rani-ki-Vav at Patan, Gujarat 

Tadaga An artificial dam A dam built on Sudarshan Lake at Junagadh, 
Gujarat, constructed by Chandragupta Murya 
(322 – 294 CE), is first historical evidence of 
man-made dam.  
 

 

The Aparajitprichchha is the earliest texts to devote a full chapter on discussion of stepwells, 
wells, ponds, etc. (Chapter 74). The information given in text classifies stepwells into four types.  

Table B: Classification of the stepwells as per Aparajitprichchha 

Types Characteristics Types 

Nanda One entrance 
(eka-vaktra) 
and three 
pavilion-towers 
(trikuta). 

a) Stepwells with lateral stairs: These Stepwells have lateral stairs 
which reduce the length of the corridor and help in reaching 
the lower levels more quickly. The Rani-ki-Vav stepwell falls in 
this category. 

b) Stepwells with the pavilion towers and additional supporting 
framework: These Stepwells have broad corridors and have 
both the pavilions and additional supporting structures. 

c) Stepwells with Pavilion Towers as only supporting structures: 
They have a narrow corridor descending up to five to six 
storeys underground. 

Bhadra Two entrances 
and six pavilion-
towers 
(satkuta). 

 



Jaya Three 
entrances and 
nine pavilion-
towers (nava-
trikuta). 

These types of Stepwells have three flights of steps arranged 
clockwise and attached to the stepped corridor, e.g., the stepwell 
at Adalaj. 

Vijaya Four entrances 
(sarvatobhadra) 
and twelve 
pavilion-towers 
(surya-kuta). 

They have a cross shaped plan form and one of the major 
examples is the Chaumukhi stepwell in village of Chaubari. 

 

 

Based on the ancient Indian canonical texts (Shipa Shastras) mentioning architectural features, 
Jutta Jain has classified stepwells of Gujarat into five following main typologies (1981: 19-68; 
2012: 1-12):  

Type Three: L–shaped Stepwells      

This is exclusive to Gujarat and found nowhere else, it has an L shaped plan form and the stepped 
corridor turns at right angles. This is the earliest structured Stepwells built in Gujarat. e.g. the 
Stepwell near Dhank. 

Type four: Stepwells with circumambulatory passage 

These Stepwells have a circumambulatory passage around them, e.g., the Ra Khengar stepwell. 
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Annexure 3.1

Comparison of different types of single component water structures/systems or water architecture

Comparative
features/Attributes

Single Component water system
Stepped-well/Baoli/Vav Kund, Stepped Pond

Common to Hot arid regions
Built/Physical form

Description

Series of steps/straight flight leading to a cylindrical well shaft. Steps arranged parallel to the normal slope of the
excavated earth, much like a retaining wall.

4 walls looks like a serrated surface, transverse by short
flights of steps to reach a lower level

Existence

Continued tradition since late Gupta rule, inspired from the
Buddhist water holes. Received sudden proliferation in the
backdrop of ravaging of Somnathpur Temple by Mahmud of
Ghazni.

Continued tradition since late Gupta rule, inspired from the
Buddhist water holes.

Patrons
These were patronised mainly by women of higher ranks. Wells
with its water was associated with fertility and the mother
goddess.

The principle patrons were male members of the
community and were always associated with temples.

Symbols
These constructions commemorated the presence of a matriarchal
system prior to the advent of Hinduism, as interpreted by the
Brahmins.

These constructions being a part of the temple complex
were patriarchal in its symbolism.

Design
1. Capacity in

controlling
micro-climate
and protection
of water

More effective in protecting water against evaporation as the
exposed surface/film of water is devoid of deep shadows. The hot
air is channelized into the well volume in contact with the cooler
air inside, becomes heavier (moisture laden) and forma protective
layer for the stored water. This on one hand increases the
moisture content inside the well-volume, but helps  significantly in
lowering microclimate, preventing loss of water through
evaporation.

Functionally less effective in protection water against
evaporation as a larger surface area of the stored water
remains exposed to the sun. Also, by design, the walls
splay outwards, much like an inverted pyramid, which
minimises possibility of casting shadows and controlling
the micro-climate.

2. Response to
Seismic activity

It is comparatively more challenging seismic design, as there are 2
mutually contrasting volumes – cylinder and a half-pyramid, are

Simpler and less complex structure where seismic design is
concerned. Each block is supported and laid in successive
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used to create a symmetrical design, devoid of free standing
columns, reinforcements by adding pilasters to walls (to take load
off and reduce chances of vertical cracks),  Pavilions to cross-brace
the well during motion,  rabbeted roof to lock elements in place.
Multiple symmetries (by design) was achieved which dampen
vibrations. The centre of gravity by design was lower and hence
gave superior resistance to the loads. Interlocked joints reduced
possibility of displacement of stone blocks (the surfaces of stones
in contact with alternate courses were made rough to increase
friction and resist movement). The volume of water aided in
dampening vibration and providing counter forces to interlocked
stones that could buckle inwards.

courses, much in the same manner as it was in quarry.
Hence in a constant state of equilibrium.

Functions
Functionally of space remained a convergence of sacred and
secular actions. As a space, it remains an area for social
communion and on the other hand en-shrines water.

Functionally different, usually attached to a temple or in
the vicinity of a temple. The main function was a ritual dip
and less for providing water.

Stepped with is an open roofed columns, terraces, and pavilions
resting on vertical supports.

Comparatively compact and geometric in design,
reminiscent of a cosmic map.

This is a compressive structure by design and works by super-
imposing heavier load on sub-structure.

Designed along slope of the natural slope. Partly
compressive walls and pavilion.
In early stepped ponds the descent was steeper than the
later ones.

The pavilion-like spaces are repeated in a forward and vertical
directions

The pavilions like spaces are nested so they appear to
vibrate in motion.

The measure of the circular segment is by hasta, a unit from 14 to
24 inches. The dia of the cylinder should ideally range between 4
to 13 (rudrakupa – a well causing fear- the Rani ki Vav is just under
30 feet – which is a fearsome feat) hasta, but the one of 8 hasta
was considered manohar or beautiful.
Sub-parts – from 10th to 13th century, stepped well started having
the following distinguishing features – corbelled column capital,
shorter column to column span, use of false arch, decorated well-
brackets, series of pavilions, high stone benches with carved backs
either surrounding open pavilions or shaded enclosed by stone
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screens and roofed , high decorated thresholds, - all together
became a major architectural form.
Eg Chaumukhi stepped well, Chobari, Saurashtra1, the Saptamukhi
stepped well in Dhaboi, Stepped well in Kotadi, on the road to
Kheda, north of Ahmedabad2, Rani Stepped well3, Nadol, southern
Rajasthan Rataba stepped well in Rampura, Rupa Stepped well4

(1000 AD),  Trikambarot ni Vav or Bahadur Singh`s Stepped well

Eg- Roda, Dedadara, Ossian, Abhaneri, Katan Vav, Chand
baori

Both aim at attaining perfection in design where the focus/vanishing point remains water.  The shapes used in composition are
distinct and each having distinct existence and defined limits/edges.
 The focus on water is axial, almost hiding the water from the

entrance.
 Here the straight flight of steps crosses the domains of the

naga, the mother goddess and her crocodile, where the axis
mundi connects with the earth.

 Synonymous to the womb or garbagriha of temple, the most
sacred core is dramatised with the changing scio-graphy or
combination of light and darks, that changes with the changing
sun-path.

 The focus is equal from all perspectives, where the
water is visible equally from all points.

 Person entering the well, experiences the reframing of
the view with descent, culminating in the mystical
square of water in the courtyard.

 The cosmic centering of the pool is accentuated by the
folding of staircases, at the pools perimeter as if never
quite settling on a final edge.

The gradient of the surrounding lands are tended in such a manner that the surface run-off remains collected and stored  in the
well
These are markers of points where humans connect with the divine in contact with the continuous flow of energy of sacred
geography, by good fortune coincides with the continuous water table created by regions geology. Hence is the social protection
towards natural resources and move towards maintenance of water.

1 1000 AD, in ruins – crossed shaped well with flights leading in 4 cardinal directions to meet the 4 edges of a square pool, this is the only one that meets the description of
the shastras of a 4 entranced well
2 all the 3 are works in progress, evidence of experimentation of positioning the pavilions as most of the pavilions have fallen/toppled over time
3 first one to have a single entry system and a Persian-wheel like system to draw water
4 Both Rani and Rupa stepped wells are the first of its kind to having pavilion ordered vertically in stacks. The vertical columns and the horizontal pavilion roofs and floors
were arranged to weave through  the space – a 3D Tartan  (criss-cross horizontal and vertical bands)
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Source: (Livingstone, 2002)
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Annexure 3.2

Comparison between Single component and Multi-component water structure/network (where the component of a well even if in its most
primitive form is present)

Comparative features Single component structure Multi-component water network

Location & distribution

 Those that are standalone – i.e. having a single component
for multiple functions i.e. for storage, protection and
consumption of water, controlling micro-environment and
water, pleasure, repository of faith and a platform for human
interaction. The principle function is water storage.

 Those having multiple components, over a larger geopolitical
area, where each component may or may not play multiple roles.

Relation with sub
components

 These would function in tandem with a series of individual
structures not necessarily interconnected, except sharing
groundwater.

 These would function in a network, where different component
parts play an active role in storing, distributing and protecting
water to more than one location at a given point of time

Source of water

 These tap immediate natural aquifer, store and conserve
water tapped in-situ. Users would have to travel a distance to
access it.

 The source of water and locations where distributed generally
don’t coincide. It is transported to remote areas for distribution.
That is the source is remote from the areas to which water is
distributed.

Physical description
 It is a vertically stack component, which are accessed through

a flight of steps. The structure is essentially subterranean but
the roof is open to sky.

 Structures may or may not be subterranean and not all parts can
be accessed. There are apertures at intervals to access the
underground components for periodic maintenance.

Protection of water
 Water is protected from evaporation by the layer of moist air

over the top-layer and from over consumption or waste
through value/belief system (social protection)

 Water when underground, in channels or pipes is protected from
evaporation by reducing exposure. On surface, it remains socially
protected through restrictive use.

Functions (direct and
indirect)

 These were first social infrastructure structures and then
appreciated for the role it played in society. Comparatively
being works of labour in arid zones, the celebration of water
as life and the need to innovate construction techniques so
that water could be perennially accessed was a necessity
than luxury.

 Mainly community facility, but could also be had at individual
level

 These were first utilitarian structures with social values adhered
to the same.  The proliferation of elaborate networks which could
afford transmission loss was in areas with comparatively higher
water tables and more ground water, i.e. areas having the luxury
of water.

 Community facility, as the network would be elaborate.

Source:

Dying Wisdom: Rise, Fall and Potential of India's Traditional Water Harvesting Systems (State of India's Environment, Volume 4); Publisher: Centre for Science and
Environment (1997), New Delhi,
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Annexure 3.3

Stepped Wells of the North-Western India

Gujarat Rajasthan Other areas (New Delhi,
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh)

1. Rock-cut stepped well as a part
of Dholavira: a Harappan City,
Gujarat, Dist., Kachchh, India,
(WH TL Property 1090)

2. NavghanKuo, Uparkot, Junagadh,
Gujarat (3-5th Cent AD)

3. Jhilani wells, Dhank, Gujarat (7th
Cent AD)

4. Manjushree wells, Dhank,
Gujarat, (7th Cent AD)

5. BochavdiVav, Gujarat (7th Cent
AD)

6. PuleshwariniVav, Gujarat (7th
Cent AD)

7. AdiKadi (Chadi) Baoli, Junagarh,
Gujarat, India (10th Century)

8. Chobari, Saurashtra, Gujarat
(1000 AD) (Livingstone, 2002)

9. Chaumukhi stepped well, Gujarat
(1000AD)

10. Rani kiVav, Patan, Gujatat, India
(1092 AD)

11. AnkolmataVav at Davad,
Sabarkantha, Gujarat (1066-94
AD)

12. Mata Bhawani (Asarva) Stepped
Well, Ahmedabad, Gujarat (11th
Century)

13. BatriskothaVav, Kapadvanj,
Gujarat, India (11th Century)

14. JetaniVav, Ghumli (11th-12th
Cent AD), Jamnagar, Gujarat

15. Ganga Vav, Wadhwan, Gujarat
(1169 AD)

16. Nadir kiVav in Nagaka village,
Ghumli, Gujarat (12th Cent AD)

17. Bhamaria Stepped Well, Sojali,
Kheda, Gujarat

18. HathabVav, Bhavnagar, Gujarat
19. Stepped well in Kotadi, on the

road to Kheda, north of
Ahmedabad

20. Ra KhengarVav at Vanathali,
Junagarh, Gujarat (1235 AD)

21. Saptamukhi stepped well in
Dabhoi, Gujarat (1255AD)

22. Madha Stepped Well, Wadhwan,
Gujarat, India (1294 AD)

23. JnanVav, West of MulDwarka,
Temple complex, Gujarat (13th

36. Stepped Well, Mandore,
Jodhpur, Rajasthan (7th Cent
AD)

37. ChotiKhatu, NagaurDist,
Rajasthan (8th Cent AD)

38. Rupa Stepped well (10th Cent
AD), Nadol, Rajasthan, India
(Neubauer-Jain, 1981)

39. Rani Stepped well, Nadol,
Bundi,  Rajasthan, India (11th
Century)

40. AsapurnaVav, Nadol,
Rajasthan (12th Cent AD)

41. Stepped well of Neemrana
Fort, Rajathan (1570 AD)

42. Raja UgrasenkiBaoli, as a
part of Delhi-a Heritage City
(WH TL Property 5743)
(12Cent AD)

43. GandhakkiBaoli as a part of
Delhi-a Heritage City (WH
TL Property 5743) (1211-36
AD)

44. Stepped wells in front of
KandariaManadeo and
Jagadambi Temples, as a
part of Khajuraho World
Heritage Site, Madhya
Pradesh (WH List Property
240) (13th-14th Cent AD)

45. Octagonal well near
Hathipol as a part of
FatehpurSikhri, Agra, India
(WH List Property 225)
(16th Cent)

46. Baoli in AkhbariMahal, Agra
Fort, India (WH List
Property 251) (16th Cent)

47. Babur`s Baoli in Diwan-i-am,
Agra Fort, India (WH List
Property 251) (16th Cent
AD? )

48. Shah Jahan-ki-Baoli,
Mahem, Rohtak, Haryana
(1628-58), in AH. 1069 (AD
1658-59).

49. Stepped well in Hayat-
Baksh garden as a part of
Red Fort Complex (WH List
Property 231) (17th Cent.
AD)

50. Stepped-Well in
PuranaQuila, as a part of
Delhi-a Heritage City (WH
TL Property 5743)
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Cent)
24. Narayan Rao`s  Stepped Well,

Idar, Gujarat (13th Cent AD)
25. Stepped well of Kankavati,

Gujarat
26. Rataba stepped well in Rampura,

Gujarat
27. TrikambarotniVav or Bahadur

Singh`s Stepped well
28. Dada Harir Stepped well,

Ahmedabad, Gujarat (1499AD)
29. Rudabai Stepped Well, Adalaj,

Gujarat, India (1499 AD)
30. NavlakhiVav, Lakshmi Mittal Vilas

Palace, Vadodra, Gujarat (15th
Cent AD)

31. Helical Stepped Well, as a part of
Champaner-Pavagadh
Archaeological Park (WH List
Property 1105) (15-16th Cent)

32. Garban Shah Vav, as a part of
Champaner-Pavagadh
Archaeological Park (WH List
Property 1105) (15-16th Cent)

33. Vidyadhara Stepped Well, Sevasi
(Baroda) 1543 AD

34. Bhamaria Stepped well, Kheda,
Gujarat (16th Cent AD)

35. JethabhaiMulji's Step-well at
Isanpur in Ahmadabad in Gujarat
(19th Cent. AD)
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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE 
(Legislative Department) 

N<M Delhi, the 30th March, 2010/Chaitra 9, 1932 (Saka) 

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the 
29th March, 2010, and is hereby publish.ed for general information:-

TIIEANCIENTMONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND 
REMAINS (AMENDMENT AND VALIDATION) ACT, 2010 

(No. 10 OF 2010) 
• [29th March, 20 10.] 

An Act further to amend the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 
Remains Act,·1958 and to make provision for validation of certain actions 
taken by the Central Government under the said Act. · 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Sixty-first Year of the Republic of india as follows:-

1. (J) This Act may be called the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Short title and 

Remains (Amendment and Validation)Act, 2010. commencement 

(2) Save as otherwise provided, it shall be deemed to have come into force (except 
sections 3, 5, 7 and 8 to 11) on the 23rd day of January, 2010. · 

2. On and from the 16th day of June, I 992, in the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, I 958 (hereinafter referred to as the principa!Act), in 
section 2,-

(i) after clause. (d), the following clauses shall be inserted and shall be deemed 
to have been inserted, namely:- · 

'(da) "Authority" means the National Monuments Authority constituted 
under section 20F; 

Amendment of 
section 2. 
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(db) "competent authority" means an officer not below the rank ofDirector 
of archaeology or Commissioner of archaeology of the Central or State 
Government or equivalent rank, specified, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
as the competent authority by the Central Government to perform functions 
under this Act: 

Provided that the Central Government may, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, specify different competent authorities for the purpose of sections 
20C, 20D and 20E; 

(de) "construction'.' means any erection of a structure or a building, 
including any addition or extension thereto either vertically or horizontally, but 
does not include a~y re-construction, ·repair and renovation of an existing 
structure or building, or, construction, maintenance and cleansing of drains 
and drainage works and of public latrines, urinals and similar conveniences, or, 
the construction and maintenance of works meant for providing supply of 
water for public, or, the construc~ion or maintenance, extension, management 
for supply and distribution of electricity to the public or provision for similar 
facilities for public;'; 

(it) after clause (h), the following clause shall be inserted and shall be deemed 
to have been inserted, namely:- · 

'(ha) "prohibited area" means any area specified or declared to be a 
prohibited area under section 20A; '; 

(iit) after clause (J), the following clauses shall be inserted and shall be deemed 
to have been inserted, namely:-

. '(k) "re-construction" means any erection of a structure or building to its 
.pre:existing structure, having the same horizontal and vertical limits; 

· ([) "regulated area" means any area specified or declared under section 
20B; 

(m) "repair and renovation" means alterations to a pre-existing structure 
or building, but shill! not include construction or re-construction;'. 

3. After section 4 of the principal" Act, the following section shall be inserted, 
namely:-

"4A. (I) The Central Government shall, on the recommendation of the Authority, 
prescribe categories in respect of ancient monuments or archaeological sites and 
remains declared as of national importance under sections 3 and 4, .and while 
prescribing such categories it shall have regard to the historical, archaeological and 
architectural value and such other factors a~ may be relevant for the purpose of such . 
categorisation. 

(2) The Central Government shall, on the recommendation of the AuthOrity, 
classify all the ancient monuments or archaeological sites and remains declared as of 
national importance under sections 3 and 4, in accordance with the categories 
prescribed under sub-section (I) and thereafter make the same available to the public 
and exhibit the same on its website. and also in such other manner as it may deem fit.''. 

4. On and from the 16th day ofJune, 1992, after section 20 of the principal Act, the 
following section shall be inserted and shall be deemed to have been inserted, namely:-

"PROHIBITED AND REGULATED AREAS 

20A. Every area, beginning at the limit of the protected area or the protected 
monument, as the case may be. and extending to a distance of one hundred metres in 
all directions shall be the prohibited area·in respect of such protected area or protected 
monument: 

Provided that the Central Government may, on the recommendation of the 
Authority, by notificatio9 in the Official Gazette, specify an area more than one hundred 
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metres to be the prohibited area having regard to the classification of any protected 
monument or protected area, as the case may be, under section 4A. 

(2) Save as otherwise provided in section 20C, no person, other than an 
archaeological officer, shall carry out any construction in any prohibited area. 

(3) In a case where the Central Government or the Director-General, as the case 
may be, is satisfied that-

( a) it is necessary or expedient for carrying out such public work or any 
project essential to the public; or 

(b) such other work or project, in its opinion; shall not have any substantial 
adverse impact on the preservation, safety, security of, or, access to, the 
monument or its immediate surrounding, 

it or he may, notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (2), in exceptional 
cases and having regard to the public interest, by order and for reasons to be recorded · 
in writing, permit, such public work or project essential to the public ·or other 
constructions, to be carried out in a prohibited area: 

Provided that any area near any protected monument or its adjoining area 
declared, during the period beginning on or after the 16th day of June, 1992 but 
ending before the date on which the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites 
and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Bill, 2010, receives the assent of the 
President, as a prohibited area in respect of such protected monument,shallbe deemed 
to be the pr.o.hibited area declared in respect of that protected monument in accordance 
with the pwvisions of this Act and any permission or licence granted by the Central 
Government or the Director-General, as the case may be, for the construction within 
the prohibited area on the basis of the recommendation of the Expert Advisory 
Committee, shall be deemed to have been validly granted in accordance with the 
provisions ofthis Act, as if this section had been in force at all material times: 

Provided further that nothing contained in the first proviso shall apply to any 
permission granted, subsequent to the completion of construction or re-construction 
of any building or structure in any prohibited area in pursuance of the notification of 
the Government of India in the Department of Culture (Archaeological Survey of 
India) number S.O. 1764, dated the 16th June, 1992 !.'sued under rule 34 of the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Rules, 1959, or, without having 
obtained the recommendations of the Committee constituted in pursuance of the 
order of the Government of India number 24/22/2006-M, dated the 20th July, 2006 
(subsequently referred to as the Expert Advisory Committee in orders dated the 
27th August, 2008 and the 5th May, 2009).". · 

5. In section 20A of the principal Act (as so inserted by section 4 of this Act), after 
sub-section (3), the following sub-section shall be inserted, namely:-

"(4) No permission, referred to in sub-section (3), including carrying out any 
public work or project essential to the public or other constructions, shall be granted 
in any prohibited area on and after the date on which the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Bill, 2010 receives the 
assent of the President.". 

Amendment 
of section 
20A. 

6. On and from the 16th day ofJune, 1992, after section 20Aofthe principal Act, the Insertion of 
following section shall be inserted and shall be deemed to have been inserted, namely:- new section 

20B. 

"20B. Every area, beginning at the limit of prohibited area in respect of every 
ancient monument and archaeological site and remains, declared as of national 
importance under sections 3 and 4 and extending to a distance of two hundred metres 
in all directions shall be the regulated area in respect of every ancient monument and 
archaeological site and remains: 

Provided that the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
specizy an area more than two hundred metres to be the regulated area having regard 
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to the classification of any protected monument or protected area, as the case may be, 
under section 4A: · 

Provided further that any area near any protected monument or its adjoining 
area declared, during the period beginning on or after the 16th day of June, !992 but 
ending before the date on which the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites 
and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Bill, 2010, receives the assent of the 
President, as a regulated area in respect of such protected monument, shall be deemed 
to be the regulated area declared in respect of that protected monument in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act and any permission or licence granted for construction 
in such regulated area shall, be deemed to have been validly granted in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act, as if this section had been in force at all material 
times.". 

7. After section 20B ofthe principal Act (as so inserted by section 6 of this Act) the 
following sections shall be inserted, namely:-

'20C. (1) Any person, who owns any building or structure, which existed in a 
prohibited area before the 16th day of June, 1992, or, which had been subsequently 
constructed with the approval of the Director-General and desires to carry out any 
repair or renovation of such building or structure, may make an application to the 
competent authority for carrying out such repair or renovation, as the case may be. 

(2) Any person, who owns or possesses any building or structure or land in 
any regulated area, and desires to carry out any construction or re-construction or 
repair or renovation of sue!] building or structure on such land, as the case may be, 
may make an application to the competent authority for carrying out construction or 
re-construction or repair or renovation, as the case may be. 

GRANT OF PERMISSION BY COMPETENT AUTHORITY 

20D. (/)Every application for grant of permission under section 20C ofthis Act 
shall be made to the competent authority in such manner as may be prescribed. 

(2) The competent authority shall, within fifteen days of the receipt of the 
application, forward the same. to the Authority to consider and intimate impact of 

. such construction (including the impact of large-scale development project, public 
project and project essential to the public)having regard to the heritage bye-laws 
relating to the concerned protected rnonument or protected area, as the case may be: 

Provided that the Central Government may prescribe the category of applications 
in respect of which the permission may be granted under this sub-section and the 
application which shall be referred to the Authority for its recommendations. 

(3) The Authority shall, within two months from the date of receipt of application 
under sub-section (2), intimate to the competent authority impacfofsuch construction 
(including the impact of large-scale development project, public project and \Jroject 
essential to the public). 

( 4) The competent authority shall, within one month ofthe receipt of intimation 
from the Authority under sub-section (3), either grant permission or refuse the same 

·as so recommended by the Authority. 

(5) The recommendations of the Authority shall be final. 

(6) In case the competent authority refuses to grant permission under this 
section, it shall, by ordt:r in writing, after giving an opportunity to the concerned 
person, intimate such refusal within tliree months from the date of receipt of the 
application to the applicant, the Central Government and the Authority. 

l 
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(7) If the competent authority, after grant of the permission under sub-section ( 4) 
and during the carrying out of the repair or renovation work or re-construction of 
building or construction referred to in that sub-section, is of the opinion (on the basis 
of material in his possession or otherwise) that such repair or renovation work or 
re-construction of building or construction is likely to have an adverse impact on the 
preservation, safety, security or access to the monument considerably, it may refer 
the same to the Authority for its recommendations and if so recommended, withdraw 
the permission granted under sub-section ( 4) if so required: 

· Provided that the competent authority may, in exceptional cases, with the 
approval of the Authority grant permission to the applicant referred to in sub-section (2) 
of section zoe until the heritage bye-laws have been prepared under sub-section (/) 
of section ZOE and published under sub-section (7) of that section. 

(8) The Central Government, or the Director-General, as the case may be, shall 
exhibit, on their website, all the permissions granted or refused under this Act. 

ZOK (/)The competent authority, in consultation with Indian National Trust for 
Arts and Cultural Heritage, being a trust registered under the Indian Trusts Act, 188Z, 
or such other expert heritage bodies as may be notified by the Central Government, 
shall prepare heritage bye-laws in respect of each protected monument and protected 
area. 

(2) The heritage bye-laws referred to in .sub-section (/) shall, in addition to 
such matters as may be prescribed, include matters relating to heritage controls such 
as elevations, facades, drainage systems, roads and service infrastructure (including 
electric poles, water and sewer pipelines). 

(3) The Central Government shall, by rules, specifY the manner of preparation 
of detailed site plans in respect of each protected area or protected monument or 
prohibited area or regulated area, the time within which such heritage bye-laws shall 
be prepared and particulars to be included in each such heritage bye-laws. 

( 4) The competent authority for the purpose of preparation of detailed site 
plans and heritage bye-laws may appoint such number of experts or consultants as it 
may deem fit. 

(5) A copy of each of the heritage bye-laws prepared under sub-section (J) 
shall be forwarded to the Authority for its approval. 

( 6) A copy of the heritage bye-laws as approved by the Authority under 
sub-section (5) shall be laid before each House of Parliament. 

(7) Each heritage bye-laws shall, be made available by the competent authority 
to the public, by exhibiting the same on its website and also in such other manner as 
it may deem fit, immediately after laying the same before each House of Parliament. 

NATIONAL MONUMENTS AUTHORITY 

ZOF. (/)The Central Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
constitute an Authority to be called as the National Monuments Authority. 

(2) The Authority shall consist of,-

(a) a Chairperson, on whole-time basis, to be appointed by the President, 
having proven experience and expertise in the fields of archaeology, country 
and town planning, architecture, h~ritage, conservation-architecture or law; 

(b) such number of members not exceeding five whole-time members and 
five part-time members to be appointed, on the recommendation ofthe Selection 
Committee referred to in section ZOO; by the Central Government, having proven 
experience and expertise in the fields of archaeology, country and town planning, 
architecture, herit":ge, conservation-architecture or law; . 

(c) the Director-General as member, ex officio. 

Heritage bye
laws. 

Constitution 
of National 
Monuments 
Authority. 
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(3) The tenure of the whole-time Chairperson or every whole-time member and 
every part-time member, of the Authority shall be three years from the date on which 
he assumes office as such and shall not be eligible for re-appointment: 

Provided that, save as otherwise provided in clause (c) of sub-section (2), any 
person who has held any post in the Archaeological Survey oflndia or in the Ministry 
of Culture ofthe Government of!ndia or a State Government or has not been found fit 
to be considered for being appointed to any such post shall, not be eligible to be 
appointed as the Chairperson or a member of the Authority: 

Provided further that any person, who had either been granted a permission or 
licence or refused any such permission or refused grant of a licence or any person or 
any ofhis relative having any interest in a prohibited area or a regulated area shall not 
be eligible to be appointed as a Chairperson or member. 

Explanation.-For the purposes of this section, "relative" means-

(i) spouse of the Chairperson or member of the Authority; 

(ii) brother or sister of the Chairperson or member of the Authority; 

(iii) brother or sister of the spouse of the Chairperson or member of the 
Authority; 

(iv)brother or sister of either of the parents ofthe Chairperson or member 
of the Authority; 

(v) any lineal ascendant or descendant of the Chairperson or member of 
the Authority; 

(vi) any lineal ascendant or descendant of the spouse of the Chairperson 
or member of the Authority; 

(vii) spouse of the person referred to in clauses (i1) to (vi); 

( 4) An officer, not below the rank of Joint Secretary to the Government oflndia, 
shall be the Member Secretary of the Authority. 

(5) The Central Government shall provide such number of officers and other 
employees as may be necessary for discharge of functions by the Authority under 
this Act. 

20G. (J) Every whole-time member and every part-time member of the Authority 
shall be selected by a Selection Committee consisting· of the following persons, 
namely:-

(a) Cabinet Secretary- Chairperson, ex officio; 

(b) Secretary in the Ministry of Culture -member, ex officio; 

· (c) Secretary in the MinistryofUrban development- member, ex officio; 

(d) three experts, having proven experience and expertise in the fields of 
archaeology, architecture, heritage or conservation-architecture to be nominated 
by the Ce11tral Government. 

(2) The Selection Committee referred to in sub-section (1) shall regulate its ·own 
procedure for the purposes of selecting whole-time members and part-time members 
of the Authority. 

20H. (1) The salaries and allowances payable to the whole-time Chairperson 
"and whole-time members, and the other terms and conditions of their service or fees 
or altowances payable to the part-time members, of the Authority shall be such as may 
be prescribed: 

Provided that neither the salary and allowances nor the other terms and 
conditions of serVice ofthe whole-time Chairperson and whole-time members shall be 
varied to their disadvantage after their appointment. 
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(2) The Authority shall regulate its own procedure for the purposes of holding 
its meetings (including quorum of such meetings) and granting permissions undef 
th.is Act. 

(3) All the decisions of the Authority shall be published in such manner as it 
may decide and also on its own website and on the website ofthe Centml Govemment. 

20-!. (/) The Authority shall exercise or discharge the following powers or 
functions, namely:-

(a) make recommendations to the Central Government for grading and 
classifying protected monuments and protected areas dedared as of national 
importance under sections 3 and 4, before the commencement of the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains(AmcndmCnt and Validation) 
Act, 20!0; 

(b) make recommendations to the Centra~ Govemmcn~ f0-f grading and 
cla,ssifYtng protected monuments and protected z~reas which may be declared 
atter the commencement of the Ancknt Monuments and A.rchaeologkal Sites 
and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Act, 2010, af. ofnationa! iraportance , 
under section 4; 

(c) oversee the working of the competent authorities; 

(d) to suggest measures for implementation qfthe provisions of this Act; 

(e) to consider the impact ofiarge-scale developmental projects, including 

Functions and 
powers of 
Authority. 

public projects and projects essential to the public which may be proposed in I 
the regulated ar0as and make recommendations in respect thereof to the ~ 
compe:tent·"aUthOrii)f; ¥ 

(f) to make recommendations to the competent authority for grant of 
permission. 

(2) The Authority shalL for the purpose of discharging functions under this 
Act, have the same powers as are vested in a civil comi under the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908 while trying a suit in respect of the following matters, namely:-

( a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person and examining 
him on oath; 

(h) requiring the discovery and production of documents; 

(c) any other matter which may be prescribed. 

201. (!)Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (3) of section 20F, 
the President in the case ofthC Chairperson and the Central Government in the case 
of whole-time member and pad-time n1ember may, by order, remove from offiCe, the 
Chairperson or any such member of the Authority, if he-

(a) has been adjudged an insolvent; or 

(b) has been convicted of an offence which, in the opinion of the Central 
Government, involves mora! turpitude; or 

(c) has become physically or mentally incapable of acting as Chairperson 
or member; or 

(d) has acquired such financial or other interests as is likely to affect 
prejudicially his functions; or 

(e) has so abused his position as to render his continuance in office 
prejudicial to the public interest. 

(2) The Chairperson or any member of the Authority shall not be removed 
under clauses (d) and (e) of sub-section (/) unless he has been given a reasonable 
opportunity of being heard in the matter. 

20K. On ceasing to hold office, the Chairperson or whole-time member of the 
Authority, as Hu, case may be, shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, be ineligible, 
for a period of five years from the date on which they cease to hold office, for further 
employment (including as consultant or expert or otherwise) in any institution, agency 
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or organisation of any nature mainly dealing with archaeology, country and town 
planning, architecture, heritage and conservation-architecture or whose matters had 
been before the Chairperson or such member. 

20L. {I) Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this Act, the Authority 
shall, in exercise of its powers or the discharge of its functions under this Act, be. 
bound by such directions on question of policy, other than those relating to technical 
and administrative matters, as the Central Government may give in writing to it from 
time to time: 

Provided that the Authority shall, as far as practicable, be given an opportunity 
to express its views before any direction is given under this sub-section. 

(2) The decision ofthe Central Government, whether a question is one of policy 
or not, shall be final. 

20M. Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions ofthis Act, the competent 
authority shall, in exercise of its powers or the discharge of its functions under this 
Act, be bound by such directions, as the Central Government may give in writing to 
it from time to time. 

20N. {I) If, at anytime the Central Government is of the opinion,-

(a) that, on account of circumstances beyond the control ofthe Authority, 
it is unable to discharge the functions or perform the duties imposed on it by or 
under the provisions of this Act; or 

(b) that the Authority has persistently defaulted in. complying with any 
direction given by the Central Government under this Act or in the discharge of 
the functions or performance of the duties imposed on it by or under the 
provisions of this Act and as a result of such default the financial position of 
the Authority or the administration of the Authority has suffered; or 

(c) that circumstances exist which render it necessary in the public interest 
so to do, 

the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, supersede the 
Authority for such period, not exceeding six months, as may be specified in the 
notification and appoint a person or persons as the President may direct to exercise 
powers and discharge functions under this Act: 

' 
Provided that before issuing any such notification, the Central Government 

shall give a reasonable opportunity to the Authority to make representations against 
the proposed supersession and shall consider the representations, if any, of the 
Authority. 

(2) Upon the publication of a notification under sub-section (I) superseding 
the Authority,-

( a) the Chairperson and all other whole-time members and part-time 
members shall, as from the date of supersession, vacate their offices as such; 

(b) all the powers, functions and duties which may, by or under the 
provisions of this Act, be exercised or qischarged by or on behalf of the 
Authority shall, until the Authority is reconstituted under sub-section (3), be 
exercised and discharged by the person or persons referred. to in 
sub-section (I); and 

(c) all properties owned or controlled by the Authority shall, until the 
Authority is reconstituted under sub-section (3), vest in the Central Government. 

(3) On or before the expiration of the period of supersession specified in the 
notification issued under sub-section (1), the Central Government shall reconstitute 
the Authority by a fresh appointment of its Chairperson and other whole-time members 
and part-time members and in such case any person who had vacated his officeunder 
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clause (a) of sub-section (2) shall not be deemed to be disqualified, subject to the. 
provisions of sub-section (3) of section 20F for reappointment for the remaining 
period. 

( 4) The Central Government shall cause a copy of the notification issued under 
sub-section (I) and a full report of any action taken under this section and the 
circumstances leading to such action to be laid before each House of Parliament at 
the earliest. 

20-0. No civil courtshall have jurisdiction inrespect of any matter which the 
Authority is empowered by or under this Act to determine and no injunction shall be 
granted by any court or other authority in respect of any action taken or to be taken 
in pursuance of any power conferred by or under this Act. 

20P. (!) The Authority shall prepare once in every year, in such form and at such 
time as may be prescribed by the Central Government, an annual report giving full 
description of all the activities of the Authority for the previous year. 

(2) A copy ofthe report received under sub-section (I) shall be laid, as soon as 
may be after it is received, before each House of Parliament. 

20Q. Where the Central Government considers it expedient so to do, it may, by 
order in writing call upon the Authority orthe competent authority, as the case may 
be, to furnish in writing such information, in such form and ·manner as may be 
prescribed, relating to its affairs as the Central Government may require.". 

8. In section30 of the principaiAct,-

(a) in sub-section (1),-

(z) for the words "imprisonment which may extend to three months", the 
words "imprisonment which may extend to two years" shall be substituted; 

(iz) for the words "fine which may extend.to five thousand rupees", the 
words "fine which may extend to one lakh rupees" shall be substituted; 

(b) in sub-section (2), for the words "fine which may extend to five tl)ousand 
rupees", the words ''imprisonment which may extend to two years of with fine which 
may extend to one lakh rupees or with both" shall be substituted. 

9. After section 30 of the principal Act, the following sections shall be inserted, 
.namely:-

"30A. Whoever raises, on and after the date on which the Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Bill, 2010, receives 
the assent ofthe President, any construction in the prohibited area, shall be punishable 
with imprisonment not exceeding two years or with fine which may extend to one lakh 
rupees or with both. 

308. Whoever raises, on and after the date ori which the Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation) Bill, 2010, receives 
the assent of the President, any construction in the regulated area without the previous 
permission of the competent authority'or in contravention ofthe permission granted 
by the competent authority, shall be punishable with imprisonment not exceeding two 
years or with fine which may extend to one lakh rupees or with both. 

30C. If any officer of the Central Government enters into or acquiesces in any 
agreement to do, abstains from doing, perinits, conceals or connives at any act or 
thing whereby any construction or re-construction takes place in a prohibited area or 
regulated area, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to three years, or with fine, or with both.". 
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lO. At\er section 35 of the principal Act, the following sections shall be inserted, 
namely:-

"35A. (1) The Director-General shall, within such time as maybe specified by 
the Central Government, conduct a survey or cause survey to be conducted in respect 
of a !I prohibited areas and regulated areas for the purpose of detailed site plans. 

(2) A report in respect of such survey referred to in sub~section ( l) shall be 
forwarded io the Central Government and to the Authority. 

35B. (J) The Director-General shail, within such time as may be specified by the 
Central Government, identity Or cause to be identified, .all constructions (of whatever 
nature) nmde on and ailer the 16th day of June, 1992 in all prohibited areas and 
regulat.::d r:reas and) thereafter, subn1it from time to time a report in respect thereof to 
the Central Gcnremrrl'f:nt 

(2) The Director-General shall, fOr the purposes of sub section (1), have the 
po'N!;:r to cal! for infOrmation from the locai bodies and other authorities.''. 

H. In section 3Z of the principal Act, in ~ub--section (2), atlerclause (c), the following 
clause~ sh-RH be inserted, no.mely>-

"(ca) the cmegorieg of ancient rn.onuments or archaeological sites and remains, 
declared a~; of national importanee1 under sub-section (/) ;:~f section 4A; 

(cb) the rnannc:r of making application for grant of permission under 
sub~scction (!) of section 20D; 

(cc) the category of applications in respect of which the permission may be 
granted and applications which shnll be referred to the Authority for its 
recomrnendatlon, under sub-section (J} of section 20D; 

(cd) the other matters including heritage controls such as elevations, facades, 
drainag{;. systems, roads and service infrastructure (including electric poles, water 
and sewer pipelines) under sub-section (2) of section 20E; 

(ce) the ~anner of preparation of detailed site plans in respect of each prohibited 
area and regulated area and the tim(; within which such heritage bye-laws shall be 
prepared and particulars to be. included in each such heritage bye-laws under 
sub-section (3) of section 20E; 

(cj) salaries and allowances payable· to, and the other terms and conditions of· 
service of, the whole-time Chairperson and whole-time members, or fees or allowances 
payable to the par1-1.ime rnembers, of the Authority under sub-section (1) of section 
20H; 

(cg) the fOrm in which and time at which the Authority shall prepare an annual 
report giving fuli description of its activities for the previous yeur under section 20P; 

(ch) the form and manner in which the Authority and competent authority shall 
fUrnish infOrrnation to the Centra! Government under section 20Q;". 

12. NotwithStanding anything contained in any judgment, decree or order of any 
court, tribunal or other authority~-

( a) any thing done or purported to be done or any action taken or. purported to 
be taken by the Central Government, except as provided in the second provi,so to 
sub--s~~ction (3) ofsection 20A, immediately before the i:.ommt;ncernent ofthisAct, in 
pursuance ofthe notification nfthe l1ovemmcnt of India in the Department ofCultme 
{Archaeolugicd Survey oflndia) number S.0.1764, dated the 16th June, 1992 issued· 
tmdm n_dc 34 of the Ancient Monument::: and Archae.:-dogical Sites and Remains 
Rules, 19.)9, ;;hall be deemed to be nnd deemed to lwve nlv,'ays been done or taken 
validly and in accon .. ianl:t; vtiHJ Jaw at all material timeEi rexcept as provided in the 
second prov.iso to ~~ub-sei,:tiot: (3) nf,:;ec.tion 20A] !ind no action taken or thing done 
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(including any order made, agreement entered into, or notification issued for 
constituting any Expert Advisory Committee) in connection with any permission 
granted or I icence issued for any construction in a prohibited area or a regulated area 
in respect of a protected monument, shall be deemed to be invalid or ever to have 
become invalid except as provided in the second proviso to sub-section (3) of section 
20A merely on the ground that the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 
Remains Act, 1958 or the rules, orders or notifications issued thereunder did not 
contain any provision for constitution of an Expe11 Advisory Committee or Advisory 
Committee, as the case may be; 

(b) no suit, claim or other proceedings shall be instituted, maintained'or continued 
in any court, tribunal or other authority for any permission or licence granted by the 
Central Government or the Director-General under the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 or any rule, order or notification made 
thereunder for carrying out any repair, renovation· or construction work or for 
undertaking any public work or public project before the commencement ofthis Act; 

(c) no claim or challenge shall be made in or entertained by any court, tribunal 
or other authority solely on the ground that the Central Government or the Director
General did not take into consideration any of th~ provisions of the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, as amended by the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and 
Validation) Act, 2010, in granting any permission or licence for the purpose of 
carrying out any mining or repair, renovation or construction work in a prohibited 
area or a regulated area at any time between the 16th day ofJune, 1992 and the date of 
commencement of this Act. 

13. (1) The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment Repea I and 
and Validation) Ordinance,201 0 is hereby repealed. savings. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, any1hing done or any action taken under the principal 
Act, as amended by the said Ordinance, shall be deemed to have been done or taken under 
the corresponding provisions of the principal Act as amended by this Act. 

V.K.BHASIN, 
Secy. to the Govt. of India 
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MINISTRY OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

 
NOTIFICATIONS 

NEW DELHI, THE 15TH OCTOBER, 1959 
 

S.O. 2306.-  In exercise of the powers conferred by section 38 of the Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sires and Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958), the Central Government hereby 
makes the following rules, the same having been previously published in the Gazette of India, 
Part II-Section 3-Sub-Section (ii), dated the 8th August, 1959, as required by sub-section (1) of the 
said section. 
 

ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SITES AND REMAINS RULES 1959 

 
CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARY 
 

1. Short title, date and commencement:   (1) These rules may be called the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Rules, 1959. 

 
(2) They extend to the whole of India, but rules 24, 25, 27, 28, 29 and 30 shall not apply to 

the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 
 
(3) They shall come into force on the 15th day of October, 1959.1 
 

1. Definitions.—In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires.— 
 

(a) “construction” means the construction of any structure and includes additions to or 
alterations of an existing building; 

 
(b) “copying”, together with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, means 

the preparation of copies by drawing or by photography or by mould or by squeezing 
and includes the preparation of a cinematographic film 2[and video film] with the aid of a 
hand-camera which is capable of taking films of not more than eight millimeters and 
which does not require the use of a stand or involve any special previous arrangement; 

                                                 
1 Vide S.O. 2307, dated 15.10.1959 
2 Vide GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991 
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(c) “filming”, together with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, means 

the preparation of a cinematographic film 1[including video film] with the aid of a camera 
which is capable of taking films of more than eight millimeters and which requires the 
use of a stand or involves other special previous arrangements; 

 
(d) “form” means a form set out in the Third Schedule; 
 
(e) “mining operation” means any operation for the purpose of searching for or obtaining 

minerals and includes quarrying, excavating, blasting and any operation of a like 
nature; 

 
(f) “prohibited area” or “regulated area” means an area near or adjoining a protected 

monument which the Central Government has, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
declared to be a prohibited area, or, as the case may be, a regulated area, for 
purposes of mining operation or construction or both; 

 
(g) “Schedule” means a Schedule to these rules; and  
 
(h) “section” means a section of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 

Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958). 
 

CHAPTER II 
ACCESS TO PROTECTED MONUMENTS 

 
3. Monuments governed by agreement.—(1)  Access to protected monuments in respect of 

which an agreement has been entered into between the owner and the Central Government 
under section 6, or in respect of which an order has been made by that Government under 
section 9, shall be governed by the provisions of the agreement or, as the case may be, the 
order; and nothing in rules 4, 5, 6 or 7 shall be construed as affecting any such agreement or 
order. 

 
(2) A copy of the relevant provisions of every such agreement or order shall be exhibited in 

a conspicuous part of the monument concerned. 
 

4. Parts of monuments not open.—The Director-General may, by order, direct that 2[any 
protected monument or any specified part thereof] shall not be open, permanently or for a 
specified period, to any person other than an archaeological officer, his agents, subordinates 
and workmen and any other Government servant on duty at such part. 

 
5. Monuments when kept open.--(1) The protected monument specified in the First Schedule 

shall remain open during the hours specified against them in that schedule; protected 
monuments which are not so specified and to which neither rule 3 nor rule 4 applied shall 
remain open from sunrise to sunset: 
 

3[Provided that an archaeological officer, or any officer of the Archaeological Survey 
of India authorised by him in this behalf may, by notice to be exhibited in a conspicuous 
part of a protected monument, direct that a protected monument or part thereof shall.— 

(i) Be kept open beyond the said period; or 

                                                 
1 Vide GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991 
2 Vide GSR 800 (E), dated 17.10.2000 with effect from 28.10.2000 
3 Vide S.O. 5002, dated 13.12.1969 
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(ii) Be closed temporarily for such period as may be specified 
by the notice]. 

 

(2) Nothing in this rule or in rule 6 shall apply to an archaeological officer, his agents, 
subordinates and workmen or to any other Government servant on duty at a protected 
monument. 

 
6. Entrance fee.— 
 
1[No  person above the age of fifteen years shall enter any protected monument or part thereof.— 
 

(a) Specified as category A monuments in Part I of the Second Schedule, 
 
2[except on payment as follows: 

 
(i) Citizens of India – Rs. 10/- per head; 
 
(ii) Others - 3[[US $ 5 or Indian Rs. 250/-]] per head.] 

 
(b) Specified as category B monuments in Part II of the Second Schedule, 
 
2[except on payment as follows; 

 
(i) Citizens of India – Rs. 5/- per head; 
 
(ii) Others - 3[[US $ 2 or Indian Rs. 100/-]] per head.] 

4[* * *] 
5[Provided further that an archaeological officer, or any officer of the 

Archaeological Survey of India authorised by him in this behalf may exempt, members 
of delegations sponsored by the Central Government or a State Government, State 
Guest and persons accompanying such delegations or guest, from the payment of such 
fee.] 

6[Provided also that the Director-General may, by order, direct that, on such 
occasions and for such periods as may be specified in the order, no fee shall be 
charged for entry into a protected monument or part thereof.] 

7. Holding of meetings, etc., in monuments.—(1)  No protected monument shall be used for 
the purpose of holding any meeting, reception, party, conference or entertainment except 
under and in accordance with a permission in writing granted by the Central Government. 
 
(2) Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall apply to any meeting, reception, party, conference or 

entertainment, which is held in pursuance of a recognized religious usage or custom. 
 

8. Prohibition of certain acts within monuments.—No person shall, within a protected 
monument,-- 

 

                                                 
1 Vide GSR 688(E), dated 24.09.2001, w.e.f. 1.10.2001. 
2 Vide GSR 800(E), dated 17.10.2000, w.e.f. 28.10.2000. 
3 Vide GSR 688(E), dated 24.09.2001, w.e.f. 1.10.2001. 
4 Word “Provided that on every Friday, no such fee shall be charged”.  Omitted by GSR 848(E) dated 3.11.2000. w.e.f. 3.11.2000. 
5 Vide S.O. 3520, dated 20.11.1966. 
6 Vide S.O. 5002, dated 13.12.1969. 
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(a) do any act which causes or is likely to cause damage or injury to any part of the 
monument; or 

 
(b) discharge any fire-arms; or 

 
(c) cook or consume food except in areas, if any, permitted to be used for that purpose; or 

 
(d) 1[hawk or sell any goods or wares or canvas any custom for such goods or wares or 

display any advertisement in any form or show a visitor round or take his photograph 
for monetary consideration, except under the authority of, or under, and in accordance 
with the conditions of, a licence granted by an archaeological officer;] 

 
(e) beg for alms; or 

 
(f) violate any practice, usage or custom applicable to or observed in the monument; or 

 
(g) bring, for any purpose other than the maintenance of the monument, 

 
(i)  any animal, or 
 
(ii) any vehicle except in areas reserved for the parking thereof. 
 

9. Penalty.—Whoever— 
(i) unlawfully enters any protected monument or part thereof at a time 

when, under these rules, it is not to be kept open, or 
 
(ii) unlawfully enters any protected monument in respect of which an 

order has been made under rule 5, or 
 

(iii) contravenes of any of the provisions of rule 6 or rule 7 or rule 8, 
 

shall be punishable with fine which may be extended to five hundred rupees. 

CHAPTER III 
CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER OPERATIONS 

 IN PROTECTED AREAS 
 
10. Permission required for construction, etc.—(1) No person shall undertake any 

construction or mining operation within a protected area except under and in accordance with 
a permission granted in this behalf by the Central Government. 

 
(2) Every application for permission under sub-rule (1) shall be made to the Central 

Government in Form-I at least three months before the date of commencement of the 
construction or operation. 

 
11. Licence required for excavation.—No person other than an archaeological officer or an 

officer authorised by him in this behalf shall undertake any excavation for archaeological 
purposes in any protected area except under and in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of a licence granted under rule 13. 

 

                                                 
1 Vide S.O. 935, dated 16.02.1971. 
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12. Application for licence.—Every application for a licence shall be in Form-II and be made to 
the Director-General at least three months before the proposed date of the commencement 
of the excavation operations. 

 
13. Grant or refusal of licence.—(1)  On receipt of an application under rule 12, the Director-

General may grant a licence in Form-III if he is satisfied that, having regard to the status of 
the applicant, the competence of the director of excavation operations, the adequacy of the 
staff to be employed and other relevant factors, the licence may be granted to the applicant: 

 
Provided that no licence shall be granted unless the applicant has furnished security 

of such amount not exceeding rupees ten thousand as the Director-General may, having 
regard to the circumstances of each case, require. 

(2) The Director-General, by order, may, for reasons to be recorded in writing, refuse to grant 
a licence in any particular case. 

 
14. Period of licence,--Every licence shall be in  force for such period not exceeding three years 

as may be specified in the licence: 
 

Provided that the Director-General may, on application made to him at least one 
month before the expiry of a licence, extend its period by one year at a time so that the 
aggregate period does not exceed five years.  

15. Cancellation of licence,--The Director-General may, by order, cancel a licence granted 
under rule 13 if he is satisfied that the conduct of the excavation operations has not been 
satisfactory or in accordance with the conditions of the licence, or if any further security 
demanded under rule 18 has not been deposited within the specified time: 

 
Provided that no licence shall be cancelled unless the licensee has been given an 

opportunity to make his objections. 

16. Conditions of licence,--Every licence shall be subject to the following conditions, namely: 
 

(a) the licence shall not be transferable; 
 
(b) the licensee shall give to the Director-General, the Collector and the owner of the 

land to be excavated at least fifteen days’ notice in writing of the commencement of 
the excavation operations; 

 
(c) the licensee shall produce the licence before the District Magistrate or the District 

Superintendent of Police concerned or an archaeological officer, if so required; 
 
(d) the excavation operations shall be conducted under the supervision of the director 

named in the licence who shall be present at the excavation operations for at least 
three-fourths of the period of the operations; 

 
(e) the licensee shall not, without the permission of the Director-General, dismantle or disturb 

any structures found during the excavation operations and shall make adequate 
arrangements for the safety of such structures and of the excavated antiquities till they 
are taken charge of by the Director-General; 

 
(f) The licensee shall not subject any antiquities recovered during the excavation operations 

to any chemical or electrolytic process of cleaning without the written permission of the 
Director-General; 
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(g) An archaeological officer or his representative may inspect the excavation operations or 
any antiquities recovered during the operations and make notes on or copy or film the 
excavated structures and  antiquities; 

 
(h) The licensee shall not discontinue the excavation operations unless he has given at least 

fifteen days’ notice in writing to the Director-General; 
 

(i) At the conclusion of the excavation operations, the licensee shall give notice in  writing to 
the owner of the land specifying the nature of the antiquities, if any, recovered during the 
operations; 

 
(j) The licensee shall, within three months of the completion of the excavation operations, 

submit to the Director General a summary report of the results of the excavation, and 
where the operations are carried on for a period of more than three months such report 
shall be submitted every quarter, and it shall be open to the Director-General to publish 
the report in his reports or reviews; and 

 
(k) The licensee shall as soon as practicable submit a report in Form IV to the Central 

Government through the Director General on the antiquities recovered during the 
excavation operations. 

 
17. Recovery from security.—The  Director-General may, by order, direct the deduction, from 

the security furnished by a licensee under rule 13, of— 
 

(a) the value of any antiquities recovered during the excavation operations and lost or 
destroyed while in the custody of the licensee; and 

 
(b) any compensation payable by the Central Government under section 27 to the owner or 

occupier of the land excavated by the licensee. 
 
18. Demand of further security.—Where  during the currency of a licence, any amount has 

been recovered under rule 17, the Director-General may require the licensee, within such 
time as he may specify, to deposit such further sum as security as is equivalent to the 
amount so recovered. 

 
19. Appeal.—Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director-General under rule 13 or rule 15 

or rule 17 may prefer an appeal to the Central Government; and the decision of that 
Government on such appeal shall be final. 

 
20. Return of security.—On expiration or earlier cancellation of a licence, the security deposited 

by the licensee or the balance thereof remaining after deduction of any amount under rule 17 
shall be returned to him. 

 
21. Publication of the result of excavation.—Save as otherwise provided in rule 16, the 

Director-General shall not, without the consent of the licensee, publish the results of the 
excavation unless the licensee has failed to publish the results within the period specified by 
the Director-General in this behalf. 

 
22. Retention of antiquities by licensee.—The Central Government may, by order, subject to 

such terms and conditions as may be specified, permit the licensee to retain such of the 
antiquities recovered during the excavation operations as may be specified therein: 
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Provided that human relics of historical importance and antiquities, which, in the opinion of 
the Central Government, are of national importance, shall not be permitted to be retained by 
the licensee. 

23. Penalty.—Whoever— 
 

(i) unlawfully undertakes any excavation for archaeological purposes in any 
protected area, or 

 
(ii) contravenes any of the conditions of a licence, 

 
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees. 

CHAPTER IV 
EXCAVATION IN UNPROTECTED AREAS 

 
24. Intimation to the Central Government.—Every State Government intending to undertake or 

authorize any person to undertake any archaeological excavation or other like operation in 
any area which is not a protected area shall intimate its intention to the Central Government 
at least three months prior to the proposed date of the commencement of the excavation or 
operation specifying the following details, namely,— 

 
(i)  name, location and other details of the site; 
 
(ii)  nature of antiquities previously found; 
 
(iii) details of previous explorations, if any; 
 
(iv) purpose of the excavation or operation; 
 
(v) proposed extent of the excavation or operation (a plan of the site in triplicate 

showing in red outline the extent of the proposed excavation or operation 
should be attached); 

 
(vi) proposed duration of the excavation or operation; 
 
(vii) amount of the proposed expenditure on the excavation or operation; and 
 
(viii) name and status of the director of the excavation or operation. 

 
25. Approval by the Central Government.—After considering the proposal, the Central 

Government may either approve it or advise the State Government to modify it or to abandon 
it altogether. 

 
26. Deputation of an archaeological officer.—The Central Government may depute an 

archaeological officer to inspect the excavation or operation while it is in progress and render 
such advise as he deems necessary. 

 
 

CHAPTER V 
REPORT ON EXCAVATED ANTIQUITIES 

BY AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL OFFICER 
 

27. Form of report by an archaeological officer.—Where, as a result of an excavation made 
by an archaeological officer in any area under section 21 or 22 any antiquities are 
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discovered, the archaeological officer shall, as soon as practicable, submit a report in Form V 
to the Central Government through the Director-General on the antiquities recovered during 
the excavation. 

 
CHAPTER VI 

MOVING OF ANTIQUITIES FROM CERTAIN AREAS 
 

28. Application for moving antiquities.—Every application for permission to move any 
antiquities or any class of antiquities in respect of which a notification has been issued under 
sub-section (1) of section 25 shall be made in Form-VI to the Director-General at least three 
months before the proposed date of the moving. 

 
29. Grant of refusal of permission.—On receipt of an application under rule 28, the Director- 

General may, after making such enquiry as be may deem necessary, grant permission for the 
moving of all or any of the antiquities or, for reasons to be recorded, refuse such permission. 

 
30. Appeal.—Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director General under rule 29 may prefer 

an appeal to the Central Government; and the decision of that Government on such appeal 
shall be final. 

 
CHAPTER VII 

MINING OPERATION AND CONSTRUCTION 
NEAR PROTECTED MONUMENTS 

 
31. Notice of intention to declare a prohibited or regulated area.--(1) Before declaring an 

area near or adjoining a protected monument to be a prohibited area or a regulated area for 
purposes of mining operation or construction or both, the Central Government shall, by 
notification in the Official Gazette, give one month’s notice of its intention to do so; and a 
copy of such notification shall be affixed in a conspicuous place near the area. 

 
(2) Every such notification shall specify the limits of the area which is to be so declared and 

shall also call for objections, if any, from interested persons.   
 

32. Declaration of prohibited or regulated area.—After the expiry of one month from the date 
of the notification under rule 31 and after considering the objections, if any, received within 
the said period, the Central Government may declare, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
the area specified in the notification under rule 31, or any part of such area, to be a prohibited 
area, or, as the case maybe, a regulated area for purposes of mining operation or 
construction or both. 

 
33. Effect of declaration of prohibited or regulated area.—No person other than an 

archaeological officer shall undertake any mining operation or any construction— 
 

(a) in a prohibited area, or 
 
(b) in a regulated area, except under and in accordance with the terms and 

conditions of  a licence granted by the Director-General. 
 

34. Application for licence.—Every person intending to undertake any mining operation or any 
construction in  a regulated area shall apply to the Director-General in Form VII at least three 
months before the date of commencement of such operation or construction. 
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35. Grant or refusal of licence.—(1)  On receipt of an application under rule 34, the Director 
General may grant a licence or, if he is satisfied that the licence asked for should not be 
granted, may, for reasons to be recorded, refuse to grant a licence. 

 
(2) Every licence granted under sub-rule (1) shall be in Form VIII and be subject to the 

following conditions, namely:- 
 

(a) the licence shall not be transferable; 
 
(b) it shall be valid for the period specified therein; and  

 
(c) any other condition relating to the manner of carrying out the mining operation or 

the construction which the Director-General may specify in the licence for ensuring 
the safety and appearance of, and the maintenance of the approach and access to, 
the protected monument. 

 
36. Cancellation of licence.—The Director-General may, by order, cancel a licence granted 

under rule 35 if he is satisfied that any of its conditions has been violated: 
 

Provided that no licence shall be cancelled unless the licensee has been given an 
opportunity to make his objections. 

37. Appeal.—Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director-General made under rule 35 or 
rule 36 may prefer an appeal to the Central Government; and the decision of that 
Government on such appeal shall be final. 

 
38. Removal of unauthorized buildings.—(1)  The Central Government may, by order, direct 

the owner or occupier of an unauthorized building in a prohibited area or in a regulated area 
or of a building or part thereof which has been constructed in contravention of any of the 
conditions of a licence granted under rule 35 to remove such building or part thereof within a 
period specified in that order. 

 
(2) If the owner or occupier refuses or fails to comply with an order made under sub-rule (1), 

the Central Government may direct the District Magistrate to cause the building or part 
thereof to be removed, and the owner or occupier shall be liable to pay the cost of such 
removal. 

 
39. Penalty. —Whoever— 
 

(i) unlawfully undertakes any mining operation or construction in a prohibited area 
or in a regulated area, or 

 
(ii) contravenes any of the conditions of a licence, or 
 
(iii) fails or refuses to comply with an order made under sub-rule (1) of rule 38, 

 
shall be punishable with imprisonment, which may extend to three months or with fine which may 
extend to five thousand rupees or with both. 

CHAPTER VIII 
COPYING AND FILMING OF PROTECTED MONUMENTS 

 
40. Permission required for copying certain monuments.—The Director General may, by 

order, direct that no person other than an archaeological officer or an officer authorized by an 
archaeological officer in this behalf shall copy any specified monument or part thereof except 
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under and in accordance with the terms and conditions of a permission in writing by an 
archaeological officer. 

 
41. Conditions of copying other monuments.—(1) Any person may copy a protected 

monument in respect of which no order under rule 40 has been made. 
 

(2) Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall be construed as authorizing any person other than an 
archaeological officer or an officer authorised by him in this behalf, while copying any 
such monument, to— 

 
(a) bring into or use within the precincts of such monument a camera-stand, stool, 

chair, table, large drawing-board, easel or any such appliance, or 
 
(b) erect any scaffolding within such precincts, or 

 
(c) use within such precincts any artificial light other than a flash-light synchronised 

with the exposure of a camera, or 
 

(d) apply any extraneous matter, such as water, oil, grease or any moulding material, 
on such monument or part thereof, or 

 
(e) prepare a direct tracing or mould or squeeze of such monument or part thereof, 

except under and in accordance with the terms and conditions of a permission in 
writing granted by an archaeological officer. 

 
42. Licence required for filming.— 
 

1[(1)  No person other than an archaeological officer or an officer authorised by him in this 
behalf shall undertake any filming operation at a protected monument or part thereof 
except under and in accordance with the terms and conditions of a licence granted 
under rule 44. 

 
2[(2)  Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall apply to any person undertaking video filming from exterior 

of a protected monument except those specified in the Second Schedule in respect of 
which video-filming shall be permitted on payment of Rs. 25/-; 

 
 Provided it is for non-commercial purpose and does not involve any cast and use of a stand 

or in anyway interfere with customary and religious practices and work and work of repairs.] 
 
43. Application for licence.—Every person intending to undertake any filming operation at a 

protected monument shall apply to the Director-General in Form IX at least three months 
before the proposed date of the commencement of such operation. 

 
44. Grant or refusal of licence.—(1)  On receipt of an application under rule 43, the Director 

General may grant a licence 3[on payment of a fee of Rs. 5,000 (rupees five thousand) in 
case of professionals and other agencies] or, if he is satisfied that the licence asked for 
should not be granted, may, for reasons to be recorded, refuse to grant a licence: 

 
Provided that the Director General shall not grant any licence to film the interior of any 
protected monument, that is to say such part of any protected monument as is covered 

                                                 
1 Renumbered by GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991. 
2 Vide GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991. 
3 Vide GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991. 
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by a roof of any description, except when the film is for the purpose of education or of 
publicising the monument. 

 
(2) Every licence granted under sub-rule (1) shall be in Form X and be subject to the 

following conditions, namely:- 
 

(a) the licence shall not be transferable and shall be valid for the period specified 
therein; 

 
(b) nothing shall be done by the licensee or any member of his party which has, or 

may have, the effect of exposing any part of the monument or attached lawn or 
garden to the risk of damage; 

 
(c) the filming operation shall be restricted to that part of the monument in respect of 

which the licence has been granted; 
 

(d) no extraneous matter, such as water, oil, grease or the like, shall be applied on 
any part of the monument; 

 
(e) the generating plant for electric power, wherever required, shall be placed away 

from the monument or the attached lawn or garden;  
 

(f) the filming operation shall not obstruct or hamper the movement of persons who 
may lawfully be within the precincts of the monuments and 

 
(g) any other condition which the Director-General may specify in the licence. 

 
45. Cancellation of licence.—The  Director-General, by order, may, after giving notice to the 

licence, cancel a licence granted under rule 44 if he is satisfied that any of its conditions has 
been violated. 

 
46. Appeal.—Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director-General made under rule 44 or 

rule 45 may prefer an appeal to the Central Government; and the decision of that 
Government on such appeal shall be final. 

 
47. Certain rules not affected.—Nothing in rule 41 and no provision of a permission granted 

under rule 40 or of a licence granted under rule 44 shall affect the operation of rules 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8 and 9. 

 
48. Penalty.—Whoever copies or films any protected monument or does any other act in 

contravention of any provision of this chapter or of any permission or licence granted 
thereunder shall be punishable with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees. 

 
CHAPTER IX 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

49. Manner of preferring an appeal.— 
 

(1) Every appeal to the Central Government under the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, or under these rules shall be in writing and 
shall be preferred within one month of the date of receipt of the order appealed against. 

 
(2) Every such appeal shall be accompanied by a copy of the order appealed against. 
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50. Service of orders and notices.—Every order or notice made or issued under the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, or these rules shall— 
 
(a) in the case of any order or notice of a general nature or affecting a class of persons, be 

published in the Official Gazette; and  
 
(b) in the case of any order or notice affecting a corporation or firm, be served in the manner 

provided for the service of summons in rule 2 of order XXIX or rule 3 of order XXX, as the 
case may be, in the First Schedule to the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908; and 

 
(c) in the case of any order or notice affecting an individual person, be served on such 

person— 
 

(i) by delivering or tendering it to the person concerned, or 
 
(ii) if it cannot be so delivered or tendered, by delivering or tendering it to any 

adult male member of the family of such person or by affixing a copy thereof 
on the outer door or some conspicuous part of the premises in which that 
person is known to have last resided or carried on business or personally 
worked for gain, or 

 
(iii) by sending it by registered post, acknowledgement due. 
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1[SCHEDULES 
 

Hours during which certain monuments or part thereof will remain open (vide rule 5) 
 

Serial 
no. 

State District Locality Name of monument Part of monumemnt which 
shall remain open during 
hours other than from 
sunrise to sunset 

Hours of opening 

1. Andhra 
Pradesh 

Hyderabad Hyderabad City Char Minar (i) Second storey and  
upwards 

(ii)  Remaining area 

(i) From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 
sunset whichever is earlier 

(ii)  From sunrise to 10 PM  
2. Bihar Patna Kumrahar Site of Mauryan 

Palace 
Whole From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 

sunset whichever is earlier. 
3. Bihar Patna Nalanda 

(Bargaon) 
All mounds, 
structures and 
buildings enclosed in 
the acquired area 

Fenced area containing 
excavated remains. 

From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 
sunset whichever is earlier. 

4. Delhi Delhi Delhi Zail Afsar Wala-ki-masjid Garden From Sunrise to 10 PM 
5. Delhi Delhi Delhi Zail Gateways of Abadi 

Bagh Bu-Halima 
Garden From Sunrise to 10 PM 

6. Delhi Delhi Delhi Zail Jantar Mantar Whole From Sunrise to 10 PM 
7. Delhi  Delhi  Delhi Zail Kotla Firoz Shah Garden From Sunrise to 10 PM 
8. Delhi Delhi Delhi Zail Tomb of Afsar Wala Garden From Sunrise to 10 PM 
9. Delhi  Delhi Delhi Zail Tomb of Khan 

Khanan 
Garden From Sunrise to 10 PM 

10. Delhi  Delhi Mehrauli Zail Group of buildings at 
Hauz Khas 

Garden From Sunrise to 10 PM 

11. Delhi Delhi Mehrauli Zail Qutb archaeological 
area 

Garden From Sunrise to 10 PM 

12. Madras South Arcot Gingee Fortress including 
monuments on 
Krishnagiri and 
Rajagiri hills 
 

Whole From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 
sunset whichever is earlier. 

                                                 
1 Vide S.O. 5002, dated 13.12.1969 
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13. Maharashtra Aurangabad Ajanta Ajanta Caves Whole From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 
sunset whichever is earlier. 

14. Maharashtra Aurangabad Aurangabad Tomb of Rabia 
Daurani (Bibi-ka-
Maqbara) 

Garden From sunrise to 10 PM 

15. Maharashtra Bombay 
(suburban) 

Kanheri Buddhist Caves Whole From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 
sunset whichever is earlier. 

16. Maharashtra Kolaba Gharapuri Elephanta Caves Whole From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 
sunset whichever is earlier. 

17. Maharashtra Poona Karla Cave Temples Whole From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 
sunset whichever is earlier. 

18. Mysore Bangalore Bangalore Tipu Sultan’s Palace Garden From sunrise to 10 PM 
19. Mysore Bijapur  Bijapur Gol Gumbaz Garden From sunrise to 10 PM 
20. Mysore Mandya Seringapatnam Daria Daulat Bagh (i)Palace 

(ii)Garden 
(i) From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 

sunset whichever is earlier 
(ii)  From sunrise to 10 PM  

21. Mysore Mysore Somanathpur Kesava temple Whole From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 
sunset whichever is earlier. 

22. Rajasthan Ajmer Ajmer Marble pavilion and 
balustrade on the 
Anasagar Bund and 
the ruins of the 
marble Hamam 
behind the Anasagar 
Dam 

Whole From sunrise to 10 PM 

23. Uttar Pradesh Agra  Agra Taj Mahal Whole From sunrise to 10 PM. On 
full-moon days and four days 
preceding and  following from 
sunrise to 12 PM (midnight) 

24. Uttar Pradesh Lucknow Lucknow Residency buildings (i)  Model room 
(ii) Garden 

(i) From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or 
sunset whichever is earlier 

(ii)  From sunrise to 10 PM  
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1SECOND SCHEDULE 
(see rule 6) 

Protected monuments or parts thereof entry into which can be had only on payment of fee  
Part – I 

Category ‘A’ Monuments 
 

Serial 
no. 

State District Locality Name of monument Part of monument for which payment of fee is 
required 

1.  Karnataka Bellary Hampi 
Kamalapuram 
Krishnapuram 
Venkatapuram 

Group of monuments Ancient enclosures, Kamalapuram; Royal enclosures 
Kamalapuram:  Hazara Ram Temple, Kamalapuram 
Zanana enclosures, Kamalapuram Krishna Temple, 
Krishnapuram; Vithal Temple, Venkatapuram, 
Pattabhirama Temple, Kamalapuram Achutaraya 
Temple, Venkatapuram. 

2.  Karnataka Bijapur Pattadakal Group of temples Whole, except Virupaksha Temple. 
3.  Maharashtra Aurangabad Ajanta Ajanta Caves Whole 
4.  Maharashtra Aurangabad Ellora Ellora Caves Group of caves 
5.  Maharashtra Bombay (Kolaba) Gharapuri Elephanta Caves Cave nos. 1 to 5 and fenced area in front 
6.  Madhya Pradesh Chhattarpur Khajuraho Western group of temples Whole, except Matangesvara temple 
7.  Madhya Pradesh Raisen Sanchi Buddhist Monuments Whole 
8.  National Capital 

Territory of Delhi 
Delhi Delhi Zail Humayun’s Tomb Whole monument and gardens within the enclosure 

wall and gateway 
9.  National Capital 

Territory of Delhi 
Delhi Mehrauli Qutab, Archaeological area Whole, except Qutab Minar from inside. 

10.  Orissa  Puri Konarak Sun Temple Ancient Monuments of the Black Pagoda and ruins of 
all ancient edifices, images, structures, basement, 
pillars, carvings, walls, gateways, etc., of the 
complex. 

11.  Tamil Nadu Chengai Anna Mahabalipuram Group of monuments at 
Mahabalipuram 

Whole 

12.  Uttar Pradesh Agra Agra Agra Fort Archaeological area 
13.  Uttar Pradesh Agra  Agra Taj group of monuments The Taj and its garden and grounds, including the 

Jawab on the east, the pavilions on east and west 
sides of the grounds as well as all the towers (except 

                                                 
1 Vide GSR 306, dated 10.07.1996 
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the two towers flanking the Masjid) and the Great 
Southern Entrance Gateway with the cloisters on its 
flanks, the old Mughal Acquaduct in the Taj with the 
Central Marble Tank, the well at the Taj Garden and 
the drinking fountain in the west enclosure wall of the 
Taj Garden. 

14.  Uttar Pradesh Agra Fatehpur Sikri Fatehpur Sikri group of 
monuments 

The entire area bounded on the south by the 
compound wall to the south of Jodhabai Palace and 
further eastwards by the road leading to the southern 
entrance of Diwan-i-am quadrangle, on the east by 
the Diwan-i-am quadrangle; on the north by the walls 
enclosing the Diwan-i-Khas, Ankh Michauli Hospital, 
Zanana Garden and Birbal’s daughter’s palace and 
on the west by the wall enclosing the horse’s stable 

 
1SECOND SCHEDULE 

Monuments or parts thereof entry into which can be had only on payment of fee (vide rule 6) 
 
 

Serial 
no. 

State District Locality Name of monument Part of monument for which payment of fee is 
required 

1.  Andhra Pradesh Chittor Chandragiri Raja and Rani Mahal Whole 
2.  Andhra Pradesh Hyderabad Golkonda Golkonda Fort Whole 
3.  Assam Sibsagar Garhagaon Ahom Raja’s Palace Whole 
4.  Bihar Nalanda Nalanda 

(bargain) 
All mounds, structures and 
buildings enclosed in the 
acquired area, Nalanda 

Fenced area containing excavated remains. 

5.  Bihar Patna Kumrahar Site of Mauryan Palace Whole 
6.  Bihar Rohtas Sasaram Shershah Suri Tomb Whole 
7.  Bihar Vaishali Chakramdas Ancient ruins, Vaishali The Stupa, Ashokan Pillar, mounds and excavated 

remains 
8.  Gujarat Ahmedabad Lothal Excavated remains at Lothal Whole 
9.  Gujarat Mehsana Modhera Sun Temple Sun temple, Sun tank, Kund and carved stones with 

images, temples and underground cell. 

                                                 
1 Vide GSR 306, dated 10.07.1996 
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10.  Gujarat Mehsana Patan Rani-ki-Vav Whole 
11.  Jammu & 

Kashmir 
Udhampur Kiramchi Group of temples Whole complex 

12.  Jammu & 
Kashmir 

Udhampur Ramnagar Ramnagar Palace Palace attributed to Raja Suchet Singh. 

13.  Karnakata  Bangalore  Bangalore Tipu Sultan Palace Whole 
14.  Karnataka Bijapur Aihole Durga Temple Complex Whole 
15.  Karnakaka Bijapur Badami Jaina and Vishnu caves Whole 
16.  Karnakata  Bijapur Bijapur Gol Gumbaz The Mausoleum and garden 
17.  Karnataka Bijapur Bijapur Ibrahim Rouza Whole 
18.  Karnakaka Chitaldurg Chitaldurg Chitaldurg Fortress and temples on the hill 
19.  Karnataka Mandya Srirangapatna Daria Daulat Bagh Palace complex and garden 
20.  Karnataka Mysore Somanathapura Sri Kesava Temple Whole 
21.  Kerala Kannur Pallicherry Bekal fort Whole 
22.  Maharashtra Aurangabad Aurangabad Tomb of Rabia Daurani (Bibi-

ki-Maqbara) 
Tomb and the garden 

23.  Maharashtra Aurangabad Daulatabad  Daulatabad Fort Daulatabad Fort and monuments therein 
24.  Maharashtra Bombay suburban Kanheri Caves Buddhist caves 
25.  Maharashtra Kolaba Alibag Hirakota Old Fort Whole 
26.  Maharashtra Kolaba Raigad Raigad Fort Whole 
27.  Maharashtra Nasik Pathardi Pandav Lena Caves Whole 
28.  Maharashtra Pune Junnar Junnar Caves and 

inscriptions 
Whole 

29.  Maharashtra Pune Karla Cave temples Whole 
30.  Maharashtra Pune Pune Shaniwarwada Old citadel known as Shaniwarwada 
31.  Maharashtra Sholapur Sholapur Old Fort Whole 
32.  Madhya Pradesh Dhar Mandu Group of monuments Royal enclosures (Jahaz Mahal, Hindola Mahal and 

other palatial remains) 
33.  Madhya Pradesh Gwalior  Gwalior Gwalior Fort Badal mahal, Mansingh’s Palace, Sas bahu temples, 

Teli ka Mandir 
34.  Madhya Pradesh Nimar (East) Burhanpur Palace situated in the Fort 

(Shahi Quila) 
Whole 

35.  Madhya Pradesh Raipur Sirpur Group of monuments 
(Laxman temple) 

Whole 

36.  National Capital 
Territory of Delhi 

Delhi Delhi Zail Delhi Fort Archaeological area 
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37.  National Capital 
Territory of Delhi 

Delhi Delhi Zail Tomb of Safdarjung Whole with all its enclosures, wall, gateway and 
gardens 

38.  National Capital 
Territory of Delhi 

Delhi Purana Quila Purana Quila Gateways, bastions and gardens, Quila-i-Khaona 
Mosque and Sher Mandan (from outside). 

39.  Orissa Puri Bhubaneswar Raja Rani Temple Whole 
40.  Orissa Puri Jagmara Udaygiri and Khandagiri All ancient caves, structures and other monuments or 

remains situated on the Udaygiri and Khandagiri hills 
except the Temple of Parasnath on the top of the 
Khandagiri hill and also the temple in front of 
Harabhuji and the Trisula Caves. 

41.  Rajasthan Bharatpur Deeg Deeg Palace Whole 
42.  Rajasthan Chittor Chittorgarh Fort Victory tower and other buildings 
43.  Rajasthan Udaipur Kumbhalgarh Fort of Kumbhalgarh Whole 
44.  Tamil Nadu Dindigul Dindigul Fort Whole 
45.  Tamil Nadu Madras Fort St. George Fort St. George Part of the Fort complex where objects are on display 

for public writing. 
46.  Tamil Nadu Pudukkottai Tirumayam Fort Whole 
47.  Tamil Nadu South Arcot Gingee Rajagiri Fort and Krishnagiri 

Fort 
Whole (Annual festival is held every year during the 
month of May and fee will remain suspended for 10 
days at Rajagiri Fort, Gingee) 

48.  Tamil Nadu Tiruchirapalli Kodumabur Muvarkoil Surrounding sub-shrines, stone enclosures, and 
stone well on the north-east corner. 

49.  Uttar Pradesh Agra Agra Group of monuments at Ram 
Bagh 

Whole 

50.  Uttar Pradesh Agra Agra Itimad-ud-daula’s Tomb Whole 
51.  Uttar Pradesh Agra Sikandara Akbar’s Tomb Whole 
52.  Uttar Pradesh Agra Sikandara Mariam’s Tomb Whole 
53.  Uttar Pradesh Bahraich Sahet-Mahet Monuments of Sravasti Excavated remains at Sahet within the fenced area. 
54.  Uttar Pradesh Jhansi  Jhansi Rani Jhansi Mahal Whole 
55.  Uttar Pradesh Jaunpur Jaunpur Fort (old) Whole 
56.  Uttar Pradesh Lucknow Lucknow Residency Buildings Model Room and the garden 
57.  Uttar Pradesh Varanasi Sarnath Excavated remains at 

Sarnath 
Whole 

58.  West Bengal  Murshidabad Hazarduari Hazarduari Palace Parts of the palace complex where objects are also 
on display 
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Monuments or parts thereof entry into which can be had only on payment of fee1 (vide rule 
6) 
 
 
 

Sl. Name of the monument Locality State 
1 Rani Jhansi Fort Jhansi Uttar Pradesh 
2 Jantar Mantar Delhi Delhi 
3 Rahim-Khane-Khanan Tomb Delhi Delhi 
4 Karanghar Palace Sibsagar Assam 
5 Rang-dhar Pavilion Sibsagar Assam 
6 Avantiswami Temple Avantipura Jammu & 

Kashmir 
7 Rock cut caves Masrur Himachal 

Pradesh 
8 Kangra Fort Kangra Himachal 

Pradesh 
9 Cooch Behar Palace Cooch Behar West Bengal 
10 Bishnupur Temples Bishnupur West Bengal 
11 Rani Roopmati Pavilion Mandu Madhya Pradesh 
12 Hoshang Shah’s Tomb Mandu Madhya Pradesh 
13 Hoshang Shah’s Palace Mandu Madhya Pradesh 
14 Brihadeswara temple  Gangaikonda 

Cholapuram 
Tamilnadu 

15 Temples and sculpture gallery Lakkundi Karnataka 
16 Bellary Fort Bellary Karnataka 
17 Nanjangud Nanjangud Karnataka 
18 Bagh Caves Bagh Madhya Pradesh 
19 Aurangabad Caves Aurangabad Maharashtra 
20 Raigarh hill monuments Colaba Maharashtra 
21 Cave temple and inscriptions Bhaja Maharashtra 
22 Ratnagiri monuments Ratnagiri Orissa 
23 Lalitgiri monuments Lalitgiri Orissa 
24 Lower Fort and structures Chandragiri Andhra Pradesh 
25 Upper Fort Chandragiri Andhra Pradesh 
26 Ruined Buddhist stupa and other remains Amravati Andhra Pradesh 
27 Four storeyed rock-cut Hindu temple  Undavalli Andhra Pradesh 
28 Thousand Pillared temple Hanamkonda Andhra Pradesh 
29 Warrangal fort Warrangal Andhra Pradesh 
30 Buddhist monuments: 

1. Rock-cut temple 
2. Large Monastery 
3. Small Monastery 
4. Brick Chaitya 
5. Ruined Mandapa 
6. Stone build stupa and large group of 

stupas 

Guntapalle Andhra Pradesh 

31 Ashokan rock edict Junagadh Gujarat 
32 Buddhistic Cave Junagadh Gujarat 
33 Baba Pyare Khapra Kodia Caves Junagadh Gujarat 
                                                 
1 Vide GSR 799 (E), dated 17.10.2000. 
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34 Champaner monuments Champaner Gujarat 
35 Suraj Kund monastery Lakarpur Haryana 
36 Shiekh Chilli’s Tomb Thaneshwar Haryana 
37 Group of four maidans Charaideo Assam 
38 Ahom Palace Garhgaon Assam 
39 Bishnudol Jaisagar Assam 
40 Devidol Jaisagar Assam 
41 Excavated site Vikramshila Bihar 
42 Bekal fort  Bekal Kerala 
43 Hill of Nagarjunakonda with the ancient remains Pullareddigudem 

(Agraharam) 
Andhra Pradesh 

44 Rock-cut Jain temple Sittannavasal Tamilnadu 
45 Natural cavern with stone bed and Brahmi and old 

Tamil inscriptions called Eladipattam 
Sittannavasal Tamilnadu 

46 Leh Palace Leh Jammu & 
Kashmir 

47 Sultangarhi Delhi Delhi 
48 Tomb of Lord Cornwallis Ghazipur Uttar Pradesh 
49 Observatory of Mansingh Varanasi Uttar Pradesh 
50 Fort of Kalinjar, together with the parapet walls, 

with the gateways and the monuments inside it, 
viz., Sita Kunda, Sita Sez, Patalganga, Pandu 
Kund, Bhaironka jhirka, Siddh-ki-gumpha, 
Bhagwan-Sez, Pani-ka-aman, Mrigthara, Kothtirth, 
Linga tempole of Nilakanthal, etc. 

Kalinjar Uttar Pradesh 

51 Mehtab Bagh on the river bank facing Taj Agra  Uttar Pradesh 

52 Kotla Feroz Shah with remaining walls, bastions 
and gateways and gardens, the Old Mosque and 
well and other ruined buildings it contains 

Delhi Delhi 

53 Tughlaqabad Fort (Palace area) and Tomb of 
Tughlaq Ghiasudin 

Delhi  Delhi 
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THIRD SCHEDULE 
 

FORM I 
 

Application for permission for construction/mining 
Operation within a protected area. 

(See rule 10) 
 

1. Name and address of applicant1 
 
2. Name of the protected area within which construction/mining operation is proposed. 

 
Locality  District   State 
 

3. Nature and details of the proposed construction/mining operation in respect of which 
permission is sought. 

 
(In the case of construction, a site-plan in triplicate showing in red outline the 

location of the building in relation to the protected area and the plan and elevation of the 
building should be attached; and the colour, external appearance and method of the 
screening of the building and the depth down to which the soil will be excavated for the 
appurtenances of the building should be specified. 

 
In the case of mining operation, a site-plan in triplicate showing in red outline the 

extent of the operation in relation to the protected area should be attached; and details, 
regarding the depth down to which the operation is to be carried out, the mode of the 
operation, the method of the muffling of sound, the kind and charge of blasting material 
and the depth and number of blast-holes to be fired at a time should be specified.) 

 
4. Purpose of the proposed construction/mining operation. 
 
5. Approximate duration and date of commencement of the proposed construction/mining 

operation. 
 

I declare that the above information is correct.  I also undertake to observe the 
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, 
and rules made thereunder. 
 
Station 
 
Seal of the organization     
 
Date           

 Signature of the applicant2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 If the application is on behalf of an organisation, the name thereof should be given. 
 
2 If the application is on behalf of an organization, the signature should be that of the head of the department. 
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FORM II 
 

Application For Licence To Excavate In A Protected Area 
(Vide rule 12) 

 
1. Name and address of applicant1 

 
 

2. Name of the site 
 

Locality  District   State 
 

3. Extent of the proposed excavation (a plan of the site in triplicate showing in red 
outline the extent of the proposed excavation should be attached). 

 
 

4. Approximate duration and date of commencement of the proposed excavation. 
 
 
5. Approximate expenditure on the proposed excavation. 
 
 
6. Name and status of the Director of the proposed excavation. 

 
 

7. Details of photographic, surveying and other equipments available for the proposed 
excavation. 

 
I declare that the above information is correct.  I also undertake to observe the 

provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, 
and the rules made there under. 

 
Station 
 
Seal of the institution   
 
Date           

 Signature of the applicant2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 If the application is on behalf of an institution, the name thereof should be given. 
 
2 If the application is on behalf of an institution, the signature should be that of the head of the institution, which term includes the 
Registrar of a University. 
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FORM III 
 

Licence for excavation in a protected area 
(See rule 13) 

 
Whereas________________________________has applied for a licence for carrying out 

excavation operation in the protected area known as 

_____________________at____________________, District ____________, 

State_________________, and has undertaken to observe the provisions of the Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 and the rules made thereunder and 

has further deposited the sum of Rs.___________ (Rupees__________________________only) 

as required by the rules, I, ______________________, Director General of Archaeology, do 

hereby grant this licence under sub-rule (1) of rule 13 of the said rules to the 

said_________________________to carry out excavation operations in the area indicated in red 

outline on the plan attached hereto. 

 

The licence is granted subject to the provisions of the said Act and rules and is further 

subject to the conditions that _________________ of___________________shall be the director 

of the excavation. 

 

The licence is not transferable.  It shall be valid for____________commencing with 

_____________day of__________2000. 

 
Station 
 
 
Seal of the Department of  
Archaeology of the  
Government of India 
 
 
 
Date 

Signature of the 
Director General of Archaeology. 
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FORM IV 
 

Report on antiquities in a protected area 
(See rule 16) 

 
Name of the site 
 
Locality 
 
District  
 
State 
 
Report for the period from ________________ 20  to ______________ 20 
 

Sl. no. Class of 
antiquities 

Material Number of antiquities1 
 

Approximate 
age 

Remarks 

Complete     
 

Fragmentary 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
Station 
Date         Signature of the licensee 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 In the case of potsherds, the approximate number should be stated. 
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FORM V 
 
 

Report on antiquities by an archaeological officer 
(See rule 27) 

 
Name of the site 
 
Locality 
 
District      
 
State 
 
Report for the period from _________________ 20 to  _____________ 20 
 
 
Serial 
no. 

Class of 
antiquities 

Material Number of antiquities1 
 

Approximate 
age 

Remarks 

Complete   
 

Fragmentary 

    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

Station 
Date      

Signature of the archaeological officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 In the case of potsherds, the approximate number should be stated. 
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FORM VI 
 

Application for the moving of antiquities 
(See rule 28) 

 
1. Name and address of applicant1 

 
 

2. Name of the place from which antiquities are to be moved 
 
 

Locality  District   State 
 

3.  Description of antiquities proposed to be moved 
  (Photographs showing details of the antiquities should be attached) 

 
4. Approximate date of the moving 

 
 

5. Purpose of moving 
 
 

6. Whether the antiquities or any of them are objects of worship 
 

I declare that the above information is correct 
 
 
Seal of the organization   
 
 
Station 
Date     
 

Signature of the applicant2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 If the application is on behalf of an organization, the name thereof should be given. 
 
2 If the application is on behalf of an organization, the signature should be that of the head of that organization. 
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FORM VII 
 

Application for licence for mining operation/construction within a regulated area 
(See rule 34) 

 
 

1. Name  and address of applicant1 
 
2. Name of the monument near or adjoining which the regulated area is situated. 

 
Locality             District        State 

 
3. Nature and details of the proposed mining operation/construction in respect of which 

permission is sought 
 

(In the case of mining operation, a site-plan in triplicate showing in red outline, the 
extent of the operation in relation to the monument and the regulated area should be 
attached; and the details regarding the depth down to which the operation is to be 
carried out, the mode of the operation, the method of the muffling of sound, the kind 
and charge of blasting material and the depth and number of blast-holes to be fired at 
a time should be specified. 
 
In the case of construction, a site-plan in triplicate showing in red outline the location 
of the building in relation to the monument and the regulated area and the plan and 
elevation of the building should be attached; and the colour, external appearance and 
method of the screening of the building and the depth down to which the soil will be 
excavated for the appurtenances of the building should be specified.) 
 

4. Purpose of the proposed mining operation/construction 
 
5. Approximate duration and date of commencement of the proposed mining 

operation/construction 
 

I declare that the above information is correct.  I also undertake to observe the 
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 
1958, and the rules thereunder. 

 
Station 
 
Seal of the organisation   
 
 
Date     

Signature of the applicant2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 If the application is on behalf of an organization, the name thereof should be given. 
 
2 If the application is on behalf of an organization, the signature should be that of the head of that organization. 
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Form VIII 
 

Licence of mining operation / construction within a regulated area 
(see rule 35) 

 
Whereas ……………………………….. of ………………………………. Has applied for a 
licence for in the regulated area near or adjoining …………… at ……………. District 
……………………………. State …………………….. and has undertaken to observe the 
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, 
and the rules thereunder, …………………… I, …………………………. Director-General 
of Archaeology, do hereby grant this licence under sub-rule (1) of rule 35 of the said rules 
to the said ………… for …………… in the area indicated in red outline on the plan 
attached hereto. 
 
The licence is granted subject to the provisions of the said Act and rules and is further 
subject to the following condition, namely: 
 
The licence is not transferable.  It shall be valid for commencing with …………. day 
………. of 20 ………. 
 

Station 
 
 
Seal of the Department of  
Archaeology of the  
Government of India 
 
 
 
Date 

Signature of the 
Director General of Archaeology 
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Form IX 
 

Application for licence of filming operation at a protected monument 
(See rule 43) 

 
1. Name and address of applicant1. 
 
2. Name of the monument at which the proposed filming operation is to be carried out. 
 
 
 
Locality    District   State 
 
3. Part of the monument proposed to be filmed. 
 
4. Nature and purpose of the proposed filming operation and the context in which the 

monument is proposed to be filmed (relevant extract of the script should be attached in 
triplicate and details of the scenes to be filmed should be furnished in triplicate). 

 
 
5. Number of persons in the cast. 
 
6. Approximate duration and date of commencement of proposed filming operation. 
 

I declare that the above information is correct.  I also undertake to observe the 
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 
1958, and the rules thereunder. 

 
Station 
 
Seal of the organisaion   
 
 
Date     

Signature of the applicant2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 If the application is on behalf of an organisation, the name thereof should be given. 
2 If the application is on behalf of an organization, the signature should be that of the head of that organization. 
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FORM X 
 

Licence for filming operation at a protected monument 
(See rule 44) 

 
 

Whereas_______________________of__________________has applied for a 

licence for filming operation at the protected monument known as _______________ 

located at_______________District________________State________________, and 

has undertaken to observe the provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains Act, 1958, and the rules made thereunder, 

I,______________________, Director-General of Archaeology, do hereby grant this 

licence under rule 44 of the said rules to the said________________for the carrying out 

of filming operation, as per script and details of scenes attached hereto, in the following 

parts of the monuments, namely:- 

The licence is granted subject to the provisions of the said Act and rules and is 

further subject to the following conditions, namely:-- 

The licence is not transferable.  It shall be valid for ______________ 

commencing with ________________ day of _________ 2000. 

 

Seal of the Department  
of Archaeology of the 
Government of India 
Station 
Date    

Signature of the 
Director General of Archaeology. 
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THE GAZETTE OF INDIA 
 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE 
(ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA) 

NEW DELHI, THE 16TH JUNE 1992 
(ARCHAEOLOGY) 

 
 S.O.1764.—Whereas by the notification of the  
Government of India in the Department of Culture, Archaeological Survey of India 
no. S.O. 1447 dated the 15th May 1991, published in the Gazette of India, part II, 
Section 3, sub-section (ii) dated the 25th May 1991, the Central Government gave 
one month’s notice of its intention to declare areas upto 100 meters from the 
protected limits and further beyond it upto 200 meters near or adjoining protected 
monuments to be prohibited and regulated areas respectively for purposes of 
both mining operation and construction; 
 
 And whereas the said Gazette was made available to the public on the 5th 
June 1991: 
 
 And whereas objections to the making of such declaration received from 
the person interested in the said areas have been considered by the Central 
Government. 
 
 Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by rule 32 of the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Rules, 1959, the 
Central Government hereby declares the said areas to be prohibited and 
regulated areas.  This shall be in addition to and not in any way prejudice to 
similar declarations already made in respect of monuments at Fatehpur Sikri; 
Mamallapuram; Golconda Fort, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh; Thousand Pillared 
Temple, Hanamkonda, district Warangal, Andhra Pradesh; Sher Shah’s Tomb, 
Sasaram, Bihar; Rock Edict of Ashoka, Kopbal, district Raichur, Karnataka; Fort 
Wall, Bijapur, Karnataka; Gomateswara Statue at Sravanabelagola, district 
Hassan, Karnataka; Elephanata Caves, Gharapuri, district Kolaba, Maharashtra. 
 

[No. F. 8/2/90-M] 
M.C. JOSHI, 

Director General. 
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ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SITES AND REMAINS ACT, 1958 

 

 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

PRELIMINARY 

 

SECTIONS 

 
1.  Short title, extent and commencement 

2. Definitions. 

 

ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND 

REMAINS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE. 

 
3. Certain ancient monuments, etc., deemed to be of national importance. 

4. Power of Central Government to declare ancient monuments, etc., to be of 

national importance.  

 

PROTECTED MONUMENTS. 

 

5. Acquisition of rights in a protected monument. 

6. Preservation of protected monument by agreement. 

7. Owners under disability or not in possession. 

8. Application of endowment to repair a protected monument. 

9. Failure or refusal to enter into an agreement. 

10. Power to make order-prohibiting contravention of agreement under 

section 6. 

11. Enforcement of agreement. 

12. Purchasers at certain sales and persons claiming through owner bound by 

instrument executed by owner. 

13. Acquisition of protected monuments. 

14. Maintenance of certain protected monuments. 

15. voluntary contributions. 

16. Protection of place of worship from misuse, pollution or desecration. 

17. Relinquishment of government rights in a monument. 

18. Right of access to protected monuments. 

 

 



 

The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains Act, 1958 
(No. 24 of 1958) 

 

An Act to provide for the preservation of ancient and historical 

monuments and archaeological sites and remains of national 

importance, for the regulation of archaeological excavations and for 

the protection of sculptures, carvings and other like objects. 

[28th August 1958] 

 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Ninth Year of the Republic of India as follows:— 

 

Preamble 

 
Short title, extent 
and 
commencement 

1. (1) This Act may be called as the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958. 

 
1[(2)  It extents to the whole of India] 

 

(3)  It shall come into force on such date2 as the Central 

Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 

appoint. 

 
Definitions 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,— 

 

(a) “Ancient Monument” means any structure, erection or 

monument, or any tumulus or place of interment, or any cave, 

rock-sculpture, inscription or monolith which is of historical, 

archaeological or artistic interest and which has been in 

existence for not less than 100 years and includes— 

 

(i) remains of an ancient monument, 

 

(ii) site of an ancient monument, 

 

(iii) such portion of land adjoining the site of an ancient 

monument as may be required for fencing or covering in or 

otherwise preserving such monument, and  

 

(iv) the means of access to, and convenient inspection of, an 

ancient monument; 

 

                                                 
1 Substituted by the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(i), w.e.f. 5.04.1976. 
2 The Act came into force on 15.10.1959, vide Notification S.O. 2307, Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part II, Section 3, Sub-section 
(ii) 15.10.1959. 



  (b) “antiquity”  includes.— 

 

(i) any coin, sculpture, manuscript, epigraph, or other work of 

art of craftsmanship, 

 

(ii) any article, object or thing detached from a building or 

cave, 

 

(iii) any article, object or thing illustrative of science, art, 

crafts, literature, religion, customs, morals or politics in 

bygone ages, 

 

(iv) any article, object or thing of historical interest, and  

 

(v) any article, object or thing declared by the Central 

Government, by notification in the Official Gazette to be an 

antiquity for the purposes of this Act, 

 

which has been in existence for not less than one hundred years; 

 

(c) “archaeological officer” means an officer of the 

Department of Archaeology of the Government of India not 

lower in rank than Assistant Superintendent of Archaeology; 

 

(d) “archaeological site and remains” means any area 

which contains or is reasonably believed to contain ruins or 

relics of historical or archaeological importance which have 

been in existence for not less than one hundred years, and 

includes— 

 

(i) such portion of land adjoining the area as may be 

required for fencing or covering in or otherwise preserving 

it, and 

 

(ii) the means of access to, and convenient inspection of 

the area; 

 

(e) “Director-General” means the Director-General of 

Archaeology, and includes any officer authorised by the 

Central Government to perform the duties of the Director-

General; 

 

(f) “maintain”, with its grammatical  variations and cognate 

expressions, includes the fencing, covering in, repairing, 

restoring and cleansing of a protected monument, and the 

doing of any act which may be necessary for the purpose of 

preserving a protected monument or of securing convenient 

access thereto; 

(g) “Owner” includes— 

 

(i)  a joint owner invested with powers of management on 

behalf of himself and other joint owners and the successor-



in-title of any such owner; and 

 

(ii)  any manager or trustee exercising powers of management 

and the successor-in-office of any such manager or 

trustee; 

 

(h) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this 

Act; 

 

(i) “protected area” means any archaeological site and remains 

which is declared to be of national importance by or under this 

Act; 

 

(j) “protected monument” means an ancient monument which 

is declared to be of national importance by or under this Act. 

 
Construction of 
references to any 
law not in force in 
the State of 

Jammu and 
Kashmir 

3[2A Any reference in this Act to any law which is not in force in the 

State of Jammu and Kashmir shall, in relation to that State, be 

construed as a reference to the corresponding law, if any, in 

force in that State]. 

 
   

ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND 

REMAINS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE 

 
Certain ancient 
monuments, etc., 
deemed to be of 
national 
importance 
 
71 of 1951 
37 of 1956 

3.         All ancient and historical monuments and all archaeological 

sites and remains which have been declared by the Ancient and 

Historical Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains 

(Declaration of National Importance) Act, 1951, or by section 126 

of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956, to be of national 

importance shall be deemed to be ancient and historical 

monument or archaeological sites and remains declared to be of 

national importance for the purposes of this Act. 

 
Power of Central 
Government to 
declare ancient 
monuments, etc., 
to be of national 

importance 

4. (1) Where the Central Government is of opinion that 

any ancient monument or archaeological site and remains not 

included in section 3 is of national importance, it may, by 

notification in the Official Gazette, give two months’ notice of 

its intention to declare such ancient monument or 

archaeological site and remains to be of national importance; 

and a copy of every such notification shall be affixed in a 

conspicuous place near the monument or site and remains, as 

the case may be. 

 

(2) Any person interested in any such ancient 

monument or archaeological site and remains may, within two 

months after the issue of the notification, object to the 

declaration of the monument, or the archaeological site and 

remains, to be of national importance. 

 

                                                 
3 Ins. by Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(i), w.e.f. 5.04.1976. 
 



(3) On the expiry of the said period of two months, 

the Central Government may, after considering the objections, 

if any, received by it, declare by notification in the Official 

Gazette, the ancient monument or the archaeological site and 

remains, as the case my be, to be of national importance. 

 

(4) A notification published under sub-section (3) 

shall, unless and until it is withdrawn, be conclusive evidence 

of the fact that the ancient monument or the archaeological 

site and remains to which it relates is of national importance 

for the purposes of this Act. 
   

PROTECTED MONUMENTS 

 
Acquisition of 
rights in a 
protected 
monument 

5. (1) The Director General may, with the sanction of the 

Central Government, purchase, or take a lease of, or accept a 

gift or bequest of, any protected monument. 

 

(2) Where a protected monument is without an owner, 

the Director-General may, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, assume the guardianship of the monument. 

 

(3) The owner of any protected monument may, by 

written instrument, constitute the Director-General the 

guardian o f the monument, and the Director-General may, 

with the sanction of the Central Government, accept such 

guardianship. 

 

(4) When the Director-General has accepted the 

guardianship of a monument under sub-section (3), the owner 

shall, except as expressly provided in this Act, have the same 

estate, right, title and interest in and to the monument as if 

the Director-General had not been constituted a guardian 

thereof. 

 

(5) When the Director-General has accepted the 

guardianship of a monument under sub-section (3), the 

provisions of this Act relating to agreements executed under 

section 6 shall apply to the written instrument executed under 

the said sub-section. 

 

(6) Nothing in this section shall affect the use of any 

protected monument for customary religious observances. 

 
Preservation of 
protected 
monument by 
agreement 

6. (1) The Collector, when so directed by the Central Government, 

shall propose to the owner of a protected monument to enter 

into an agreement with the Central Government within a 

specified period for the maintenance of the monument. 

 
  (2) An agreement under this section may provide for all or any 

one of the following matters, namely;— 

 

(a) the maintenance of the monument; 



 

(b) the custody of the monument and the duties of any 

person who may be employed to watch it; 

 

(c) the restriction of the owner’s right— 

 

(i) to use the monument for any purpose, 

 

(ii) to charge any fee for entry into, or inspection of, the 

monument,  

 

(iii) to destroy, remove, alter or deface the monuments, or  

 

(iv) to build on or near the site of the monument; 

 

(d) The facilities of access to be permitted to the public 

or any section thereof or to archaeological officers or to 

persons deputed by the owner or any archaeological officer 

or the Collector to inspect or maintain the monument; 

 

(e) The notice to be given to the Central Government in 

case the land on which the monument is situated or any 

adjoining land is offered for sale by the owner, and the 

right to be reserved to the Central Government to 

purchase such land, or any specified portion of such land, 

at its market value; 

 

(f) The payment of any expenses incurred by the owner 

or by the Central Government in connection with the 

maintenance of the monument; 

 

(g) The proprietary or other rights which are to vest in 

the Central Government in respect of the monument 

when any expenses are incurred by the Central 

Government in connection with the maintenance of the 

monument; 

 

(h) The appointment of an authority to decide any 

dispute arising out of the agreement; and 

 

(i) Any matter connected with the maintenance of the 

monument, which is a proper subject of agreement 

between the owner and the Central Government. 

 
  (3) The Central Government or the owner may, at any time 

after the expiration of three years from the date of execution 

of an agreement under this section, terminate it on giving six 

months notice in writing to the other party: 

 

            Provided that where the agreement is terminated by the 

owner, he shall pay to the Central government the expenses, 

if any, incurred by it on the maintenance of the monument 

during the five years immediately preceding the termination of 



the agreement or, if the agreement has been if force for a 

shorter period, during the period the agreement was in force.  

 

(4) An agreement under this section shall be binding on any 

person claiming to be the owner of the  monument to which it 

relates, from, through or under a party by whom or on whose 

behalf the agreement was executed. 

 
Owners under 
disability or not in 
possession, 

7. (1) If the owner of a protected monument is unable, by reason of 

infancy or other disability, to act for himself, the person legally 

competent to act on his behalf may exercise the powers 

conferred upon an owner by section 6. 

 

(2) In the case of village property, the headman or the village-

officer exercising powers of management over such property 

may exercise the powers conferred upon any owner by section 

6. 

 

(3) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to empower any 

person not being of the same religion as the person on whose 

behalf he is acting to make or execute an agreement relating 

to a protected monument which or any part of which is 

periodically used for the religious worship or observances of 

that religion.  

 
Application of 
endowment to 
repair a protected 
monument 

8. (1) If any owner or other person competent to enter into an 

agreement under section 6 for the maintenance of a protected 

monument refuses or fails to enter into such an agreement, 

and if any endowment has been created for the purpose of 

keeping such monument in repair or for that purpose among 

others, the Central Government may institute a suit in the 

court of the district judge, or, if the estimated cost of repairing 

the monument does not exceed one thousand rupees, may 

make an application to the district judge, for  the proper 

application of such endowment or part thereof.  

 

(2)  On the hearing of an application under sub-section (1), the 

district judge may summon and examine the owner and any 

person whose evidence appears to him necessary and may 

pass an order for the proper application of the endowment or 

of any part thereof, and any such order may be executed as if 

it were a decree of a civil court. 

 
Failure or refusal to 
enter into an 
agreement, 

9. (1) If any owner or other person competent to enter into an 

agreement under section 6 for the maintenance of a protected 

monument refuses or fails to enter into such an agreement, 

the Central Government may make an order providing for all 

or any of the matters specified in sub-section (2) of section 6 

and such order shall be binding on the owner or such other 

person and on every person claiming title to the monument 

from, through or under, the owner or such other person. 

 

(2) where an order made under sub-section (1) provides that the 



monument shall be maintained by the owner or other person 

competent to enter into an agreement, all reasonable 

expenses for the maintenance of the monument shall be 

payable by the Central Government.  

 

(3) no order under subsection (1) shall be made unless the owner 

or other person has been given an opportunity of making a 

representation in writing against the proposed order. 

 
Power to make 

order prohibiting 
contravention of 
agreement under 
section 6. 

10

. 

(1) If the Director-General apprehends that the owner or occupier 

of a protected monument intends to destroy, remove, alter, 

deface, imperil or misuse the monument or to build on or near 

the site thereof in contravention of the terms of an agreement 

under section 6, the Director-General may, after giving the 

owner or occupier an opportunity of making a representation 

in writing, make an order prohibiting any such contravention 

of the agreement:  

 

           Provided that no such opportunity may be given in any 

case where the Director-General, for reasons to be recorded, 

is satisfied that it is not expedient or practicable to do so. 

 

(2)  Any person aggrieved by an order under this section may 

appeal to the Central Government within such time and in 

such manner as may be prescribed and the decision of the 

Central government shall be final. 

 
Enforcement of 

agreement 
11

. 

(1) If an owner or other person who is bound by an agreement for 

the maintenance of a monument under section 6 refuses or 

fails within such reasonable time as the Director-General may 

fix, to do any act which in the opinion of the Director-General 

is necessary for the maintenance of the monument, the 

Director-General may authorise any person to do any such 

act, and the owner or other person shall be liable to pay the 

expenses of doing any such act or such portion of the 

expenses as the owner may be liable to pay under the 

agreement. 

 

(2) If any dispute arises regarding the amount of expenses 

payable by the owner or other person under sub-section (1), it 

shall be referred to the Central Government whose decision 

shall be final. 

 
Purchases at 
certain sales and 
persons claiming 
through owner 
bound by 
instrument 
executed by owner 

12

. 

Every person who purchases, at a sale for arrears of land 

revenue or any other public demand, any land on which is 

situated a monument in respect of which any instrument has 

been executed by the owner for the time being under section 5 

or section 6, and every person claiming any title to a monument 

from, through or under, an owner who executed any such 

instrument, shall be bound by such instrument. 

 
Acquisition of 
protected 
monuments. 

13

. 

If the Central Government apprehends that a protected 

monument is in danger of being destroyed, injured, misused, or 



monuments. 
 
1 of 1894 

allowed to fall into decay, it may acquire the protected 

monument under provisions of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 as 

if the maintenance of the protected monument were a public 

purpose within the meaning of that Act. 

 
Maintenance of 
certain protected 
monuments 

14

. 

(1) The Central Government shall maintain every monument 

which has been acquired under section 13 or in respect of 

which any of the rights mentioned in section 5 have been 

acquired. 

 
  (2) when the Director-General has assumed the guardianship of a 

monument under section 5, he shall, for the purpose of 

maintaining such monument, have access to the monument at 

all reasonable times, by himself and by his agents, 

subordinates and workmen, for the purpose of inspecting the 

monument and for the purpose of bringing such materials and 

doing such acts as he may consider necessary or desirable for 

the maintenance thereof. 

 
Voluntary 
contributions 

15

. 

   The Director General may receive voluntary contributions 

towards the cost of maintaining a protected monument and 

may give orders as to the management and application of any 

funds so received by him: 

 

              Provided that no contribution received under this 

section shall be applied to any purpose other than the purpose 

for which it was contributed. 

 
Protection of place 
of worship from 
misuse, pollution 
or desecration 

16

. 

(1) A protected monument maintained by the Central Government 

under this Act which is a place of worship or shrine shall not 

be used for any purpose inconsistent with its character. 

 

(2) Where the Central Government has acquired a protected 

monument under section 13, or where the Director-General 

has purchased, or taken a lease or accepted a gift or bequest 

or assumed guardianship of a protected monument under 

section 5, and such monument or any part thereof is used for 

religious worship or observances by any community, the 

Collector shall make due provisions for the protection of such 

monument or part thereof, from pollution or desecration— 

 

(a) by prohibiting the entry therein except in 

accordance with the conditions prescribed with the 

concurrence of the persons, if any, in religious charge of 

the said monument or part thereof, of any  person not 

entitled so to enter by the religious usages of the 

community by which the monument or part thereof is 

used, or 

 

(b) by taking such other action as he may think 

necessary in this behalf. 

 
Relinquishment of 
Government rights 

17 With the sanction of the Central Government, the Director-General 



Government rights 
in a monument. 

. may— 

 

 (a)  Where the rights have been acquired by the Director-

General in respect of any monument under this Act by 

virtue of any sale, lease, gift or will, relinquish, by 

notification in the Official Gazette, the rights so acquired to 

the person who would for the time being be the owner of 

the monument if such rights had not been acquired; or 

 

(b)     relinquish any guardianship of a monument, which he has 

assumed under this Act. 

 
Right of access to 
protected 
monument 

18

. 

Subject to any rules made under this Act, the public shall have a 

right of access to any protected monument. 

   

PROTECTED AREAS 

 
Restrictions on 
enjoyment of 
property rights in 
protected areas. 

19

. 

(1) No person, including the owner or occupier of a protected area, 

shall construct any building within the protected area or carry 

on any mining, quarrying, excavating, blasting or any operation 

of a like nature in such area, or utilise such area or any part 

thereof in any other manner without the permission of the 

Central Government: 

 

         Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be 

deemed to prohibit the use of any such area or part thereof for 

purposes of cultivation if such cultivation does not involve the 

digging of not more than one foot of soil from the surface. 

 
  (2) The Central Government may, by order, direct that any 

building constructed by any person within a protected area in 

contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1) shall be 

removed within a specified period and, if the person refuses or 

fails to comply with the order, the Collector may cause the 

building to be removed and the person shall be liable to pay 

the cost of such removal. 

 
Power to acquire a 
protected area 
 
1 of 1894 

20

. 

      If the Central Government is of opinion that any protected 

area contains an ancient monument or antiquities of national 

interest and value, it may acquire such area under the provisions 

of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, as if the acquisition were for a 

public purpose within the making of that Act. 

 

 
  ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS 

 
Excavations in 
protected areas 

21

. 

      An archaeological officer or an officer authorised by him in 

this behalf or any person holding a licence granted in this behalf 

under this Act (hereinafter referred to as the licensee) may, 

after giving notice in writing to the Collector and the owner, 

enter upon and make excavations in any protected area. 

 



Excavations in 
areas other than 
protected areas. 

22

. 

      Where an archaeological officer has reason to believe that 

any area not being a protected area contains ruins or relics of 

historical or archaeological importance, he or an officer 

authorised by him in this behalf may, after giving notice in 

writing to the Collector and the owner, enter upon and make 

excavations in the area. 

 
Compulsory 
purchase of 
antiquities, etc., 
discovered during 
excavation 
operations. 

23

. 

(1)      Where, as a result of any excavations made in any area 

under section 21 and section 22, any antiquities are 

discovered, the archaeological officer or the licensee, as the 

case may be, shall— 

 

(a) as soon as practicable, examine such antiquities and 

submit a report to the Central Government in such 

manner and containing such particulars as may be 

prescribed; 

 

(b) at the conclusion of the excavation operations, give 

notice in writing to the owner of the land from which 

such antiquities have been discovered, of the nature of 

such antiquities. 

 
  (2) Until an order for the 4[compulsory acquisition] of any 

such antiquities is made under sub-section (3), the 

archaeological officer or the licensee, as the case may be, 

shall keep them in such safe custody as he may deem fit. 

 

(3)     On receipt of a report under sub-section (1), the Central 

Government may make an order for the 5[compulsory 

acquisition of any such antiquities]. 

 
  (4)     When an order for the 1[compulsory acquisition] of any 

antiquities is made under sub-section (3), such antiquities 

shall rest in the Central Government with effect from the 

date of the order. 

 
Excavations, etc., 
for archaeological 
purposes. 

24

. 

      No State Government shall undertake or authorise any 

person to undertake any excavation or other like operation 

for archaeological purposes in any area which is not a 

protected area except with the previous approval of the 

Central Government and in accordance with such rules or 

directions, if any, as the Central Government may make or 

give in this behalf. 

 
  PROTECTION OF ANTIQUITIES 

 
Power of Central 
Government to 
control moving of 
antiquities 

25

. 

(1)    If the Central Government considers that any antiquities or 

class of antiquities ought not to be moved from the place 

where they are without the sanction of the Central 

                                                 
4 Substituted for the words [compulsory purchase] by the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(iii) (a), 

w.e.f. 5.04.1976. 
5 Substituted for the words “compulsory purchase of any such antiquities at their market value”  by the Antiquities and Art Treasures 
Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(iii) (b), w.e.f. 5.04.1976. 



antiquities Government, the Central Government may, by notification in 

the Official Gazette, direct that any such antiquity or any 

class of such antiquities shall not be moved except with the 

written permission of the Director General. 

 
  (2) Every application for permission under sub-section (1) shall 

be in such form and contain such particulars as may be 

prescribed. 

 
  (3) Any person aggrieved by an order refusing permission may 

appeal to the Central Government whose decision shall be 

final. 

 
Purchase of 
antiquities by 
Central 
Government 

26

. 

(1) If the Central Government apprehends that any antiquity 

mentioned in a notification issued under sub-section (1) of 

section 25 is in danger of being destroyed, removed, injured, 

misused or allowed to fall into decay or is of opinion that, by 

reason of its historical or archaeological importance, it is 

desirable to preserve such antiquity in a public place, the 

Central Government may make an order for the 
1[compulsory acquisition of such antiquity] and the Collector 

shall thereupon give notice to the owner of the antiquity 6[to 

be acquired]. 

 
  (2) Where a notice of 7[compulsory acquisition] is issued under 

sub-section (1) in respect of any antiquity, such antiquity 

shall vest in the Central Government with effect from the 

date of the notice. 

 
  (3) The power of 2[compulsory acquisition] given by this section 

shall not extend to any image or symbol actually used for 

bona fide religious observances. 

 
  PRINCIPLES OF COMPENSATION 

 
Compensation for 
loss or damage. 

27

. 

Any owner or occupier of land who has sustained any loss or 

damage or any diminution of profits from the land by reason of 

any entry on, or excavations in, such land or the exercise of any 

other power conferred by this Act shall be paid compensation by 

the Central Government for such loss, damage or diminution of 

profits. 

 
Assessment of 
market value of 
compensation 
 
 
 
 
 

28

. 

(1) The market value of any property which the Central 

Government is empowered to purchase at such value under 

this Act or the compensation to be paid by the Central 

Government in respect of any thing done under this Act 

shall, where any dispute arises in respect of such market 

value or compensation, be ascertained in the manner 

provided in sections 3, 5, 8 to 34, 45 to 47, 52 and 52 of the 

                                                 
6 Substituted for the words “compulsory purchase of any such antiquities at its market value” , and “to be purchased” by the 

Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(iv) (a), w.e.f. 5.04.1976. 
7 Substituted for the words “compulsory purchase”, by the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(iv) (b), 
w.e.f. 5.04.1976. 



1 of 1894 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
52 of 1972 

Land Acquisition Act, 1894, so far as they can be made 

applicable: 

 

            Provided that, when making an enquiry under the 

said Land Acquisition Act, the Collector shall be assisted by 

two assessors, one of whom shall be a competent person 

nominated by the Central Government and one a person 

nominated by the owner, or, in case the owner fails to 

nominate as assessor within such reasonable time as may be 

fixed by the Collector in this behalf, by the Collector. 

 
8[(2)  For every antiquity in respect of which an order for 

compulsory acquisition has been made under sub-section (3) 

of section 23 or under sub-section (1) of section 26, there 

shall be paid compensation and the provisions of section 20 

and 22 of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972, shall, 

so far as may be, apply in relation to the determination and 

payment of such compensation as they apply in relation to 

the determination and payment of compensation for any 

antiquity or art treasure compulsorily acquired under section 

19 of that Act] 
  MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Delegation of 
powers 

29

. 

The Central Government may, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, direct that any powers conferred on it by or under this 

Act shall, subject to such conditions as may be specified in the 

direction, be exercisable also by— 

 

(a) such officer or authority subordinate to the Central 

Government, or 

 

(b) such State Government or such officer or authority 

subordinate to the State Government, 

 

as may be specified in the direction. 

 
Penalties 30

. 

(1) WHOEVER— 

 

(i) destroys, removes, inquires, alters, defaces, 

imperils, or misuse a protected monument, or 

 

(ii) being the owner or occupier of a protected 

monument, contravenes an order made under sub-

section (1) of section 9 or under sub-section (1) of 

section 10, or 

 

(iii) removes from a protected monument any sculpture, 

carving, image, bas-relief, inscription, or other like 

object, or 

 

(iv) does any act in contravention of sub-section(1) of 

                                                                                                                                                 
8 Substituted for the words by the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(v), w.e.f. 5.04.1976. 



section 19, shall be punishable with imprisonment 

which may extend to three months, or with fine which 

may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both. 

 
  (2) Any person who moves any antiquity in contravention of a 

notification issued under sub-section (1) of section 25 shall 

be punishable with fine which may extend to five thousand 

rupees; and the court conviction a person of any such 

contravention may by order direct such person to restore the 

antiquity to the place from which it was moved. 

 
Jurisdiction to try 
offences. 

31 No court inferior to that of a presidency magistrate or a 

magistrate of the first class shall try any offence under this Act. 

 
Certain offences to 
be cognizable 
 
5 of 1898 

32

. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, 1898, an offence under clause (i) or clause (iii) of 

sub-section (1) of section 30, shall be deemed to be a 

cognizable offence within the meaning of that Code. 

 
Special provision 
regarding fine 
 
5 of 1898 

33

. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in section 32 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure, 1898, it shall be lawful for nay magistrate of 

the first class specially empowered by the State Government in 

this behalf and for any presidency magistrate to pass a sentence 

of fine exceeding two thousand rupees on any person convicted 

of an offence which under this Act is punishable with fine 

exceeding two thousand rupees. 

 
Recovery of 

amounts due to the 
Government 

34

. 

Any amount due to the Government from any person under this 

Act, may on a certificate issued by the Director General or an 

archaeological officer authorised by him in this behalf be 

recovered in the same manner as an arrear of land revenue. 

 
Ancient 
monuments, etc., 
which have ceased 
to be of national 
importance 

35

. 

If the Central Government is of opinion that any ancient and 

historical monument or archaeological site and remains declared 

to be of national importance by or under this Act has ceased to 

be of national importance, it may, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, declare that the ancient and historical monument or 

archaeological site and remains, as the case may be, has ceased 

to be of national importance for the purposes of this Act. 

 
Power to correct 
mistakes, etc. 

36

. 

Any clerical mistake, patent error or error arising from 

accidental slip or omission in the description of any ancient 

monument or archaeological site and remains declared to be of 

national importance by or under this Act, may, at any time, be 

corrected by the Central Government by notification in the 

Official Gazette. 

 
Protection of action 
taken under the 
act. 

37

. 

No suit for compensation and no criminal proceeding shall lie 

against any public servant in respect of any act done or in good 

faith intended to be done in the exercise of any power conferred 

by this Act. 

 
Power to make 
rules. 

38 (1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official 



rules. . Gazette and subject to the condition of previous 

publication, make rules9 for carrying out the purposes of 

this Act. 

 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the 

foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of 

the following matters, namely:— 

 

(a) the prohibition or regulation by licensing or otherwise 

of mining, quarrying, excavating, blasting or any 

operation of a like nature near a protected 

monument or the construction of buildings on land 

adjoining such monument and the removal of 

unauthorised buildings; 

 

(b) the grant of licences and permissions to make 

excavations for archaeological purposes in protected 

areas, the authorities by whom, and the restrictions 

and conditions subject to which, such licences may 

be granted, the taking of securities from licensees 

and the fees that may be charged for such licences; 

 

(c) the right of access of the public to a protected 

monument and the fee, if any, to be charged 

therefor; 

 

(d) the form and contents of the report of an 

archaeological officer or a licensee under clause (a) 

of sub-section (1) of section 23; 

 

(e) the form in which applications for permission under 

section 19 or section 25 may be made and the 

particulars which they should contain; 

 

(f) the form and manner of preferring appeals under this 

Act and the time within which they may be preferred; 

 

(g) the  manner of service of any order or notice under 

this Act; 

 

(h) the manner in which excavations and other like 

operations for archaeological purposes may be 

carried on; 

 

(i) any other matter which is to be or may be 

prescribed. 

 

 
  (3) Any rule made under this section may provide that a breach 

thereof shall be punishable,— 

                                                 
9 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Rules, 1959, published in Gazette of India, Extraordinary vide dated 
15.10.1959 Part II, Section 3(ii). 



 

(i) in the case of a rule made with reference to clause 

(a) of sub-section (2), with imprisonment which may 

extend to three months, or with fine which may 

extend to five thousand rupees, or with both; 

 

(ii) in the case of a rule made with reference to clause 

(b) of sub-section (2), with fine which may extend to 

five thousand rupees; 

 

(iii) in the case of a rule made with reference to clause 

(c) of sub-section (2), with fine which may extend to 

five hundred rupees. 

 
  (4) All rules made under this section shall be laid for not less 

than thirty days before each House of Parliament as soon as 

possible after they are made, and shall be subject to such 

modifications as Parliament may make during the session in 

which they are so laid or the session immediately following. 

 
Repeals and 
savings. 
 
71 of 1951 
37 of 1956 
7 0f 1904 

39

. 

(1) The Ancient and Historical Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains (Declaration of National Importance) Act, 

1951, and section 126 of the States Reorganisation Act, 

1956, are hereby repealed. 

 

(2) The Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904 shall cease 

to have effect in relation to ancient and historical 

monuments and archaeological sites and remains declared 

by or under this Act to be of national importance, except as 

respects things done or omitted to be done before the 

commencement of this Act. 

 

 



~ "Bo ito ~o-33004/99 REGD. NO. D. L.-33004/99 

I 

~""" 

Ohl 
Q:he <5a:£ette of ~ndia 

-B. 47t 1 
No.4711 

EXTRAORDINARY 

'qfT[ ll-l90S 3-<!'f-l90S (i) 

PART 11-Scction 3--Sub-section (i) 

1lTfuq:m- it Y&ll ~ld 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 

~ ~. ~~. 31Tffif 24, 2011/om:: 2, 1933 

NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2011/BHADRA 2, 1933 

~ ~. 23 3l%!, 2011 

m.<nr.f.r. 636( ar ).->lfi'it;J *1.f41\"h <I'll g{lo,q'l~ ~ Jfu: ~ (fcn:m<r Wlfcrf'flli Jfu: <~WT >nf~ 
<6 3'P1 ~ -"h) fcrct'<m OflBT) f.!<rq, 20 II , ~ ~, "lffiil<l ~ WfaJUT qi\ 31f'1t["RT ~ 111. q;J, f.!. 
86( 3l), ~ II ~. 2011 1iR1 "'T{(1 <6 ~. 'lT'T II,~ 3, <l'f-~ ( i) if >lfi'it;J fif41\"h <I'll ::i@i'<i'l~ 

~ Jffi ~ a:rf~, 1958 ( 1958 ""24) .,;) >1m 38 qi\ <Jl'!-'ll{l (I) qi\ 311'\fl;lTJBR ~ f.!'l1:l1"" ~ 
~""1f.i1o f<n>rr 'T'IT 'lT ~ 1iRT -amlll"'lfora -m .,;) w'l1T'R! t V:B "''f'k1'41' u ~ ~ .,;) 11iWri m "f'1<ll -"h1 

~ -m .,;) fuf'! u 3o m .,;) 3l<'!f"! q;- .nm: ~ <I'll ~ ~ ~ Tf1l: >1 ; 

Jffi ~ ~ 3Wl "f'fdT -"h) 18 ~. 20 II -"h1 ~ '1ilJ Rli1 'T'IT 'lT; 

Jfu: 1lf'<! 31T'!ftr:IT '1\ ~ m<l>R 1iRT fcif"l'!rl m.m: "" f.rRru f<n>rr '1'11 t; 
i ~. 3W, >lfi'it;j *1.f41{"h <I'll g\ld~ll ~ Jfu: ~ .m~. 1958 ( 1958 ""24).,;) 'lJ{i 38.,;) 

<!11-'ll{l (2) <6 m ('1.<~>.) ('1.<§!.), ('1.'1.), ('l.'l.), Jfu: m C'l.s.) 1iRT~ ~"" 1l"i'rri 'li\<l~ ~m<m 
f1L1ft1f&<1 f.!<rq '1'lTill 't; ar'lfu_ :-

I. W8;T'<f "!!ll 3itt vR'lt:-( I ) ~ f.!'l1:l1 -"h) >lfi'it;J \if41\"h <I'll g\lmci'lll ~ Jffi 3Tmtt! (fcn:m<r 

~ Jffi <!Wl >nf~ <6 3'P1 ~-"h) fcrct'<m 'l>{'fl) f.r:r:i, 2011 q;;n ~ I 

( 2 ) ~ f.r:r:i m<fiTU ~ if m >T"hm'l .,;) ilffi& U Jli1i'! m'>t I 

3219 Gl/2011 (I) 
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(Cf>) .. ~ .. it ~ J:!Ti'lR flx+fl'<ib <11m gx1<1«li11 '~ 31'R ~ 
~ 1958 (1958 ClJT 24) it ~ t I .. 

(m) "Tie111 ~··it~~ c#t mxr 2 c#t wmm (~) ct; 3lclR 
~ mil>l'< m ~ Tie111 ~ ~ ~: 

('T) "q~" it ~ ~· c#t mxr 2oTI ct; 3lclR Tffac1 ~ {i'l+fl'lib 

~it~t 
("Ef) "m' it ~ f.'rl:r!i1 it \JLfl<it:r >ffi'T ~ t 
(6) .. ~ .. it~~~it~~~~; 

3. ~~1 <i> 1 fl <f>l'f·r.u fJ <fG' ~ ~f.ffl : -
~ ~. Tie111 ~ q'; ~ ibi/1\(>111 q'; ~ '*' ~Iff ~ q'; fc1<1 
:>:Wfl:w'tfiRTI, ("fif)~ 3ftx ~~llflf.'lib ib4iilflqc; CJlt ~ Cf>X ~ I 

4. ~ll'Jl1 ~ <t !fi"flf :- (1) Tie111 ~. x:RfffiT X'R+iRibT <[[ x:RfffiT 
an'f q'; RIAI1ffi<i <[[ ~R'i~<r< llt:1 -,'[ 1f{l+f\l, 'iqlib'<"l, xcif.'IIJ\Ui '*' :f1:f.11itul ~ 
~ <m j;[]t(f cR<TI 31'R ·\Rf <R ibi£\ql61 cR<TI cr:m \3"ir ~ <m iRfq'; 
3l;~ q'; B\( 3BHIRt1 ~ I 

(2) Tie111 ~. ~ "ibT 3N'1T ff!lJ'}IR~I 3lfilsf<1i<1R<i CI?R ct; ~ 1'1 
:1'--«.! crRm-uF"lTW, 'Htcf\Jif.'lib 4R4l\Ji11W, iJI'1clT cf; 81; 3M~4ib trfNI\Ji'iiW cf; 
Wm 1'1 ~ ·lRR C1?R ~ g'<i<i«~li1 f.'mNur ~. x=rirlffUT m> f¥Tmur ~ 
~ cp{lnj 

(3) TI~P1 ~. RIA11ffi<1 m QR'\~& llt:1, x:RfffiT -m+m-ifi <:tr xlxfe10 ar?! cf; 
B\( ~ '~ Ri'"'"llfl <'hrR cnR ~ fl"\11~& ibi4¢1i C'l<TR cR<TI I \ 
(4) ffa-Jii qrftti!JRT ~ x:RfffiT fi{IJI~ib m x:RfffiT llt:1 $ ~R'i~<r< llt:1 m 
fi'lf.ri:ffim a't?! $ 81; Ri<I'H<i ~ ~ CI?R ~ 'H'FI~<fl ibl4m'l ~ 
ib~'TT I 

(5) Ri<lfl<i ~ <m XP1ll% it wr CJ?R ~ m "iRA ct; 81; Tie111 
mi/JRT £<m ~ m ~ .-m fi'F-1' fi'F-1' wrm ct; 3l<lFf x:RfffiT fi {lj 1-.: i/) 1 
<m \RCP"' 3l<ffi'~. g<:d«lil1 3Tfi'ATIJ. \J>C'l'ilfliib 14~&J~ul, ~w 31'R ~ TI:m 
~x\1 3l~ ~<li3lT cf; 3lmR <R fl ftiJ f&m FcPm \ifT\ZTIT 1 

(6) Tie111 J;f!RrcBTZi, {jf.'\'1\ui, :f'f.'l'flur. 1f{l+f("[, 'iq~\i/)i!UI, ~. fcrx'<,!(f x~ 
fit'"'"llfl, iS\Ffi"PJtl, 'fCR lff'1W q'; ~ 1'f SJT'iq,Jt) ffi'f 3ffi ~ fW<:rrcBC'JTCIT "if>1 
~ CI?R cf; Fc11:; <1~x!li;<: l4ibff!<i ~' 1 
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(7) Xi~Wf mtwmft. ~ f.'nJ!:IT cf; "\'11m Cf>TITI c5r 'l'f ~ cf; ~ ~ cf; 
Tfl~l f.PW'ro 'TI~ ~ ~ 1 

I 

(s) X'faTB mtwmft. lN"'m, 'i<ft'i'fl~"'· '<if.'l"'l"t. Tf: f.'r:rtur. · >IGT'"l. i$i ~ 
3l:_!~fl31\ ~'IJ•'ii.Jt< ~31T. Tf: ~ ~31T. '~ ~'"lllfl ~ ~X!fl(1 ~ 
·q') ~ \.ll'<:l 31ri'Jc;;ft i$i <nOrn GRT 75TCT 3lTmft1 <f~ ~I 

5. 31-!W YGR ~ ~ 311~ <;'1 ~ Y~ :- X11Wf mmRI. <!~~. 
];f,~cjj ffi1'[m '(fx+jf'(Cli ~ ~ m cf; qfflRf<!'l m ~f.'l;qftj(1 ~· i$i lN"'m, 

·lcllc!Jxur. xiABiur <n 3'1:f.'r:rtur ctf ~ >IGT'i ~ cf; ~ ~«11~<1 xtc!Jlt cf; >rl01 
l;J·l ff q,q '~ q)'f cfl-i 1ffi1 ~ ]:Ri)q 1 cf; 3ljX1R ~ Xi)q ~ '1'1 fclxrr ''T<Tf 
311~,;·1 Lli<i ~k if J:rf'(l ~ ~ i3'i tR cr;p:\cntl ~I 

' 
6. f<'1f1'T;.1 l.lifTI'f cf; 31~ 311~ ~-n· lR <fil4cmft <PRf :- X1m<1 mfi;rq,'Rf, 

f.1•~1filltm >rCfllT ct; 31tfr'i ~ >fiflR J:rf'(j ~ tR 'flt4CJtg'\ ~ ct; ~ fcMR 
<o{ln 31~\'f :-

1. <rsB'\~1:! ifit:r. iJIC'f fcr@ 4Rl:l'!G1'1t~. '1"Nm. 31'1t11fl'i'fl Wt:!. fcr:rr'i1:fll'1 m 
~xi\ 31 '"l1' tJ R41 "1 'i t:Ji'r ~ <'41tJCii fcrctm:r q Rl:l I "1 '1 1 <f fur'1iT ~ X'IX<:PR m 
¢~,i);q fff<l?R, ~ ~. ~ f.'1cpp::r m fcnm ~ GRT \.lX'\11~(1 
xif'!IffUf Ji<1c!fc1<1 ~; 

II. +l.SCfi, 'iFifl1llJ, If~. 'ilftil:li, 'l<i'ICII6l ~. iJIC'f iq) /~ (~ cf; i3i'4X 3i'R 
'lfTr'Tu c:T'i'i), 4RCiiFI. ~ ~ (~ cf; i3i'4X ~ ~) <R1 ~ ~ m 
\rAt 31'"ll' l1RI1l"11'it31l ~ C'iiCfi '3411l>f1 4RI11"1'11~ fur'1iT XF><l x1<'flR m 
Clis:."\11 <:H'lil{ f.'ruiT <TI ~ Mcx GR! '<if.'1>i\ot 3i<i4f<1,1 ~: 
\12.1tfl1 C'llcB f'r"'fur ~ Ti. 'llt'fr 3i'R iJIC'f f.'l<"tm-fl xi<'f>B'i <Tm X'flCf~ 
~itilricil:l\ 't':llC'flil 3i'R ~ 3Rl ~m:Ji'r CfiT 3fj<aTDT. 3i'R i3'ii$i ~ <n 
ut·l '''"nxUJ ct; ~J:; fcr@ J:IGT4. 3i'R fcKRuT ~ xiA•1IUJ m 3TT~r. \3'ffCfiT 

fiH<rrx l-fii<.t 111 ur-1 X1ftiRUf ~ ~ >r'flR i$i ¥.:rr:Ji'r ~ \3LI<itl fll4lfti<i 
" -''! ·fbi 5; 

III. ll<:r \ifc'f {ifclm. ~hi'JIC'14, 'J'1it, ~Jto{]Rif> XillT ~ ~~ ~ cf; ~ ~. 
\.lc)ii~Ff lfC:-c'f, x+nft<m i$i ~. fVPc: 'L\>.1', ~ l::JCC'l, ~ ~ ~. 
fclfiH >Fflf-1 <iJ ~ cf; ~ tnfilioT ~ m Ji'i~C:~ CfiaTI ~ ~ 
xlx'Prx. i!i~.'111 xixQJR, ~ tH'flf-{1 Wrcr'i, ~ ~ '34¢'1'1. ~. 
f:'rq,r;q'j 111 \.IT>?i'l'c f.'r<'PT4T 31\>.TCJT fcnm ~ GRT xii4"1A¢ XJ~m31T <P1 

xif:'r•Jiui; 

IV. fci;X'\1 .CI1fiRi q') '~ 3{jqffl"i4 'iCJ'i m' ~ CfiT, ~. ~ ~. 
xtv<.~ +rxi!>lx ·m ~ ~ 31'2fcn fi'IA<l~<i m Ti 31CfR~ fcnm 31~ 
31fi'rq,;:u1 ci> 'FnfrrfCil<fR ~ 'iCJ'i m ~ CfiT Tf:f.'r:rtur; 

V. f~xi\ cZJWI cf; ~~ 311Cif'(fl4 'iCJ'i m ~ CfiT, ~ Xix¢f'i <.JT ct"clT<f 
xlxiJJrx 31~1cJf fctf.'r4fiio iffif if 31CfR~ fcnm 3Rl ~ cf; ~TR 
3!F'IN-fi'l 'FI·l <Tf <n'i\ CfiT f.'ritol, 

3 
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VI. r~~~'i~l fldlt5ct>lx xTITrfd qf)· nf<f>Tf~w qj 311<-11'1 If{ 'ISJf.'i~~lcl) J> 31~\'ll~·l xi 

16 'tr. 1992 xi 'l-_cf ~f1'1ct m ~ ~'Cllc[ fifCr!Bcr filJx.fl ~1. >rr~4c Mc:x. 
4R1<J> xlctc>l, xJ-v<:f +Jxi1?Tx '-TT ~ xHi!JW ciJ x.crr!Tr<<n~'il'l qf\'rfq-,; ll'r-:1 !'\ 
31<Jr::t{l;JcJ 3liCJI-Ilm '114'1 l:fl 0iit 'lfl l1'!UJ\l 'IT \l'l'fJJ 'T<ftifiXUf, 

VlL f<1fC]I1flld lil:o~- A 3'JTitc:'l ct +<rrfi'r<'Ciit'il'i 'Wl if 3T~"~ii fchx\1 11cJ·I 111 o;ii\ ct>l 

'lx"l<l 111 'J<'ft;frifi'1DT 1 

7_ -gTR:f<PxUJ <P't 3TIH~ ~ ~ ~ 31T<f~;cr <PT lJq>f :-- +f~ilJ 
~lfij,!JI~. f'il1'1 6 -i\ ~ J:fcrf I, II. Ill, IV, JiR V ct~ 3fc.fH mc(l 311~0:·0 ct>l 

,l·l 4+ ct>lllcJib~ <'PB ciJ tJ'!/'i'JT<'f 3ftJ-;ft ffilfirn~1! ·cf> xll~~ 1-llfUct>x"l ct>l 31'-l+IR<I 
¢~ 1 II I 

8. \llfQ,!J'(VJ <iJ ~cr-nt!Fr <11:1'1 mftr<i>T~ [fRT q;T<fqrt!J q,') '->lFf <Hcl 3fR 'iF~ 

-0,fC]fi1qcl ~ u!F) <n~ 3H<fG'lT 'PI lJCJrf :- (1) qfrlfQ;<;; e)-;~ ·if c;'IT'<f i:f>f >{'[.') 

111 cJ<: <!J-<·\ 1JcJ·I I:IT Gti) ciJ i'P~ '~-wiT lf'< '_ff: T('IH'cx <!Jx'\ 41'll q;") ~q,") m 
"~c-1 fC],JJixll, •Jd<Hb~ ~"'f 'lfl '11-r+J<:l 3,"JEJfx 'lfl ~~~C/ ifiT '1-vl<[cl 'ilix·11, ft<;;;f<tq'f 
<:x<llull ct>l *:vl·ll, tJ:>~t ~),'f filBT·TT, 'fHf x~ tJ1;ft ciJ R-x11cJ <it <k <ti'i'll, Rx-llcJ xl¢"r 

~<l ci!0, x-lt~>rf¢41, fc1'ijC1 ~<j>Tf <tiT iRC'r'lT, tJFll 'lft 11101 C'IT!Fi fi\l9J·il lH iJ~C'FlT, 
q1.]) q,') ,:q,"' q,') c;::c'f x't x'riTl'lT, -xfr~<TI i'Pl '!C:<T·ll <n 'Do% 'Nr'[(l Qif'il, '1<Ff 1:11 
01<1 Lf'i xr<B,fl 111 ~'1 iDx'IF~ 3!~~'11 ~ ~- ~ \9Cfl4 \;'fxfr Bleil '1flll<J ct>l 3i<:fCJBC1 

fCJ<1 11 6 J> ~cr•l VI ci> 3i<-IH ~l'<T 3lri!~'f q;"f V!T"'l q;"f V!f x1ct<il 3ilx qrfU<JJ-xUr ifif 
xj[ilcl ci>x<B ,HJ 4'1 3!:\><IT \KI'l q,"f 'Jil X'fcf,1]) I 

(2) f~Gi,rfitc~ ai?J lt 3i<JR{l;ffl 'lji:T"J <rr 'G(<'\ q')· ~<:\T;])¢,ur 111 •rxnr<J ~1 f'i~PT 6 

,;; ~'l'f VII q'; 3Jf.iJcJ >!Trn 3JTilc:~n 11\ ifii4CJic;l i'P'l \iJT <ic~J'ft 3ilx xf~T >!JtEliTl~ 
" r, 1 ~ 1 ru q,, ur 'P 1 ,1Rw 'fi\ct 311-m J:fc:T'1 'lfl vn ~ 1 

9. xlei'l '!l!R:f<PTfl &TXT 31Til~ ·lR Cfil<f<lT!ft ~ Cfi lJWll:- (1) <1~'1 
>rlfl"icJ'J~. 1<1f'IRtz: >I'I'Tf ·<F 3'1<-IR ~ 1;JTC(f q;x~ ct ~ 31'T"t 'lJTll!w:r '<{ 
3!fiixc\lcpf\r "r"'l c~Jx<i> 'J'~ff 311CK!T ~r;f ~ 1 

(2) +Rill ~lfUcf>r-fr &m ~ q\1 fclx-Cf'R '<{ \ill"'! <tt vn'Pft ftmx'i fl':!Ri<1 

3!~'--'111·1 41 4cl;f~4\ !01fl'ii 31Cfrfcr x"1<1 ~l\fOT '1ft %, <it 3P!Tcpcf ~ xRfarcl 
x+unxct> 31)-: xi\fei\J e'l?l 11\ >f'Rnfcm flP<i'1f"l ct WJTCf '!>T 3f'ltffi"T f<'IRn UJT ~ 
:.~il-; -til \I fG-or CJ>! 3li'liSr cf) 1frm ~ -i\ ~ ~ ~ q;x ~ 1 

(3) xfei'J >llfEJ<'/JT{t <IT ~ ~ &m 3tfitc;q;· <ti'r, ~ 31T~ 5]-, ell 
4 t'~ A '"~ d f'l{t~ur 'lft ·xr-q.rr eft VlT ~- 1 

(4) xi\fe:icl xR+f[i(Cfi en ~ ~ 31Tx ~- "fifl<~~1'1?x"l. x:if.'rnur m 
~i·l fC]qful ¢ 1c1•li 31l<'r0 -i\ ~f(frc ~ m crrm 31~ 'J1B qft ~ 3f<J~"-lfcl ·qj 
41,~ ~~ cJJ"' •n4 f.!.frefUT 'CfC;SmT &m 'J1B x:rifl\fOT ~ m fil>m 3'1'"1 <1i1?<~~1<Pi 
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Lf(;EIJii q,") fi@.l(fT ~ ~ Cffl ~~if Cffl ~ 3itx ~if\)~ 
'h -fl <io 1 31 fir f~ R'~ <1 q,~ 'IT I 

I 

(s) f.i-fta1ur 'Fisn0 <r~ ~ fix+~lxCfl <rr ffii® a0r "CfiT 31fi1~R31<4 
¢~·1 cJi c:1x1·1 3/fSr,~fi'r<i 'lfrn <]JI '4T ~ cR<TI I 

(6) f.r-ft<:-1"1 R<Tie ci> xn2T 'F1 em ~ ~ ~ S'! 31Tcf)ni\T<i Rr"' H~<l 
fiJ t:J "" XJT(>_j xid "1 fcf>m \JlT ~ 1 

(7) XfaPf ~ ~ <mr Cfft ~ i1?'l ~ filJ ~ "1rR1 3l1<'101 # ·lftrtl 
'IJ o1xl ST'<J\IC'f, '1'.[~, ~. ~ ~ ~, i!"Wf qit ~' rnr, cfr <!T 

,fl.l 311x '' cr~L~r, x'rcrr '11vRr, "fCf'1 '11vRr, &, ~. "fCf'1 ci> JP.l'>!Fr Cfft t%-~, 
311\IR¢ "c:"ncrr cf)[ <Zlm. '34'iiffi 3fTC!iR 11 'icl'l'i<i'i \01"11Ri?r, m Vhfr 'J'T'l<f 
"11·1 ¢ I -fl 0 lJ Cf <£/ ¢-xcmft Tft ~ <rf -;ffiT I 

' (a) llfi: 04f.'r<Fr (7) Ti f.'rfcft'G x"TR '11vRr ·ct ~ ~ '"~ tfT/1 iilm t w 
3!1~~47 <t>1 "'' >riJJ1x ci> «<T~ ci> w21 ~ '1?r Xf1(1 ~ ci> '4T<lx G'i<rrX~ uJl11 ~ 
cJi /0'\ <Lfild fcf> 'lT "11\;'TT I 

(9) mi; >!ferrer if fiJw(>[ X'\N Cfft 4R£il(ij'il em 3!~cf/0cr ~ Til --HWf mfSr<JJR\ 

'i'11<1<cft'l \PTI<l cf; 3/Tili<'f'i cf; ~ ~ fcl'Q~ 31~ '11o115QJT'I cti f.i~ '!>\' 

'1ch•11 fGr<1¢ 41xT :!''~ ci> a0r if ?.15'\lT <rr ~ t:'t 1 

(10) x1aH 1/I~T-ft fclfc'!R;~c e'rif if 3!1<H£iiN11 q') J11xffi ~ft.il 3/R!l.A, ~n,--ft 

xi-xa1u1, nxl~:.;x xfxafUT, '[~ 3/E'l<r'l, wgfr f.'rtii\JFl, <rrx-g<MTT 312fCJT ~# Sl 31;<1 a'rif 
,) ftl'~mm <t>'l f-igm if)\'~ 1 

(11) fu~fq-v!T <rf 'liC'II5ilJIXl "CfiT ~- cf; ~ ~ ~C'Cfi' 3!1-\' "'T!f 'liT 'fitJT<i'l 

R>111 '-'11~'11 \Jlf '11'1C1 '11'1Cl?T'i if 'IT'iT'i X'\N cf; <1Cfl'i~lif>l XfC'fftiT't>T'( cf; '1~<'<1 'f?rriT I 

(12) xrei'1 \!1fErcor,ft- l'fRT >~~ '1-Rfmr xiflmCfl <rT mfe'rcr ef?f -~ fW; >rwTfcm 
r~," 1 <1 0 q fclfSr <~1 <t>1 RI 1 'i # ffi'<'r S'! ~r cR<n 1 

1 o_ ~I!Pl '\llfu'-Pr~ f<RT ~ <Pl 31T<l'G'l lf5f <PT ~ : -

~l'-f'c>r f.r,fl-eiul 31l-t Wl1CJ ci> 31r<t>C'I'l em ~' (iJi!Oi 'Tl 311CJ~l!co c;1) d('_j1 <:<<nil"! 
,1~rx q,,.) ciJ '11~ xfei'T Mi!iRT ~ ffllrRC!i <rr x.f-tf~FT e'r?T 4'1 Qx) r.J•1fu1 ch 
J,PJicJ ¢ 311cJ>wf ciJ '112.1 3!LJ"r fcl'C!R ~ C/?'1 ~IT 3fi'1 31JilC:·l >1!'1:1 ~).) q,") 
<11-fl{cl x) '-i<:F f<i;f Cfft 31CJfEr cf; '4tm ~ fix+JIXilJ <rr ~ e'J?I cf; mctfi1~ <lf 
f4f.r4fi'I<T e1"1' •1 f.'rlfur, S[1f.1'lf"l, ~. S(1'<'<i;IX q') ~ ]:ffiq 2 q') 31:JX!N 3/fQC:"l 
LJ?f J.JTfl':rq,xur -~ tJHT :w.lR11ftcr C/?'1 ~ 1 

11. \HfEJ<t>'(UJ <t>l Rl'liiR\!)' : - Xfel'i ~-- q') fcl~oc fcl'f!rx't <n fbriofm'f q') 
xll~~ 1111SicJ>'!o1 f.'mB 6 # Fcif:'!Rft\'0 J:rcJTf ci> 3l"fi-1 3IT<'l01 '1?r >H'Cl 5Fl cf; <r~'i'fl<f 
~xd1c1 q,") v1i<:J cJ>f'lT 3itx xf~<i fix+JI'!Cfl 31~ -~cr e'J?f cf,· 'h:':<'<l LJx Qx) f.ilfful 
cJ>I<f ciJ 11'11'! x1'lCT 3J1T'fT Rl4JIR:h ~I 

12. ~11!-1'! '!ITIErcJ>l'fl q,') 3l:R ~ 3Tfif<:<~J <i>T ~-rr : - Jrlf<:Jq;xur <t>'l ffrg,rfffl J,IJ"i'f 
s1;) cJ>I m0"f A 10fi ~ Cfft 31CJfEr ci> '4Tm ~ "CfiT >rR<J'f 3, 4 31t-x s # 

5 



6 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PARr 11-SEc. 3(i)] 

~ <6· flR! ~ "IIGl'1 fclm ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ <t; fcN<I <'i ~llPl 
>n~ <6 flR! ~ fcl>m ~ 1 

I 

13. ~\il~ ~ 'fi''Fll : - ~ ctl fft'{JIR~I'i <(; ~ 1N ~ fif'li'<Cb 
m ~ ah <6 ~fctfQ<& m Fclf.'I<Jf.'lct ah <'i f{'1:ffi 'l'fCf"' m ~ ctT ~
"iqlCb'<"l. g>"if.f'i\oi, f.'r>ltuT ctT ~ ctT "il>i"l-ll <(; ~ ~ap:f ~ ~ cnT 
3l1Rt ku:rofi 3iR «l<ZICb'<"l ~ <'i ~ ~ em 3TCffR "IIGl'1 q,~ 31~ ~1)1'1 
~ <(; ~ !IT ~ 1]\' ~ J;!ll{l ~ <(; <iTci <il-l lffi'l <$T ~ <(; '>fuR 
m s <'i "il>i"l-ll ctT ~ ~ {fCf)" q~iJI\1'111 

14. 3flfu;r : - (1) ~ ctT fft<mR~1 <6 ~ 1N ~e'l'i mfitq;T{)- flR! 
~ fiFli'<Cb 3iR ~ ah <6 ~fctf'Q<& m fclf.'r<:rfi'Kr ah <'i 'l'JCf"'f m ~ ctT 
~- "iqlCb'<"l, :f-ir.l'"llul 3ll1.TCIT f.1'itur ctT ~ ctT ""Wi\J&-ll * -~ ~ '>lT 
311~ iJ? 3'f'T'l l'ffi'T<if 1N f<'rcn< <(; ~ ~ ~ ft <ff'f"¥ ctl x~IT q,'f R'rfu· ft 
cttff t01r <t '>fuR ~ (/)'(" ~ 3iR ~ 3Tifu>1 1]\' ~ 'iWfll'i <J?r PruP:r 'I1U! 
t,Trrr I 

2) ~ ~ ~ 1N f<'rcn< C!)'(" ~ ~ q,"f ~ ciJ "4Tt1'< ~em 
f.'l q c l'i I ~rfr I 

15. 3fQqJ~ifj 'll'"h>if 1{ ~~ lJ~ f<pm \ifRT : - "fle'fl'f ·~ 
~ ctT ~llJilflfl'l 1]\' 314CJIRCb lW!C'lT -,'[ 3iR f<Rr'iict B-qf<1fi:rl:f) q,;] 3ffi'r:r XiJ1T 

~ ~ ctT f{~ <'i fiRfi #!" ~- ~- ~- ~x<tirfl f<f>rr•r q,'J ~
"iqiCJJ'<"I, f.'r>ltuT m g;"if.f'i\0 1 ctT ~ ~ ~-~ x-<nfl'rcin<otf;T <n <ti&i\ -,'[ "t<iT 
'~FR "Iff iili'<lT 3ll1.TCIT "1fii i I . 

16. l'll<pRI<t> m3fT -$ Ghl'1 ~~ ~ <PX'1T : - x1xfeid xi<'lf\r<P lH 

x-i><farcr ah cf> ~ m Fclf.'l4f.'lct lii"'O <'i 3fC!f{'1:ffi ~ >r<'Plx cf> "~lcl·f 1.11 o\i'<i <'PI 

~fur. ~fur. ~ 3iR '1qiCJJ'i01 ~ICJifctCJJ O!NGTW ~ft 'fl''i. 'lTo\, C'flTRTlx 

'illfffi. 311'1, ''f«SS<'l"i, -cl¢flCJI<1 3iR ~ fcnf\1 31"4' · 31Tff<iTW <i> <tilx"T E4N m 
e:rfct ~ «1 !IT ~ ~; 3iR ~ <6 <R i 3iR \3'ffiJ?T TI"'1 :J,~:x{J.]ll.J -r WI.!T v!Fif 
3lr~ i ffi ~llPl ~ flR! ~ #!" cr<t <'i m iJlJ<;'lT ftm<i> &!Rr~<ct 
3!l1.TCIT ~ S'f .~ '(jCj') 'l'fCf"' m ~ <i> flP-1'1\oi, g;"if.f'i\ 0 1, "Rl+rct 311'< "icfl<P~ 
<(; ~ ~ <f> 31j'il<:'i ctl 311CJNCJJctl ~ i I 

17. ~w ~ ~ 3I'R ~"1': RI~SJI"'lldl (1) ffe:rl'f mftrq;rfl 
&Tw mfttct>x-ur <(; 31 j'il <; '1 <i> ~ ~ fi f'i IX CJJ m x:ixfuitf ef?f ·JJ J:~Ri rq<& ef?f 
l:fT Fclf.'l4f.'lct ah <'i <r~ #!" 'l'fCf"' m ~ iSfT 311CJI'ifl4. C'fiCJ;1l.J4'i•fl. ·mcl"rf.'lq, 
4RI1'1"1'i1W 3i'rx 3fru'rfllq; ~ <(; i, <(; flPi'i\u,, ~'1\ur, l'f'<>+f\1 311x ·141iJ?x"l 
<(; ~ J:I'GFf ·¢~ 'l"t ~ ctl ~ ~· "IIGl'1 ~f q\'J c!T-ll'-'f {l <fl·l Cf~ q,') 
~ <f> fu"\Z ~ ~I 



..... 

-~iY ~~~~ ~j~1& 

~ ,. Iii ~ tjl; ~ I '!: ,. ~ 
~ ~ i ~ r&' ~ -~ ~ ~ i w 
1& ~! ~ ~~ ~ ~! 1& 

'!ii· ~n! u! ~ !""t 1&~n;1&t~ 
i t ~ ~ - I~! t -~ i ~ ~ .. ~£li ~~ ~~1&_g 
~ 1l' '!:<" 1l' ~ . 'r:r; i ~ ~ ~ 1& [ ~ 
If. t i i ~ g ~ ~ 1 ~ ,~~ ~ 
~ f&~~~ I li-~~_j;t~ 

• · i.~~ i:dH~:-
. II ~1& ~ -~-~~~fff i i 1& 1 ~ ~~ §: ~ 1&! -~ ~ 

~ 4k_ ~ ~ ~' r& t)) ~ - f& s 
: '"I ; ~Ui:dh 
J ~ 

.ff 
~ 

···············•••········•····· ~--·~·~'. ··--·--·-- -------· 

u i ~ ~ t'" _ i 1& 1 ~ n ~ i f 1 
·~ ~!! ~~t f Itt il ~~ It 
'1:<"1. ""i L i ~~ ~ I ~ •!- ~i I" ~! 
i ~ ~-~.t ~ ~ ~ g 1 11& ~ i ~ i ~! ~ ~ 
i ~ r& ~ . ~ 1&(! ~ 1& ! ~4\ ! ~ i 1 i 

I t ~ ~ i ~- i -~ 1& ~! i I~~ 
" ~ i 'f& 2 ~ ~ ~ ~ 'It ~ g ~ ·~ Jff 

~ .~.i~~ :~ ~~f3' -.~ 

u;~; H~~ f ~i;! lb ;i! ~u 
~~ g cr;. ri l t h~i ~,~ ut 1,11 1&~~'1:<"1& ~§:1&1 $' 1£:'g~1& ~~~ ~~1& -~-~ 

~ ~~ ~% ~a~ I ~ ~*~ ~.~ ~ ~J ~; ~ 
1& ~ w ~ ~ 1& ~ ~ & 1l' ~ ~ Iii': ~~ :~ ~ 1l' "' ~ ~ 
~ 'liY ! I t=r; [E . ~~ & ~~~~~ ~~ ~ E ~ lh E10 ~ Eh "'d 
a) c::i .... .... N N 
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(5) ~ xix+Jix'l> 3iR ~ aD! ~ <>Ijxi<'l''"l xiX'l>l'll ~ CJi'r ~ 3fi< 
\NfCI)f xil'li'l>'"l, xi('fRI'l> 4Ri[~4 <rr ~f.'l41c;~ ~ ~ 'WT if x-l21C'f lR O!I'I"J'l>'i 

CJi'r ~ if ~ ~ ~ ~ fc\Jl:rr \J1T1PTT I 

( 6) ~ xi x+J IX"' 3iR ~ aD! ~ 01 jxi <1' '"I ~ \Jl'r ~f.'l111 c;"l xffcjm31T <rr 
~ ~ ~ fclq)m ~ ~ ~ t CJi'r ~ CJi'r iJlll; I 

(7) ~ xiX+JI'<'l> 3fR ~ aDl ~ 'ii'"IRI"iol if M~i8131't ~ <;«11~\il if 
~ o.5 ~ CJi'r 3ITRr<1" ~. wr 31'R \3"'"14'"1 3iR ~ aD!, xixf.l'"ll, ~. 
~ \if1TI>, ~aT ~ ~ \ill'"l'l>l'll ~ m~ JF<:r ~31T ~. ~m. C'fTC'IT'i), 
trRT, fcbc'i<ic;l, ~ xi'if.l'"ll31't ~ ~ 3iR 'J'N31't 3iR i.i<_C:I'"I 31Tw.Ti ·~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ m~. \Jl'r % clTc!? m. ~ aD! ~ Xii'fRI'l> 4RC[~4 ~ 'lWT em 
xT~ f<h-m \J1T1PTT 1 

(8) ~ x-l21C'f ~ if ~ \Jil110 if ~. ~. 4<_~<;1\, <iST'!) ~ '1T'i 

3iR 'T<'l, ~ ~ x:t&rr 3iR crf ~ if \NfCI)f ffi, aD! q?[ ~ ~ 
{~ fcl;<:rr iJlT\f'TT I 

(9) ~ xi X+J l'i'l> <:ff ~ ffi ~ ~ 3ffi f.'ritur cwT q?T '01' ~ ~ 
0'1 ~ \3'\~N ~ ~ ~ ~· ~ ~ CJi'r Rllt!c:<1"1pt1 ~ 3ffx i.i<'IRI"i 
<1'111 X'fltlROT ~· fWTT \J1T1PTT I 

22. ~\!l'ftd WI ~ <J>t ~\!Rid ~ : - (1) 'iiaT'i ~ ~ 
31ft'J~ ~ ~ ~ ~ CJ)(1T 3iR xii*fRI"' fi1'<1XitT ~ ~ ~r ~ 
~ ~ xi X+J I'<"' 3iR ~ aD! ~ q Rl fil<i"i aD! <rr fi1 f.'l11 fi'l t1 aD! CJi'r '!T'rct 
fi1'<1'iitl ~ Cf<TR <R<n I 

(2) 'iiaT'i ~ ~ ~ #f fi1'<1Xitl f.'l¢111\ fi1~l'l'?ll 3fR 4'i'i~lc:ltTI31'i CJiT 

'Twrn ~. \Jl'r :;'ii ~ ~ ~ >TC:T'"I m if fi1~'14$ltll ~ ·6f ~ <1> ~ 
01tl'Fr -~ <mrx <R<n 1 

(3) 'iiaT'i ~ 3f1:R em fi1'<1Xitl f.'l'l>l11\ f<1~14'?1i. 3iR ,i<'llg¢1~1· em ~ 
miT if ~~ m ~ ~ m ~ q?T '01' ~ fi1'l>R1tT <R<n I 

(4) ~ xiOO<:T xiX+JI'<'l> 3iR ~ aD! CJi'r <lWff fcRmcf ~ f.1<:r1 21 
<'t 3fSTR <'t4F '<j{i 'I tl x-l21C'f ~ <'t 3TltTR lR fi1 x Ri tl CJi'r ~ I 

(5) . 'iiWT >!~ '1110 Xjf.'l~f.ltl <R<n fin ~ mfa1cr xi'i->il'i'l> 3it-< ~ 
ei ?1 qj' xf<iST if fcRmcl ~ em '01' Xi 'i 4 <I <i"i '!)I <lif> 'i qj' 'WT if fWTT Tf41 ~ 01'1<: 

,.,1 ·'~'" CJi'r <:/1\JRT ~ m CJi'r ~ ~ '<iTO f01i CJi'r 3lC!fEr ct 'lfTm 'lYf fc\Jl:rr 
Tf41 ~I 



['WI 11-"&US 3(i) l 

(6) Fci'<lf1<1 ~ -4 f.i+rtur ~. 3Efl111T, lJC!Cf, t9cf tfc-t. ~. ~r~. 
~ m. \3q4h ff<:,.c: 41\4>"1. ~ f.i+rtur. ~ f.iCf11fi1 i:<fC!i[m, ~ aiR 
W'141tt 'I~ ~ ·~ cf; ~. tTAT, ~ qffi .C!>T f.'rcnm. ~ aiR ~ ~ 
cfi ~ Cf)R<lJ 'ti fUI fc1 <1 ~ ~ \Jl'r ~ ;::j Fll '< Cf1l 3fR ~ aTif cf; ~ R1 fi1 <i"( 

e'r?il aiR Fci f.i 4 f'l <1 aTif cf; 'lfuR 311 q ~4 Cf1 !IT I 

(7) Fcixl'ti<1 ~ ctl ct<nfr ~ ~ \11ff11 mfuq;Rt &m ~ .~ -4 
111 f.i Rfce <w~<tir C!>T ·l:fR'I'l fcl>m ~ 1 

( s) moilCJJ Fcl '<I f1 <1 ~ ctl 'fCP m'i'r ~ cf; \11Tiff mi't 3l:J:If'ic:<r cf; 
fficr ~.cti ~~ 

(9) ~ &m Olj'i'lc;'i ~ \ifR cf; ~ milCJJ Fcixl'ti<1 13~, CJJ) 
\11ff11 mfuq;Rt &RT ·i.JX't ~ cf; fBcr 3l'Rt ~<Hill!C: .'R ~lOT Cf)'(ql41 
uH\f'lT I 

23. G 'HII (j \1ft ~~ : - ( 1 ) "i"ffifl<:: g'< 1<1 M xicl'~ x~ fcl "'"llf1 3fR fcl '< l'ti <1 

\3~ 1R 'ii51f.i~~ICf1, ~ f.i~~ICf) aiR ~ Cf114fc>14l B. G't'<ii~\J1J ~ <IT 

11~ x-<mfi'l"\'1 cR<-rr 1 

(2) ~ <;'<'<11~\Jll ~. 'ii51f.ih1Cf1, ~ g'<I<1M xicl'~ cf; CJJr<rfc;m .'i 
x-<mfi'l<'l f<1>m unq<rr ~ f%<1 ~ <i"i Cll Fcl<141. ct1 ~ aiR ~ cfi fficr \3m xi)(( 

x't ~ cfi aJtfr'i"· ~ ~ cfi i[ij"(f -4 tilfi1o fcni1 l"l"1:f ~ ~ ~RCf1'r 
3!lx ~ aTif ctl 'lT6Rl cf; <;'<'<11~\il. <PI41RI?i, iiC'IRI?I, ~. Cf1s:tlcrc: ~. 

~ m<it <;'t'<il~\ill. ~. xicl'~ 4l\il'ilii, X~ Rk-41'H aiR ~ cf; ~lOT B 
~ ~RiiCC'I m<it cf; i[i)(f .'i ~ ~I 

(3) ~ f.i~~IIC'14, "i"ffifl<:: g'<I<'IM xicl'~ '!fi ~ aTif B ~ c;@~\11~1 
~ x-<mfi'l<'l cR>T 1 ~ ~ >tiFJI'<Cf1\ ~ al?IT. ~R'lfi1<il aTif aiR fclf.'mfim 
aTif cf; x-l21T'l Fcl "'"11 f1 Tiom Fcl;: l'ti <1 ~ ctl ct<nfr ~ ~ ~ ct1 
\ill'iCf11{] ,cj;Jf%<1 cti ~I . 

(4) ~ "Cf1'r. f.i4f'l<1 i[i)(f x't 3l£Rf'l cf; i[ij"(f -4 ~. xi;Jf%<1 aiR 
~fiJlc:c1/Cf1>t"l i11>m ~. w~ -4 ~ TJ= m<G 'fR""r cfi \fCfi 3lR1R (l{Jcf; cfi w~. 
*' ~ ~ 1R aiR 3fffi'CfRUT ~ -4. 3tl" aiR". 36o a 3l1"ffii't xffi!m3!T 
~ -4 ~ f<1>m ~ 1 f.i4f'l<1 i[ij"(f x't ·~ -4 ll<Aftl.<1 fcl>m ~rr. 
f'Jr'tffi ~ ~. 3'ITCf1T'< "IJCf'i" aiR~ -4 qRqct'i WG <rm 'ETc'~ 1 

24. "Cflfijq;- ftqli : - \11ff11 ~ ~ crt ctl ~ ~ ~ cp{ln aiR 
~ ffiJ41"' <"'11 q'j C!>T 'r'f fcrcRoT ~ ~ i3X't cBsft<l ~ aiR ~r "Cf1'r milCJJ 
cp'[ ~ TfTi5" cf; 30 ~ (fip ~ ~ I 

3219GIIII-2 

9 
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I 

llTi'!Fr 'lif'll~<t> om 9>~1d!C<fl<! ~ aitx 31cfQ)lsr 3l~f.'I<!SJ. 1958 ~ aJEIR ~ 
~ "lfil ~ 1fil<i:f ~ "ffiJmr tif'll~<b 3l~ 9>~ I d IC<fl <! ~ aitx ~l'!T ~ 
yftrfq~ lff::r .y lff'+Jd I "1 eft ;ft <1> '( 0 1 <I>Pf m om Rl f.'J <! f'l d ~ i! 
~f.'n:lf1Jf 1 '.fl"r.'I>UllT 1 '!'(....,a 1 "1 <fl·i'"'~ 0 1 m <tt ~ ~ tw1 ~ 

1. ~ Cl>l "1F1 : 

2. ~ "iflT 'lOT : 

"if>)~ 'lOT 

3. «TTm (~Tfi'rm) ci'i 'lrl , 
(<r~ ~ ~ ~ fi'r<1 "&) 

4. ~ (~) "if}[ 'lOT : 

"if>)~ 'lOT 

5. 'fliT X'i4fur ~ <IT ~ Xii'f ~ ~ -& 
(0nlcfc1 >ffi:~o ~) 

6. <t<rr x-iYf<tt "iflT «JifiiM "fR"iflR /X114'-'if.'!"<t> &Dr ci'i ~ 1~ &Dr ci'i \31TWSJ /Tfi>l 
JJ lf!Tf -& (~ ~ -&, ciT ~ 1:!"& ,3fR c?:c41lJJ)1 ~ ci'i Xif:!T fclcRur ~ ~) 

,. . \.Ri.Tifc;f[ fi f.'! 'i r ", "iflT m&Dr : 
(C('f[C xt&:IT m ci'i ~- fclcRur ci'i Xfl\!f) 

ifi) mar';"[ 
&) CIT¥ 
•r) ftrffi 
tr) WVlf 



['IT'!!!--~ 3(i)] 

(~/'"lcfl··?JC!J'<"I/~/g'ir.l'ii"l cf; m 3l1x xiX+II'<C!J C!Jt ~ Cf!B ah
'11'"1~'-'l xrC"'JT.l <R) 

9. ~R"C!J CJ\1 ~ ills« <!1Cl ~~ ~ f.'r:Jfur Wiqr fiP<lrc~><m t; x~rc>r CJ\1 ~ : 

iF) ·:rc«:r xi x"i 1 '! C!J it ~ 

{Sf) ~ CJ\1 ~ ill sxc!1 C!ffi it ~ 

1 0. q «11 Rl <1 xtcf>!'! CJ\1 ~ : 
(~I clcfl'1IC!J'! 0 1 I xif.is:rfur /~fur ~) 

1 i. 'Rmt® xtcf>!'! * ~ : 
("ii'R 1 x=i<"CRT CJ\1 w:M * x:rr2:f ~ fctcRur >rxc]ct <R) 

cp) ~CJ\1~ 
{Sf) ffi'f en (>iftrcTr-CTR) 
11) ~ (~. ~- \i1c'T -m~ ~ C!Jt u'J6C!J'<) 

"Ef) ~~ (~, ~- \i1c'T -m~ ~ C!Jt flfi'!clfc1d ~ s;·ir) 
;s) "iffi'!, ~ ~ JRdTFcid" 51" ill ~ "\RWf cR 

('Jiq.-J <:Jl\.if'"IT CJ\1 <~ -0 Cf!B ~ CJ\1 3lR x'r fcrfiT<F1 xol:f it · x<flpcl 
<it\YRT, 31-J'>fllT 3fix. ~ 'li<:R * ~ fq.;;r ~ <R 1 :r'lwrfur CJil· ~"1fi1 it 
-xsi;s Ji'R ~ cf; X'IT2:f ];ffif]fcrd f.'rrtur <:il\.r['"IT ~ ~ 1 '!if.i 11 f u 1 I ~;lf.f'itur CJ\1 
ft~ it >r'Rllfctd "ii'R * f.is:rfur m-\.r['"IT, xsi;s ~ \fin~ ~ CJ>i) 

12. >l'<'li I fcl <1 x:iq,-,:f cf; '3 '\ ~ ~"l : 

('-~11'11,114. crrfitrfr<Jcp ;w<mf.'rC!J 1 xii4UJf.iC!J/ xilj<lf£1C!J) 

13. ~ x:iq,c[ * ~ ~ CJ\1 3r:rnf.'m ~ : 
14. \lxffrfcm ~ ct 'r'f ~ CJ\1 "lj'ilf.id 3JCiiEr : 

1s. f.'rcBc cf; a8 "# fuwn"'"l" anWr<~> '1CFlT CJ\1 ~ ~: 

i!>) "fff'-TR"C!J * f.'rcBc : 
"-'f) '(if.i'il"l "fi<iqr 8fThn<JrroiC!J""'C'1"'"'1mq)· ;of; x"-TC'1 cf; -.:m1 : 

16. if"l)" '!it>II'<C!J "P1x f.1rl':r /"'f'R 41fc1C!JI /"'f'R tRrm /lJT'i cjill"ld CJ\1 ~3fj- ;of; 
31 \f'TcT R"fcf % : 

17. ~~/~/lJT'i ;of; fc;ri)_ fcltFII'i ~ x~ ~'f ErRT ~'fd" ~ 
'llx'C'[ '<'lf'r 1 a8 fclcpm ~I~- 31T\3C ~-% 

1s. xcix+rRi'IJ om f.'rrtur 1 g'if.l'il 0 J ct ~ x"-TC'1 cf; 311fl41'<1 cf; Gr<J~ if ~ 
Tif.'l'Jtur CJ\1 R"-rfc'r : 

19. \q~ 'IIT'ii'!C!J /~ ah" cf; f.'rcBc ~ \ijTf"g /~ /"5fuf af-5[: 

ll 
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20. CfliT tN•li'<C!> 3itx f.1i:ITur/g'if.'i'"liol * ~ * ~ ~~~ f411'"11'1 ~: 

3l R1 R Cf(1 \il 1 '1 C!> 1-8 1 ~u:rofl, 'l:1ft ~ N ill 
I 

21. 

4 ............................................................................................................................. 'El'tl'fUlT C!ffilT ~ fcl? 0 q ~I Cf(1 

\il 11 C!> I ;fl. 'fl'tt t I tf <16 1fT 'Cf'q.'f @ ~ fcl? tf ~ fi f'"ll '<¢ 3itx g'<l d oc:~~l <l x~ 3itx 
~ (~ afR ~) ~. 2010 6RT <!~ ~ '<if'"II'<C!i 3itx 
g<l<'1<4l<l '~ 3itx ~ ~- 1958 3itx 'i3'fff[; 3l'4R o/l'f1Z ~ f.'l<:!liT * ~ cpf 

'ITeR ~I 

~: 

1. 'l:1ft ~ 'fi1To1' ;q;-q ctt 3'\R -xr ~ lpf[ t w 'fi1To1' ;'tJ?>\ * ~ 
cnr~N'11~1 

2. fi+'"II'<C!> 3itx ~· <if.iliiuir CB'r ~ crrct q;]c.)!liLfJ ~ C!R 1 

3. ~ ~ * 'rl"f 31~ ctl' ~ ~ .. ClR ftAiT fif'"II'<C!> 3itx f.1'"ITur 
~ ~ * ~ !>l<:~ld Til 

4. 'ffi'C!>lx * ~ ~ m ~ ~ xr flc-<llfild «llfii<"'l >rfii<lt 
<;fdl~\il ~ ClR I 

5. ~/'iq/<JIC!ix"l *~if~~ 6RT ~ -w.r -xr mRr-rcr 
~ CJiff!C!>I\! ctl' 'RtTii ·>ffiJ,d' fcl?m '\il1'iT ~I 



['!fiT II-~ 3(i)] 

I 

{ll>~<l ~ q; "'m -q Ei'l~d .f<f;-l} ~ ~ 'fi'f<ll~<t> "liT '!~1dt<1'14 ~ ~ 

~ q; Ykl~\l\ llt?f lf 'liiAJdl"'<flrfl<t>~DI q; ~ ~ f<'lf.'l4flld llt?f lf 
'fif.'llJfDII '!"'~'lfoll 'liiAJd I "'qlrfl<t>~DI q; ~ t<ftcpRI q; ~ 
!filj) I R~ll3f'!1lTG-r q; ~ Ill~ <tJ~DI <lit ~lff'r a!~<t>l«l q:) 31ft ~ ~ urR ~ 
\l ttl I <1 "<liT 3flHm u I 

1. ~ em '1111 : 

2. ~em Y<1T: 

(q,) ~ : 

3. ~fi'Rq qfr ~ : 

4. Cfl!T fl RJ fc'd ~ CLI fii"<P 1 d m ~ ~ 1 m<"t> 1{11 x11 cf\il f.'l"' ·aht cf; ~ 1 f.'rufi 
m cf; ~I 1lJit cf; «<I f?l C'CI l'i t I 

5. ~i('diRid 'fif.'I'1I"1 ~ q; "lftm : 
6. f"'r<pcwr ~ 'fii(+lli(CfJ m ~ m cf; '1111 : 

\<l"i) "lftm : 
(<'1) fur<;rr : 

('T) ~: 

7. ~ 'fii("l""' ~~ m xl ~ : (~ 'flft (Rtl) xl eft \iiT'4T ~) 
8. ~xfiiRid ~ Clfr ~: (~1'1q~I'1~1CfJi(OII'fifclJJjul /g"'f"f'll"l) 

9. v~ ~em fclcRur: (~ Clfr ~ R«llctJ>: m cf; W@T Tf fclcRur ~) 

(q,) <iftrc;ff Clfr X't&:rr 
(~) oo m (~ C!R) 
('T) "'~ ('l>i'r, ~. 11T'fi ~ cf; icp ~em- <AsctJ>:) 
(tr) ~ ('1>i'r, ~' 11T'fi ~ cf; icp ~ cf; "flr@T) 
(;s) ~A- q; fclcRur. '11ft ~@Rid m m 
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10. !H'dlfc1C1 ~ Cf>T '3q~N : 
(311 (j I fll4 I Cijm=rrfuq;-I~ I f\14\il f.'l Cf) I fll :J;C: I~ Cf)) 

I 

11. f.'lCI?cd'"l ~it fc1;£1'11'1 ~ w.fr ctT ~ ~ ctT >tft~: 

(C!i) xif'ih:'!J cf; 'CfRT : 
(<sr) f.'r:.lfur x1' ~ "'CI?"'Ilf"'Cf1"'&1;ml qm'j cf; f.iCiic cf; ,~ 

12. Cf4T xi f'i 1 'l Cl? '-T'R f.'rrJ1 I~ I~ tfif(;rcpr31'f 1 ~ ~ 1 TIT'i' cfi'!T4cf I ctT 
x:41"1T cf; 1rtm ft<m1 t : 

13. FcPm 111 l1TfC\ '<'lT"li\J'IlrT fclcl;'m ~em ~~~~Tfiq ct; ~ ~ 
,~ ~r -q ~""' "XT· ~f<1 eft t : 

14. ~ cf; -q:crf : 

15. ~ cf; f.'RtlffUI ctT 'Cllilxsr : 
('ff~WT ~Tit '41 3P1 31f.ii%cr ~ cf; E!Rf) 

16. '~ f.'RtlffUI ~ cf; "1T'i q 1:J'<:'Wf : 

17. . f.iftaJTil ~ ctT ~ : (1:fi'rc1. '~ Cf>T ~ ~ >RWl fii;m \ifl'\;) 

1s. fc1~14$1'i EtRf f.'rsmur ftcfti, "4ft ~ 51 : 

19. 'ff~WT ~R\ ctT fc1 f.'l fc1 te futmfuT : 
(>IT{[[Cf ct; cfr;r m ct; ~) 

l:J)f.\1. : 

( 
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(Pm-tr 12 chi) 

~ 'fi~lxi!J 3itx gX~CJ«ll'-l m 3itx ~ ~. 1958 <F 31tfi;r '<l"~ll '1fj\'q <F 
~ if~ ~ X"i'!+JI'!i!J Wx g>UC101l<1 m Wx ~ ct ~~ &'l?f if 3!Cfft'2T<l 
'li<A/'fixil'"ll ctt "R1+JCf 3itx '"1<'11--ili!Jx"l C!JT cord ctt m ctt ~ >lGT'l m ~ 

~fcp ····················································································································································· 
············································································································································································· <F 
......................................................... -1 .............................................. ~ ·················································* ········' 
. . . . . . . . . . . ............. ' ............... furc;rr if . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......................... <F 
f.icr;c: 3T~ tJm if q Rl ~ <!'l &)?[ if ................................................. <F ~ 3Tj'ifi'r <F ~ 
3WT<ir! ~ % *' ~ 'fi~l'!i!J (f~ g'!IC1<4li.J '!~ *' ~ ~. 1958 *' 
~ 3Ttfl;r <Al\1 "'l\; f.'n:r:IT * ~ CjJf lffi'f'l. m CjJf Cf'CR ~ t. l'f .......... ····· ............ . 
.... .... X'fllf'l ~ ........................................................ {!~<:! fi~l'!i!J ~ <F 
~'"1"/ffllJ)IR~I ct 3f1tiR IR )NC1" f.'n:r:IT ct f.'n:r:r ........ cF "" f.'n:r:r ...................... ct 3'i<lFr 
..... . ... . ...... (~ C~JT "'"1T11) ................................................. CB1 <:® ~ ~ if <'flc>1 

X1T xf -~<!1 iFcbC1 &)?[ if .............................................................................................. <F fuit 3ij'1Fi1 ~ 
~I 

<lb J1:!'1Fi1 ~ *' ~ 3l<lFr <Al\1 "'l\; \NOitiT <F 3Ttfi;r cfl 7flfi % ~ <lb 
P.!f.i='"'i~~r&.R!/=(1 ~ <F 3Tm., ~ ~ cfl \JilCfl t. 3T~ : 

1. 

2. 

3. 

<lb ~ t:X"diC1xofti.J "'ltt t 3itx <lb ................ ~ ................. "xf 31R">:r -gf.'t CJTC>1T 

TIFr Cflf cti ~ "C1"ilJ 61 ~ Wit I 

15 
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(frr<Fr 12 ~ 

"IIT'i'fFT 'li;ptiN> trerr 9;~1d«fl<l ~ 3'f'h' 3Jq'I)ISI 31~f.'WI. 1958 <t 3ldFr {1~<1 
~ <t ~ -.)' t.il~d ~ fl;pfi~<!>)'I9;M«fl<l ~ 3'f'h' 3Jq'I)ISI)' <t 
~f.l<l~d eh" -.¥ 'lif.l'lf0 1 I 9;'1f.'f'lf0 1 I 'l~"'d I OJ<flofl<i>~ 0 1 "<t <l>'l"1f 'if>t ~ <1ft" 
ar:riTd 

~ fcl> .................................................................................................................... , ............................................ .. 
.................................................................................................................................................................. <t .......... .. 
"'1: ........................................................... ~ ct; ............................................................. ~ 'i'i ................... . 
.............. ...... .. ............ ................ ................ ........ .................................. ct; f.1c!>c 31'21CIT 'CfTX1 i1 <>l Rl fq <il al?! i1 
................................................................................. cti~~ct;~~~%3i'R 

m<:1Ff fif'ii'<<'IJ "d\?.11 9;'<ld«il"l ~ 3i'R 31c1'~'\11r ~. 1958 3i'R ~ ~ <r'1l1; Tf\1 

f.'rl:r:if ct; \Nil"-tiT if>T tffC'f'1 ~ if>T Cfi'R ~ %, -4 ........................................................................ . 
....................... x:llff'T ~ ............................................................................ {11><!)<1 "fi'Fli'<<'IJ ~ 

ct; 31 j'1i c; 'i/ Ri q> I R 'II ct; 31l<l'R 1R \'lCI"d f.r:r:IT ct; ~ .......................... cti "(Jq f.'r<111 ............. .. 
......... ; ...................... cti ~ ........................ (~ if>T "lfll') ................................................... <it ~ 
~ ~ i1 m x1T -.l ~'{5!ifcl>d al?! i1 ............................................... * ~ 0~ ~ ~~ 

<:flO~~ 3i'R ~ 3J<1t;r <r'1l1; Tf\1 ~ ct; \Nil"-tff ct; 31~ .<ft Tf<fr 
% 3i'R <:flO ~kJ~ftm ~ro'f ct; 31~ ~ ~ eft \iflCft %, 31>mq : 

1. 

2: 

3. 

<:flO ~ 5 i(fl i d '< ofl "l "ltf % 3i'R <:flO .................. ~ ................. -.l J.lT'<'l:r "5f.'r CJlCi't 
(fir[ ~ <tf 31Cffu "d<'/J ~ Wft I 



[ '1JTT Il-<!!U6 3(i) l 

YTcfi~ ~"flllx<P o~ ':J;~H"J<-ci)ll m 3Jlx 3J<Pitt;r ~. 1958 ~ 3TQFr {l<>?'lll 

'f!"!l<f ~ ~ "!f ~:~1 ffl ct ~· 'fi 'f'll x<t>Y I 9;'<1 ct<<flll ~ 31lx 3l <dl "lY ~ 
14 f.'i'l f4a ~ lff'"3f l)' ~f.'lqful/ Tff.fqfuT 1 'i'<"id 1 '"tq"j .. i)<t>'!"l ·~ iliflf <t>T 
ifix~ <~>'T ~ :<61 ~q~ · r 

lj)~" ········ ~ ............... . 

3lll.fcf> 3lfcl0 ~ .. . . . . . .. ~ . . ................... ct ~ if 3Tfl1CI51 '<ifiem ifi'<'"ll 

~ f<n H •• • •••• H •• if 6C'ff<!> ~ ........................... '<'Ire X'ii@ITL ...................... if 
f~~ {I!St'J'4 l1G"'"f cf; ~ ~ 'fix+ti'<Cf>l I 9;'<1d<CJl<1 '<~ · 3iJx ~ <fi 

X'i~/fcl~ ef::l if fif.'lqjoil'!'1f.1''ijOij ~~'iql'll<!>'./0) cf; cpp:\ coT~ ~ 

3lj'1fcl ~ x'f 3Tfl1CI51 f.'l "1 Ri ft1 d 3lltlN Lf'< ~ · ~ x'f ~ fcl><.rr \ilTc"lT t I 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

17 
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I 

xTOOTI ~. l'lklRI«:: ~ 3ffi Fclf.'lllfii\1 w.:IT q'; fu~ X~ Rl"lll'(i ChR ~ q'; ctRr"J 

f.1 "1 R1 fum 'i 1 'i <i :s'i qor '1l('['i' ~ ·\ifT(f'T[ 3ffi ~ xi fi"l R1 <1 ~ \ifT(fiT[ 1 

iP) ~II eh;. ~ ti'flliN>, l'lklRi;<;; al::J 3T(?;(CIT fc'lf.'lllfl'lct ~ 

~G" 

1. 4R~«11 - (101' ~ ~) ~ %I CTmfi't <.ffi Cffii crfi ft'.Q]ft'r tR f.ioR 
CRctT % 1 ~ <.ffi ilC,C: l'il CJmT ~ ~ %, <l<r q R~«11 ~ cn'r ~ 
\JIT m % I ~ <Tb X'f4TC ~ % <fr ~ 0.5 ~ CTiP iP'i fcixn· vfl x1Cf>'d'T 
%, 

2. vr1Trr 3i'R l'fR~ tR f.'rm'i 3i'R x:fcfarur 3icP GVf <R 
3. xTOOTI ~ CfiT 'i I 'i fil '01 o I ~ C'R1'.: ~ m.n '<l1f%it fcp ~ i:f q;g;'j CTfill Xi'lfr 

4Rxv•qfnp:1'i 3ffi Fcl~lt'Cdi31T cn'r X'Tt'C" ~ ~ 45'1'11'11 \JIT X1ciJ 1 3Rf: 'il'ifil"'1 

3i'R ~ c;FiT tR ~ crft ftlfS!T crft i.1!Rr '<l1f%it 1 fl.:Rl 50 TIT 50 ~ it 
wmr6 

4. '<.'rR tR fi;;:-q 'i loiT CfiT 'i I 'i fil '01 "I, 

5. teo, ClC6iST, fl'lc:il <f> ~. ~ xiNii31T <f; .m:r~'l'tTI ~ 3R1 · 

~m q;'f R«11<11 V~RT ~. · 

6. ~3ffi~. 
7. <wTciT~ ~; 
8. era{~~ '!iT2T- ~ q'; ];ICf)R, ~ 3i'R ~). 
9. <":~"!~; 
10. \~"'l ~. 
11. \il<!'f ~ ~ ~. 
12. '!IB ·w.:ft <f; co'ic,;g;R•I ;rrg"'<+""il<"'""l""co ~' 
13. c:il sit g'<I\1C'Ci~ll1 ~ q;'f f.imffil ~ <f> ~ vrW1 em- ~ ij}'( m 

crrc't ~R x:fcfarur, 
14. ~ BFl1 't>!lfUT .~· •X'f&'i ~ qfj ~ q'; 3Tit!R tR f1fi'liR1d ~ 

\ifAT··~%·1 
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I 

·ffififfi1 fiflii'N>i ci> ~ ~f2lf?l4 GiR Fci~ a'rit ci> ~ T"T<'l Fi1""11'ii ~ ~ 

1m f.'l9ft1ftm 'ii'"F':\5'i ClJT wmlQT 1l<f qrz;ro:r ~ ~ 312ltq -

1. ~~ ciJ CJI'/1CIJC'II, qf2l61ffiCIJ GlR g'<IC1<'!l'!1 ~;. 
2. 'ii'{+(I'<:CIJ cti 'ii~<;'i~fiC'I(11 (\3<ii6'<:DI ciJ c-fR 'R fcrCIJm ~ GC!T'I, ~16-llCIJ'<:DI 

U1 'i xi L"'l I GC!T'I ~), 
3. ~ . fi '1"'11'<: if) 312TCJT af;( -fr ip<:Rfl ('[Q_f[ fclf.-mfi'rcf af?r -fr <p<mT; 
4. ~ fcl-;<1 \JlR cnc'1 'ifii-i3lT'"llTf; 
s. ~ 1WnTC~J (fix"'ii'<:CIJl) ci> fi'r?r g'<:IC1<'~~11:1 Fclmict 3-fCT~'tllf 

6. xTI"ffilCIJ q R '/.N; 
7. 'ifit<pf2lCIJ 'TR<r~ ci> mtuT ~ C1TOf \'fQJT 'ii'i"'ii'<:CIJl CfiT qi:J\<'1'<:"1 ~ Tf 6f'i'fR -i'f 

'i<i<i'll'<: m w0 \3<>"rl<S!<ill.l !>ilcpR'ICb ~. 
8. ~ iJITf1'i *' f.'r 'i j all ci> \3 q ;q h 
9. Y'iA1'<:1' I c-1, ~R1CIJ GlR 'ii it<pf2lCb fib'!11CbC'II q, 

1 0. fCI f.'l 11 fi1 (1 af?r -fr *' fi fli 1'<: Cf) -fr ~ crrof ~. 
11. T~ '1fl'fl-;f <'II '/1Cb C'll, 
12. T"-rrill:l ~ &m ~&-T ~ -rri! fctcfiT'ii 1i6isft '1lUJ'il~; 
13. >T<'f'"l ~<isTt ~

Cb) 'iif.'r'lfur q,l ~r{ 
x.sr) Qcl af?r, 
Ti) \3 q i:j \<I; 

or) 3PJ Fs\ilfil~, 
;;; ) t:Rl R; V11 'i 'i; 
<~) 'l1i'f'i 1Wr'ft, 
u) "M, 

14. 3TI<f~ ci> Bit ~ *' ~nit 

32l9Gl/ll--4 

['PT. U. 118/20 I 0-'\\'!( 'lJTI-III 3JR] 

~ ~. %1f1~~'"' 

19 



20 THE GAZETIE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART II-SEC. 3(i)] 

MINISTRY OF CULTURE 

(Archaeological Survey oflndia) 

NOTIFICATION 
I 

New Delhi, the 23rdAugust, 2011 

GS.R. 636(E).---Mrhereas draft Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains 
(Framing of Heritage Bye-Laws and other Functions of the Competent Authority) Rules, 
20 II were published vide Notification of the Government ofindia, Ministry of Culture, 
Archaeological St.lrvey of India number G.S.R. 86 (E) dated the 11th February, 2011 
published in the Gazette of India, Part-11, Section 3, Sub-section (i) as required by sub
section (I) of section 38 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 
Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958) inviting objections and suggestions from all persons 
likely to be affected thereby before the expiry of the period of thirty days from the date on 
which the copies of the said Gazette Notification are made availahle to the public; ' 

2011; 
And whereas, the said Gazette was made available to the public on 181h February, 

And whereas, the objections received before the due date have been duly 
considered and disposed of by the Central Govemment; 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferre<,l by clauses (cb), (cc), (cd) and 
( ce) of sub-section (2) of section 38 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites 
and Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958), the Central Governmentihereby makes the 
following rules; namely: -

1. Short title and commencement :- (I) These rules may be called the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Framing of Heritage Bye
laws and Other Functions of the Competent Authority) Rules, 20 II. 

(2) They shall come into force on their publication in the Official Gazette. 

2. Definitions:- In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, -

(a) "Act" means the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 
Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958); 

(b) "competent authority" means the competent authority notified by the 
Central Government under sub-section (db) of section 2 of the Act; 
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(c) "Authority" means the National Monuments Authority constituted under 
section 20F of the Act; 

(d) "Form" means the form annexed to these rules; 1 
(e) "Schedule" means the Schedule appended to these rules; 

3. Appointment of supporting staff :- The Central Government may provide 
supporting, technical and administrative staff as required, for the proper and efficient 
functioning of each office of the competent authority. 

4. Functions of the competent authority:- (I )The competent authority shall receive 
and process applications received forrepair, renovation, construction and reconstruction 
in the regulated and prohibited area of protected monuments and protected areas, and 
forward the same to the Authority for its approval. 

• 

(2) The competent authority shall obtain archaeological assessment reports, surVey or 
inspection reports connected with grant of permissions related to major development 
projects, public project, project essential to public in the context of conveying its 
recommendations to the Authority. 

(3) The competent authority shall formulate time bound programmes for preparation 
of detailed site plans for regulated and prohibited area, protected monument and protected 
area. 

( 4) The competent authority shall formulate time bound programme for preparation of 
heritage bye-laws for prohibited area or regulated area of each protected monument and 
protected area. 

(5) The protected monuments under different categories to be identified by the Authority 
shall be clubbed by the competent authority on the basis of location, architectural style, 
comparative analysis, attributes and value and such other features to enable time bound 
completion of heritage bye laws. 

( 6) The competent authority shall develop a website to host information related to 
construction, reconstruction, repair, renovation, bye-laws, detailed site plans, awareness, 
capacity building and to publish its activities. 

(7) The competent authority shall have regular interaction · with the Authority to 
accomplish above mentioned tasks. 

(8) The competent authority shall maintain a. database and registers with regard to 
applications received for repair, renovation, construction, reconstruction, permissions 
granted, refused, permissi?ns revalidated; site plans and heritage bye-laws. 

5. · Receipts of applications for grant of permissions:- The competent authority 
shall receive five sets of duly completed applications as per Form I at least three months 
before the commencement of the proposed work and process them with due care for the 
grant of permission for repair, renovation, construction or reconstruction in the prohibited 
or regulated area of each protected monument and protected area, as the case may be. 

21 
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6. Processing of applications under various categories :-The competent authority 
shall consider processing of the applications so received under the following categories, 
namely:-

I 

I. Large scale development projects involving construction proposed by the 
State Government or the Central Government, public sector, private bodies 
or any person, such as multi-purpose dams, hydro-electric projects, 
townships, industrial plants, airpmis or such other projects. 

II. Public utility projects involving construction by the State Government or the 
Central Government, private-public sector, such as roads, highways, 
pathways, drains, sewage lines, water tank/lines (both above the ground and 
under ground), transportation, metro railways (above and underground), bus 
station, etc. or such other projects. 

Provided that the public works shall not include maintenance and cleansing 
of drains and drainage works and of public latrines, urinals and similar 
conveniences, or, the construction and maintenance of works meant for 
providing supply of water for public, or construction or maintenance, 
extension, management for supply and distribution of electricity to the 
public or provision for similar facilities to the public. 

III. Construction of public amenities to be provided by State Government, the 
Central Government, non-Governmental organizations, public sector 
undertakings, local bodies or private bodies or any person, such as, drinking 
water facility, toilets, kiosks, facilities for physically challenged, publication 
counter, souvenir shops, ticket booths, information counters, visitor 
facilitation centres, parking facilities for varioqs types of vehicles or 
generator rooms. 

IV. Re-construction of residential buildings or structures in the land owned by 
any person, office building or structure owned by private, public sectors, the 
State Government or the Central Government or any other agency located in 
the regulated area. 

V. Construction of residential buildings or structures in the land owned by any 
person, the State Government or the Central Government or any other 
agency located in the regulated area. 

VI. Repair or renovation of residential building or structure located in the 
prohibited area owned by any person, private sector, public sector, the State 
Government or the Central Government built prior to 161

h June, 1992 or 
subsequently constructed with the approval of Director General, 
Archaeological Survey of India on the basis of the recommendation of the 
expert advisory committee; or 

VII. Repair or renovation of any building or structure located in the land owned 
by the applicant in the regulated area. 
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7. Category of application to be forwarded to Authority :- The competent 
authority shall forward the applications received under category I, II, III, IV and V 
specified in rule 6, to the Authority after processing them with its recommendation. 

I 

8. Category of applications to be processed and cleared by the competent 
authority under intimation to Authority:- (1) The applications received under 
category VI of rule 6 in the prohibited area, involving minor repairs, such as filling up of 
or grouting cracks, re-plastering of certain portions of the building or structure, repairs to 
water tanks or drainage, sewerage lines, underpinning to strengthen . the foundation, 
replacement of windows, doors, relaying of flooring, water-tightening the roof, providing 
weather proof course to stop leakage, replacement of electrical poles, laying or alter water 
pipe lines, preventing breach of water tanks, replacement of or strengthening of staircase, 
provide coat of whitewash or colour wash or painting of walls of the building or structure 
or similar such works may be examined and grant permission at his end under intimation 
to the Authority. · 

(2) The applications received under category VII of rule 6 for the renovation and 
repair of building or structure located in the regulated area may be processed and 
permission granted by the competent authority under intimation to the Authority. 

9. Stages of processing of applications by competent authority :- (1) The 
competent authority after receipt of applications under specified categories; shall take 
immediate follow up action by issuing an acknowledgement from its office. 

(2) The applications shall be examined in detail by the competent authority, which 
may determine the impact of proposed construction on the protected monument and 
protected area by adopting appropriate study or methods including site inspection and 
submit its observations in writing within a period of seven days. 

(3) The applicant, if necessary, may be informed about site visit by the competent 
authority or its representative in advance. 

( 4) The distance between the protected monument or protected area and the proposed 
location of the building or structure or land referred to in the application for repair, 
renovation, construction or reconstruction, shall be measured by the inspecting official 
with the help of land survey officials or any other techniCal official in the presence of 
applicant and record the distance mentioned in. the application. 

(5) ··The inspecting official shall make a reference to the notified boundary while 
recording the distance of the protected monument or protected area, as the case may be. 

(6) The detailed photos exhibiting earth aerial view with appropriate marking may be 
enclosed along with inspection report. 

(7) The competent authority may examine whether the relevant information sought in 
the application form has been provided by the applicant viz. site plan showing hard 
surface, landscape, sections, existing physical features, boundaries of the site, access, set 
backs on two or three sides, service plan, building plan including section, elevation, 
fa<yade design, details of internal modifications, recent photographs in suitable size, 
showing the environs. 

3219Giill--5 
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(8) If the details· of the site plan referred to in sub- rule (7) is not found enclosed, the 
applicant shall be intimated to resubmit the application along with such details within a 
period of seven days. 

(9) The competent authority may appoint an expert or consultant who is skilled and 
experienced in the field of archaeology for archaeological impact assessment, if the 
proposal involves large scale project. 

(10) The competent authority may, depending upon the requirement in specific areas, 
appoint experts from the field of urban studies, urban conservation, heritage conservation, 
landscape studies, town planning, architecture. or such other fields. 

(11) The experts and consultants shall be paid such consultation fees and allowances as 
are admissible to the technical consultants of equivalent level in the Government oflndia. 

(12) The assessment by the competent authority shall be carried out keeping inview the 
heritage bye-laws proposed for each protected monument or protected area. 

10. Forwarding of application by competent authority to Authority :- After site 
inspection and impact assessment study (wherever necessary) and documentation, the 
competent authority may record its observations including assessment of impact of such 
construction on protected monuments or protected area and forward the. application, 
within a period of fifteen days from the date of receipt of application, to the Authority as 
per Fmm II, for construction, reconstruction, repair, renovation, as the case may be, in the 
prohibited or regulated area of the protected monument or protected area. 

ll. Recommendations ofthe Authority :-The Authority after receipt of applications 
under any category specified in rule 6 with specific observations or comments of the 
competent authority, shall examine the proposal and convey its recommendation 
including the impact of such construction on the significance of the protected monument 
or protected area. 

12. Intimation from competent authority to applicant :- Within a period of one 
month after the receipt of recommendation of the Authority, the applicant shall be 
informed by the competent authority about the grant or refusal of permission as so 
recommended by.the Authority in Form III, IV and V, as the case may be. 

13. Communication of refusal :- The competent authority before refusing the 
permission for repair, renovation, reconstruction, construction of building or structure in 
the prohibited or regulated area of the protected monument or protected" area, on the 
grounds recommended by the Authority, shall give an opportunity in writing to the 
applicant to submit or offer his comments and clarifications and the competent authority 
shall, on "being satisfied, convey the refusal in Form V to the applicant within a period of 
three months from the date of receipt of the application, 

14. Appeal:- (1) Any applicant aggrieved by the ref11sal of permission for repair, 
renovation, construction or reconstmction of building or structure in prohibited or 
regulated area of the protected monument and protected area by the competent Authority 
on.the basis of recommendation of the Authority, may within a period of30 days, from 
the date of the communication of such refusal, prefer an appeal to the Central 

' 
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Government for considering his case and the decision of the Central Government on such 
appeal shall be binding. 

(2) The Central Govemment shall consider the appeal and di~pose of the appeal 
within a period of ninety days from the date of receipt of appeal. 

15. Granting permission in exceptional cases :- The competent authority may, in 
exceptional cases and pending the finalisation of the heritage bye-laws, grant permission 
for repair, renovation, construction or reconstruction to any person, agency, institution, 
Government departments, who owns or possess such building or structure or land with the 
approval of the Authority. · 

16. Grant of permission during natural calamities :- The reconstruction, 
construction, repair and renovation of any type of building or structure, collapsed or 
damaged and found beyond repair due to natural calamities, such as, earthquakes, flo\)d, 
incessant rain, fire, landslide, cyclone and such other calamities, located in the prohibited 
or regulated area of the protected monument or protected area and need immediate 
restoration, shall be considered as a category by the competent authority which may not 
require the approval of the Authority for construction, reconstruction, repair ·and 
renovation of the building or structure to the extent damaged or destroyed. 

17. Validity and Revalidation of permission :- (1) Permission granted by the 
competent authority after the approval of the Authority for construction, reconstruction, 
repair and renovation of building or structure as the case may be, in the prohibited area or 
regulated area of protected monument or protected area, which is qf residential, public 
utility, public projects and industrial in nature, shall be valid for a period of three years 
from the date of grant of permission. · 

(2) If the applicant for any reason fails to carry out repair, renovation, construction or 
reconstruction during the period. specified in the permission, he may approach the 
competent authority for revalidation of the same, which may be granted for any period not 
exceeding two years by the competent authority. 

18. Violation of permissions :- Where the competent authority, based on material 
evidence in its possession, is of the opinion that permission granted by it has been 
violated by the applicant while carrying out. repair, renovation, construction or 
reconstruction in terms of approved designs, height (both vertical and horizontal), plinth 
area and such other specifications and finds that such violation is likely to affect the 
preservation, safety, security or access to protected monument or protected area, as the 
Qase may be, it may refer the same to the Authority for its recommendations and if so 
recommended, withdraw the permission granted. · · 

19. Failure to comply with conditions of permission :- In matters where the 
applicant fails to comply with approved design and specifications and violates terms and 
conditions laid down in the permission conveyed to the applicant for repair, renovation, 
construction, or re-construction of building or structure located in the prohibited or 
regulated area, as the case may be, the competent authority shall initiate legal action, 
under the provisions of the Act. 

25 
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20. Hosting of information on website : (l) The competent authority shall send 
copies of orders granting or refusing permission for repair, renovation, construction or 
reconstruction in the· prohibited and regulated area, to the Qirector General, 
Archaeological Survey of India, who shall host information on permission granted or 
refused on the website of Archaeological Survey oflndia from time to time. 

(2) The competent Authority shall also host similar information on its website. 

21. Preparation of Site Plan :- (1) The Director-General, shall make endeavour 
within a period of five years to cause a survey to be conducted in respect of all prohibited 
areas, regulated areas of each protected monument and protected area for the purpose of 
preparing detailed site plans as per the First Schedule with the help of experts and 
consultants. · 

(2) The demarcation of the protected monument and protected area shall be 
undertaken in consultation with concerned revenue officer on the basis of revenue map 
duly mentioning revenue plot numbers and schedule thereto. 

(3) The District Collector or District Commissioner, as the case may be, shall arrange 
for demarcation and verification of the limits of the protected monument and protected 
area, as the case may be, within a period of thirty days of the receipt of request from the 
Director-General. 

( 4) The site plan shall be prepared following the notified protcc,ted limit of the 
protected monument or the protected area, the duly authenticated revenu'e records and the 
revenue map furnished by the District Collector or District Commissioner as the case may 
be. 

( 5) The identification and demarcation of Government land appurtenant to the 
protected monument and protected area shall be taken as part of cultural landscape or for 

. providing infrastructural facilities to enhance the number of visitors at the site. 

( 6) The identification of land appurtenant to the protected monument and protected area 
which is necessary for the development of infrastructure or visitor's facility may be 
identified. 

(7) The mapping of protected monument and protected area shall comprise recording 
of contours, preferably at 0.5 metre intervals, plan, all side elevations .and section of each 
structure, pathways, landscaped area, open spaces, trees with detailed inventory, other 
features like tank, well, embankments, fortifications, remnants of ancient structures and 
such other features including caves and rock-shelters as may be deemed fit that form part 
of cultnrallandscape of the protected area. 

(8) The open space in the detailed site plan shall comprise of the name of owner, 
possessor, lessee, mortgage and address, area in square meter, revenue plot number and 
present usage of area. 

(9) The digital still and video photographs of each structure or building and general 
view of the area from different spots with a view to give an overall idea of the 
constructions around the protected monument or protected area shall be taken. 
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22. Framing of heritage bye-laws :- (I) The competent authority shall, in 
consultation with the Indian National Trust for Arts and Cultural Heritage prepare 
heritage bye-laws in respect of prohibited area or regulated ar~a of each protected 
monument and protected area as per the Second Schedule. 

(2) The competent authority shall prepare bye-laws under sub-rule (I) in consultation 
with heritage bodies, experts and consultants in the country, who have expertise in 
rendering such consultancy. 

(3) The competent authority shall evolve his own mechanism to engage heritage 
bodies, experts and consultants for preparation of bye-laws in the respective regions. 
( 4). The heritage bye-laws in respect of each protected monument and protected area shall 
be framed on the basis of the relevant site plan prepared under rule 21. 

' (5) The competent authority shall ensure that heritage bye-laws in respect of each 
protected monument and protected area is taken up as a time bound progranune and 
completed within a period of sixty days from the date of preparation of the site plans. 

( 6) The heritage bye-laws shall include use of building material, fa<;ade, roofing 
pattern, colour, height, built-up area, usage, stilt parking, underground construction, 
drainage systems, roads and service infrastructure like electric poles, water, sewerage, 
excavations and such other factors which may be necessary within the prohibited areas 
and regulated areas of the protected monuments arrd protected areas. 

,. 
(7) While preparing the heritage bye-laws, the parameters specified in the Second 
Schedule shall be followed by the competent authority. 

(8) A copy of each heritage bye-laws shall be placed before the Authority for its 
approval. 

(9) Each heritage bye-law shall after the approval by the Authority be made available 
by the competent authority to the public on its website. 

23. Documentation Centres :- (1) The Archaeological Survey of India shall set-up 
documentation centres or units in the offices of the Director General, Regional Directors 
and in Circles, on site plans and heritage bye-laws. 

(2) A central documentation centre shal~be established in the office of the Director 
General, Archaeological Survey of India, wherein documents, photographs, video graphs, 
films, compact discs, digital video documentation, drawings, survey plans, site plans and 
maps in respect of all protected monuments imd protected areas and their respective 
prohibited and regulated areas, declared as of national importance under the Act shall be 
properly housed for consultation and reference by the interested persons. 

(3) The Regional Directorates of the Archaeological Survey of India shall also 
establish regional documentation centres for storing information of various activities 
including preparation of site plan and heritage bye-laws of protected monuments, 
protected areas, prohibited and regulated areas in the respective regions. 

( 4) The bye-laws shall be recorded, digitised and stored and updated regularly with an 
easy mode to retrieve the data as and when required and in exceptional cases, features 
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referred in the bye-laws shall be documented in 3D and 360° virtual so that modifications, 
unauthorised activities, alterations and additions in the physical setting are detected 
immediately. 

24. Annual Report :- The competent authority shall prepare an annual report and 
submit it to the Central Government and the Authority by the 301

h day of April every year 
giving full description of all the activities for the previous year. 

Form I 
(See rule 5) 

Application for grant of permission for undertaking repair I renovation in the 
prohibited area and constructio'n I reconstruction I repair I renovation in the 
regulated area of protected monument or archaeological site and remains 
declared as of national importance under the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 
1. Name of the applicant: 

2. Address of the applicant : 
(a) Present 
(b) Permanent 

3. Name of the owner(s) 
(if the applicant is other than the owner) 

4. Address of the owner(s) : 
(a) Present address 
(b) Permanent address 

5. Whether the property is owned by individual or jointly 
(furnish documents) 

6. Whether the property is owned by Government/Public Sector Undertaking/Private 
Sector Undertaking/Film (if so, details to be furnished with complete address and 
phone numbers): · 

7. Locality of the proposed construction : 
(with full details plot number, etc.) 

8. Name of the nearest monument or site : 
(a) Locality 
(b) Taluk 
(c) District 
(d) State 
(Enclose area map showing the monumeut and the site of repair I renovation I 
construction I reconstruction) 

9. Distance of the site of construction related activities from the protected boundary of 
the monument: 

(a) Distance from the main monument: 
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(b) Distance from the protected boundary wall of the monument: 

10. Nature of the work proposed: 
(Repair/renovation! construction/reconstruction, etc.) 

I 

II. Det,ails of work proposed 
(furnish complete details with drawings of building I structure) 

(i) Number of storeys 
(ii) Floor area (storey-wise) 
(iii) Height (excluding mumty, parapet, 

water-storagetank, etc.) 
(iv) Height (including mumty, parapet, 

water-storage tank, etc.) 
(v) basement, if any proposed with details 

(Enclose plan, section and elevation drawings of the existing buil.ding duly approved by 
the Building Plan Sanctioning Authority and proposed building plan with section and 

· elevation in case of reconstruction. Enclose building plan, section and elevation of the 
proposed building in case of construction/reconstruction.) 

12. Purpose of the proposed work : 
(residential/commercial/institutional/public/community) 

13 Approximate date of the commencement 
of the proposed works: 

14 Approximate duration for CO!J:!pletion of the proposed work: 

15. Maximum height of the existing modem buildings in 
the close vicinity of-
(a) near the Monument: 
(b) near the site of construction related activity: 

16. Whether the monument is located within the limits of Municipal Corporation I 
Municipalities/ Nagar Panchayat I Village Panchayat 

17. Does any Master Plan/zonal development plan/layout plan approved by concerned 
local authorities exists for the city I town I village: 

18. Status of modern constructions in the vicinity of the monument and the proposed site 
of construction/reconstruction: 
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19. Open space/park/ green area close to the protected monument I protected area: 

20. Whether any road(s) exists between the monument and the site of 
construction/reconstruction: 

21. Remarks/additional information, if any: 

I 

I ................................................................... declare that the above 
information is correct. I also undertake to observe the provisions · of the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 as amended by the, the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and Validation) 
Act, 201 0 and the rules made there under. 

Place: 

Seal of firm (if any) 

Date: Signature of the applicant 

Note: 

1. If the application is on the behalf of the organisation/firm, the signature should be 
of the head of that organisation!fitm. 

2. Enclose photogr.aphs showing the monument and the existing modem 
constructions. 

3. Google Earth Images of the area under reference showing the monument and the 
site of construction related activities. 

4. Enclose ownership documents duly attested by an authorized officer of the 
Government. · · 

5. In case of repairs/renovation a report from a duly authorised/licenced architect to 
be submitted by the applicant. 
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Form II 
(See rule 10) 

• Forwarding of proposal from competent authority to the Authority for 
recommendation I approval for grant of permission for undertaking repairs/ 
renovation in the prohibited area and construction I reconstruction I repairs I 
renovation in the regulated area of an protected monument or archaeological site 
and remains declared as of national importance 

1. Name of the applicant : 

2. Address of the applicant : 

(a) Present 
(b) Permanent 

3. Status of the ownership: 

4. Whether the property is owned by individual or jointly I 
Government I Public Sector Undertaking /Private Sector Undertaking I Firm 

5. Locality of the proposed construction, etc. : 

6. Name of the nearest protected monument or protected area: 
(a) Locality : 
(b) District : 
(c) State 

7. Distance from the protected monument/protected area: 
(distance should be given from all sides) 

8. Nature of the work proposed : 
(repair/renovation/construction/reconstruction) 

9. Details of work proposed: 
(furnish complete details with drawings showing the nature of work) 

(i) Number of stories 
(ii) Floor area(storey-wise) 
(iii) Height (excluding mumty, parapet, 

water-storage tank, etc.) 
(iv) Height (including mumty, parapet, 

water-storage tank, etc.) 
(v) Basement, if any proposed with details 

I 0. Purpose of the proposed work : 
(residential/commercial/institutional/public/community) 

3219GI/I 1---{J 
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11. Status of maximum height of the existing modern buildings in 
the close vicinity of: 
(a) near the Monument: 
(b) near the site of construction related activity: 

[PART II-SEC. 3(i)] 

12. Whether the monument is located within the limits of Municipal Corporation I 
Municipalities I Nagar Panchayat/Village Panchayat: 

13 Does any Master Plan/zonal development plan duly approved by the respective 
local authorities exists for the city/town/village: 

14. Category of the Application: 

15. Date of inspection of the site: 
(by the Competent Authority or 
other designated officer) 

16. Name & Designation of the site inspecting official: 

17. Report of the inspecting official: 
(Photographs, aerial view of the site to be submitted) 

18. Assessment reports by Experts, if any: 

19. Specific recommendations of Competent Authority: 
(with three sets of the proposal) 

Place: 

Date: Signature of the Competent Authority 
F.No. 

SEAL 
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Form III 
(See rule 12) 

Grant of permission for undertaking repairs and renovation of buil~ing I structure located 
in the prohibited area of the protected monument or archaeological site and remains 
declared as of national importance under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 
Sites and Remains Act, 1958 

Whereas, ................................................................................... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , of .............................................. has applied for permission 
for.......... .......... .......... . .......................... .in the prohibited area near or adjoining 
................... ........... ............. ................ .. ....... at .................. . ............. . 
District ........................................... , State ........................................ and has 
undertaken to observe the provision of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 'Sites 
and Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958) and rules made there-under, I, 
......................................................................... , ·competent authority, do 
hereby grant this pennission on the basis of the approval/recommendation of the National 
Monument Authority, under sub rule ( ..... ) of rule ...... of the said rules to the said ........... . 
(name of the applicant)..................................... ...................................... ... for 
........................................ in the area indicated in red outline on the plan attached 
hereto. 

The permission is granted subject to the provision of the Act and the Rules and is 
further subject to the following conditions, namely.-

1. 
2. 
3. 

The permission is not transferable and it shall be valid for a period of three yenrs 
commencing with ........... day of ............. . 

Station: Signature of the Competent Authority 
Date: 
F.No. SEAL 
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Form IV 
(See rule 12) 

[PART II--SEC. 3(i)] 

I 
Grant of permission for undertaking construction /reconstruction I repair/ renovation in 
the regulated area of protected monument or archaeological site and remains declared 
as of national importance under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 
Remains Act, 1958 

Whereas, ................................................................................... . 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. ....... , of .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. has applied 
for permission for............ .. ....................... in the regulated area near or adjoining 
........... · ............................................................ at .................................... , 
District ................................. , State ................................. and has undertaken 
to observe the provision of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 
Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958) and rules made there under, I, ............................ .. 
.. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . , competent authority, do hereby grant this permission 
on the basis ofthe.approval/recommendation of the National Monument Authority, under 
sub-rule( ..... ) of rule ...... ofthe said rules to the said ....... (name of the applicant) .......... 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... for ............................... , .... .in the area indicated 
in red outline on the plan attached hereto. 

The permission is granted subject to the provision ofthe Act and the Rules and is 
further subject to the following conditions, namely: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

The permission is not transferable and it shall be valid for a period of three years 
commencing with ........... day of .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 

Station: Signature of the competent authority 
Date: 
F.No. SEAL 
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FormV 
(See rule 12 and 13) 

Refusal of permission for undertaking construction I recon~truction I repair I 
renovation in the regulated area I prohibited area of protected monument or 
archaeological site and remains declared as of national importance under the 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 

To 

File No: ........................ . Dated: ......... . 

Sir/Madam, 

With reference to your application no ............ dated .......... for the grant of 
permission for the construction/ reconstruction I repair I renovation in the prohibited I regulated 
area of protected monument I archaeological site and remains declared as of national importance, 
plot no ................. block no. ................ situated at... ...................................... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .I am to inform you that the permission has 
been refused on the following grounds. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Station: 
Date: 

Signature ofthe Competent Authority 

SEAL 
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE 
[see rule 21 (1)] 

(PART II-SEC. 3(i)] 

Parameters for Preparation of Site Plan 

While preparing a site plan for the protected area, the prohibited and regulated 
areas, the following parameters shall be adhered to and incorporated. 
(a) Protected Area, protected monument, prohibited area or regulated area 

Parameters: 

(i) 

(ii) 
(iii) 

(iv) 
(v) 

(vi) 
(vii) 
(vii) 

(ix) 
(x) 
(xi) 
(xii) 
(xiii) 

(xiv) 

Contouring (I metre interval) is preferably. However, it can vary 
depending on the nature of landscape. If it is hilly terrain with 
cliffs, then contour intervals can be increased. If the landscape is 
plain, then it can be reduced to 0.5 metre; 
Fixing of Bench mark and survey points on the ground and map; 
Protected area needs to be mapped in such a manner that property 
and feature within the area can easily be identified. Therefore the 
area shall be required to be grided both on map and ground. Grids 
can be of 50 x 50 metres; 
Mapping of structures on plan; 
Other features like tank, embankment, mud fortification, remnants 
of ancient structures etc should be shown; 
Roads and pathways; 
Garden area; 
Trees (with an inventory- tree type, 
girth and height); 
Telephone Lines 
Sewerage Lines 
Water supply lines, etc. 
Contouring I Relative heights of certain areas 
Ground Penetrating · Radar survey determining the buried 
archaeological remains. 
Any other feature that is required to be incorporated in consultation 
with the competent authority; 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE 
[See rule 22] 

Parameters for Heritage Bye-Jaws : 

The heritage bye-laws shall be framed on the basis of the site plan 
prepared for each of the prohibited and regulated areas of protected monuments 
and the following parameters, namely -

(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 
(v) 
(vi) 
(vii) 

(viii) 
(ix) 
(x) 
(xi) 
(xii) 
(xiii) 

(xiv) 

Architectural, historical and archaeological value of the monument; 
Sensitivity of the monument (e.g. developmental pressure, urbanization, 
population pressure, etc); 
Visibility from the protected monument or area and visibility frotn 
regulated area; 
Land-use to be identified; 
Archaeological heritage remains other than protected monument(s); 
Cultural landscapes; 
Significant natural landscapes that forms part of cultural landscape and 
also helps in protecting the monument from environmental pollution; 
Usage of open space and constructions; 
Traditional, historical and cultural activities; 
Skyline as visible from the monument and from regulated areas; 
Vernacular architecture; 
Developmental plan as available by the local authorities; 
Building related parameters-
( a) Height of the construction; 
(b) Floor area; 
(c) Usage; 
(d) Fa<;ade design; 
(e) Roof design; 
(f) Building material; 
(g) Colour; 
Visitors facilities and amenities. 

[F. No. 1/8/20 I 0-M (Pt.-III R] 

GAUTAM SENGUPTA, Director General 

--~--·--· 
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Act No. VII of 19041 
[18th March, 1904] 

 

 An Act to provide for the preservation of Ancient Monuments and objects 

of archaeological, historical, or artistic interest. 
 

(As modified upto 1st September, 1949) 

 

 WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the preservation of ancient monuments, 

for the exercise of control over traffic in antiquities and over excavation in certain places, 

and for the protection and acquisition in certain cases of ancient monuments and of 

objects of archaeological, historical or artistic interest; it is hereby enacted as follows:-- 

 

1. Short title and extent.—(1)  This Act may be called the Ancient Monuments 

Preservation Act, 1904. 

 

(2)  It extends to 2[all the Provinces of India], inclusive of  3*          *          *, 

the Santhal Parganas and the Pargana of Spiti. 

 

2. Definitions.— In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or 

context.— 

 

(1) “ancient monument” means any structure, erection or monument, or any 

tumulus or place of interment, or any cave, rock-sculpture, inscription or 

monolith, which is of historical, archaeological or artistic interest, or any 

remains thereof, and includes— 

 

(a) the site of an ancient monument; 

 

(b) such portion of land adjoining the site of an ancient monument as may 

be required for fencing or covering in or otherwise preserving such 
monument; and 

 

(c) the means of access to and convenient inspection of an ancient 

                                                
1  For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gazetteer of India, 1903, Pt. V, p.513; for Report of the Select Committee, see ibid., 1904, 

Pt. V, page 57; and for Proceedings in Council, see ibid., 1903, Pt. VI, pp. 166, 191, Pt. VI, pp. 20 and 76. 

 

This Act has been declared to be in force in the Khondmals District by the Khondmals Laws Regulation, 1936 (4 of 1936), s. 3 and Sch.; 

and in the Angul District by the Angul Laws Regulation, 1936 (5 of 1936), s.3 and Sch. 

 

 It has been extended to Berar by the Berar Laws Act, 1941 (4 of 1941). 

 
2   Subs. by the A.O. 1948, for “the whole of British India”. 
3 The words “British Baluchistan” were rep. By the A.O. 1948. 
4  Subs, by the A.O. 1937, for “the Govt.” 
5  Subs, by the A. O. 1937, for “L.G.” 
 

 

 



monument: 
 

(2) “antiquities” include any moveable objects which 4(the Central 

Government), by reason of their historical or archaeological associations, 

may think it necessary to protect against injury, removal or dispersion: 

 

(3) “Commissioner” includes any officer authorized by 5[the Central 

Government] to perform the duties of a Commissioner under this Act: 

 

(4) “Maintain” and “Maintenance” include the fencing covering in, repairing, 

resorting and cleansing of a protected monument, and the doing of any act 

which may be necessary for the purpose of maintaining a protected 

monument or of securing convenient access thereto: 

 

(5) “Land” includes a revenue-free estate, a revenue-paying estate, and a 

permanent transferable tenure, whether such a estate or tenure be subject 

to incumbrances or not: and 

 

(6) “owner” includes a joint owner invested with powers of management on 

behalf of himself and other joint owners, and any manager or trustee 

exercising powers of management over an ancient monument, and the 

successor in title of any such owner and the successor in office of any such 

manager or trustee: 

 

Provided that nothing in this Act shall be deemed to extend the powers, 

which may lawfully be exercised by such manager or trustee.  

 
3. Protected monuments.—(1) The 1[Central Government] may, by notification in 

the 2[Official Gazette], declare an ancient monument to be a protected 

monument within the meaning of this Act. 

 

(2) A copy of every notification published under sub-section (1) shall be fixed up 

in a conspicuous place on or near the monument, together with an 

intimation that any objections to the issue of the notification received by  
1[Central Government] within one month from the date when it is so fixed 

up will be taken  into consideration. 

 

(3) On the expiry of the said period of one month, the 1[Central Government], 

after considering the objections, if any, shall confirm or withdraw the 

notification. 
 

(4) A notification published under this section shall, unless and until it is 

withdrawn, be conclusive evidence of the fact that the monument to which it 

relates is an ancient monument within the meaning of this Act. 

 

 

ANCIENT MONUMENTS 

 

4. Acquisition of rights in or guardianship of an ancient monument.—(1) The 

Collector, with the sanction of the 1[Central Government], may purchase or take 

a lease of any protected monument. 

 

(2) The Collector, with the like sanction, may accept a gift or bequest of any 
protected monument. 

 

(3) The owner of any protected monument may, by written instrument, 

                                                
1 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “L.G.”. 
2 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “local official Gazette”. 



constitute the Commissioner the guardian of the monument, and the 
Commissioner may, with the sanction of the 1[Central Government], accept 

such guardianship. 

 

(4) When the Commissioner has accepted the guardianship of a monument 

under sub-section (3), the owner shall, except as expressly provided in this 

Act, have the same estate, right, title and interest in and to the monument 

as if the Commissioner had not been constituted guardian thereof. 

 

(5) When the Commissioner has accepted the guardianship of a monument 

under sub-section (3), the provisions of this Act relating to agreements 

executed under section 5 shall apply to the written instrument executed 

under the said sub-section. 

Where a protected monument is without an owner, the Commissioner may 

assume the guardianship of the monument. 

 

5. Preservation of ancient monument by agreement.— 

 

(1) The Collector may, with the previous sanction of 1[the Central Government], 

propose to the owner to enter into an agreement with 2[the Central 

Government] for the preservation of any protected monument in his district. 

 

(2) An agreement under this section may provide for the following matters, or 

for such of them as it may be found expedient to include in the agreement:-- 

 

(a) the maintenance of the monument; 

 
(b) the custody of the monument, and the duties of any person who may be 

employed to watch it; 

 

(c) the restriction of the owner’s right to destroy, remove, alter or deface the 

monument or to build on or near the site of the monument; 

 

(d) the facilities of access to be permitted to the public or to any portion of 

the public and to persons deputed by the owner or the Collector to 

inspect or maintain the monument; 

 

(e) the notice to be given to 3[the Central Government] in case the land on 

which the monument is situated is offered for sale by the owner, and the 

right to be reserved to 1[the Central Government] to purchase such land, 
or any specified portion of such land, at its market-value; 

 

(f) the payment of any expenses incurred by the owner or by 1[the Central 

Government] in connection with the preservation of the monument; 

 

(g) the proprietary or other rights which are to vest in His Majesty in respect 

of the monument when any expenses are incurred by 1[the Central 

Government] in connection with the preservation of the monument; 

 

(h) the appointment of an authority to decide any dispute arising out of the 

agreement; and  

 

any matter connected with the preservation of the monument which is a proper 
subject of agreement between the owner and 1[the Central Government]. 

                                                
1 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the L.G.”. 
2 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the Secretary of State for India in Council”. 

 
3 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the Govt.” 



 
 
1[*    *    *    *] 

 

 (4) The terms of an agreement under this section may be altered from time to 

time with the sanction of 2[the Central Government], and with the consent of 

the owner. 

 

(5) With the previous sanction of  3[the Central Government], the Collector may 

terminate an agreement under this section on giving six months notice in 

writing to the owner. 

 

(6) The owner may terminate an agreement under this section on giving six 

months’ notice to the Collector. 

 

(7) An agreement under this section shall be binding on any person claiming to 

be owner of the monument to which it relates, through or under a party by 

whom or on whose behalf the agreement was executed. 

 

(8) Any rights acquired by 3[the Central Government] in respect of expenses 

incurred in protecting or preserving a monument shall not be affected by the 

termination of an agreement under this section. 

 

6. Owners under disability or not in possession.— 

 

(1) if the owner is unable, by reason of infancy or other disability, to act for 

himself, the person legally competent to act on his behalf may exercise the 
powers conferred upon an owner by section 5. 

 

(2) In the case of village-property, the headman or other village officer 

exercising powers of management over such property may exercise the 

powers conferred upon an owner by section 5. 

 

(3) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to empower any person not being of 

the same religion as the persons on whose behalf he is acting to make or 

execute an agreement relating to a  protected monument which or any part 

of which is periodically used for the religious worship or observances of that 

religion. 

 

7. Enforcement of agreement.— 
 

(1) If the Collector apprehends that the owner or occupier of a monument 

intends to destroy, remove, alter, deface, or imperil the monument or to 

build on or near the site thereof in contravention of the terms of an 

agreement for its preservation under section 5, the Collector may make an 

order prohibiting any such contravention of the agreement. 

 

(2) If an owner or other person who is bound by an agreement for the 

preservation or maintenance of a monument under section 5 refuses to do 

any act which is in the opinion of the Collector necessary to such preservation 

or maintenance, or neglects to do any such act within such reasonable time 

as may be fixed by the Collector, the Collector may authorise any person to 

do any such act, and the expense of doing any such act or such portion of the 
expense as the owner may be liable to pay under the agreement may be 

recovered from the owner as if it were in arrears of land-revenue. 

                                                
1 Sub-section (3) was rep. by the A.O. 1937 
2 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the L.G.” 
3 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “Govt.” 



 
(3) A person aggrieved by an order made under this section may appeal to the 

Commissioner, who may cancel or modify it and who decision shall be final. 

 

8. Purchasers at certain sales and persons claiming though owner bound 

by instrument executed by owner.— 

 

Every person who purchases, at a sale for arrears of land revenue or 

any other public demand, or at a sale made under the Bengal Patni Taluks 

Regulation, 1819 (Ben. Reg. VIII of 1819) an estate or tenure in which is 

situated a monument in respect of which any instrument has been executed by 

the owner for the time being, under section 4 or section 5, and every person 

claiming any title to a monument from, through or under an owner who executed 

any such instrument, shall be bound by such instrument. 

 

9. Application of endowment to repair of an ancient monument.— 

 

(1) If any owner or other person competent to enter into an agreement under 

section 5 for the preservation of a protected monument, refuses or fails to 

enter into such an agreement when proposed to him by the Collector, and if 

any endowment has been created for the purpose of keeping such 

monument in repair, or for that purpose among others, the Collector may 

institute a suit in the Court of the District Judge, or, if the estimated cost of 

repairing the monument does not exceed one thousand rupees, may make 

an application to the District Judge for the proper application of such 

endowment or part thereof. 

 
(2) On the hearing of an application under sub-section (1), the District Judge 

may summon and examine the owner and any person whose evidence 

appears to him necessary, and may pass an order for the proper application 

of the endowment or of any part thereof and any such order may be 

executed as if it were the decree of a Civil Court. 

 

10

. 

Compulsory purchase of ancient monument.— 

(1) If the 1[Central Government] apprehends that a protected monument is in 

danger of being destroyed, injured or allowed to fall into decay, 2[the Central 

Government may direct the Provincial Government to acquire it] under the 

provisions of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (I of 1894), as if the 

preservation of a protected monument were a “public purpose” within the 

meaning of that Act. 
 

(2) The powers of compulsory purchase conferred by sub-section (1) shall not 

be exercised in the case of—3 

 

(a) any monument which or any part of which is periodically used for 

religious observances; or 

 

(b) any monument which is the subject of a subsisting agreement executed 

under section 5. 

 

(3) In any case other than the cases referred to in sub-section (2) the said 

powers of compulsory purchase shall not be exercised unless the owner or 

other person competent to enter into an agreement under section 5 has 
failed, within such reasonable period as the Collector may fix in this behalf, 

to enter into an agreement proposed to him under the said section or has 

terminated or given notice of his intention to terminate such an agreement. 

                                                
1 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “L.G.” 
2 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the L.G. may proceed to acquire it”. 



 
1[10A Power of Central Government to control mining, etc., near ancient 

monument.— 

 

(1) If the 2[Central Government] is of opinion that mining, quarrying, excavating, 

blasting and other operations of a like nature should be restricted or 

regulated for the purpose of protecting or preserving any ancient monument; 

the 3[Central Government] may, by notification in the 2[Official Gazette], 

make rules— 

 

(a) fixing the boundaries of the area to which the rules are to apply, 

 

(b) forbidding the carrying on  of mining, quarrying, excavating, blasting or 

any operation of a like nature except in accordance with the rules and 

with the terms of a licence, and 

 

(c) prescribing the authority by which, and the terms on which, licences may 

be granted to carry on any of the said operations. 

 

(2) The power to make rules given by this section is subject to the condition of 

the rules being made after previous publication. 

 

(3) A rule made under this section may provide that any person committing a 

breach thereof shall be punishable with fine, which may extend to two 

hundred rupees. 

 

(4) If any owner or occupier of land included in a notification under sub-section 
(1) proves to the satisfaction of the 2[Central Government] that he has 

sustained loss by reason of such land being so included, the 2[Central 

Government] shall pay compensation in respect of such loss.] 

 

11

. 
Maintenance of certain protected monuments.— 

 

(1) The Commissioner shall maintain every monument in respect of which the 

Government has acquired any of the rights mentioned in section 4 or which 

the Government has acquired under section 10. 

 

(2) When the Commissioner has accepted the guardianship of a monument 

under section 4, he shall, for the purpose of maintaining such monument, 

have access to the monument at all reasonable times, by himself and by his 
agents, subordinates and workmen, for the purpose of inspecting the 

monument, and for the purpose of bringing such materials and doing such 

acts as be may consider necessary or desirable for the maintenance thereof. 

 

12

. 

Voluntary contributions.— 

 

The Commissioner may receive voluntary contributions towards the cost of 

maintaining a protected monument and may give orders as to the management 

and application of any funds so received by him: 

 

       Provided that no contribution received under this section shall be applied to 

any purpose other than the purpose for which it was contributed. 

 
13

. 

Protection of place of worship from misuse, pollution or desecration.— 

 

                                                
1 S. 10A ins. by the Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment)Act, 1932 (18 of 1932), s.2. 
2 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “L.G”. 
3 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “local official Gazette”. 



(1) A place of worship or shrine maintained by the Government under this Act 
shall not be used for any purpose inconsistent with its character. 

 

(2) Where the Collector has, under section 4, purchased or taken a lease of any 

protected monument or has accepted a gift or bequest, or the Commissioner 

has, under the same section accepted the guardianship thereof, and such 

monument, or any part thereof, is periodically used for religious worship or 

observances by any community, the Collector shall make due provision for 

the protection such monument, or such part thereof, from pollution or 

desecration- 

 

(a) by prohibiting the entry therein, except in accordance with condition 

prescribed with the concurrence of the persons in religious charge of the 

said monument or part thereof, of any person not entitled so to enter by 

the religious usages of the community by which the monument or part 

thereof is used, or 

 

(b) by taking such other action as he may think necessary in this behalf. 

 

14

. 

Relinquishment of Government rights in a monument-  With the sanction 

of 1[the Central Government], the Commissioner may- 

 

(a) where rights have been acquired by 2[the Central Government] in respect 

of any monument under this Act by virtue of any sale, lease, gift or will, 

relinquish the right so acquired to the person who would for the time 

being be the owner of the monument if such rights had not been 

acquired; or 
 

(b) relinquish any guardianship of a monument which he has accepted under 

this act. 

 

15

. 

Right of access to certain monuments.- (1) Subject to such rules as may 

after previous publication be made by 1[the Central Government], the public 

shall have a right of access to any monument maintained by 3[the Central 

Government ] under this Act. 

 

(2) In making any rule under sub-section (1) 1[the Central Government], 

may provide that a breach of it shall be punishable with fine which may 

extend to twenty rupees. 

 
16

. 

Penalties.- Any person other than the owner who destroys, removes, injuries, 

alters, defaces or imperils a protected monument, and any owner who destroys, 

removes, injures, alters, defaces or imperils a monument maintained by 4[the 

Central Government] under this Act or in respect of which an agreement has 

been executed under section 5, and any owner or occupier who contravenes an 

order made under section 7, sub-section (1), shall be punishable with fine which 

may extend to five thousand rupees, or with imprisonment which may extend to 

three months, or with both. 

 

 

 

 

 Traffic in Antiquities 
 

                                                
1  Subs by the A.O. 1937, for “the L.G”. 
2  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the Govt.” 
3  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the Govt.” 
4  Subs. by the A. O. 1937, for “Govt.” 



17
. 

Power to Central Government to control traffic in antiquities.- (1) If the 
1[Central Government] apprehends that antiquities are being sold or removed to 

the detriment of India or of any neighboring country, 2(It) may, by 3(notification 

in the  4(Official Gazette), prohibit or restrict the bringing or taking by sea or by 

land of any antiquities or class of antiquities described in the notification into or 

out of 5(the provinces) or any specified part of 5(the Provinces). 

 

(2)  Any person who brings or takes or attempts to bring or take any such 

antiquities into or out of 5(the provinces) or any part of 5(the provinces) in 

contravention of a notification issued under sub-section (1), shall be 

punishable with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees.  

 

(3) Antiquities in respect of which an offense referred to in sub-section (2) has 

been committed shall be liable to confiscation. 

 

(4) An officer of Customs, or an officer of Police of a grade not lower than Sub-

Inspector, duly empowered by the 6[Central Government) in this behalf, may 

search any vessel, cart or other means of conveyance and may open any 

baggage or package of goods, if he has reason to believe that goods in 

respect of which an offense has been committed under sub-section (2) are 

contained therein. 

 

(5) A person who complains that the power of search mentioned in sub-section 

(4) has been vexatiously or improperly exercised may address his complaint 

to the 6(Central Government), and the 6[Central Government] shall pass such 

order and may award such compensation, if any as appears to it to be just.  

 
Protection of Sculptures, Carvings, Images,  

Bas-reliefs, Inscriptions or like objects. 

 

18.             Power to Central Government to control moving of sculptures, carvings 

or like objects. — 

 

(1) If 7[the Central Government] considers that any sculptures, carvings, 

images, bas-reliefs, inscriptions or other like objects ought not to be moved 

from the place where they are without the sanction of 8[the Central 

Government], 9[the Central Government] may by notification10 in the 
11[Official Gazette], direct that any such object or any class of such objects 

shall not be moved unless with the written permission of the Collector. 

 
(2) A person applying for the permission mentioned in sub-section (1) shall 

specify the object or objects, which he proposes to move, and shall furnish 

in regard to such object or objects, any information, which the collector may 

require. 

 

(3) If the Collector refuses to grant such permission, the applicant may appeal 

                                                
1  Subs. by the A. O. 1937, for “G.G. in C.” 
2  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “he” 
3  See notification no. 110 dated 28th May, 1917, Part-I, p. 989, and notification No. 1385, dated 8th July 1924, Gazette of India, 1924, Pt. I, 

P.614; Gen. R. & O., Vol.-III.  
4  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “Gazette of India” 
5  Subs. by the A. O. 1948, for “British India” 
6  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “L.G.” 
7  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the L.G.” 
8  Subs. by the A.O. 1937 for “the Govt,” 
9  Subs. by the A.O. 1937 for “the L.G.” 
10  For notification under this section, issued before the 1st April, 1937, by the Government of— 

1. Bengal, see Calcutta Gazette, 1908, Pt. I, p. 1248, and ibid., 1909, Pt. I, p.23; and p.957 as to Gaya District. 
2. Central Provinces, see C.P. Gazette, 1906, Pt. III, p. 616. 
11  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “local official Gazette”. 

 



to the Commissioner, whose decision shall be final. 
 

(4) Any person who moves an object in contravention of a notification issued 

under sub-section (1), shall be punishable with fine, which may extend to 

five hundred rupees. 

 

(5) If the owner of any property proves to the satisfaction of 1[the Central 

Government] that he has suffered any loss or damage by reason of the 

inclusion of such property in a notification published under sub-section (1), 
1[the Central Government] shall either— 

 

(a) exempt such property from the said notification; 

 

(b) purchase such property, if it to be moveable, at its market value; or 

 

(c) pay compensation for any loss or damage sustained by the owner of 

such property, if it to be immoveable. 

 

19. Purchase of sculptures, carvings or like objects by the Government.— 

 

(1) If 1[the Central Government] apprehends that any object mentioned in a 

notification issued under section 18, sub-section (1), is in danger of being 

destroyed, removed, injured or allowed to fall into decay, 1[the Central 

Government] may pass orders for the compulsory purchase of such object 

at its market-value and the Collector shall thereupon give notice to the 

owner of the object to be purchased. 

 
(2) The power of compulsory purchase given by this section shall not extend 

to— 

 

(a) any image or symbol actually used for the purpose of any religious 

observance; or 

 

(b) anything which the owner desires to retain on any reasonable ground 

personal to himself or to any of his ancestors or to any member of his 

family. 

 
2[ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION.] 

 
2 [20. Power of Central Government to notify areas as protected.— 

 

(1)   If the 3[Central Government] 4*       *        *        * is of opinion that 

excavation for archaeological purposes in any area should be restricted and 

regulated in the interest of archaeological research, the 3[Central 

Government] may, by notification in the  5[Official Gazette] specifying the 

boundaries of the area, declare it to be a protected area. 

 

(2)    From the date of such notification all antiquities buried in the protected 

area shall be the property of 6[the Crown] and shall be deemed to be in the 

possession of 6[the Crown], and shall remain the property and in the 

possession of 6[the Crown] until ownership thereof is transferred; but in all 

other respects the rights of any owner or occupier of land in such area shall 

                                                                                                                                                 
1 Subs. by the A.O. 1937 for “the L.G.” 
2 This heading and Ss. 20, 20A, 20B, and 20C were subs. by the Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) Act, 1932 (18 of 1932), 

s.3, for the original heading and s.20 
3 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “G.G. in C.” 
4 The words “after consulting the L.G.” rep, by the A.O. 1937. 
5 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “Gaszette of India”. 
6 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “Govt.” 



not be affected.] 
 

2 

[20A 
Power to enter upon and make excavation in a protected area.— 

 

(1) any officer of the Archaeological Deparment or any person holding a licence 

under section 20B may, with the written permission of the Collector, enter 

upon and make excavations in any protected area. 

  

(2) Where, in the exercise of the power conferred by sub-section (1), the rights 

of any person are infringed by the occupation or disturbance of the surface 

of any land, 1[the Central Government] shall pay to that person 

compensation for the infringement.] 

 

 
2[20B

. 

Power of Central Government to make rules regulating archaeological 

excavation in protected areas.— 

 

(1) The 3[Central Government] may make rules— 

 

(a) prescribing the authorities by whom licences to excavate for 

archaeological purposes in a protected area may be granted; 

 

(b) regulating the conditions on which such licences may be granted, the 

form of such licences, and the taking of security from licensees; 

 

(c) prescribing the manner in which antiquities found by a licensee shall be 

divided between 4[the Central Government] and the licensee, and  
 

(d) generally to carry out the purposes of section 20. 

 
 (2) The power to make rules given by this section is subject to the condition of 

the rules being made after previous publication. 

 

(3) Such rules may be general for all protected areas for the time being or may 

be special for any particular protected area or areas. 

 

Such rules may provide that any person committing a breach of any rule or 

of any condition of a licence shall be punishable with fine which may extend to 

five thousand rupees, and may further provide that where the breach has been 

by the agent or servant of a licensee the licensee himself shall be punishable]. 
 

1[20C

. 
Power to acquire a protected area.— 

 

If the 2[Central Government] is of opinion that a protected area contains an 

ancient monument or antiquities of national interest and value, 5[it] may direct 

the 6[Provincial Government] to acquire such area, or any part thereof, and the 
5[Provincial Government] may thereupon acquire such area or part under the 

Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (I of 1894), as for a public purpose]. 

 

21. Assessment of market-value or compensation.— 

 

                                                
1
 Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “the Govt.” 

2  See footnote 2 on pre-page. 
3  Subs. in the A.O. 1937 for “G.G. in C.” 
4  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “Govt.”. 
5  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “he”. 
6  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “L.G.”. 



(1)  The market-value of any property which Government is empowered to 
purchase at such value under this Act, or the 1*    *compensation to be paid 

by Government in respect of anything done under this Act, shall, where any 

dispute arises 2[in respect] of such market-value or compensation, be 

ascertained in the manner provided by the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, 

sections 3, 8 to 34, 45 to 47, 51 and 52 so far as they can be made 

applicable: 

 

    Provided that when making any inquiry under the said Land Acquisition 

Act, 1894, the Collector shall be assisted by two assessors, one of whom shall be 

a competent person nominated by the Collector, and one a person nominated by 

the owner or, in case the owner fails to nominate an assessor within such 

reasonable time as may be fixed by the Collector in this behalf, by the Collector. 

 

22. Jurisdiction.—A Magistrate of the thirst class shall not have jurisdiction to try 

any person charged with an offense against this Act. 

 

 

23. Power to make rules.— 

 

(1)  The 3[Central Government] 4*    *may make rules5 for carrying out any of 

the purposes of this Act. 

 

(2)  The power to make rules given by this section is subject to the condition of 

the rules being made after previous publication. 

 

24. Protection to public servants acting under Act.—No suit for compensation 
and no criminal proceeding shall lie against any public servant in respect of any 

act done, or in good faith intended to be done, in the exercise of any power 

conferred by this Act. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
1  The words “amount of “ rep. by the Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) Act, 1932 (18 of 1932), s.4. 
2  Subs. by s.4, ibid., for “touching the amount”. 

 
3  Subs. by the A.O. 1937, for “G.G. in C.”. 
4  The words “or the L.G.” rep. by the A.O. 1937. 
5  For rules made by the Mad. Govt. before the 1st April 1937, for the decipherment, publication, and custody of Indian inscriptions on 

stone and copper, see Mad. R. and O. 
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THE ANTIQUITIES AND ART TREASURES ACT, 1972 

 

(ACT NO. 52 OF 1972)1 

(As modified upto April  1, 1975) 

 

(9th September, 1972) 

 

 

An Act to regulate the export trade in antiquities and art treasures, to provide for 

the prevention of smuggling of, and  fraudulent dealings in, antiquities, to 

provide for the compulsory acquisition of antiquities and art treasures for 

preservation in public places and to provide for certain other matters 

connected therewith or incidental or ancillary thereto. 

 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Twenty-third Year of the Republic of India as follows:- 

 
Short title, extent 
and  commencement 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 

1972. 

 

(2) It extends to the whole of India. 

 

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the Central 

Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 

appoint and different dates may be appointed for different 

provisions of this Act and for different States and any 

reference in any such provision to the commencement of this 

Act shall be construed as a reference to the coming into 

force of that provision. 

 
Definitions 2. 

 

(I) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires— 

 

(a) “antiquity” includes 

 

(i)  any coin, sculpture, painting epigraph or other work 

of art or craftsmanship; 

 

(ii) any article, object or thing detached from a building 

or cave; 

 

(iii) any article, object or thing illustrative of science, art, 

crafts, literature, religion, customs, morals or politics 

in bygone ages; 

 

                                                 
1
 Published in Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section I, dated 9.09.1972. 
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(II

) 

(iv) any article, object or thing of historical interest; 

 

(v) any article, object or thing declared by the Central 

Government, by notification in the Official Gazette, to 

be an antiquity for the purposes of this Act, 

 

which has been in existence for not less than one 

hundred years; and  

 

any manuscript, record or other document which is of scientific, 

historical, literary or aesthetic value and which has been in 

existence for not less than seventy-five years; 

 

(b) “art treasure” means any human work of art, not 

being an antiquity, declared by the Central Government 

by notification in the Official Gazette, to be an art 

treasure for the purposes of this Act having regard to 

its artistic or aesthetic value: 

                  Provided that no declaration under this clause 

shall be made in respect of any such work of art so 

long as the author thereof is alive; 

 

(c) “export” means taking out of India to a place outside 

India; 

 

(d) “licensing officer” means an officer appointed as 

such under section 6; 

 

(e) “registering officer” means an officer appointed as 

such under section 15; 

 

(f) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under 

this Act. 

 

 

(2) Any reference in this Act to any law which is not in force in 

any area shall, in relation to that area, be construed as a 

reference to the corresponding law, if any, in force in that 

area. 

 
Regulation of export 
trade in antiquities 
and art treasures 

3. (1) On and from the commencement of this Act, it shall not be 

lawful for any person, other than the Central Government or 

any authority or agency authorised by the Central 

Government in this behalf, to export any antiquity or art 

treasure. 

 

(2) Whenever the Central Government or any authority or 

agency referred to in sub-section (1) intends to export any 

antiquity or art treasure such export shall be made only 

under and in accordance with the terms and conditions of a 

permit issued for the purpose by such authority as may be 

prescribed. 

 
Application  
Act 52 of 1962 

4. The Customs Act, 1962, shall have effect in relation to all 

antiquities and art treasures, the export of which by any person 
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antiquities and art treasures, the export of which by any person 

(other than the Central Government or any authority or agency 

authorised by the Central Government) is prohibited under 

section 3 save in so far as that Act is inconsistent with the 

provisions of this Act and except that (notwithstanding anything 

contained in section 125 of that Act) any confiscation authorised 

under that Act shall be made unless the Central Government on 

an application made to it in this behalf, otherwise directs. 

 
 5. 1[As from the date of expiry of a period of six months from 

the commencement of this Act], no person shall, himself or by 

any other person on his behalf, carry on the business of selling 

or offering to sell any antiquity except under and in accordance 

with the terms and conditions of a licence granted under section 

8. 

 

Explanation.—In this section and in sections 7, 8, 12, 13, 

14, 17, and 18 “antiquity” does not include ancient and 

historical records other than those declared by or under law 

made by Parliament to be of national importance. 

 
Appointment of 
licensing officers 

6. The Central Government may, by notified order,--- 

 

(a) appoint such persons, being gazetted officers of 

Government, as it thinks fit, to be licensing officers for the 

purposes of this Act; 

 

(b) define the limits of the area within which a licensing officer 

shall exercise the powers conferred on licensing officers by 

or under this Act. 

 
Application for licence 7. (1) Any person desiring to carry on, himself or by  any other 

person on his behalf, the business of selling or offering to 

sell antiquities may make an application for the grant of a 

licence to the licensing officer having jurisdiction. 

 

(2) Every application under sub-section (1) shall be made in 

such form and shall contain such particulars as may be 

prescribed. 

 
Grant of licence 8. (1) On receipt of an application for the grant of a licence under 

section 7, the licensing officer may, after holding such 

inquiry as he deems fit, grant a licence to the applicant 

having regard to the following factors, namely:-- 

 

(a) the experience of the applicant with respect to trade in 

antiquities; 

 

(b) the village, town or city where the applicant intends to 

carry on business; 

 

                                                 
1
 Substituted by the Antiquities and Art Treasures (Amendment) Act, 1976 (82 of 1976), Section 2 with 

retrospective effect from 4.06.1976. 
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(c) the number of persons already engaged in the business 

of selling, or offering for sale of, antiquities in the said 

village, town or city; and  

 

(d) such other factors as may be prescribed: 

 
31 of 1947  Provided that no licence shall be granted to the applicant if 

he is convicted of an offence punishable under the Antiquities 

(Export Control) Act, 1947 unless a period of ten years has 

elapsed since the date of the conviction. 

 
  (2) Every licence granted under this section shall be on payment 

of such fees as may be prescribed. 

 

(3) Every licence granted under this section shall be for such 

period, subject to such conditions and in such form and shall 

contain such particulars, as may be prescribed. 

 

(4) No application for the grant of a licence made under section 

7 shall be rejected unless the applicant has been given a 

reasonable opportunity of being heard in the matter. 

 
Renewal of licence 9. (1) A licence granted under section 8 may, on an application 

made by the licencee, be renewed by the licensing officer for 

such period and on payment on such fees as may be 

prescribed. 

 

(2) No application made under this section shall be rejected 

unless the applicant has been given a reasonable 

opportunity of being heard in the matter. 

 
Maintenance of 
records, 
photographs, and 
registers by 

licencees. 

10

. 

(1) Every holder of a licence granted under section 8 or renewed 

under section 9 shall maintain such records, photographs 

and registers, in such manner and containing such 

particulars, as may be prescribed. 

 

(2) Every record, photograph and register maintained under 

sub-section (1) shall, at all reasonable times, be open to 

inspection by the licensing officer or by any other gazetted 

officer of Government authorised in writing by the licensing 

officer in this behalf. 

 
Revocation, 
suspension and 

amendment of 
licences. 

11

. 

(1) If the licensing officer is satisfied either on a reference made 

to him in this behalf or otherwise that— 

 

(a) a licence granted under section 8 has been obtained by 

misrepresentation of an essential fact, or 

 

(b) the holder of a licence, has without reasonable cause, 

failed to comply with the conditions subject to which the 

licence has been granted or has contravened any of the 

provisions of this Act or the rules made thereunder. 

 

Then, without prejudice to any other penalty to which the holder 



 7 

of the licence may be liable under this Act, the licensing officer 

may after giving the holder of the licence an opportunity of 

showing cause, revoke or suspend the licence. 

 

(2) Subject to any rules that may be made in this behalf, the 

licensing officer may also vary or amend a licence granted 

under section 8. 

 
Persons whose 
licences have been 
revoked may sell 
antiquities to other 
licencees. 

12

. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in section 5, any person 

whose licence has been revoked under section 11 may, after 

making a declaration before the licensing officer, within such 

period, in such form and in such manner, as may be prescribed, 

of all the antiquities in his ownership, control or possession 

immediately before such revocation, sell such antiquities to any 

other person holding a valid licence under this Act: 

 

         Provided that no such antiquity shall be sold after the 

expiry of a period of six months from the date of revocation of 

the licence. 

 
Power to Central 
Government to carry 
on the business of 
selling antiquities to 
the exclusion of 
others. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 of 1897 

13

. 

(1) If the Central Government is of opinion that with a view to 

conserving antiquities or in the public interest it is necessary 

or expedient so to do, it may, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, declare that with effect on and from such date as 

may be specified in the notification, the Central Government 

or any authority or agency authorised by the Central 

Government in this behalf shall alone be entitled to carry on 

the business of selling or offering for sale of antiquities. 

 

(2) On the issue of a notification under sub-section (1),-- 

 

(a) it shall not be lawful for any person, authority or agency, 

other than the Central Government or any authority or 

agency authorised by the Central Government, to carry 

on the business of selling or offering for sale any 

antiquity on and from the date specified therein; 

 

(b) the provisions of this Act, in so far as they relate to the 

licensing of persons carrying on the business of selling or 

offering for sale of antiquities shall cease to have effect 

except as respects things done or omitted to be done 

before such cesser of operation and section 6 of the 

General Clauses Act, 1897 shall apply upon such cesser 

of operation as if those provisions had been repealed by 

a Central Act: 

 

Provided that every licence granted under section 8 and in force 

on the date aforesaid shall, notwithstanding that the period 

specified therein has not expired, cease to be in force. 

 

(3) Every person whose licence has ceased to be in force under 

the proviso to clause (b) of sub-section (2) shall, within such 

period, in such form and in such manner as may be 

prescribed, make a declaration before the licensing officer of 
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all the antiquities in his ownership, control or possession 

immediately before the date specified in the notification 

issued under sub-section (1). 

 
Registration of 
antiquities 

14

. 

(1) The Central Government may, from time to time, by 

notification in the Official Gazette, specify those antiquities 

which shall be registered under this Act. 

 

(2) In specifying the antiquities under sub-section (1), the 

Central Government shall have regard to the following 

factors, namely:.— 

 

(i)      The necessity for conserving the objects of    art; 

 

(ii) The need to preserve such objects within India for the 

better appreciation of the cultural heritage of India; 

 

(iii) Such other factors as will, or are likely to, contribute to 

the safeguarding of the cultural heritage of India. 

 
  (3) Every person who owns, controls or is in possession of any 

antiquity specified in the notification issued under sub-

section (1) shall register such antiquity before the 

registering officer— 

 

(a) in the case of a person who owns, controls or 

possesses such antiquity on the date of issue of such 

notification, within three months of such date; and 

 

(b) in the case of any other person, within fifteen days of 

the date on which he comes into ownership, control or 

possession of such antiquity, 

 

  and obtain a certificate in token of such registration. 

 
Appointment of 
registering officers. 

15

. 

The Central Government may, by notified order— 

 

(a) appoint such persons, as it thinks fit, to be registering 

officers for the purposes of this Act; and  

 

(b) define the limits of the area within which a registering 

officer shall exercise the powers conferred on registering 

officers by or under this Act. 

 

 
Application for 
registration and grant 
of certificate of 
registration. 

16

. 

(1) Every person required to register any antiquity before the 

registering officer under section 14 shall make an application 

to the registering officer for the grant of a certificate of 

registration. 

 

(2) Every application under sub-section (1) 1[shall, in the case of 

such antiquities or class of antiquities as the Central 

                                                 
1
 Substituted by Antiquities and Art Treasures (Amendment) Act 1976 (82 of 1976), Section 3, w.e.f. 4.06.1976. 
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Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 

specify, be accompanied] by such photographs of the 

antiquity which is to be registered and by such number of 

copies, not exceeding six, as may be prescribed and shall be 

made in such form and shall contain such particulars as may 

be prescribed. 

 

(3) On receipt of an application under sub-section (1), the 

registering officer may, after holding such inquiry as he 

deems fit grant a certificate of registration containing such 

particulars as may be prescribed. 

 

(4) No application made under this section shall be rejected 

unless the applicant has been given a reasonable 

opportunity of being heard in the matter. 

 
Transfer of 
ownership, etc., of 
antiquities to be 
intimated to the 
registering officer. 

17

. 

Whenever any person transfers the ownership, control or 

possession of any antiquity specified in any notification issued 

under sub-section (1) of section 14 such person shall intimate, 

within such period and in such form as may be prescribed, the 

fact of such transfer to the registering officer. 

 
Provisions of sections 
14, 16 and 17 not to 
apply in certain cases 

18

. 

Nothing in section 14 or section 16 or section 17 shall apply to 

any antiquity kept— 

 

(i)      in a museum; or 

 

(ii) in an office; or 

 

(iii) in an archive; or  

 

(iv) in an educational or cultural institution, 

 

owned, controlled or managed by the Government 1[or by any 

local authority or by any such body as the Central Government 

may, for reasons to be recorded in writing, approve for the 

purpose of this section by general or special order]. 

 
Power of Central 
Government to 
compulsorily acquire 
antiquities and art 
treasures. 

19

. 

(1) If the Central Government is of opinion that it is desirable to 

preserve any antiquity or art treasure in a public place, that 

Government may make an order for the compulsory 

acquisition of such antiquity or art treasure. 

 

(2) On the making of an order under sub-section (1) the 

Collector of the district in which such antiquity or art 

treasure is kept shall give notice to the owner thereof 

intimating him of the decision of the Central Government to 

acquire the same and it shall be lawful for the Collector to 

take possession of such antiquity or art treasure, for which 

purpose the Collector may use such force as may be 

necessary. 

 

                                                 
1
 Inserted by the Antiquities and Art Treasures (Amendment) Act 1976 (82 of 1976), Section 4 dated 4.06.1976. 
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(3) Where the owner of any antiquity or art treasure the 

possession of which has been taken over by the Collector 

under sub-section (2) objects to the taking over of such 

possession, he may, within a period of thirty days from the 

date on which such possession was taken over, make a 

representation to the Central Government putting forth his 

objections: 

 

           Provided that the Central Government may entertain the 

representation after the expiry of the said period of thirty days, 

if it is satisfied that the owner of such antiquity or art treasure 

was prevented by sufficient cause from making the 

representation in time. 

 

(4) On receipt of any representation under sub-section (3), the 

Central Government, after making such inquiry as it deems 

fit and after giving to the objector an opportunity of being 

heard in the matter shall, within a period of ninety days from 

the date of receipt of the representation, either rescind or 

confirm the order made by it under sub-section (1). 

 

(5) Where any order made by the Central Government under 

sub-section (1) is rescinded under sub-section (4) the 

antiquity or art treasure shall be returned to the owner 

thereof without delay and at the expense of the Central 

Government. 

 

(6) Where the order made by the Central Government under 

sub-section (1) is confirmed under sub-section (4) the 

antiquity or art treasure shall vest in the Central 

Government with effect from the date on which the 

possession thereof has been taken over by the Collector 

under sub-section (2). 

 

(7) The power of compulsory acquisition conferred by this 

section shall not extend to any object, being an antiquity or 

art treasure, used for bona fide religious observances. 

 

Explanation.—In this section, “public place” means any place 

which is open to the use of the public, whether on payment of 

fees or not, or whether it is actually used by the public or not. 

 
Payment of 
compensation for 
antiquities and art 
treasures 
compulsorily acquired 

under section 19. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20

. 

(1) Where any antiquity or art treasure is compulsorily acquired 

under section 19, there shall be paid compensation, the 

amount of which shall be determined in the manner and in 

accordance with the principles hereinafter set out, that is to 

say,— 

 

(a) where the amount of compensation can be fixed by 

agreement, it shall be paid in accordance with such 

agreement; 

 

(b) where no such agreement can be reached, the Central 

Government shall appoint as arbitrator a person who is, 
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10 of 1940 

or has been, or is qualified for appointment as, a Judge 

of a High Court; 

 

(c) the Central Government may, in any particular case, 

nominate a person having expert knowledge as to the 

nature of the antiquity or art treasure compulsorily 

acquired to assist the arbitrator and where such 

nomination is made, the person to be compensated may 

also nominate an assessor for the same purpose; 

 

(d) at the commencement of the proceedings before the 

arbitrator, the Central Government and the person to be 

compensated shall state what, in their respective opinion, 

is a fair amount of compensation; 

 

(e) the arbitrator shall, after hearing the dispute, make an 

award determining the amount of compensation which 

appears to him to be just and specifying the person or 

persons to whom such compensation shall be paid and in 

making the award he shall have regard to the 

circumstances of each case and the provisions of sub-

section (2); 

 

(f) where there is any dispute as to the person or persons 

who are entitled to the compensation, the arbitrator shall 

decide such dispute and if the arbitrator finds that more 

persons than one are entitled to compensation, he shall 

apportion the amount thereof amongst such persons; 

 

(g) nothing in the Arbitration Act, 1940 shall apply to the 

arbitration under this section. 

 
  (2) While determining the compensation under sub-section (1), 

the arbitrator shall have regard to the following factors, 

namely:— 

 

(i) the date or the period to which the antiquity or art 

treasure belongs; 

 

(ii) the artistic, aesthetic, historical, architectural, 

archaeological or anthropological importance of the 

antiquity or art treasure; 

 

(iii) the rarity of the antiquity or art treasure; 

 

(iv) such other matters as are relevant to the dispute. 

 
 
 
 
 
5 of 1908 

 (3) The arbitrator appointed under sub-section (1), while holding 

arbitration proceedings under this section, shall have all the 

powers of a Civil Court, while trying a suit, under the Code of 

Civil Procedure, 1908, in respect of the following matters, 

namely:-- 

 

(a) Summoning and enforcing the attendance of any 
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person and examining him on oath; 

 

(b) Requiring the discovery and production of any 

document; 

 

(c) Reception of evidence on affidavits; 

 

(d) Requisitioning any public record from any court or 

office; 

 

(e) Issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses. 

 
Appeals against 
decisions of licensing 
officers and 
registering officers 

21 (1) Any person aggrieved by a decision of a licensing officer under 

section 8 or section 9 or section 11 or by a decision of a 

registering officer under section 16 may, within thirty days 

from the date on which the decision is communicated to him, 

prefer an appeal to such authority as may be prescribed: 

 

         Provided that the appellate authority may entertain the 

appeal after the expiry of the said period of thirty days, if it is 

satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficient cause 

from filing the appeal in time. 

 
  (2) On receipt of an appeal under sub-section (1), the appellate 

authority shall, after giving the appellant an opportunity of 

being heard, pass such orders as it deems fit. 

 
Appeals against 
awards of arbitrators. 

22

. 

Any person aggrieved by an award of the arbitrator made 

under section 20 may, within thirty days from the date on 

which the award is communicated to him, prefer an appeal to 

the High Court within whose jurisdiction he resides: 

 

         Provided that the High Court may entertain the appeal 

after the expiry of the said period of thirty days if it is satisfied 

that the appellant was prevented by a sufficient cause from 

filing the appeal in time. 

 
Powers of entry, 
search, seizure, etc. 

23

. 

(1) Any person, being an officer of Government, authorised in 

this behalf by the Central Government, may, with a view to 

securing compliance with the provisions of this Act or to 

satisfying  himself that the provisions of this Act have been 

complied with— 

 

(i)  enter and search any place; 

 

(ii) seize any antiquity or art treasure in respect of which 

he suspects that any provision of this Act has been, is 

being, or is about to be, contravened and thereafter 

take all measures necessary for securing the production 

of the antiquity or art treasure so seized in a court and 

for its safe custody, pending such production. 

 
Power to determine 
whether or not an 
article, etc., is 

24

. 

If any question arises whether any article, object or thing or 

manuscript, record or other document is or is not an antiquity or 

is not an art treasure for the purposes of this Act, it shall be 
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antiquity or art 
treasure 

is not an art treasure for the purposes of this Act, it shall be 

referred to the Director-General, Archaeological Survey of India, 

or to an officer not below the rank of a Director in the 

Archaeological Survey of India authorised by the Director-

General, Archaeological Survey of India and the decision of the 

Director-General, Archaeological Survey of India or such officer, 

as the case may be, on such question shall be final. 

 
 
 
5 of 1898 

 (2) The Provisions of sections of 102 and 103 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure, 1898 (5 of 1898)1 relating to search 

and seizure shall, so far as may be, apply to searches and 

seizures under this section. 

 
Penalty 
 
 
 

 
52 of 1962 

25

. 

(1) If any person, himself or by any other person on his 

behalf, exports or attempts to export any antiquity or art 

treasure in contravention of section 3, he shall, without 

prejudice to any confiscation or penalty to which he may 

be liable under the provisions of the Customs Act, 1962 as 

applied by section 4, be punishable with imprisonment for 

a term which shall not be less than six months but which 

may extend to three years and with fine. 

 

(2) If any person contravenes the provisions of section 5 or 

section 12 or sub-section (2) or sub-section (3) of section 

13 or section 14 or section 17, he shall be punishable with 

imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months 

or with fine or with both and the antiquity in respect of 

which the offence has been committed shall be liable to 

confiscation. 

 

(3) If any person prevents any licensing officer from inspecting 

any record, photograph or register maintained under 

section 10 or prevents any officer authorised by the 

Central Government under sub-section (1) of section 23 

from entering into or searching any place under that sub-

section, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a 

term which may extend to six months, or with fine, or with 

both. 

 
Cognizance of 
offences 

26

. 

(1) No prosecution for an offence under sub-section (1) of 

section 25 shall be instituted except by or with the 

sanction of such officer of Government as may be 

prescribed in this behalf. 

 

(2) No court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable 

under sub-section (2) or sub-section (3) of section 25 

except upon complaint in writing made by an officer 

generally or specially authorised in this behalf by the 

Central Government. 

 

(3) No court inferior to that of a Presidency Magistrate or a 

Magistrate of the First Class shall try any offence 

                                                 
1
 See the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), Section 100. 
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punishable under this Act. 

 
Magistrate’s power to 
impose enhanced 
penalties  
 
5 of 1898 

27

. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in section 32 of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure, 18981, it shall be lawful for any 

Presidency Magistrate or any Magistrate of the First Class to 

pass any sentence under this Act in excess of his power under 

section 32 of the said Code. 

 
Offences by 
companies 

28

. 

(1) Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a 

company, every person who at the time the offence was 

committed was in charge of, or was responsible to, the 

company for the conduct of the business of the company, 

as well as the company, shall be deemed to be guilty of 

the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and 

punished accordingly: 

 

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall 

render any such person liable to any punishment under this Act 

if he proves that the offence was committed without his 

knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the 

commission of such offence. 

 
  (2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), 

where an offence under this Act has been committed with 

the consent or connivance of, or is attributable to, any 

neglect on the part of any director, manager, secretary or 

other officer of the company, such director, manager, 

secretary or other officer shall also be deemed to be guilty 

of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against 

and punished accordingly. 

 

Explanation.—For the purpose of this section.— 

 

(a) “company”  means any body corporate and includes a firm 

or other association of individuals; and 

 

(b) “director”, in relation to a firm, means a partner in the 

firm. 

 
Protection of action 
taken in good faith 

29

. 

No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against 

the Government or any officer of the Government for anything 

which is in good faith done or is intended to be done under this 

Act. 

 
Application of other 
laws not barred 
 
7 of 1904 
24 of 1958 

30

. 

The provisions of this Act shall be in addition to, and not in 

derogation of, the provisions of the Ancient Monuments 

Preservation Act, 1904 or the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 or any other law 

for the time being in force. 

 

                                                 
1
 Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (5 of 1898) and now the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), 

Section 100. 
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Power to make rules. 31

. 

(1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, make rules1 for the purpose of giving effect to the 

provisions of this Act. 

 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the 

foregoing power, such rules may provide for— 

 

(a) the authority for issue of permit under sub-section (2) 

of section 3; 

 

(b) the form in which an application for the grant of a 

licence may be made under sub-section (1) of section 7 

and the particulars which such application shall 

contain; 

 

(c) the factors to which regard may be had while granting 

a licence under sub-section(1) of section 8; 

 

(d) the fees on payment of which, the period for which, the 

conditions subject to which and the form in which a 

licence may be granted under sub-section (1) of section 

8 and the particulars which such licence shall contain; 

 

(e) the fees on payment of which and the period for which 

a licence may be renewed under sub-section (1) of 

section 9; 

 

(f) the records, photographs and registers which are to be 

maintained under section 10 and the manner in which 

such records, photographs and registers shall be 

maintained and the particulars which such records, 

photographs and registers shall contain; 

 

(g) the nature of the photographs of the antiquity and the 

number of copies thereof which shall accompany an 

application for the grant of a certificate of registration 

to be made under sub-section (1) of section 16 and the 

form in which such application may be made and the 

particulars which such application shall contain; 

 

(h) the particulars which a certificate of registration 

granted under sub-section (3) of section 16 shall 

contain; 

 

(i) the authority to which an appeal may be preferred 

under sub-section (1) of section 21; and  

 

(j) any other matter  which has to be or may be 

prescribed. 

 
  (3) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as 

                                                 
1
 Antiquities and Art Treasures Rules, 1973, GSR 405 (E) of 1973, dated 31.08.1973, Part II as amended by GSR 

564 (E) dated 30.11.1978. 
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may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament 

while it is in session for a total period of thirty days which 

may be comprised in one session or in two or more 

successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session 

immediately following the session or the successive 

sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any 

modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule 

should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect 

only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case 

may be; so, however, that any such modification or 

annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of 

anything previously done under that rule. 

 
Repeal 
 
3 of 1947 

32 1. The Antiquities (Export Control) Act, 1947is hereby repealed. 

 

2. For the removal of doubts it is hereby declared that every 

licence issued under section 3 of the Act repealed under sub-

section (1) and in force at the commencement of this Act 

shall, notwithstanding that the period specified therein has 

not expired, cease to be in force. 

 
Amendment of Act 24 
of 1958 

33

. 

In the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 

Remains Act 1958— 

 

(i)  in section 1, for sub-section (2), the following sub-section 

shall be substituted, namely— 

 

 “(2) It extends to the whole of India”; 

 

(ii) after section 2, the following section shall be inserted, 

namely:-- 

 

“2A.—Any reference in this Act to any law which is 

not in force in the State of Jammu and Kashmir shall, 

in relation to that State, be construed as a reference 

to the corresponding law, if any, in force in that 

State”; 

 

(iii) in section 23,— 

 

(a) in sub-section (2) and (4), for the words, “ compulsory 

purchase”, the words, “compulsory acquisition” shall be 

substituted; 

 

(b) in sub-section (3), for the words “ compulsory purchase 

of any such antiquities at their market value”, the words 

“compulsory acquisition of any such antiquities” shall be 

substituted; 

 

(iv) in section 26.— 

 

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words “compulsory purchase of 

such antiquity at its market value”, the words 

“compulsory acquisition of such antiquity” and for the 
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words, “to be purchased”, the words, “to be acquired” 

shall be substituted; 

 

(b) in sub-section (2) and (3) for the words ”compulsory 

purchase” the words, “compulsory acquisition” shall be 

substituted; 

 

(v) in section 28, for sub-section (2), the following sub-section 

shall be substituted, namely:— 

 

“(2)  For every antiquity in respect of which an order for 

compulsory acquisition has been made under sub-section (3) of 

section 23 or under sub-section (1) of section  26, there shall be 

paid compensation and the provisions of sections 20 and 22 of 

the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 shall, so far as may 

be, apply in relation to the determination and payment of such 

compensation as they apply in relation to the determination and 

payment of compensation for any antiquity or art treasure 

compulsorily acquired under section 19 of that Act” 
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Registered No. D. 221 

THE GAZETTE   OF INDIA 

 

EXTRAORDINARY 

PART II-SECTION 3 –SUB-SECTION (I) 

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY 

 

No. 212 New Delhi, Friday, August 31, 1973/Bhadra 9, 1895 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SOCIAL WELFARE 

(Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi, 31st August 1973) 

 

G.S.R. 405 (E). In exercise of the powers conferred by section 31 of the Antiquities 

and Art Treasure Act, 1972 (52 of 1972), the Central Government hereby makes the 

following rules, namely: 

 

1. SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT: (a) The rules may be called the 

Antiquities and Art Treasure Rules 1973. 

 

(b) They shall come into force in a State on the date on which the Act 

comes into force in that State. 

 

2. DEFINITION: (a) “Act” means the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972; 

 

(b) “Form” means a Form appended to these rules; 

 

(c) “Licencee” means a holder of a licence granted under the Act; 

 

(d) “Section” means a section of the Act. 

 
1[2A. Reference to committee of experts for report as to artistic and 

aesthetic value of any human work or art. 

 

 Were having regard to the nature and other matters pertaining to any human 

work of art which the Central Government proposes to declare to be an art 

treasure under clause (b) of Section 2 of the Act the Central Government 

considers it necessary so to do so, it may, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, constitute a committee consisting of not less than three persons 

having expert knowledge as to like works of art to consider and submit a 

report on the artistic and aesthetic value of the work of art so proposed to be 

declared. 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Vide by GSR 683(E), dated 6.12.1979 



2B.  Notice for ascertaining whether the author of a work of art is alive. 

 

(1) With a view to determining whether the author of any human work of art 

which the Central Government proposes to declare to be an art treasure 

under clause (b) of Section 2 of the Act is alive the Central Government may, 

by notification in the Official Gazette, give notice of its intention to make such 

declaration and require,— 

(a) That in case the author thereof is alive, he shall, within two months 

from the date of publication of the notification in the Official Gazette, 

communicating the fact and his address to the Central Government; 

 

(b) That any other person knowing such author to have been alive within 

thirty years, to make known to the Central Government 2[within two 

months from the date of the publication of the notification in the 

Official Gazette] the name of the author and the fact of the author 

being alive and his address or, as the case may be, the date on which 

the author was last seen alive, and the last known address of the 

author. 

 

(2) A copy of a notice pubished under sub-rule (1) may also be published in any 

Indian or Foreign newspaper or journal.] 

 

 

3. AUTHORITY COMPETENT TO ISSUE PERMITS UNDER SUB-SECTION (2) 

OF SECTION 3. 

 

The Director General shall be the authority competent to issue permit under 

Section 3 for the export of any antiquity or art treasure. 

 

EXPLANATION:  For the purpose of this rule, the expression “Director 

General” means the Director General, Archaeological Survey of India and 

includes an officer not below the rank of the Director, Archaeological Survey 

of India 3[duly authorized in this behalf by the Director General.] 

4. FORM OF APPLICATION FOR LICENCE TO CARRY ON BUSINESS OF 

SELLING ANTIQUITIES:  Every application for a licence to carry on the 

business of selling or offering to sell antiquities, shall be made in Form I and 

shall be accompanied with a challan of 4[rupees two thousand] in token of 

having paid the fee for the licence applied for. 

 

5. GRANT OF LICENCE UNDER SUB-SECTION (1) OF SECTION 8. 

 

(1) On receipt of an application for a licence to carry on 

the business of selling or offering to sell the antiquities, the licensing 

officer shall, in addition to considering the factors mentioned in clauses 

(a), (b) and (c) of sub-section (1) of section 8 consider the bona-fide 

                                                 
2
 Vide by GSR 815(E), dated 2.11.1983, published in Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3(i), 

dated 2.11.1983. 
3
 Vide by GSR 564 (E), dated 30.11.1978. 

4
 Vide by GSR 746 (E), dated 28.08.1992, w.e.f. 28.08.1992. 



intention of the applicant and if satisfied about such intention, may grant 

a licence to the applicant in Form II. 

 
5[(2)   Every licence granted under sub-rule (1), shall be valid for two years 

from the date of issue.  This period of two years may be extended by 

one year by the licensing officer, if application for such extension is 

received by him at least two months before the date of expiry and 6(the 

licensee (i) has been submitting all the prescribed returns; (ii)  has 

satisfactorily maintained all the prescribed records; and (iii)  continues 

to comply with all the conditions laid down for the grant of lincence)]: 

 

 7[Provided that an application for extension under this sub-rule may be 

entertained by the licensing officer even upto one month before the date 

of expiry if he is satisfied that the delay in applying in extension was due 

to circumstances beyond the control of the applicant] 

 

6. CONDITION OF LICENCE UNDER RULE 5:  Every licence granted under 

Rule 5 shall to subject to the following conditions, namely: 

 

 

 

(a) 

The licence shall not be transferable:  

  

Provided that where a licencee transfers his business to another person, 

the transferee may, on an application made in 8[Form I-A] be granted a 

fresh licence, without payment of a licence fee, for the unexpired period 

of the licence of the transferor, by the licensing officer, having regard to 

the factors mentioned in Rule 5: 

 
1[Provided further that in the case of the death of licencee, when the 

licencee is an individual, a fresh licence for the unexpired period of the 

licence can be granted in Form II-A, without payment of any fee, to the 

legal heir of the late licencee subject to the condition that an application 

in Form I-A is made by that heir to the licensing officer 9[within three 

months of the date of death of licensee], and the licensing officer is 

satisfied with the factors mentioned in Rule 5, in regard to the 

applicant];  

Note.—The grant of a fresh licence under the second proviso shall not 

be deemed to affect the rights of any other person over the business or 

business premises of the deceased licensee to which such other person 

may be lawfully entitled; 

10[(b)  No licencee shall enter into partnership, or if the licencee is already a 

partnership firm, into further partnership, in regard to the business 

covered by the licence: 

 

Provided that if the licencee wants to enter into partnership or further 

partnership, as the case may be, in regard to the business covered by 

                                                 
5
 Vide GSR 564 (E), dated 30.11.1978. 

6
 Vide GSR 56 (E), dated 10.02.1981. 

7
 Vide GSR 56 (E), dated 10.02.1981. 

8
 Vide GSR 564 (E), dated 30.11.1978. 

9
 Vide GSR 56 (E), dated 10.02.1981. 

10
 Vide GSR 564 (E), dated 30.11.1978. 



the licence, all the proposed partners including the one(s) may apply in 

Form I-A to the licensing officers and if the licensing officers is satisfied 

with all the facts mentioned in Rule 5 in regard to all the proposed 

partner(s) he may issue a fresh licence in Form-II A for the unexpired 

period of the licence without payment of any fee;] 

 

(c) Where a firm in respect of which a licence is granted is dissolved, every 

person who was a partner of that firm immediately before the dissolution 

shall, within ten days of such dissolution send to report thereof to the 

licensing officer. 

 

(d) Where a licencee carries on his business at more than one place, he 

shall obtain a separate licence for each place. 

 
3[(e) No licencee shall shift his business covered by the licence to new 

premises during the currency of the licence.  However, if he wants to do 

so, he may apply in Form IA to the licensing officer and if the licensing 

officer is satisfied with the fact mentioned in section 8 (b) of the said 

Act, in regard to the proposed premises, he may modify the licence 

accordingly.  The modified licence shall be valid in regard to the new 

premises only from the date of such modification;] 

 

(f) The licencee shall if so required by the licensing officer permit the 

licensing officer’s photographer to take photographs of antiquities in the 

possession of the licencee. 

 

(g) The licencee shall cause his licence to be prominently displayed at his 

licenced premises. 

 

(h) The licencee shall submit to the licensing officer in Form III, a monthly 

return of sales and acquisition of antiquities, within fifteen days of the 

expiry of the month to which the return relates and shall also, on 

demand, within such time as the licensing officer may specify, produce 

such records. 

 

(i) Where a licence is revoked or suspended under the Act, the licencee 

shall not be entitled to any compensation for such revocation or 

suspension, nor shall he be entitled to claim refund of any sum paid in 

respect of his licence. 

 
11[(j) In case of termination of a licence through expiry/ dissolution of 

partnership, the ex-holders of the licence shall be allowed to sell the 

antiquities in his/her/their possession on the date of termination to a 

licencee or recognized museum in India within six months of the date of 

termination of the licence provided the ex-holder of the licence has/have 

properly declared his/her/their stock in Form V as laid down in 

conditions (k) and (m). 

 

(k) Two months before the date of expiry of a licence, every licencee shall 

send to the licensing officer a declaration of stock in Form V and another 

                                                 
11
 Vide GSR 564 (E), dated 30.11.1978. 



declaration of stock in Form VI immediately after six months from the 

date of expiry.  

 

(l) In the case of revocation of a licence for non-compliance with any 

condition for the grant of a licence, an ex-licencee shall submit a 

declaration of stock in Form V to the licensing officer within fifteen days 

of revocation. 

 

(m) In the case of dissolution of a partnership firm, which holds a licence, 

every partner in the firm shall immediately on dissolution, jointly, or 

severally, send to the licensing officer a declaration of stock in Form V 

and another declaration of stock in Form VI immediately after six 

months from the date of dissolution; 

 

 

(n) 

 

A licencee who wants to surrender his licence shall apply in Form X to 

the licensing officer.  The application shall be accompanied by a 

declaration of stock in Form V.  If the licensing officer is satisfied that 

there has been compliance with all the conditions of the licence by the 

licencee, he may accept the surrender and the licence shall be deemed 

to have terminated form the date of such acceptance.  This shall not 

entitle the licencee to any compensation by way of refund of licence fee 

in any form. 

 

(o) The licencee who has surrendered his licence shall be allowed to sell the 

antiquities declared to another licencee or recognized museum in India 

up to six months from the date of acceptance of the surrender of his 

licence provided that on the expiry of such six months, he shall send to 

the licensing officer a declaration of stock in Form VI.] 

   

 

7. RENEWAL OF LICENCE UNDER SUB-SECTION (1) OF SECTION 9:  On an 

application made by the licencee for the renewal of the licence and on 

payment of a fee of 12[rupees one thousand], the licence may be renewed 
13[for a further period of two years at one time]: 

 
14[Provided that such application is received by the licensing officer at least 

two months before the date of expiry of the licence and is accompanied by a 

declaration of stock in Form VI.] 

8. MAINTENANCE OF RECORD, PHOTOGRAPHS AND REGISTER BY 

LICENCEE:  Every licencee shall maintain the following records namely: 

 

(a) a register of antiquities 15[* * * ] in Form IV separately for each category 

of antiquity for which he has been authorized to carry on business of 

selling or offering to sell; and 

 

                                                 
12
 Vide GSR 746 (E), dated 28.08.1992, w.e.f. 28.08.1992. 

13
 Vide GSR 564 (E), dated 30.11.1978, w.e.f. 30.11.1978. 

14
 Omitted by GSR (E), dated 30.11.1978. 

15
 Substituted by GSR (E), dated 30.11.1978. 



(b) photo albums separately for each category of antiquities having clear 

photograph in at least postcard size, pasted in the album, together with a 

loose photograph bearing the serial number of his register. 

 

9. FORM OF DECLARATION UNDER SECTION 12 AND RULES 6 AND 7 AND 

PERIOD WITHIN WHICH IT SHALL BE MADE:  Every person whose 

licence has been revoked under section 11 shall make before the licensing 

officer: 

 

(a) a declaration in Form V, within fifteen days from the revocation of his 

licence; and  

 

(b) a declaration in Form VI, immediately after a period of six months from 

the date of revocation of his licence. 

 

10. AMENDMENT OF LICENCE:  A licence may be waived or amended by the 

licensing officer suo moto or an application made in that behalf by the licence: 

 

Provided that no amendment or variation shall be made suo moto by the 

licensing officer unless the licencee has been given a reasonable opportunity 

of being heard in the matter. 

 

11. APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION UNDER SECTION 

16:   

 

(1) Every application for a certificate of registration under section 16 shall 

be made in Form VII to the registering officer having jurisdiction over 

the area in which the applicant resides. 

 

(2) Every such application shall be accompanied by 16[three copies of 

photographs in post card or quarter size] in sharp focus, of each 

antiquity in the applicant’s possession, and if so required by the 

registering officer, by an equal number of photographs of different sides, 

or facets of such antiquity. 

 

12. FORM OF CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION UNDER SECTION 16:  The 

certificate of registration under section 16 shall be granted in Form VIII. 

 

                                                 
16
 Vide GSR (E), dated 30.11.1978. 



13. TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP:  When any person transfers the ownership, 

control or possession of a registered antiquity to any other person, the 

transfer shall be intimated in Form IX by the transfer to the registering officer 

having jurisdiction over the area where the transferor resides and also to the 

registering officer having jurisdiction over the areas where the transferor 

resides. 

 

14. APPEAL AGAINST A DECISION OF THE LICENSING OFFICER OF 

REGISTERING OFFICER:  Any person aggrieved by a decision of  a licensing 

officer under section 8 or section 9 or section 11 or by a decision of a 

registering officer under section 16 may, within thirty days from the date on 

which the decision is communicated, prefer an appeal to the Director General, 

Archaeological Survey of India. 

 

  17[15. DIRECTOR GENERAL TO SANCTION PROSECUTION:  The Director 

General shall be the officer competent in terms of sub-section (1) of section 

26 of the Act, to institute, or to sanction institution of, prosecution for 

offences under sub-section (1) of section 25 of the Act. 

 

  Note.—The declaration in Form V and VI referred to in conditions (j) to 

(o) of rule 6 and sub-rule (b) of rule 9, shall be made either by registered post or 

in person.] 

                                                 
17
 Vide GSR (E), dated 30.11.1978 



  

THE ANTIQUITIES AND ART TREASURES RULES, 1973. 

 

FORM I 

 

APPLICATION FOR LICENCE TO CARRY ON BUSINESS OF SELLING OR 

OFFERING TO SELL ANTIQUITIES 

(See Rule 4) 

 

*   1 Name and address of applicant/s  

 

 

** 2 Name and address of firm including its 

branches or collaterals and other names 

(aliases) and addresses during the last 

10 years.  

 

 

3. Names and addresses of partners, if 

any, including adult members of the 

family having an interest in, or share in, 

the business. 

 

 

4. Addresses of showroom/sale premises 

 

 

5. Address of all godowns and depositaries 

including residential premises of the 

constituencies. 

 

 

6. The period for which the applicant has 

been in business giving the details of 

the experience. 

 

 

7. Whether the applicant/firm (including all 

constituents individually and jointly) 

was convicted of any offence punishable 

under the antiquities (antiquities, if so, 

details thereof may be stated. 

 

 

8. Whether the applicant/firm (including all 

constituents individually or jointly) is a  

subject of prosecution /investigations 

/inquiry regarding the 

infringement/inquiry regarding the 

infringement of the antiquities (export 

control) Act. 1947 or the thereof 

antiquities or art treasure.  

 

 

9. Whether all stock upto the date of 

application has been entered in the 

applicant’s register. 

 

 

10. The village, town or city, including 

district and State, where the applicant 

intends to carry on the business. 

 



 

 

11. Nature i.e. details of the varieties of 

antiquities in which the applicant wishes 

to deal in, such as stone sculptures, 

metal works, wood, works, coins, 

paintings, jewellery and the like. 

 

 

12. Category-wise list of all objects on hand 

claimed by the applicants to be 

antiquities including these, which have 

been registered with registering officer.  

 

 

13. Proof of deposition of licence fee, i.e. 

treasury challan of Rs. 100/- payable 

into the Account no. ………… bearing no. 

………. Dated ……………… to be attached. 

 

 

 
14.  I declare that the above information is correct and complete to the 

best of my knowledge and belief.  I/We also undertake to observe the 

previsions of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972, and the rules made 

there under.  I also enclose an attested** copy of the Income Tax Certificate 

for the preceding year (______________________________) and the 

Registration No. of the business establishment.  I also undertake to intimate 

any change of address or acquisition of new godown within a week*.  I also 

undertake to maintain such record, photographs and registers and furnish at 

my expense periodical returns with such particulars and photographs and 

register maintain in this connection for the inspection of the Licensing Officer, 

or any other gazetted officer of Government authorized in writing by the 

licensing officer in this behalf. 

 

Seal of the Organization 

Place         

      Name 

and Signature of the applicant 

 

Date: 

 

 

 

Notes:  

 

• Any change address has to be promptly (within a week shifting)  intimated 

to the licensing   officer.  

** To be attested by a gazette officer with seal of office.  



THE ANTIQUITIES AND ART TREASURES RULES, 1973 

 

FORM  - IA 

 

APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A FRESH LICENCE CARRYING ON BUSINESS 

OF SELLING OR OFFERING TO SEAL ANTIQUITIES IN LIEU OF ONE, THE 

HOLDER OF WHICH HAS DIED, OR THE HOLDER (S) OF WHICH HAS/HAVE 

TRANSFERRED HIS/THEIR BUSINESS TO OTHER (S) OR THE HOLDER (S) OF 

WHICH PROPOSE (S) TO ENTER INTO PARTNERSHIP/FURTHER 

PARTNERSHIP.  444 

 

(See rule 6) 

 

1. Name and address of applicants (s) 

 

 

2. Name and address of firm including its 

branches or collaterals and other name 

(aliases) and addresses during the last 10 

years. 

 

 

3. Name and addresses of partners, if any, 

including adult members of the family 

having an interest in or share in the 

business18 

 

 

4. Address of showroom/ sale premises. 

 

 

5. Address of all godowns and repositories 

including residential premises of the 

constituents.  

 

 

6. The period for which the applicant has been 

in business giving the details of the 

experience. 

 

 

7. Whether the applicant/firm (including all 

constituents individually and jointly) was 

convicted of any offence punishable under 

the antiquities (antiquities, if so, details 

thereof may be stated. 

 

 

8. Whether the applicant/firm (including all 

constituents individually or jointly) is a  

subject of prosecution/investigations/ 

inquiry regarding the infringement/ inquiry 

regarding the infringement of the 

antiquities (export control) Act. 1947 or the 

thereof antiquities or art treasure.  

 

 

9. Whether all stock upto the date of  

                                                 
18  In case this application is in consequence of proposed entry into, or proposed enlargement of the existing partnership the 
required details should be applied separately for the existing holders and the proposed partners. 



application has been entered in the 

applicant’s register. 

 

10. The village, town or city, including district 

and State, where the applicant intends to 

carry on the business. 

 

 

11. Nature i.e. details of the varieties of 

antiquities in which the applicant wishes to 

deal in, such as stone sculptures, metal 

works, wood, works, coins, paintings, 

jewellery and the like. 

 

 

12. Category-wise list of all objects on hand 

claimed by the applicants to be antiquities 

including these, which have been registered 

with registering officer.  

 

 

13. Particulars of the licence in lieu of which a 

fresh licence is need. 

 

 

  

a)  No, 

 

b)  Date 

 

c)  Name(s)  of the licences  

 

d) Period with dates for which issued/ 

renewed. 

 

 

14. The circumstances in consequence of which 

this application has been made. 

 

(Death of the licences/transfer of 

business/entry into partnership/ 

enlargement of the existing partnership) 

Proof must be furnished.  

 

 

 
I / We declare that the above information is correct and complete to the best 

of my knowledge and belief.  I / We also undertake to observe the previsions of the 

Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972, and the rules made there under.  I also 

enclose an attested** copy of the Income Tax Certificate for the preceding year 

(______________________________) and the Registration No. of the business 

establishment.  I also undertake to intimate any change of address or acquisition of 

new godown within a week*.  I also undertake to maintain such record, photographs 

and registers and furnish at my expense periodical returns with such particulars and 

photographs and register maintain in this connection for the inspection of the 



Licensing Officer, or any other gazetted officer of Government authorized in writing 

by the licensing officer in this behalf. 

 

 

Seal of the Organization 

Name and Signature of 

the applicant 

Place        

Date: 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

• Any change address has to be promptly (within a week shifting) intimated to the  

licensing   officer.  

 

**  To be attested by a gazette officer with seal of office.  



 

THE ANTIQUITIES AND ART TREASURE RULES, 1973 

 

FORM II 

 

 

Licence No. 

Date of Issue. 

 

LICENCE FOR CARRYING ON THE BUSINESS OF SELLING OF SELLING OR 

OFFERING TO SELL ANTIQUITIES 

 

See rule 5 (1) 

Not transferable 

 
Whereas ……………………………. (son of) …………………………………….. of (address) has 

applied for a licence for carrying on business or selling or offering to sell antiquities 

and undertaken to observe the previsions of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 

1972 and the rules made there under has  further deposited the sum or Rs. 100/- 

(Rupees one hundred) only as required by the rules. 

 

I ………………………………………. Licensing officer, do hereby grant this licence 

under sub-rule (1) or rule 5 of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Rules, 1973 …………… 

for the period of …………………………… years effect from ……………………..  

 

The licence is granted subject to the provisions of the said Act, and rules and 

in further subject to the following conditions:-  

 

(1) Accordingly licences will deal only in the following categories of antiquities.   

 

The area when the business will be carried on will be ……………………  

 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Seal of the Office   

  

Signature 

 

Place Name  

Date 

Licensing Officer 

Designation 
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19[FORM-II A 

(See Rule 6) 

 

LICENCE NO. 

Date of Issue 

 

Licence for carrying on the business of selling or offering to sell antiquities, in 

lieu of one the holder of which had died or the holder (s) of which has/have 

transferred propose(s) or the holder(s) to enter into partnership/further partnership. 

 

Whereas the holder(s) of licence no. ___________________ dated veiled 

from ___________ to _____________ has /have transferred his/her/their business 

to other/ propose(s) to enter into partnership/further partnership. 

And whereas the heir/transferee proposed partners whose particulars are given 

below, has/have applied for the issue of a fresh licence in lieu of the licence aforesaid 

for the un-expired period of the licence aforesaid.   

 

Name  : 

Father’s Name: 

Address : 

 

And whereas the applicants aforesaid has undertaken to observed the 

previsions of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 and the rules made there 

under, as amended from time to time. 

 

I, ……………………………… licensing officer do hereby grant this licence under sub-

rule (1) of rule (5) of the Antiquities and Art Treasure Rules, 1973 

……..…………………….. for the period with effect from …………………………… 

 

The licence is granted subject to the provisions of the said Act, and rules and 

in further subject to the following conditions:- 

 

(1) The licence will deal only in the following categories of antiquities.  The area 

where the business will be carried on will be …………………….. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Seal of the Office   

  
Signature 

 

Place Name  

Date 

Licensing Officer 

Designation] 
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THE ANTIQUITIES AND ART TREASURE RULES, 1973 

 

FORM-III 

  

Name of the firm (Licensee)_______________________________ 

 

 

 

MONTHLY RETURN OF SALES OR ACQUISITION OF ANTIQUITIES 

 

(See rule 6(h)) 

For the month of __________________ 

 

 

1.   Serial Number 

(in the register) 

 

2.  (Description of object 

with a photograph  

 

3.   Address of person from 

to whom sold        whom acquired 

 

 

Seal of Organisation     ** Signature of licencee 

 

 

Date 

Place 

 

 

Notes: 

1. The nationality of foreigners to whom an antiquity is sold together with 

their addresses in India and at home and passport number should be 

recorded. 

 

** In the case of a firm, the signature of the head of the organization. 

 



THE ANTIQUITIES AND ART TREASURES RULES 1973 

 

FROM IV 

REGISTER OF ANTIQUITIES 

(See rules 8(a)) 

 

Antiquities such as stone sculptures / terracottas /metal /objects /objects of bone 

and ivory / jewellery / woodwork / seals /medals / coins / paintings / manuscripts 

and textiles. 

 

 

1 

S. No. 

2 

Identification of 

objects and 

description 

3 

Material 

4 

Size 

5 

Approximate 

Age 

 

 

 

6 

Date of 

Acquisition 

7 

Source of acquisition including 

the name of the person/firm 

from Whom acquired with 

address 

8 

Mode of acquisition  

 

 

9 

Price paid 

acquisition 

10 

Registration No. 

11 

Date of registration if 

registered 

 

 

12 

Date of sale, if any 

13 

Name and address of person or 

firm to whom sold 

14 

Place where object is kept 

 

 

 

15 

Reference to photo 

album no. 

16 

Photo No. and page 

17 

Photographs in 6x6 cm. size 

 

(To be pasted in the register) 

In the cast of a foreigner, his addresses in India and at home and 

passport number should also be recorded. 



 
20[Form V 

 

Declaration of stock (See conditions under rule 6(j), (k), (i), (m), (n) rule 7 (ii) and 

rule 9(a). 

 

PARTICULARS OF OBJECTS (CATEGORY-WISE) 

 

1 

S. No. 

in the 

register 

2 

Identification and 

description of the 

object 

(registered or 

unregistered) 

3 

Material 

4 

Size 

5 

Approxi-

mate 

Age 

6 

Date of 

registration 

if registered 

7 

Registration 

 

 

I / We declare our stock of antiquities as here above on the date of the 

declaration. 

 

Seal of Organization Signature of the Licensee 

Place Name of the firm 

Date Licence number………..] 
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21[FORM VI 

 

[Declaration of stock {See conditions under rule 6(k), (m), (o) and 

9(b)}] 

 

 

Particulars of objects sold out of the stock declared on ______________ 

 

1 

S.No. 

in the 

register 

 

2 

Description of 

the objects 

with 

photographs 

3 

Name and 

address of 

the licence/ 

licencee 

firms to 

whom sold 

4 

Date of 

sale 

5 

Price at 

which 

sold 

6 

Approximate 

Age 

7 

Balance 

with details 

(registration 

no. etc.)  on 

the object in 

hand 

 

 

      

 

I / We hereby declare the stock of antiquities as here above held by me/us on the 

date of making this declaration.  

 

Seal of Organization Signature of the Licencee 

Place Name of the firm 

Date Licence number…………] 
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Form VII 

 

Licence No 

 

Application for registration of antiquities 

(See rule 11) 

 

 

1. Name of applicant (person or firm) 

 

 

2. Address of applicant (person or firm) 

 

 

3. Identification and description of object with 
22[three copies of photographs in post card or 

quarter size.] 

 

 

4. Material 

 

 

5. Size 

 

 

6. Approximate date 

 

 

7. Source of acquisition 

 

 

8. Where the applicant has come into ownership, 

control or possession of any antiquity which is 

already registered under the Act, registration 

number of such antiquity and the  name of the 

registering officer, who had registered it. 

 

 

9. Date of acquisition 

 

 

10. Mode of acquisition 

 

 

11. Price paid, if any 

 

 

12. (a)  Present location and (b) condition of 

preservation and security 

 

 

13. If the antiquity is already registered under the 

Act, whether its registration certificate has 

been attached 

 

 

 

 

I declare that the above information is correct and complete to the best of my 

knowledge and belief.  I also undertake to observe the provisions of the Antiquities 

and Art Treasures Act, 1972, and the rules made thereunder. 
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Seal of the Organisation 

 

Place…………………….. 

 

………………………………….. 

Signature 

Date……………………… 

 

……………………………. 

Name of the applicant 

----------------- 

1. If the application is on behalf of an organisation, the name thereof should be 

given 

2. If the application is on behalf of an organisation, the signature should be that 

of the head of that .organisation. 

 

 



Form VIII 

 

Certificate of registration of antiquities 

(See rule 12) 

 

Whereas …………………………………resident of …………………….. has applied for 

registration of the antiquity / antiquities mentioned below, and has undertaken to 

observe the provision of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972, and the rules 

made thereunder. 

 

 

(Place) 

 

I, ………………………………. Registering officer ………………….. do hereby grant this 

certificate under Section 16 of the said Act to the said …………… for the object 

described below together with ………….. authenticated photographs. 

 

1. Name of objects 

2. Material 

3. Size (height and width) 

4. Approximate date 

5. Location 

 

 This certificate is granted to subject to the provisions of the said Act and the 

rules made thereunder and is further subject to the condition that in the event of 

change of location of the antiquity from area of registration to another or its sale, the 

fact must be communicated by the owner to the registering officer, with the name 

and address of the person / firm, etc., whom / which it was sold or gifted. 

 

 

Seal of the office 

 

Place…………………….. 

 

………………………………….. 

Signature 

 

Date……………………… 

 

……………………………. 

Name of registering officer 

 

Designation 

 

 



23[Form IX 

 

Transfer of ownership 

(See rule 13) 

 

 

N.B. 

1. This form must be completed (in triplicate) simultaneously with the transfer of 

ownership. 

2. One copy shall be sent to registering officer concerned and the other two to 

the Director-General, Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi, by registered 

post so as to reach then within ten days of transfer. 

3. In case the object is an unregistered antiquity, each copy of this form shall be 

accompanied by a photograph (in sharp focus) of the object in post-card or 

quarter-size.  If the sides of the object are decorated differently than the front, 

then photographs, as stated above, shall be sent in respect of each such side 

also in addition to the front side. 

4. The responsibility of the above formalities rests with the seller / giver, if the 

object has been sold, gifted or donated; otherwise with the new owner of the 

object. 

 

Section A (to be completed by the seller / giver) 

 

1. Name of owner 

2. Address of owner 

3. Licence No. 

4. 24Serial No. in register 

5. 2Serial No. in Album 

6. Name / Subject of object 

7. Nature (e.g. sculpture, painting, manuscript, coins, etc.) 

8. Whether it is registered? 

i. Name and Station of registering officer 

ii. Registration No. 

9. Material 

10. Size 

11. Price offered 

 

Place…………………….. 

 

………………………………….. 

Signature 

Date……………………… 

 

……………………………. 

Name (in block letters) 

as signed and Seal 
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Section B (to be completed by the new owner) 

 

1. Name 

2. Complete address 

i. Present 

ii. Permanent 

3. Mode of acquisition  

(e.g. purchase, gift, inheritance, donation, etc.) 

4. Present location of object 

5. Safeguards for preservation and security of the object 

6. Nationality 

7. Passport No. 

8. Duration of stay in India 

9. Purpose of visit 

 

I hereby declare that the information given by my is correct and complete to the best 

of my knowledge and belief.  I undertake to observe the provisions of the Antiquities 

and Art Treasures Act, 1971, and the rules made thereunder as in force from time to 

time. 

 

I am aware that the object now acquired by me is an antiquity, that it cannot be 

taken or sent out of the territorial limits of India except on the authority of a permit 

issued by Director-General, Archaeological Survey of India and that any attempt to 

take or send out of India without such a valid permit is punishable under the law. 

 

Place…………………….. 

 

………………………………….. 

Signature 

 

Date……………………… 

 

……………………………. 

Name (in capital letters) 

as signed 

 

 



 
25[Form X 

 

Application for surrender of a licence for carrying 

on the business of selling or offering to sell 

antiquities 

[See rule 6(n)] 

 
1. Name of the applicant 

2. Present address of the applicant 

3. Particulars of the licence to be surrendered: 

a. Number 

b. Date 

c. Name of the holder 

d. Period with dates of validity 

4. Reason for surrendering the licence. 

 

 I / We hereby declare my / out intention of surrendering the licence aforesaid, 

of which I / We am / are holder(s) and am / are aware that on the acceptance of this 

surrender, I / We will not be entitled to any compensation by way of refund of 

licence fee or in any other form. 

 

 8I / We hereby attach a declaration in Form V of the stock of antiquities held 

by me / us on the date of the declaration and hereby undertake to submit another 

declaration of Form VI immediately six months after the date of acceptance of this 

surrender. 

 

Place…………………….. 

 

………………………………….. 

Signature 

 

Date……………………… 

 

……………………………. 

Name of the applicant 

No. of licence………………… 

Seal of the firm.] 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
25
 Inserted by GSR 564 (E), dated 30.11.1978, w.e.f. 30.11.1978 



 

Various notifications under the various provisions of the Antiquities and Art 

Treasures Act, 1972 and Rules, 1973 

 

GSR 279(E), dated 5.4.197626 -In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section 

(3) of Section 1 of the Antiquities and Art Treasurers Act, 1972 (52 of 1972), the 

Central Government hereby appoints the date of publication of this notification in the 

Official Gazette as the date on which the said Act shall come into force in the whole 

of India (except the State of Sikkim). 

 

 

GSR 280(E), dated 5.4.19761 -In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section 

(1) of Section 14 of the Antiquities and Art Treasurers Act, 1972 (52 of 1972), the 

Central Government hereby specifies the antiquities mentioned in the schedule given 

below as the antiquities which shall be registered under the said Act. 

 

The Schedule 

 

(1) The following antiquities which have been in existence for not less than one 

hundred years, namely: 

 

(i) Sculpture in all media, that is to say, stone, terracotta, metals, ivory, wood 

and the like; 

(i) Painting (including miniatures and tanks) in all media, that is to say, 

paper, wood, cloth, silk and the like; 

(ii) Coins; 

(iii) Arms, armour, medals, furniture, textiles and jewellery of historical 

interest. 

 

(2) Manuscripts, which are of scientific, historical, literary or aesthetic value and 

which have been in existence for not less than seventy-five years, in all media, that 

is to say, paper, palm leaf and the like. 

 

GSR 281(E), dated 5.4.19761 -In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 6 of 

the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 (52 of 1972), the Central Government 

hereby appoints the persons, specified in column 2 of the Table given below, being 

Gazetted Officers of Government to be licensing officers for the purposes of the said 

Act, who shall exercise the powers conferred on licensing officers by or under the 

said Act within the limits of the area specified in the corresponding entry in column 3 

of the said table. 

 

S.0. 448(E), dated 2.7.1976 as amended by 8.0. 397(E), dated 15.5.198027.-

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (I) of Section 14 of Antiquities 

and Art Treasures Act, 1972 (52 of 1972), and in supersession of the notification of 

Government of India in the Ministry of Education and Social Welfare (Archaeological 

Survey of India) No. GSR 280(E), dated 15th April, 1976, the Central Government 

hereby specifies the antiquities mentioned in the Schedule annexed hereto as the 

antiquities which shall be registered under the said Act: 

 

Provided that notwithstanding the supersession of the notification aforesaid, - 
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a. all antiquities specified in the schedule annexed to the said notification 

and registered under the said Act before the date of publication of this 

notification shall be deemed to be validly registered under the said Act;  

b. all applications for the registration of the antiquities specified in the 

Schedule annexed to the said notification shall be deemed to have been 

validly made and shall be dealt with as if the said notification had not 

been superseded. 

 

The Schedule 

The following antiquities which have been in existence for not less than one hundred 

years, namely: 

(i) Sculptures in stone, terracotta, metals, ivory and bone; 

(ii) Paintings (including miniatures and tanks) in all media, that is to say, 

paper, wood, cloth, silk and the like; 

(iii) Manuscripts, where such manuscripts contain paintings, illustrations or 

illuminations; 

(iv) Sculptured figures in wood (both in relief and round). 

 

G.8.R. 904(E), dated 1st December, 197628 -In exercise of the powers conferred 

by clause (b) of sub-section (1) of Section 2 of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 

1972 (52 of 1972), the Central Government hereby declares the following human 

works of art, not being antiquities, to be 'art treasures' for the purposes of the said 

Act, having regard to their artistic and aesthetic yalue, namely :- 

 

Paintings (including drawing, sketches, diagrams and the like) and objects of plastic 

art by 

 

1. Rabindranath Tagore; 

2. Amrita Sher-Gil; 

3. Jamini Roy; and 

4. Nandalal Bose. 

 

GSR 477(E), dated 10th August, 197929 -In exercise of the powers conferred by 

clause (b) of sub-section (i) of section 2 of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 

1972 (52 of 1972), the Central Government hereby declares the following human 

works of art, not being antiquities, to be art treasures for the purposes of the said 

Act having regard to their artistic and aesthetic value, namely :- 

 

Paintings (including drawing, sketches, diagrams and the like) and objects of plastic 

art by 

 

1. Ravi Verma; 

2. Gaganendra Nath Tagore ; 

3. Abanindra Nath Tagore ; 

4. Sailoz Mooker:jee ; 

5. N. Roerich. 
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List of Licensing Officers of Archaeological Survey of India 

with Designation, Address and Limits of Area 

 

S.O. 1789, dated 23rd June, 199830- In exercise of the powers conferred by 

section 6 of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 (52 of 1972) hereinafter 

referred to as the said Act and in supersession of the notification of the Department 

of Culture, (Archaeological Survey of India) No. GSR 211(E), dated the 18th April, 

1980, the Central Government hereby appoints the persons specified in column 2 of 

the table given below, being Gazetted Officers of the Central Government, to be 

licensing officers for the purposes of the said Act, who shall exercise the powers 

conferred on licensing officers by or under the said Act within the jurisdiction 

specified in the corresponding entry in column 3 of the table namely: 

 

 

Superintending Archaeologist, 

Archaeological Survey of India  

Agra Circle,  

22, The Mall Road  

Agra-282001 (Uttar Pradesh). 

Aligarh, Almora, Badaun, Bareilly, Bijnor, 

Bulandshahar, Chamoli, Dehradun, Etah, 

Etawah, Farrukhabad, Firozabad, 

Ghaziabad, Haridwar, Mahamayanagar, 

Mainpuri, Mathura, Meerut, Muradabad, 

Muzzaffarnagar, Nainital, Pauri Garhwal, 

Pilibhit, Pithorgarh, Rampur, Saharanpur, 

Shahjahanpur, Tehri Garhwal, Udham 

Singh Nagar and Uttar Kashi districts of 

Uttar Pradesh. 

 

Superintending Archaeologist,  

Archaeological Survey of India,  

Bangalore Circle, 5th Floor,  

"F' Wing, Kendriya Sadan,  

17th Main Road  

Koramangala, Bangalore-560034 

(Karnataka) 

 

Urban and Rural, Bellary, Chamaraja 

Nagar, Chikmangalur, Chitradurga, 

Dakshina Kannada, Davanagere, Hassan, 

Kolar, Mandya, Mysore, Shimoga, Tumkur 

and Udipi districts of Karnataka. 

 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Bhopal Circle, II Floor, B-Block,  

G.T.B. Complex, T.T. Nagar,  

Bhopal-462003  (Madhya Pradesh) 

Balaghat, Betul, Bhind, Bhopal, 

Chhatarpur, Chhindwara, Damoh Datia, 

Dewas, Dhar, Guna, Gwalior, 

Hoshangabad, Indore, Jabalpur, Jhabua, 

Khandwa (Nimar East), Khargone (Nimar 

West), Mandla, Mandsaur, Morena, 

Narsingpur, Panna, Raisen, Rajgarh, 

Ratlam, Rewa, Sagar, Satna, Sehore, 

Seoni, Shahdol, Shajapur, Shivapuri, 

Sidhi, Tikamgarh, Ujjain and Vidisha 

districts of Madhya Pradesh. 

 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India,  

Bhubaneswar Circle, Old Town  

Bhubaneswar-751002 (Orissa). 

Angul, Balangir, Baleswar, Baragarh,  

Baudh, Bhadrak, Cuttack, Deogarh, 

Dhenkanal, Gajapati, Ganjam, 

Jagatsinghpur Jajpur, Jharsuguda, 

Kalahandi, Kendrapada, Keonjhar, 

Khurda, Koraput, Malkangiri, Mayurbhanj, 
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Nabarangpur, Naupada, Nayagarh, 

Phulbani, Puri, Raygarh, Sonpur and 

Sundergarh, districts of Orissa;  

 

and  

 

Bastar, Bilaspur, Durg, Raigarh, Raipur, 

Rajnandgaon, and Sarguja districts of 

Madhya Pradesh. 

 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Calcutta Circle, Multi Storeyed Office 

Building,  

(4th Floor), Block DF, Salt lake City,  

Calcutta-700064 (West Bengal) 

Bankura, Birbhum, Burdwan, Calcutta, 

Cooch Behar, Darjeeling, Hooghly, 

Howrah, Jalpaiguri, Maida, Midnapore, 

North Dinajpur, North 24 Parganas, 

Purulia, South Dinajpur, South 24  

Parganas and Murshidabad districts of 

West Bengal;  

 

Sikkim; and Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands. 

 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Chandigarh Circle,  

S.C.O. 2909-10 Sector 22-C, 

Chandigarh-160022 

Ambala, Bhiwani, Faridabad, Fatehabad, 

Gurgaon, Hissar, Jhhajhar, Jind, Kaithal, 

Karnal, Kurukshetra, Mahenderagarh, 

Panchkula, Panipat, 

Rewari, Rohtak, Sirsa, Sonepat and 

Yamuna Nagar, districts of Haryana ; 

 

Amritsar, Bhatinda, Faridkot, Ferozpur, 

Fatehgarh, Sahib, Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur, 

Jalandhar, Kapurthala, Ludhiana, Mansa, 

Moga, Muktsar, Newanshahar, Patiala, 

Rupnagar, and Sangrur, districts of 

Punjab;  

 

Bialspur, Chamba; Hamirpur, Kangra, 

Kinnaur, Kullu, lahaul and Spiti, Mandi, 

Shimla, Sirmaur, Solan and Unna districts 

of Himachal Pradesh;  

 

and Chandigarh Union Territory. 

 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Chennai Circle, Fort St. George  

Chennai-600009 (Tamil Nadu) 

Coimbatore, Guddalore, Dharampuri, 

Dindigul, Erode, Kanchipuram, Karur, 

Madurai, Nagapattinum, Namakkal, 

Pudukkottai, Perambalur, 

Ramanathapuram, Salem, Sivagangai, 

Thanjavur, Theni, Thiruannamalai, 

Thiruvarur, Thiruvallur, Tuticorin, Tiruchi, 

Vellore, Virudunagar and Villupuram 

districts of Tamil Nadu  

 

Pondicherry and Karaikkal Range of Union 



Territory of Pondicherry. 

 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Dharwad Circle, 8th Cross 

17th Ward, Kalyan Nagar, Karnataka. 

Dharwad-580007  (Karnataka) 

 

Belgaum, Bidar, Bijapur, Dharwad, 

Godag, Gulbarga, Haveri, Koppal, Raichur 

and Uttara Kannada districts of Karnataka 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Guwahati Circle Ananda Nagar,  

Dispur Guwahati-781005 (Assam). 

 

Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, 

Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and 

Tripura states. 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Hyderabad Circle, Kendriya Sadan,  

Ill Floor, II Block, Sultan Bazar  

Hyderabad-51 0195 (Andhra Pradesh) 

Adilabad, Anantapur, Chittoor, Cuddapah, 

East Godavari, Kakinada, Guntur, 

Hyderabad, Karim Nagar,  Khammam, 

Krishna, Machilipatnam, Kurnool, 

Mahabub Nagar, Medak, (Sanga Reddy 

H.Q.), Nalgonda, Nellore, Nizamabad, 

Prakasam, Ranga Reddy (Hyderabad H. 

Q.), Srikakulam, Vijaya Nagaram, 

Visakhapatnam, Warangal and West 

Godavari (Eluru H. Q.) districts of Andhra 

Pradesh. 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Jaipur Circle, Sector -7,  

Flat No. 70/133-140,  

Patel Marg Mansrovar, Jaipur-302020 

(Rajasthan) 

Ajmer,Alwar, Banswara, Baran, Bermer, 

Bharatpur, Bhilwara, Bikaner, Bundi, 

Chittorgarh, Churu, Dausa, Dholpur, 

Dungarpur, Ganganagar,  Hanumangarh, 

Jaipur, Jaisalmer, Jalor, Jhalwar, 

Jhunujhunu, Jodhpur, Karauli, Kota, 

Nagaur, Pali, Rajsamand, Sawai 

Madhopur, Sikar, Sirohi, Tonk and 

Udaipur, districts of Rajasthan. 

 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India Lucknow 

Circle, Baillie Guard Cottage, P.O. 

Golaganj Lucknow-226018 (Uttar 

Pradesh). 

Allahabad, Ambedkarnagar, Balrampur, 

Bahraich, Banda, Barabanki, Basti, 

Faizabad, Fatehpur, Gonda, Hamirpur, 

Hardoi, Jalon, Jhansi, Kabir Nagar, 

Kanpur City, Kanpur Dehat, Kaushambi, 

Lakhimpur, Lalitpur, Lucknow, Maharaj  

Kshatrapati Sahu, Mahoa, Pratapgarh, 

Ralbarelli, Siddarth Nagar, Sitapur, 

Sravasti Nagar, Sultanpur and Unnao, 

districts of Uttar Pradesh. 

 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Sion Fort, Sion Mumbai-400022 

(Maharashtra). 

Ahmedanagar, Akola, Amaravati, 

Aruangabad, Beed, Bhandara, Buldhana, 

Chandrapur, Dhule, Gadchiroli, Jalgaon, 

Jalna, Kolhapur, Latur, Mumbai, Nanded, 

Nagpur, Nasik, Osmanabad, rune, 

Raigarh, Ratnagir, Sangli, Satara, 

Solapur, Thane, Wardha and Yeotmal, 

districts of Maharashtra and Goa. 



 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India, 

Delhi Circle, Safdarjung Tomb, 

New Delhi-11 0003.  

 

The National Capital Territory of Delhi 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India.  

Patna Circle 

Graham’s  House, J.C. Road 

Anta Ghat, Patna 800001 (Bihar). 

Araria, Aurangabad, Begusarai, 

Bhagalpur, Bhojpur, Bokaro, Buxar, 

Champaran (East), Champaran (West), 

Chatra, Darbhanga, Deoghar, Dhanbad, 

Garhwa, Gaya, Giridih, Godde, Gopalganj, 

Gumla, Hazaribagh, Jahanabad, Jamui, 

Kaimur, Katihar, Khagaria, Kishanganj, 

Lohardaga, Madhepura, Madhubani, 

Munger, Muzaffarpur, Nalanda, Nawada, 

Palamu, Patna, Purnia, Ranchi, Rohtas, 

Saharoa, Sahibaganj, Samastipur, 

Santhal Pargans, Saran, Singhbhum 

(West), Singhbhum (East), Sitamarhi, 

Siwan Supaul and Vaishali, districts of 

Bihar; 

 

and Azamgarh, Ballia, Bhadohi, 

Chandauli, Deoria, Gorakhpur, Ghajipur, 

Jaunpur, Maharajganj, Mirzapur, 

Padrauna, Sonbhadra and Varanasi, 

districts of Uttar Pradesh. 

 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Srinagar Circle,  

Camp: Jammu, 141 A / D, Green Belt 

Park 

Gandhi Nagar, Jammu 180004 (Jammu 

& Kashmir). 

 

 

Anantnag, Badgam, Baramulla, Kupwara, 

Pulwama and Srinagar districts of 

Kashmir Valley; Leh and Kargil districts of 

Ladakh and Doda, Qthua, Punch, Rajouri 

and Udhampur districts of Jammu. 

 

 

 

Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Thrissur Circle 

Puratattva Bhawan, KSHB flats, ff19(a) 

Block no. 3, Pullazhy Housing Scheme, 

Pullazhy 

Thrissur 680612 (Kerala) 

Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Idukki, Kannur 

Kasargode, Kollam, Kottayam, 

Kozhigode, Malappuram, Palakkad, 

Pathanamthitta, Thiruvanathapuram, 

Kasargoda, Kollam, Kottayam, Kozhikode, 

Palakkad, Thrissure and Wayanad, 

districts of Kerala ;  

 

Kanyakumari, Nilgiris, 

(Udhangamandalam) and Tirunelveli, 

districts of Tamil Nadu ; 

 

and Mahe districts of Pondicherry, Union 

Territory; 

and Lakshadweep Union Territory. 

 



Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of India  

Vadodara circle 

Puratattva Bhawan, Near Central Library 

Mandvi, Vadodara 390006 (Gujarat). 

Ahmedabad, Amreli, Anand, , 

Banaskantha, Bharuch, Bhavnagar, 

Dahod, Dongs, Gandhinagar, Godhara, 

Jamnagar, Junagadh, Kheda, Kutch, 

Mehsana, Narmada, (H,Q. Rajpipla), 

Navsari, Patan, Porbandar, Rajkot, 

Sabarkantha, Surat, Surendranagar, 

Vadodara (Baroda), and Valsad, districts 

of Gujarat ;  

 

Daman and Diu. 

 

 

NOTIFICATION 

 

New Delhi, the 23rd June, 1998 

 

 S.O. 1789--- In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the 

Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 (52 of 1972) hereafter referred to as the said 

Act and in supersession of the notification of the Department of Culture, 

(Archaeological Survey of India ) NO. G.S.R. 211 (E), dated the 18th April, 1980, the 

Central Government hereby appoints  the persons specified in column 2 of the table 

given below, being Gazetted Officers of the Central Government, to be licensing 

officers for the purposes of the said Act, who shall exercise the powers conferred on  

licensing, officers by  or under the said Act within the jurisdiction specified in  the 

corresponding entry in column 3 of the table namely: 

 

Sl. 

NO. 

Designation and address 

of the officer 

Limits of the area 

1 2 3 

1. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Agra Circle, 22, The Mall 

Road, Agra-282001 (Uttar 

Pradesh 

Agra, Aligarh, Badaun, Bareilly, Bijnor, 

Bulandshahar,Etah,  Etawah, Farrukhabad, 

Firozabad, Ghaziabad,  Mahamayanagar, 

Mainpuri, Mathoura, Meerut, Muradabad, 

Muzzaffarnagar,  Pilibhit, Rampur, Saharanpur, 

Shahjahanpur, Udham Singh Nagar,  

2. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Bangalore Circle, 5th Floor, ‘F’ 

Wing, Kendriya Sadan, 17the 

Main Road, Koramangala,  

Bangalore-560034 

(Karnataka) 

Bangalore Urban and Rural, Bellary, 

Chamaraja Nagar, Chikmangalur, Chitradurga, 

Dakshina kannada, Davnagere, Hassan, Kolar, 

Mandya, Mysore, Shimoga, Tumkur and Udipi 

district of Karnataka 

3. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Bhopal Circle, IInd Floor, B-

Block, G.T.B. Complex, T.T. 

Nagar, Bhopal- 46 003 

(Madhya Pradesh) 

Balaghat, Betul, Bhind, Bhopal, Chhatarpur, 

Chhindwara, Damoh, Datia, Dewas, Dhar, 

Guna, Gwalior, Hoshangabad, Indore, 

Jabalpur, Jhabua, Khandwa, (Nimar East), 

Khargone, (NIrmar West),  Mandla, Mandsaur,  

Morena, Narsingpur, Panna, Raisen, Rajgarh, 

Ratlam, Rewa, Sagar, Satna, Sehore, Seoni, 

Shahdol, Shajapur, Shivpuri, Siddhi, 

Tikamgarh, Ujjain and Vidisha districts of 



Madhya Pradesh.   

4. Superintending Archaeologist 

, 

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Bhubaneswar Circle, Old 

Town, Bhubaneswar-751 002 

(Orissa) 

Angul, Balangir, Baleswar Baragarh, Baudh, 

Bhadrak, Cuttack, Deogarh, Dhenkanal, 

Gajapati, Ganjam, Jagatsinghpur Jajpur, 

Jharsuguda, Kalahandi, Kendrapada, Keonjhar, 

Khudrda, Korapur, Malkangiri, Mayurbhanj, 

Nabarangpur, Naupada, Nayagarh, Phulbani, 

Puri, Raygarh, Sonpur and Sundergah, district 

of Orissa;  

5. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Calcutta Circle, Multi 

Storeyed Office Building (4th 

Floor), Block DF, Salt Lake 

City, Calcutta-700 064 (West 

Bengal) 

Bankura, Birbhum, Burdwan, Calcutta, Cooch 

Behar, Darjeeling, Hooghly, Howrh, Jalpaiguri, 

Malda, Midnapore, North Dinajpur,  North 24 

Parganas, Purulia, South Dinajpur, South 24 

Parganas and Murshidabad districts of West 

Bengal; Sikkim; and Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands.  

6. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Chandigarh Circle, S.C.O. 

2909-10, Sector -22-C, 

Chandigarh- 160 022.  

Ambala, Bhiwani, Faridabad, Fatehabad, 

Gurgaon, Hissar,  Jhhajhar, JInd, Kaithal, 

Karnal, Kurukshetra, Mahendrergarah, 

Panchkula, Panipat, Rewari, Rohtak, Sirsa, 

Sonepat, and Yamuna-Nagar, Districts of 

Haryana; Amritsar, Bhatinda, Faridkot, 

Ferozpur, Fatehgarh, Sahib, Gurdaspur, 

Hoshiarpur, Jalandhar, Kapurthala, Ludhiana, 

Mansa, Moga, Muktsar, Newanshahar, Patiala, 

Rupnagar, and Sangrur, districts of Punjab; 

Bialspur, Chamba, Hamirpur, Kangra,Kinnaur, 

Kullu, Lahaul and Spiti, Mandi, Shimla,  

Sirmaur, Solan and Unna districts of Himachal 

Pradesh; and Chandigarh Union Territory   

7. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India 

Chennai Circle, Fort St. 

George, Chennai- 600 009 

(Tamil Nadu)  

Chenni, Coimbatore, Guddalore, Dharampuri, 

Dindigul, Erode Kanchipuram, Karur, Madurai, 

Nagapattinum, Namakkal,  Pudukkottai 

Perambnalur, Ramanathapuram, Salem, 

Sivagangai, Thanjavur, Theni, Thiruannamalai, 

Thiruvarur, Thiruvllur, Tuticorin, Tiruchi, 

Vellore, Virudunagar and Villupuram districts 

of Tamil Nadu; Pondicherry and Karaikkal 

Range of Union Territory of Pondicherry. 

8. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Dharwad Circle, 8th Cross, 

17th Ward, Kalyan Nagar, 

Dharwad -580007 

(Karnataka)  

Belgaum, Bidar, Bijapur, Dharwad, Godag, 

Gulbarga, Haveri, Koppal, Raichur and Uttara 

Kannada districts of Karnataka. 

9. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Guwhati Circle, Vican Villa, 

Ananda Nagar, Dispur, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, 

Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura 

states. 



Guwahati- 781005 (Assam) 

10. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Hyderabad Circle, Kendriya 

Sadan, IIIrd Floor , IInd 

Block, Sultan Bazar, 

Hyderabad-510195 (Andhra 

Pradesh)  

Adilabad, Anantapur, Chittoor, Cuddapah, East 

Godavari (Kakinada H.Q), Guntur, Hyderabad, 

Karim Nagar, Khammam, Krishna, 

(Machilipatnam H.Q.) Kurnool, Mahabub Nagar 

Medak (Sanga Reddy H.Q.) Nalgonda, Nellore, 

Nizamabad, Prakasam,  Ranga  Reddy 

(Hyderabad H.Q.), Srikakulam, Vijaya 

Nagaram, Visakhapatnam, Warangal and West 

Godavari (Eluru H.Q.) districts of Andhra 

Pradesh. 

11. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Jaipur Circle, Sector-7, 

Flat No. 70/133-140, Patel  

Marg, 

Mansrovar, Jaipur- 302020 

(Rajasthan) 

Ajmer, Alwar, Banswara, Baran, Bermer, 

Bharatpur, Bhilwara Bikaner, Bundi, 

Chittorgarh, Churu, Dausa, Dholpur, 

Dungarpur, Ganganagar, Hanumangarh, 

Jaipur, Jaisalmer, Jalor, Jhalwar, Jhunujhunu, 

Jodhpur, Karauli, Kota, Nagaur, Pali, 

Rajsamand, Sawai Madhopur, Sikar, Sirohi, 

Tonk and Udaipur, districts of Rajasthan. 

12. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Lucknow Circle, Baillic Guard, 

Cottage, P.O. Golaganj, 

Lucknow-226018 (Uttar 

Pradesh) 

Allahabad, Ambedkarnagar, Balrampur, 

Bahraich, Banda, Barabanki, Basti, Faizabad, 

Fatehpur, Gonda, Hamirpur, Haardoi, Jalon, 

Jhansi, Kabir Nagar, Kanpur City, Kanpur 

Dehat, Kaushambi, Lakhimpur, Lalaitpur, 

Lucknow, Maharaj Kshatrapati Sahu, Mahobe, 

Pratapgarh, Raibareili, Siddarth Nagar, 

Sitapur, Sravasti Nagar, Sultanpur and Unnao, 

districts of Uttar Pradesh  

13. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Sion Fort, Sion, 

Mumbai- 400022 

(Maharashtra). 

Ahmednagar, Akola, Amaravati, Aurangabad, 

Beed, Bhandara, Buldhana, Chandrapur, 

Dhule, Gadchiroli, Jalgaon, Jalna, Kolhapur, 

Latur, Mumbai, Nanded, Nagpur, Nasik, 

Osmanabad, Pune, Raigarh, Ratnagir, Sangli, 

Satara, Solapur, Thane Wardha and Yeotmal, 

districts of Maharashtra and Gola  

14. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Delhi Circle, Safdarjung 

Tomb, New Delhi -110003. 

The National Capital Territory of Delhi. 

15. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

J.C. Road, Patna-

800001(Bihar) 

Araria, Aurangabad, Begusarai, Bhagalpur, 

Bhojpur,  Buxar, Champaran (East), Champara 

(West), Darbhanga, Gaya, Gopalganj, 

Jahanagad, Jamui, Kaimur, Katihar, Khagaria, 

Kishanganj, Madhepura, Madhubani, Munger, 

Muzaffarupur, Nalanda, Nawada,  Patna, 

Purnia, Rohtas, Saharoa, Samastipur, Saran, 

Sitamarhi,   Siwan, Supaul and Vaishali, 

district of Bihar; and Azamgarh , Ballaia, 

Bhadohi, Chandauli, Deoria, Gorakhpur, 

Ghajipur, Jaunpur, Maharajganj, Murzapur, 

Padrauna, SOnbhadra and Varanasi, districts 



of Uttar Pradesh 

16. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Srinagar Cirlce, Moonte 

Building, Raj Bagh , 

Srinagar,(Kashmir)/Luthra 

Building, Kachi Chawni, 

Jammu- 180001 (Jammu & 

Kashmir) 

Anantnag, BAdgam, BAramulla, Kupwara, 

Pulwama and Srinagr districts of Kashmir 

Valley; Leh and Kargil districts of Ladakh and 

Doda, Jammu, Kathua, Punch, Rajouri and 

Udhampur districts of Jammu.  

17. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Thrissure Circle, 

Thopinmoola, 

Aranattukara, Thrissure-

680618 (Kerala) 

Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Idukki, Kannur, 

Kasargoda, Kollam, Kottayam Kozhikode, 

Malappuram, Palakkad, Pathanamthitta, 

Thiruvanathapuram, Thrissure and Wayanad, 

districts of Kerala; Kenyakumari, Nilgiris 

(Udhangamandalam) and Tirunelveli, districts 

of Tamil Nadu; and Mahe district of 

Pondicherry, Union Territory; and 

Lakshadweep Union Territory. 

18. Superintending Archaeologist  

Archaeological Survey of 

India  

Vadodara Circle, Madhav 

Baug, Makarpura Road, Near 

Sapna Hall, Vadodara-390009 

( Gujarat) 

Ahmedabad, Amreli, Anand, BAnaskantha, 

Bharuch, Bhavnagar Dahod, Dongs, 

Gandhinagar, Godhara, Jamnagar, Junagadh, 

Kheda, Kutch, Mehsana, Narmada (H.Q. 

Rajpipla), Navasari, Patan, Porbandar, RAjkot, 

Sabarkantha, Surat, Surendranagar, Vadodara 

(Baroda), and Valsad, districts of Gujarat; 

Daman and Diu. 

 

 

(F. NO. 16-3/97-ANT) 

J.R. AGGARWAL, Under Secy. 

 



 

(TO BE PUBLISHED IN PART II, SECTION 3, 

Sub-section (ii) of the Gazette of India) 

 

Government of India 

Ministry of Culture 

(Archaeological Survey of India) 

 

New Delhi, The_______________, 2004 

 

NOTIFICATION 

 

 S.O.___________, In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the 

Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 (52 of 1972) hereinafter referred to as the 

said Act and in partial modification of the notification of the Department of Culture, 

(Archaeological Survey of India) No. G.S.R.1789 dated the 23rd June, 1998, the 

Central Government hereby appoints by Designation specified in column 2 of the 

table given below, being Gazetted Officers of the Central Government, to be 

Licensing Officers for the purposes of the said Act, who shall exercise the powers 

conferred on Licensing Officers by or under the said Act within the jurisdiction 

specified in the corresponding entry in column 3 of the table, namely:- 

 

S. 

No. 

Designation & address of 

the officer 

Limits of the area 

1. Superintending 

Archaeologist, Archaeological 

Survey of India, Dehradun 

Circle, 4, Rest Camp, Tyagi 

Road, Dehradun (Uttranchal) 

Dehradun, Pauri Garhwal, Chamoli, Rudra 

Prayag, Tehri Garhwal, Uttarkashi, Haridwar, 

Nainital, Almora, Pithoragarh, Bageshwar, 

Uddham Singh Nagar, Champawat. 

 

 

2. Superintending 

Archaeologist, Archaeological 

Survey of India, Ranchi 

Circle, Harmu Housing 

Colony, Ranchi -834012 

(Jharkhand) 

Bokaro, Chatra, Devghar, Dhanbad, Garhwa, 

Giridih, Godda, Gumla, Hazaribagh, Jamtara, 

Kodarma, Latehar, Lohardaga, Pakur, Palamu, 

West Singhbhum, East Singhbhum, Ranchi, 

Sahibganj, Santhal Pargana, Saraikela 

Kharsawan, Simdega. 

 

3. Superintending 

Archaeologist, Archaeological 

Survey of India, Raipur 

Circle, J-10, Anupam Nagar, 

Raipur -429007 

(Chhatisgarh) 

Bastar, Kankar, Dantewada, Raipur, Dhamtari, 

Mahasamund, Kavardha, Bilaspur, Janjgir-

Champa, Korba, Raigarh, Jaspur, Durg, Saguja 

Koria, Rajnandgaon. 

 

(C. BABU RAJEEV) 

DIRECTOR GENERAL 

(F. No.6-41/2003-Ant. 



 

 

 

[TO BE PUBLISHED IN PART II, SECTION 3,] 

[Sub-section (i) of the Gazette of India] 

 

Government of India 

Ministry of Culture 

(Archaeological Survey of India) 

 

New Delhi, the__________________, 2005 

 

NOTIFICATION 

 

 G.S.R. ________________________  - In exercise of the powers conferred 

by section 15 of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 (52 of 1972), hereafter 

referred to as the said Act, of the Ministry of Education and Social Welfare, 

Department of Culture, (Archaeological Survey of India) published in the Gazette of 

India, Pt. II, Section 3, sub-section (i), No. G.S.R. 282 (E) dated the 5th April, 1976, 

and partial modification, vide GSR 73 Ministry of Culture, Archaeological Survey of 

India, notification New Delhi  dated1st March 2005, and further partial modification  

the Central Government hereby appoints the persons by designation specified in 

column 2 of the Table given below to be registering officers for the purposes of the 

said Act, who shall exercise the powers conferred on registering officers by or under 

the said Act within the limits of the area specified in the corresponding entry in 

column 4 of the Table.  

 

THE TABLE 

 

S. No. Name of the persons by 

Designation 

Name of Circle 

including 

museums 

Jurisdiction 

1 2 3 4 

1.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Agra Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

2.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Aurangabad Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

3.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Bangalore Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

4.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Bhopal Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

5.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Bhubaneswar Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

6.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Kolkata Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle except Sikkim 

and Union Territory of 

Andaman and Nicobar. 

7.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Chandigarh Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

 

8.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Chennai Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 



9.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Hyderabad Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

10.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Jaipur Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

11.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Lucknow Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

12.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Patna Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

13.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Srinagar Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle. 

14.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist  

Vadodara Whole working jurisdiction 

of Circle except whole 

Union Territory  of Daman 

and DIu. 

15.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist/Dy. 

Superintending 

Archaeologist 

Mini Circle 

Shimla/Mumbai 

Whole working jurisdiction 

of Mini Circle. 

16.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist/Dy. 

Superintending 

Archaeologist 

Dharwar Whole working jurisdiction 

of  Circle. 

17.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist/Dy. 

Superintending 

Archaeologist 

Delhi Whole working jurisdiction 

of  Circle. 

18.  Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist/Dy. 

Superintending 

Archaeologist 

Thrissure Whole working jurisdiction 

of  Circle. 

 

 (F. No.23-5/2005-Ant.) 

 

 

 

 

    Name:            C. BABU RAJEEV 

    Designation:   DIRECTOR GENERAL 

                              of the Competent  authority 

 



S.O. 448 (E), dated 2.7.1976 as amended by S.O. 397 (E), dated 15.5.1980. 

 

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section(1) OF Section 14 of Antiquities 

and Art Treasures Act, 1972  (52 of 1972), and in supersession of the notification of 

Government of India in the Ministry of Education and Social Welfare (Archaeological 

Survey of India  ) No. GSR 280 (E), dated 15th  April, 1976, the Central Government 

hereby specifies  the antiquities mentioned in the Schedule annexed hereto as the 

antiquities which shall be registered under the said Act. 

 

Provided that notwithstanding the supersession of the notification aforesaid, 

 

(a) all antiquities specified in the schedule annexed to the said notification 

and registered under the said Act before the date of publication of this 

notification shall be deemed to be validity registered under the said Act; 

(b) all applications for the registration of the antiquities specified in the 

Schedule annexed to the said notification shall be deemed to have been 

validly made and shall be dealt with as if the said notification had not 

been superseded. 

 

 

 

 

The Schedule 

 

The following antiquities which have been in existence for not less than one hundred 

years, namely: 

 

(i) Sculptures in stone, terracotta, metal, ivory and bone; 

(ii) Paintings 9including miniatures and tanks) in all media, that is to say, 

paper, wood, cloth, silk and the like; 

(iii) Manuscripts, where such manuscripts contain paintings, illustrations or 

illuminations; 

(iv) Sculptured figures in wood (both in relief and round). 

 



  7/1 Nomination Dossier of Rani-ki-Vav (The Queen’s Stepwell) at Patan, Gujarat, India. 

 
January 2013 
 

Documentation 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

7.a.1   8 Slides of Old Photographs in 120 mm Negatives Format 
 

Id. 
No 

Format 
(slide/ 
print/ 
video) 

Caption Date 
of 
Photo 
(mo/ 
yr) 

Photogra
pher/Dire
ctor 
of the 
video 

Copyrigh
t owner 
(if 
different 
than 
photogr
apher/di
rector 
of video) 

Contact details of 
copyright owner 
(Name, address, 
tel/fax, and e- 
mail) 

Non 
exclusive 
cession of 
rights 

1 Slide 
120 mm 
Negatives 
Format 

Scientific 
clearance of 
Rani-ki-Vav 

1964 ASI ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

2 Slide 
120 mm 
Negatives 
Format 

Ongoing 
conservation 
work at site 

1979 ASI ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

3 Slide 
120 mm 
Negatives 
Format 

Small 
Sculptures in 
First Lower 
Row of the 
Well Shaft 

1985 ASI ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

4 Slide 
120 mm 
Negatives 
Format 

Terraced Wall 
of  the Vav 

1987 ASI ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

5 Slide 
120 mm 
Negatives 
Format 

View of Well 
Shaft as Seen 
from the 
Bottom Level 

1988 ASI ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

6 Slide 
120 mm 
Negatives 
Format 

Sculpture of 
Apsara 

1989 ASI ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

7 Slide 
120 mm 
Negatives 
Format 

Sculpture of 
Varaha 

1989 ASI ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

8 Slide 
120 mm 
Negatives 
Format 

General view 
of the Vav 

1996 ASI ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 
 

YES 
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7.a.2   25 High Resolution Photographs in JPG Format 

 

1 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

3D Laser 
Scanned 
Image 
Showing Plan 
of 
Rani-ki-Vav 

2011 Historic 
Scotland  

Historic 
Scotland 
and ASI 

David.mitchell@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
Lyn.Wilson@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

2 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Aerial View of 
Rani-Ki-Vav 

2012 Balloon 
Photograp
hy Ltd 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

3 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

General View 
from 
Entrance 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

4 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Remains of 
First Pavilion 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

5 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Panoramic 
view of 
Second 
Pavilion 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

6 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Third and 
Fourth 
Pavilion 

2011 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

7 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Third Pavilion 
Facing East 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

8 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Bracing 
Structure in 
the Tank 

2011 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

9 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Panoramic 
View of Wall 
Facing South 
at 
Tank Area 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

10 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Fourth 
Pavilion 
Facing West 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

11 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Well Shaft of 
Rani-ki-Vav  

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

12 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Wall of the 
Well Shaft 

2011 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

13 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Well Shaft as 
Seen from the 
Bottom Level 
of the Well 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

14 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Struts in Well 
Shaft 

2011 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

mailto:David.mitchell@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:Lyn.Wilson@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
mailto:circlevad.asi@gmail.com
mailto:Dga.asi@gmail.com
mailto:directorgeneralasi@gmail.com
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15 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Panoramic 
View of a Row 
of 
Sculptures in 
the Well 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

16 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

3D Laser 
Scanned 
Image of 
Meshed Panel 

2011 Historic 
Scotland 

Historic 
Scotland 
and ASI 

David.mitchell@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
Lyn.Wilson@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

17 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

A Panel of 
Sculptures 
With 
Avataras of 
Vishnu 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

18 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Geometrical 
Patterns on 
the Wall of 
the Stepwell  

2011 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

19 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Sculpture of 
Goddess 
Chamunda 

2011 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

20 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Sculpture of 
Brahma with 
His Consort 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

21 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Sculpture of 
Buddha 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

22 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Sculpture of 
Goddess 
Mahisasurma
rdini 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

23 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

Sculpture of 
Tenth Avatara 
of Vishnu –
Kalki 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

24 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

3D Laser 
Scanned 
Image of A 
Sculpture 
Painted with 
Polychrome 

2011 Historic 
Scotland 

Historic 
Scotland 
and ASI 

dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

25 Digital 
Photographs 
in JPG 
format 

3D Laser 
Scanned 
Image of Kalki 
Avatara 

2011 Historic 
Scotland 

Historic 
Scotland 
and ASI 

David.mitchell@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
Lyn.Wilson@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com   
 

YES 

 
7.1.3   Reconstruction and Movie on Rani-ki-Vav 

 

1 Flash Files  360
0 

view 
Reconstruction 
of the well 

2012 Nipon 
Medhi 

ASI dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 

2 Movie 3D Laser 
Scanned Movie 
of Rani-ki-Vav 

2011 Historic 
Scotland 

Historic 
Scotland 
and ASI 

dga.asi@gmail.com 
directorgeneralasi@gmail.com 
circlevad.asi@gmail.com 

YES 
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7.a.1   Eight Slides of Old Photographs in 120 mm Negatives Format already submitted. 

7.a.2   List of 25 Photographs in JPG Format 

 
 

1 - 3D LASER SCANNED IMAGE SHOWING PLAN OF  
      RANI-KI-VAV 

 

2 - AERIAL VIEW OF RANI-KI-VAV 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 - GENERAL VIEW FROM ENTRANCE 

 
4 - REMAINS OF FIRST PAVILION 

 
 
5 - PANORAMIC VIEW OF SECOND PAVILION 
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6 - THIRD AND FOURTH PAVILION 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

7 - THIRD PAVILION FACING EAST 

 
8 - BRACING STRUCTURE IN THE TANK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9 - PANORAMIC VIEW OF WALL FACING  
     SOUTH AT TANK AREA 
 

10 - FOURTH PAVILION FACING WEST 
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11 - WELL SHAFT 

 
                        12 – BACK WALL OF WELL SHAFT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

        13 - WELL SHAFT AS SEEN FROM 
                 BOTTOM OF WELL 

 

    14 - STRUTS IN WELL SHAFT 
 

 
   15 - PANORAMIC VIEW OF ONE ROW OF SCULPTURES IN THE WELL 
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16 - 3D LASER SCANNED IMAGE OF MESHED PANEL 
 

 

 

  
 
17 - A PANEL OF SCULPTURES WITH AVATARAS OF VISHNU  

 
                                                                                     
 

                                                                                                     

 
 

 18 - GEOMETRICAL PATTERNS ON THE WALL 
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       19 – SCULPTURE OF GODDESS CHAMUNDA 
 
 

          20 -SCULPTURE OF BRAHMA WITH 
                 HIS CONSORT 
 
 
 

             

 
 
 
 
 
 

          21 - SCULPTURE OF BUDHA 
 

 

         22 - SCULPTURE OF GODDESS  
                 MAHISASUR MARDINI 
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23 - SCULPTURE OF TENTH  
        AVATARA OF VISHNU,  
        KALKI 
 

24 - 3D LASER SCANNED IMAGE  
        OF A SCULPTURE  PAINTED             

IN POLYCHROME 

 

25 - 3D LASER SCANNED IMAGE  
        OF KALKI AVATARA 

 

 

 

 

7.a.3 Reconstruction and Movie on Rani-ki-Vav 

1. Flash files, 3600 View Reconstruction of the stepwell   

 

2. 3D Laser Scanned Movie of Rani-ki-Vav 
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Section 01 

The  comparative  analysis  is  largely  focused  on  the  international 

comparison  while  the  specific  kinds  of  stepwells  that  Ran‐ki‐Vav 

represents  are  mostly  known  in  India,  more  specifically  in  North‐

Western India. 

While  the Comparative Analysis  seems  to  list a number of other 

stepwells in this region, they are not described in much detail and often 

the  analysis  merely  concludes  that  they  cannot  be  compared. 

Justifications,  such  as  that  “in  many  cases  the  proportion  of  these 

stepwells limits their aesthetics”, are at times difficult to follow without 

imagery. Could  the  State Party  kindly  elaborate on  the  comparative 

analysis  in  a  national  context,  to  illustrate  by means  of  texts  and 

images  in  which  way  Ran‐ki‐Vav  can  be  said  to  be  the  "zenith  of 

technological, engineering, architectural and artistic development of a 

stepwell"  in  comparison  to  all  others?  It  would  be  helpful  if  this 

comparative  analysis  could  also  provide  evidence  for  the  suggested 

quality  that Ran‐ki‐Vav  is  the  "most authentic  representation of  the 

[se] subterranean water structures"? 
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1 

 

1.0. Regional Comparison 

The north‐west  frontiers of  the  Indian subcontinent are characterized by hot arid and 
semi‐arid  climate,  low  precipitation  and  availability  of  accessible  aquifer  –  which  together 
justify the concentration of stepwells in the region. The map (Figure 01: Regional Distribution of 
Stepwells  in  areas marked  by  seismic  activity  and  in  hot‐arid  and  semi‐arid  climate)  below 
shows the distribution of properties in area marked by seismic activity and the abovementioned 
geo‐climatic conditions.  
 
Table 01: List of Stepwells in Northwest Frontier Region (Gujarat, Rajasthan, Delhi, Haryana 
and Madhya Pradesh) 
Also Refer Annexure 3.3. : Stepwells of North‐Western India in Nomination Dossier 
 

Figure  02:  Regional  Distribution  of  Stepwells  in  Northwest  Frontier  Region  (Gujarat, 
Rajasthan, Delhi and Haryana) Also Refer Chapter 03, Figure 3.1. in Nomination Dossier 
Gujarat  Rajasthan 
1. Rock‐cut stepped well as a part of Dholavira: a 
Harappan City, Dist., Kachchh, India, (WH TL 
Property 1090) 

2. Navghan Kuo, Uparkot, Junagadh, (3‐5th Cent AD) 
3. Jhilani wells, Dhank (7th Cent AD) 
4. Manjushree wells, Dhank (7th Cent AD) 
5. Bochavdi Vav (7th Cent AD) 
6. Puleshwarini Vav (7th Cent AD) 
7. Adi Kadi (Chadi) Baoli, Junagarh (10th AD) 
8. Chaumukhi stepped well, Chobari, Saurashtra, 
(1000 AD)  

9. Rani ki Vav, Patan, Gujatat, India (1092 AD) 
10. Ankolmata Vav at Davad, Sabarkantha, (1066‐94 
AD) 

11. Mata Bhawani Stepped Well, Ahmedabad (11th 
Cent) 

12. Batris kotha Vav, Kapadvanj, (11th AD) 
13. Jetani Vav, Ghumli (11th‐12th Cent AD), 
Jamnagar,  

14. Ganga Vav, Wadhwan, (1169 AD) 
15. Nadir ki Vav in Nagaka village, Ghumli, (12th AD) 
16. Bhamaria Stepped Well, Sojali, Kheda 
17. Hathab Vav, Bhavnagar  
18. Stepped well in Kotadi, on the road to Kheda, 

Ahmedabad  
19. Ra KhengarVav at  Vanathali, Junagarh (1235 AD)
20. Saptamukhi stepped well in Dabhoi (1255AD) 

35. Stepped Well, Mandore, Jodhpur, (7th 
Cent AD) 

36. Choti Khatu, Nagaur Dist, (8th Cent AD) 
37. Rupa Stepped well (10th Cent AD) Nadol  
38. Rani ji ki Baori, Bundi, (11th Cent) 
39. Asapurna Vav, Nadol, (12th Cent AD) 
40. Stepped well of Neemrana Fort (1570 AD) 
41. Chand Baori, Abhaneri 8th cent AD1 

Delhi, Haryana and Madhya Pradesh  
42. Raja Ugrasenki Baoli,  as  a  part  of Delhi‐a 

Heritage  City  (WH  TL  Property  5743) 
(12Cent AD) 

43. Gandhak  ki  Baoli  as  a  part  of  Delhi‐a 
Heritage  City  (WH  TL  Property  5743) 
(1211‐36 AD) 

44. Stepwell in front of Kandaria Manadeo and 
Jagadambi Temples, as a part of Khajuraho 
World Heritage Site, Madhya Pradesh (WH 
List Property 240) (13th‐14th Cent AD) 

45. Octagonal well near Hathipol as a part of 
Fatehpur  Sikhri,  Agra,  India  (WH  List 
Property 225) (16th Cent) 

46. Baoli  in  Akhbari  Mahal,  Agra  Fort,  India 
(WH List Property 251) (16th Cent) 

47. Babur`s  Baoli  in  Diwan‐i‐am,  Agra  Fort, 

                                                            
1Though the well of Abhaneri (in proximity to Harshad Mata Temple), Rajasthan,  is referred to as a  ‘Baori’  it has 
been found to have the architectural vocabulary of a kund. The name reflects in this list as it has the terminology 
of Baori, which at‐large refers to as a Stepwell or a Baoli or a Vav depending upon dialect.  
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21. Madha Stepped Well, Wadhwan, (1294 AD) 
22. Jnan Vav, West of Mul Dwarka, Temple complex, 
(13th AD) 

23. Narayan Rao`s Stepped Well, Idar, (13th AD) 
24. Stepped well of Kankavati 
25. Rataba stepped well in Rampura  
26. Trikambarot ni Vav or Bahadur Singh`s Stepped 
well 

27. Dada Harir Stepped well, Ahmedabad, (1499AD) 
28. Rudabai Stepped Well, Adalaj, (1499 AD) 
29. Navlakhi Vav, Lakshmi Mittal Vilas Palace, 
Vadodra, (15th AD) 

30. Helical Stepped Well, as a part of Champaner‐
Pavagadh Archaeological Park (WH List Property 
1105) (15‐16th AD) 

31. Garban Shah Vav, as a part of Champaner‐
Pavagadh 

Archaeological Park (WH List Property 1105) (15‐
16th) 

32. Vidyadhara Stepped Well, Sevasi (Baroda) 1543 
AD 

33. Bhamaria Stepped well, Kheda (16th AD) 
34. Jethabhai Mulji's Step‐well at Isanpur, 
Ahmadabad (19th AD) 

India (WH List Property 251) (14th AD ) 
48. Stepped well in Farrukhnagar, Haryana (As 

a part of Sheesh Mahal), 18th cent AD 
49. Shah  Jahan‐ki‐Baoli,  Mahem,  Rohtak, 

Haryana (1628‐58),  in AH. 1069 (AD 1658‐
59). 

50. Stepped well  in Hayat‐Baksh  garden  as  a 
part  of  Red  Fort  Complex  (WH  List 
Property 231) (17th Cent. AD) 

51. Stepped‐Well  in Purana Quila, as a part of 
Delhi‐a  Heritage  City  (WH  TL  Property 
5743) 

 
 
 

1.1. Comparison in terms of scale and volume  
 

Owing  to  the  geo‐climatic  conditions  the  Northwestern  frontiers  of  the  Indian  sub‐
continent  became  the  platform  for  development  of  stepwells  into  a  distinct  form  of water 
architecture.  Its  standardized  form  had  a  shaft  that  was  symbolized  as  the  garbagriha 
(sanctum) and a straight flight of steps (referred to as a nala), often staggered to create levels, 
leading  to  the  shaft. At  the  junction  the  shaft was  screened  from  the  steps with  the help of 
ornate  structural members making  it a distinct property  from a kund or kunda  (or a  stepped 
tank) with a flight of steps.  (Hegewald, 2001).  Usually the flight of steps are staggered  at levels 
that count to an odd number (i.e. 1, 3, 5, 7 or 9).  

Of the 50 enlisted properties of similar physical description and (trabeated) construction 
system, having climate responsive intelligent design2 with aesthetic qualities and located in hot‐
arid  and  semi‐arid  climatic  conditions  the  stepwells  enlisted  in  table  below  demonstrate  a 
higher quality of engineering design. Since the number of points of staggering bears implication 
on the volume, properties having atleast 5 levels or more have been selected for comparison.  

                                                            
2
Gujarat  experiences  hot,  dry/semi  arid  climate  and  high  intensity  earthquakes  (Zone  4), making  the  parameters  of  seismic  activities  and 
climatic control of foremost importance.  
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Table 02: Table showing comparison performance of Engineering and design in specific hydro‐
geological conditions among stepwells of comparable volumes  
Also Refer to Table 3.3. in Nomination Dossier  

5‐levels  Engineering and Design 
Hydrological, Climatic and 
Geological Conditions 

Narayan  Rao`s  
Stepped  Well, 
Idar,  Gujarat 
(13th Cent AD) 

Well  accessed  though  a  single  entrance  straight 
flight of  steps  leading  to  an octagonal  shaft.  The 
pavilions  on  either  side  remain  joined  by  a  roof 
(spanning  member)  at  ground  level.  There  is  a 
platform  at  ground  level  along  the  shaft  to draw 
water. The surfaces have traces of carved features 
and each level houses a niche with a deity. 

These stepwell (as indicated on 
the map)  are  distributed  in  a 
semi‐arid,  seismic  zone  (iii), 
where  the  water  table  was 
between  0‐30  meters  from 
ground  level,  impacting  its 
depth  (CGWB,  Min  of  Water 
Resources, GoI, 2011) 

Rataba  stepped 
well  in  Rampura, 
Gujarat  (13th 
Cent AD) 

Reminiscent  of  later  design  that  absorbed 
elements,  like  the  shikhara  from  temples.  The 
shaft  is entered by a steep straight  flight of steps 
and  the  surfaces have muted ornamentation and 
figurines  of  deities.  The  shikhara  atop  each  level 
has  recessed  horizontal  rows  with  geometrical 
patterns.  

Dada  Harir 
Stepped  well, 
Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat (1499AD) 

The octagonal shaft  is entered by a straight  flight 
that tapers along the path of descent. The shaft is 
entered through an arched gateway. The structure 
imbibes  features  associated  with  Islamic 
architecture like the dome over its pavilion.  

Rudabai  Stepped 
Well,  Adalaj, 
Gujarat,  India 
(1499 AD) 

The  structure  is  entered  from  3  directions  by 
flights  of  steps  that  meet  at  a  platform,  from 
which  a  straight‐flight  emanate  to  meet  the 
octagonal  shaft.    The  vertical  surfaces  remains 
ornamented  with  muted  icons  used  in  Hindu 
buildings.   The  surfaces  lack  figurative motifs but 
have  horizontal  bands  with  floral  or  animal‐like 
depictions.  The  top‐most  storey housed platform 
for drawing water. 

7‐levels3   

Rani  ki  Vav, 
Patan,  Gujatat, 
India (1092 AD) 

The  structure  is  entered  by  a  straight‐flight  to 
enter  a  circular  shaft.  At  the  junction  of  the 
circular  shaft  and  steps  is  a  kund  where  water 
could  be  accessed.  The  structural  framework  of 
trabeated  form and vertical  surfaces measuring a 
height of almost 27 meters were ornamented with 
various  incarnations  of  Vishnu,  Shiva,  and  Shakti 
together  with  Ganesha,  Demi‐Gods,  Apsarasas, 
Rishi  (Ascetics) and  secular motifs  like  chequered 
design  usually  found  in  Patola  textiles.  Together, 

These stepwell (as indicated on 
the map)  are  distributed  in  a 
semi‐arid,  seismic  zone  (iv), 
where  the  water  table  was 
between  0‐30  meters  from 
ground  level,  impacting  its 
depth  (CGWB,  Min  of  Water 
Resources,  GoI,  2011) 
(Kalyanaraman, 2004) 

                                                            
3
Rani kiVav was originally constructed with 7 levels of which 5 are extant. The structure was buried for a period of 2 centuries, after the flooding 
and disappearance of Saraswati River. 
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the  ornamented  structural  framework  creates 
dramatic  frames  that  enabled people  to descend 
nearly 30 meters into the ground. 

9‐levels     

Stepped  well  in 
Neemrana  Fort 
(1092 AD) 

A  steep narrow  straight  flight of  steps  leading  to 
well‐shaft. Trabeated spanning system with (false) 
arched  openings.  Vertical  surface  has  traces  of 
stucco.    In  design,  it  is  reminiscent  of  Stepwell 
constructed  by  Mughal  rulers  (like  those  of 
Pakistan).  

These stepwell (as indicated on 
the map)  are  distributed  in  a 
semi‐arid,  seismic  zone  (ii), 
where  the  water  table  was 
between  10  ‐15  mt  meters 
from  ground  level,  impacting 
its  depth.  (RSPCB  (Govt  of 
Rajasthan),  CPCB  (Govt  of 
India),  DA,  New  Delhi, 
2009)(CGWB,  Min  of  Water 
Resources, GoI, 2011) 

Rani  Stepped 
well,  Bundi,  
Rajasthan,  India 
(11th Cent) 

Cylindrical  shaft  which  extends  over  ground  is 
entered  by  a  steep  straight  flight  of  steps.  The 
inner  surface  of  the  raised  shaft  remains 
ornamented  (and  supported)  by  brackets  and 
niches and is said to have housed the mechanisms 
to draw‐water with the help of bullocks.  

 
The Stepwell of Narayan Rao, Rataba, Dada Harir`s, Rudabai`s, Neemrana fort or that in 

Bundi,  show  a  vertical  and  linear  dominance  in  volume where width  of  the well measures 
almost a  tenth or more of  its  length. This makes  the cavity of  the well a narrow  linear space 
where  the proportion  limits  its aesthetics. Refer  to Fig 03: Photographs  showing comparable 
vertical  and  linear  dominance  of  Stepwell  of Narayan  Rao,  Rataba, Dada Harir`s,  Rudabai`s, 
Neemrana  fort  and  Bundi  and  Annexure  01:  Photographic  Inventory  of  Stepwells  of 
Northwestern Frontiers of the Indian Subcontinent 

 
Rani ki Vav, on the other hand, exhibits an aesthetically superior proportion of  length, 

width and depth  (approximately 3:1:1) of a  larger volume with  intelligent use of horizontally 
aligned sculpted features to relieve the eye from vertical and linear dominance. The framework 
creates  a  pattern,  like  a  3‐d  tartan,  that  frames  views  and  is  sculpted,  camouflaging  the 
structural members  into  a  grand  design.  The  perfection  in  proportion  and  use  of  pavilions 
enable control of micro‐climate in the well‐cavity and prevent loss of water due to evaporation. 

 
Its structural design entailed creating and stabilizing one of the largest cavity measuring 

64 meters  in  length, 20 meters  in breadth and 30 meters  in depth  in  sandy  soil. The  lateral 
thrust of  side walls were  counteracted by  the beams  (each measuring 2 meters)  spanning  a 
width  of  20 meters  and  further  reinforced  by  vertical  pavilions  that were  built  into  it.  The 
column‐lintel‐beam  joints  that  form  the  3‐tartan‐like  lattice were  inter‐locked  in manner  to 
allow  sliding  and  resetting  of  joints  post  movement  caused  by  earthquake.  Water  of  the 
stepwell also played an  important role ensuring structural stability by dampening  tremors.  In 
addition minerals  contained  in  its  ground water  also helped preserve  its  stone  surfaces  and 
retain the finesse in the sculptures.  
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In comparison to the existing stepped wells, Rani ki Vav remains the only property that 
exhibits  the  convergence  of  skills  in  engineering,  architecture,  design  and  understanding  of 
hydro‐geology applied consistently for a construction of appreciable scale.  
 

 

1.2. Comparison in terms of Architecture and Ornamentation 

Stepwells,  in  northwestern  regional  architecture4  as  opposed  to  other  contemporary 
regional  architecture  was  considered  a  distinct  typology  of  built‐form.  Its  proliferation  and 
maturation  coincided  with  the  evolution  and  maturation  of  the  regional  Maru‐Gurjara 
Architecture5 in the 11th‐12th cent AD during the reigns of the Solankis.  

 
Except  standard  (as  prescribed  by  canonical  texts)  structural  members  and  certain 

iconographic forms, elements applied in a temple were seldom seen in a stepwell.  It is however 
interesting  to  note  that  only Rani  ki Vav  shows  the  application  of  elements  associated with 
Maru‐Gurjar temple architecture for its construction – as if it were a water temple (Livingstone, 
2002)  or  a maha‐vapi  comparable  to  a  maha‐praasada  in  temple  architecture.  Figure  04: 
Elements of Maru Gurjara Temple Architecture discernable in Rani ki Vav  

 
  On a regional scale, of the 51 stepwell  in the north‐western region of  India properties 
have been compared based on the quality, symbolism, artistic ability and associative values. It 
must  be  mentioned  that  stepwells  found  in  Haryana,  Delhi  and  Uttar  Pradesh  are  mainly 
utilitarian  structures, devoid of ornamentation beyond arched openings and non‐ornamental 
horizontal  running  courses.  (Refer  to  Annexure  01:  Photographic  Inventory  of  Stepwells  of 
Northwestern  Frontiers  of  the  Indian  Subcontinent).  The  17  properties  enlisted  below 
demonstrate evolution of design and additional features.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
4 The occurrence of stepwell have also been found in other parts of India  including the Deccan and in the central 
region (Temple Complex of Kandariya Mahadeo, Khajuraho World Heritage Site).  
5 Maru‐Gurjara  Architecture  as  defined  by M.A.  Dhaky  as  intricately  sculpture  based  style  with  architectural 
perfection, with  profusely  carved  pitha  (base) with  several  bold mouldings,  absence  of  high  Jagati  and  having 
intricately  carved  ghat‐pallava  pillars  (Heavily  sculpture  based‐/ornamentation  based  style,  Mouldings  and 
existence of niches on the jagati face (maha‐Gurjara style), Tri‐anga plan and rarely chaturanga, Prominent pitha. 
fully developed gajapitha, Narapitha and Ashwapitha, Dikpalas are provided wirth parikarma‐yukta‐rathikas with 
phamsakara  roof, Salilantaras shows apasara or vyala,  Initially vyala but  later muni depicted  in  recessed corner, 
Skandhpattika  (11th  century), Vedika has deeply  carved pattern, mostly  foliate  scrolls, Dwarf  ghat‐pallava pillar, 
Dwarshakha patterns: mandraka , kirtimukha 
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Table 03: Table showing comparison quality and density of ornamentation 
Also refer to Table no. 3.4 in the Dossier  

Vavs with ornamentation 
Vavs with excellence 
in   Ornamentation6 

Vavs  that  showing  a  range  of 
ornamentation irrespective of religious 
inclination  of  its  patron  and  along 
important  (power  or  commerce) 
centers of Medieval times.  

The  properties  in Delhi, Haryana  and Agra 
though built in important routes and power 
or  trade  centers  were  mainly  utilitarian 
structures with no ornamentation.  
Vavs  enlisted  below  show  evolution  of 
design  beyond  niches  with  figurines  of 
deities (Vishnu, Ganesha and Matrika), with 
additional  features  like  carved  pavilions, 
benches,  brackets,  columns  and  beams, 
stone jalakas etc.  
Also,  ornamentation  of  stepwell 
corroborates  a  stage  when  the  structural 
form and proportions of the well‐cavity had 
had  standardized.  The  properties  enlisted 
below  exhibit  well  developed  skills  of 
ornamentation. 

Selection  based  on 
density  of 
ornamentation,  form 
and  visual  impact  
attained7.  

1. Puleshwarini  Vav,  Gujarat  (7th 
Cent AD) 

2. Rupa Stepped well (10th Cent AD), 
Nadol, Rajasthan, India  

3. Rani ki Vav, Patan, Gujatat,  India 
(1092 AD) 

4. Ankolmata  Vav  at  Davad, 
Sabarkantha, Gujarat (1066‐94 AD) 

5. Mata  Bhawani  (Asarva)  Stepwell, 
Ahmedabad,  Gujarat  (11th  Cent 
AD) 

6. Rani  Stepped  well,  Nadol,  Bundi,  
Rajasthan, India (11th Century) 

7. JetaniVav, Ghumli  (11th‐12th Cent 
AD), Jamnagar, Gujarat 

8. Ganga  Vav,  Wadhwan,  Gujarat 
(1169 AD) 

9. Gandhak ki Baoli as a part of Delhi‐
a  Heritage  City,  Delhi  (WH  TL 
Property 5743) (1211‐36 AD) 

10. Nadir  ki  Vav  in  Nagaka  village, 
Ghumli, Gujarat (12th Cent AD) 

11. AsapurnaVav,  Nadol,  Rajasthan 
(12th Cent AD) 

12. Raja Ugrasenki  Baoli,  as  a  part  of 

1. Puleshwarini Vav, Gujarat (7th Cent AD)
2. Rupa  Stepped  well  (10th  Cent  AD), 

Nadol, Rajasthan, India  
3. Rani ki Vav, Patan, Gujatat, India (1092 

AD) 
4. AnkolmataVav  at  Davad,  Sabarkantha, 

Gujarat (1066‐94 AD) 
5. Mata  Bhawani  (Asarva)  Stepwell, 

Ahmedabad, Gujarat (11th Cent AD) 
6. Rani  Stepped  well,  Nadol,  Bundi,  

Rajasthan, India (11th Century) 
7. Jetani Vav, Ghumli (11th‐12th Cent AD), 

Jamnagar, Gujarat 
8. Ganga  Vav,  Wadhwan,  Gujarat  (1169 

AD) 
9. Nadir ki Vav  in Nagaka village, Ghumli, 

Gujarat (12th Cent AD) 
10. AsapurnaVav,  Nadol,  Rajasthan  (12th 

Cent AD) 
11. Bhamaria  Stepped Well,  Sojall,  Kheda, 

Gujarat 
12. Ra KhengarVav  at Vanathali,  Junagarh, 

Gujarat (1235 AD) 
13. Saptamukhi  stepped  well  in  Dabhoi,  

(1255AD) 

 
Rani kiVav, Patan, 
Gujatat, India (1092 AD)
 
Rudabai Stepwell, 
Adalaj, Gujarat, India 
(1499 AD) 
 
Rani ji ki Baori, Bundi, 
Rajasthan (11th Cent) 
 

                                                            
6
The construction of stepped well as a subterranean water‐architecture is purely a continuity of pre‐Hindu practice, excelled in early Medieval 
times.  The practiced survived during the Sultanate period only due to its role – providing water in a dry‐hot arid area (Livingstone, 2002).  
7
Vavs constructed between 10

th
  ‐ 12

th
century AD were showed shift  from a purely  functional structure  to containing ornamentation beyond 

niches with  figures  of deities.  12
th
  Century AD was  a high point  in  construction of highly ornate  form of  stepped wells. Post  12

th
  cent AD 

ornamentation  was  tempered;  especially  those  associated  with  Hinduism,  and  were  carefully  camouflaged  to  suite  Islamic  principles. 
(Neubauer‐Jain, 1981)(Livingstone, 2002) 
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Delhi‐a Heritage City, Delhi (WH TL 
Property 5743) (12Cent AD) 

13. Bhamaria  Stepped  Well,  Sojall, 
Kheda, Gujarat 

14. Ra  KhengarVav  at  Vanathali, 
Junagarh, Gujarat (1235 AD) 

15. Saptamukhi  stepped  well  in 
Dabhoi,  (1255AD) 

16. Madha  Stepped  Well,  Wadhwan, 
Gujarat, India (1294 AD) 

17. Jnan  Vav,  West  of  Mul  Dwarka, 
Temple  complex,  Gujarat  (13th 
Cent) 

18. Rataba  stepped  well  in  Rampura, 
Gujarat (13th Cent AD) 

19. Trikambarotni  Vav  or  Bahadur 
Singh`s Stepped well 

20. Dada  Harir  Stepped  well, 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat (1499AD) 

21. Rudabai  Stepped  Well,  Adalaj, 
Gujarat, India (1499 AD) 

22. Rani  ji  ki  Baori,  Bundi  (1699  AD) 
Rajasthan 

23. Octagonal well near Hathipol as a 
part of Fatehpur Sikhri, Agra, India 
(WH List Property 225) (16th Cent) 

24. Shah  Jahan‐ki‐Baoli,  Mahem, 
Rohtak, Haryana  (1628‐58),  in AH. 
1069 (AD 1658‐59). 

14. Madha  Stepped  Well,  Wadhwan, 
Gujarat, India (1294 AD) 

15. Jnan Vav, West of MulDwarka, Temple 
complex, Gujarat (13th Cent) 

16. Rataba  stepped  well  in  Rampura, 
Gujarat (13th Cent AD) 

17. Trikambarotni  Vav  or  Bahadur  Singh`s 
Stepped well 

18. Dada  Harir  Stepped  well,  Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat (1499AD) 

19. Rudabai  Stepped Well, Adalaj, Gujarat, 
India (1499 AD) 

20. Rani  ji  ki  Baori,  Bundi  (1699  AD) 
Rajasthan 

 

Of these properties, only the Rani ki Vav at Patan, Rudabai`s Stepwell, Adalaj of Gujarat 
and  the Rani  ji ki Baori of Bundi Rajasthan show ornamentation with appreciable variety and 
number and were all patronized by queens. Of the 3, the Rudabai`s Stepwell was built at the 
backdrop of growing powers of the Gujarat Sultanate. This resulted in the restriction in the use 
of anthropomorphic forms and application of largely geometric forms to ornament the surface. 
Refer  to Figure 05: Pictorial Comparison of Rani ki Vav and Rudabai`s  stepwell at Adalaj and 
Annexure  01:  Photographic  Inventory  of  Stepwells  of  Northwestern  Frontiers  of  the  Indian 
Subcontinent. The Rani  ji Ki Baori of Bundi, have animal figures apart from geometric patterns 
and a row of shrines as embellishment. However when compared to the step‐well in Adalaj  or 
Patan, the Rani ji ki Baori of Bundi do not possess the finesse, diversity or volume of ornamental 
features.  Its sculptural  forms are rudimentary compared to the sophisticated skilled creations 
of a  Sompura master  craftsman.  Figure 06: Photograph  showing quality of ornamentation  in 
Rani ji ki Baori, Bundi.  

 
The Rani ki Vav’s ornamentation on the contrary can be compared  in terms of quality, 

aesthetics, craftsmanship and in the sheer number of sculptures, to the temples like Kandariya 
Mahadeo  (inscribed as criteria  I and  III, as a part of Khajuraho World Heritage Site Ref  : 240, 



5.a.i. RANI KI VAV, PATAN, GUJARAT

5.a.ii. RUDABAI KI VAV, ADALAJ, GUJARAT



5.b.i. RANI KI VAV, PATAN, GUJARAT

5.b.ii. RUDABAI KI VAV, ADALAJ, GUJARAT



5.c.i. RANI KI VAV, PATAN, GUJARAT

5.c.ii. RUDABAI KI VAV, ADALAJ, GUJARAT



5.d.i. WELL‐SHAFT, RANI KI VAV, PATAN, GUJARAT



5.d.ii. WELL‐SHAFT, RUDABAI KI VAV, ADALAJ, GUJARAT



5.e.i. LOWER LEVEL OF RANI KI VAV, PATAN, GUJARAT

5.e.ii. LOWER LEVEL OF RUDABAI KI VAV, ADALAJ, GUJARAT



5.f.i. VARIATION OF ORNAMENTATION  OF RANI KI VAV, PATAN, GUJARAT



5.f.ii. VARIATION OF ORNAMENTATION OF RUDABAI KI VAV, ADALAJ, GUJARAT



Figure 06 (a): Ornamentation (of the entrance) of Rani ji ki Baori, Bundi, Rajasthan



Figure 06 (b): Ornamentation (on wall separating well‐shaft and steps) of Rani ji ki Baori, Bundi, 
Rajasthan



Figure 06 (c): Ornamentation (on vertical surface) of Rani ji ki Baori, Bundi, Rajasthan
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1986) and those at Belur and Halibedu both highly ornamental regional temple architecture of 
medieval India. (Refer to Figure 07: Photograph showing quality of ornamentation in Rani ki Vav 
Patan and Temples of Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh India) Deviating from the norm, Rani ki Vav, 
introduced new patterns and  figures through the  inclusion of motifs  like those seen  in Patola 
sarees, the depiction of all 10 incarnations of Vishnu on vertical surface and the ashta vasus in 
the well‐shaft. The visual appeal attained by the master‐craftsmen of Rani ki Vav transformed a 
stone‐lined cavity into a living canvas ‐ a quality surpassing other stepped well. This fact reflects 
in the mention of Rani ki Vav as one of the foremost properties and probably the  largest and 
most ornamented by several experts dedicated to study of stepwells, temple architecture and 
iconography (Livingstone, 2002) (Neubauer, 1981) (Hegewald, 2001).  

 
2.0. Conclusion 

In  conclusion,  it  is noteworthy  that  the Rani  ki Vav, Patan, Gujarat which  lay  at  the 
confluence  of  principle  land  and  sea‐based  trade‐route8  indeed  was  a  social  space  of 
appreciable proportion and beauty for a large transient community. Built as a memorial and in 
defiance to the rising Islamic dominance in Gujarat, it is a landmark example of perfection and 
convergence theology (of the Brahmins) and Skills (of the Sompuras) to create a stepped‐well 
that  upholds  the  description  of  a pure Hindu  subterranean water‐architecture  (Livingstone, 
2002), in form, function, spirit and design.  

The  Rani  ki  Vav  is  unique  to  the world  in  two  aspects  –  first,  the  stepped‐well was 
acknowledged  from  a  purely  utilitarian  construction  to  an  individual  architectural  and 
engineering  category  – which  is  unique  in  the world.  Second, with  the  shift  from  confined 
symbolism there was a focus to animate and ornate the walls like a living canvas by integration 
of motifs and forms inspired from socio‐cultural developments. With these values the property 
also introduces a new typology – ‘subterranean water architecture’ to World Heritage9.  

                                                            
8 Of  the enlisted properties 5  i.e.  the Step wells  in Rampura, Davad,  Idar and  two properties  in Patan,  lay along 
principle trade routes that connected important production centres via land and sea route. It is to be noted that in 
the  northwestern  frontiers,  except  Gujarat  all  other  states  enjoyed  only  land‐based  trade.  The  port‐towns  of 
Gujarat (and Karachi in Pakistan) on the other hand served as the gate‐way for water‐based routes for the region. 
As a result, stepwells in Gujarat served a further diversified mercantile class. The towns of Idar and Patan lay the 
confluence  of  routes  that  connect  land‐based  routes  of  Rajasthan,  Haryana  and New  Delhi with  the  ports  of 
Gujarat for which merchant’s traversed hospitable terrain and climate. Of the two properties in Patan, the Bharot 
ni  Vav  is  a  19th  cent  construction  for  the welfare  of  the  settlement.  Rani‐ki‐Vav  on  its  outskirts  acting  as  the 
landmark for Patan was a social space for a larger community.  
9 Prior to Rani kiVav, stepwell from North Western Frontiers of the Indian sub‐continent or a well, have only been a 
part of a larger narrative and OUV`s of properties. Rani kiVav, whichcan be defined as a type ofsubterranean water 
architecture– introduces a new category to World Heritage.  
It may be noted that Royal Water Temple of Pura Taman Ayun, similar to a stepped pond or kunds  in  India, has 
been  inscribed as World Heritage  in 2012 as a part of Cultural Landscape of Bali Province: the Subak System as a 
Manifestation of the Tri Hita Karana Philosophy,  Indonasia (WH List Property 1194rev. Although the property  is a 
highly ornate form of architecture, replete with sacred and social values, first, it deviates in architectural form and 
remains valued as a part of a larger system.  
Rani kiVav on  the other hand,  remains a distinct category,  i.e. a  stepped well and embodies OUV`s as a  single‐
component water structure.  



1) Sculptures of Temples of Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh, India 1) Sculptures of Rani ki Vav, Patan, Gujarat
(Source: http://whc.unesco.org/uploads/thumbs/site_0240_0004‐500‐375‐20130801164303.jpg)

2) Sculptures of Rani ki Vav, Patan, Gujarat 2) Sculptures of Temples of Khajuraho, India (Source: http://whc.unesco.org/uploads/thumbs/site_0240_0004‐500‐375‐

20130801164303.jpg)

Figure 07: Photograph showing quality of ornamentation in Rani ki Vav Patan and Temples of Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh India
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Section 02  

Could  the  State  party  please  share  with  ICOMOS  whether  the 

Indian authorities at any time have considered the feasibility of a serial 

nomination of  several  Indian  stepwells?  If  yes,  could  the  State Party 

explain why it seemed unfeasible to present the theme of stepwells with 

more than one component site? 
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3.0. Approach to Nomination 

 
As per the State Party, Rani ki Vav is a distinct feat, a masterpiece, without any parallel. 

Surveys and research conducted by several renowned scholars like Dr. Jutta Jain‐Neubauer, Dr. 

Morna Livingstone, Dr. Julia A.B. Hegewald, Dr. Kirit Mankodi and many others who have 

focused on stepwells and water structures of India or the region have unanimously recognized 

Rani ki Vav as a remarkable achievement, demonstrating unprecedented advancement in 

hydro‐engineering and aesthetic treatment of a subterranean cavity. Respecting this 

uniqueness and the fact that it lacks comparable antecedents or precedence, the State Party 

chooses to nominate Rani ki Vav under Criteria (I) which acknowledges only those structures 

that exhibits exceptional the quality of ‘human creative genius’.  

Though research recognizes different types of water-structures with varying tangible 

forms and associations, a stepwell is a unique category. A serial nomination including a stepwell 

would only recognize the Rani ki Vav as a type of stepwell and not necessarily respect the 

gamut of its values in terms of technology, architecture and sculptural genius. Surpassing all 

other extant stepwells, Rani ki Vav`s inscribed as a single property is justified as this allows the 

true recognition of its distinct properties beyond just typological representation.  Hence, the 

State party is of the considered view that this property is unique and merits nomination all by 

itself and is also of the opinion that Rani ki Vav does not in any way lend itself as a part of the 

Serial Nomination.   
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Annexure 3.1

Comparison of different types of single component water structures/systems or water architecture

Comparative
features/Attributes

Single Component water system
Stepped-well/Baoli/Vav Kund, Stepped Pond

Common to Hot arid regions
Built/Physical form

Description

Series of steps/straight flight leading to a cylindrical well shaft. Steps arranged parallel to the normal slope of the
excavated earth, much like a retaining wall.

4 walls looks like a serrated surface, transverse by short
flights of steps to reach a lower level

Existence

Continued tradition since late Gupta rule, inspired from the
Buddhist water holes. Received sudden proliferation in the
backdrop of ravaging of Somnathpur Temple by Mahmud of
Ghazni.

Continued tradition since late Gupta rule, inspired from the
Buddhist water holes.

Patrons
These were patronised mainly by women of higher ranks. Wells
with its water was associated with fertility and the mother
goddess.

The principle patrons were male members of the
community and were always associated with temples.

Symbols
These constructions commemorated the presence of a matriarchal
system prior to the advent of Hinduism, as interpreted by the
Brahmins.

These constructions being a part of the temple complex
were patriarchal in its symbolism.

Design
1. Capacity in

controlling
micro-climate
and protection
of water

More effective in protecting water against evaporation as the
exposed surface/film of water is devoid of deep shadows. The hot
air is channelized into the well volume in contact with the cooler
air inside, becomes heavier (moisture laden) and forma protective
layer for the stored water. This on one hand increases the
moisture content inside the well-volume, but helps  significantly in
lowering microclimate, preventing loss of water through
evaporation.

Functionally less effective in protection water against
evaporation as a larger surface area of the stored water
remains exposed to the sun. Also, by design, the walls
splay outwards, much like an inverted pyramid, which
minimises possibility of casting shadows and controlling
the micro-climate.

2. Response to
Seismic activity

It is comparatively more challenging seismic design, as there are 2
mutually contrasting volumes – cylinder and a half-pyramid, are

Simpler and less complex structure where seismic design is
concerned. Each block is supported and laid in successive
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used to create a symmetrical design, devoid of free standing
columns, reinforcements by adding pilasters to walls (to take load
off and reduce chances of vertical cracks),  Pavilions to cross-brace
the well during motion,  rabbeted roof to lock elements in place.
Multiple symmetries (by design) was achieved which dampen
vibrations. The centre of gravity by design was lower and hence
gave superior resistance to the loads. Interlocked joints reduced
possibility of displacement of stone blocks (the surfaces of stones
in contact with alternate courses were made rough to increase
friction and resist movement). The volume of water aided in
dampening vibration and providing counter forces to interlocked
stones that could buckle inwards.

courses, much in the same manner as it was in quarry.
Hence in a constant state of equilibrium.

Functions
Functionally of space remained a convergence of sacred and
secular actions. As a space, it remains an area for social
communion and on the other hand en-shrines water.

Functionally different, usually attached to a temple or in
the vicinity of a temple. The main function was a ritual dip
and less for providing water.

Stepped with is an open roofed columns, terraces, and pavilions
resting on vertical supports.

Comparatively compact and geometric in design,
reminiscent of a cosmic map.

This is a compressive structure by design and works by super-
imposing heavier load on sub-structure.

Designed along slope of the natural slope. Partly
compressive walls and pavilion.
In early stepped ponds the descent was steeper than the
later ones.

The pavilion-like spaces are repeated in a forward and vertical
directions

The pavilions like spaces are nested so they appear to
vibrate in motion.

The measure of the circular segment is by hasta, a unit from 14 to
24 inches. The dia of the cylinder should ideally range between 4
to 13 (rudrakupa – a well causing fear- the Rani ki Vav is just under
30 feet – which is a fearsome feat) hasta, but the one of 8 hasta
was considered manohar or beautiful.
Sub-parts – from 10th to 13th century, stepped well started having
the following distinguishing features – corbelled column capital,
shorter column to column span, use of false arch, decorated well-
brackets, series of pavilions, high stone benches with carved backs
either surrounding open pavilions or shaded enclosed by stone
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screens and roofed , high decorated thresholds, - all together
became a major architectural form.
Eg Chaumukhi stepped well, Chobari, Saurashtra1, the Saptamukhi
stepped well in Dhaboi, Stepped well in Kotadi, on the road to
Kheda, north of Ahmedabad2, Rani Stepped well3, Nadol, southern
Rajasthan Rataba stepped well in Rampura, Rupa Stepped well4

(1000 AD),  Trikambarot ni Vav or Bahadur Singh`s Stepped well

Eg- Roda, Dedadara, Ossian, Abhaneri, Katan Vav, Chand
baori

Both aim at attaining perfection in design where the focus/vanishing point remains water.  The shapes used in composition are
distinct and each having distinct existence and defined limits/edges.
 The focus on water is axial, almost hiding the water from the

entrance.
 Here the straight flight of steps crosses the domains of the

naga, the mother goddess and her crocodile, where the axis
mundi connects with the earth.

 Synonymous to the womb or garbagriha of temple, the most
sacred core is dramatised with the changing scio-graphy or
combination of light and darks, that changes with the changing
sun-path.

 The focus is equal from all perspectives, where the
water is visible equally from all points.

 Person entering the well, experiences the reframing of
the view with descent, culminating in the mystical
square of water in the courtyard.

 The cosmic centering of the pool is accentuated by the
folding of staircases, at the pools perimeter as if never
quite settling on a final edge.

The gradient of the surrounding lands are tended in such a manner that the surface run-off remains collected and stored  in the
well
These are markers of points where humans connect with the divine in contact with the continuous flow of energy of sacred
geography, by good fortune coincides with the continuous water table created by regions geology. Hence is the social protection
towards natural resources and move towards maintenance of water.

1 1000 AD, in ruins – crossed shaped well with flights leading in 4 cardinal directions to meet the 4 edges of a square pool, this is the only one that meets the description of
the shastras of a 4 entranced well
2 all the 3 are works in progress, evidence of experimentation of positioning the pavilions as most of the pavilions have fallen/toppled over time
3 first one to have a single entry system and a Persian-wheel like system to draw water
4 Both Rani and Rupa stepped wells are the first of its kind to having pavilion ordered vertically in stacks. The vertical columns and the horizontal pavilion roofs and floors
were arranged to weave through  the space – a 3D Tartan  (criss-cross horizontal and vertical bands)
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Source: (Livingstone, 2002)
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Annexure 3.2

Comparison between Single component and Multi-component water structure/network (where the component of a well even if in its most
primitive form is present)

Comparative features Single component structure Multi-component water network

Location & distribution

 Those that are standalone – i.e. having a single component
for multiple functions i.e. for storage, protection and
consumption of water, controlling micro-environment and
water, pleasure, repository of faith and a platform for human
interaction. The principle function is water storage.

 Those having multiple components, over a larger geopolitical
area, where each component may or may not play multiple roles.

Relation with sub
components

 These would function in tandem with a series of individual
structures not necessarily interconnected, except sharing
groundwater.

 These would function in a network, where different component
parts play an active role in storing, distributing and protecting
water to more than one location at a given point of time

Source of water

 These tap immediate natural aquifer, store and conserve
water tapped in-situ. Users would have to travel a distance to
access it.

 The source of water and locations where distributed generally
don’t coincide. It is transported to remote areas for distribution.
That is the source is remote from the areas to which water is
distributed.

Physical description
 It is a vertically stack component, which are accessed through

a flight of steps. The structure is essentially subterranean but
the roof is open to sky.

 Structures may or may not be subterranean and not all parts can
be accessed. There are apertures at intervals to access the
underground components for periodic maintenance.

Protection of water
 Water is protected from evaporation by the layer of moist air

over the top-layer and from over consumption or waste
through value/belief system (social protection)

 Water when underground, in channels or pipes is protected from
evaporation by reducing exposure. On surface, it remains socially
protected through restrictive use.

Functions (direct and
indirect)

 These were first social infrastructure structures and then
appreciated for the role it played in society. Comparatively
being works of labour in arid zones, the celebration of water
as life and the need to innovate construction techniques so
that water could be perennially accessed was a necessity
than luxury.

 Mainly community facility, but could also be had at individual
level

 These were first utilitarian structures with social values adhered
to the same.  The proliferation of elaborate networks which could
afford transmission loss was in areas with comparatively higher
water tables and more ground water, i.e. areas having the luxury
of water.

 Community facility, as the network would be elaborate.

Source:

Dying Wisdom: Rise, Fall and Potential of India's Traditional Water Harvesting Systems (State of India's Environment, Volume 4); Publisher: Centre for Science and
Environment (1997), New Delhi,
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Annexure 3.3

Stepped Wells of the North-Western India

Gujarat Rajasthan Other areas (New Delhi,
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh)

1. Rock-cut stepped well as a part
of Dholavira: a Harappan City,
Gujarat, Dist., Kachchh, India,
(WH TL Property 1090)

2. NavghanKuo, Uparkot, Junagadh,
Gujarat (3-5th Cent AD)

3. Jhilani wells, Dhank, Gujarat (7th
Cent AD)

4. Manjushree wells, Dhank,
Gujarat, (7th Cent AD)

5. BochavdiVav, Gujarat (7th Cent
AD)

6. PuleshwariniVav, Gujarat (7th
Cent AD)

7. AdiKadi (Chadi) Baoli, Junagarh,
Gujarat, India (10th Century)

8. Chobari, Saurashtra, Gujarat
(1000 AD) (Livingstone, 2002)

9. Chaumukhi stepped well, Gujarat
(1000AD)

10. Rani kiVav, Patan, Gujatat, India
(1092 AD)

11. AnkolmataVav at Davad,
Sabarkantha, Gujarat (1066-94
AD)

12. Mata Bhawani (Asarva) Stepped
Well, Ahmedabad, Gujarat (11th
Century)

13. BatriskothaVav, Kapadvanj,
Gujarat, India (11th Century)

14. JetaniVav, Ghumli (11th-12th
Cent AD), Jamnagar, Gujarat

15. Ganga Vav, Wadhwan, Gujarat
(1169 AD)

16. Nadir kiVav in Nagaka village,
Ghumli, Gujarat (12th Cent AD)

17. Bhamaria Stepped Well, Sojali,
Kheda, Gujarat

18. HathabVav, Bhavnagar, Gujarat
19. Stepped well in Kotadi, on the

road to Kheda, north of
Ahmedabad

20. Ra KhengarVav at Vanathali,
Junagarh, Gujarat (1235 AD)

21. Saptamukhi stepped well in
Dabhoi, Gujarat (1255AD)

22. Madha Stepped Well, Wadhwan,
Gujarat, India (1294 AD)

23. JnanVav, West of MulDwarka,
Temple complex, Gujarat (13th

36. Stepped Well, Mandore,
Jodhpur, Rajasthan (7th Cent
AD)

37. ChotiKhatu, NagaurDist,
Rajasthan (8th Cent AD)

38. Rupa Stepped well (10th Cent
AD), Nadol, Rajasthan, India
(Neubauer-Jain, 1981)

39. Rani Stepped well, Nadol,
Bundi,  Rajasthan, India (11th
Century)

40. AsapurnaVav, Nadol,
Rajasthan (12th Cent AD)

41. Stepped well of Neemrana
Fort, Rajathan (1570 AD)

42. Raja UgrasenkiBaoli, as a
part of Delhi-a Heritage City
(WH TL Property 5743)
(12Cent AD)

43. GandhakkiBaoli as a part of
Delhi-a Heritage City (WH
TL Property 5743) (1211-36
AD)

44. Stepped wells in front of
KandariaManadeo and
Jagadambi Temples, as a
part of Khajuraho World
Heritage Site, Madhya
Pradesh (WH List Property
240) (13th-14th Cent AD)

45. Octagonal well near
Hathipol as a part of
FatehpurSikhri, Agra, India
(WH List Property 225)
(16th Cent)

46. Baoli in AkhbariMahal, Agra
Fort, India (WH List
Property 251) (16th Cent)

47. Babur`s Baoli in Diwan-i-am,
Agra Fort, India (WH List
Property 251) (16th Cent
AD? )

48. Shah Jahan-ki-Baoli,
Mahem, Rohtak, Haryana
(1628-58), in AH. 1069 (AD
1658-59).

49. Stepped well in Hayat-
Baksh garden as a part of
Red Fort Complex (WH List
Property 231) (17th Cent.
AD)

50. Stepped-Well in
PuranaQuila, as a part of
Delhi-a Heritage City (WH
TL Property 5743)
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Cent)
24. Narayan Rao`s  Stepped Well,

Idar, Gujarat (13th Cent AD)
25. Stepped well of Kankavati,

Gujarat
26. Rataba stepped well in Rampura,

Gujarat
27. TrikambarotniVav or Bahadur

Singh`s Stepped well
28. Dada Harir Stepped well,

Ahmedabad, Gujarat (1499AD)
29. Rudabai Stepped Well, Adalaj,

Gujarat, India (1499 AD)
30. NavlakhiVav, Lakshmi Mittal Vilas

Palace, Vadodra, Gujarat (15th
Cent AD)

31. Helical Stepped Well, as a part of
Champaner-Pavagadh
Archaeological Park (WH List
Property 1105) (15-16th Cent)

32. Garban Shah Vav, as a part of
Champaner-Pavagadh
Archaeological Park (WH List
Property 1105) (15-16th Cent)

33. Vidyadhara Stepped Well, Sevasi
(Baroda) 1543 AD

34. Bhamaria Stepped well, Kheda,
Gujarat (16th Cent AD)

35. JethabhaiMulji's Step-well at
Isanpur in Ahmadabad in Gujarat
(19th Cent. AD)
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Ambassador, Pennanent Delegate 
Permanent Delegation of India to UNESCO 
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1, rue Miollis 
75732 PARIS Cedex 15 

Paris, 13 December 2013 

Rani·ki·Vav (The Queen's Stepwell) at Patan, Gujarat (India) 

Dear Sir, 

ICOMOS is currently assessing the nomination of Rani-ki·Vav (The Queen's Stepwell) at Patan, 
Gujarat as a World Heritage site and we thank you for the additional information you provided on 
12 November 2013. 

As part of our evaluation process, the ICOMOS World Heritage Panel has now reviewed this 
nomination including the additional infonnation received and identified areas where it considers 
that further information is needed. 

Boundaries and Buffer Zone 
Could the State Party clarify the variations of boundaries of the property between the Second 
Revised Development Plan and the nomination dossier to ensure full protection of the 
proposed property? In case the boundaries of the nomination dossier are the intended, please 
outline the process in which the boundaries identified in the Second Revised Development 
Plan will be modified. 

Could the State Party consider extending the buffer zone to include all of the surrounding 
underground water systems and walls which may have had functional relations with Rani·ki· 
Vav? 

Monitoring System 
Could the State Party consider augmenting the monitoring system by including references to 
the authorities responsible for each monitoring exercise and by establishing measurable 
scales and benchmarks for the interpretation of the monitoring indicators? 

We will look forward to your responses to these points which will be of great help in our 
evaluation process. 

ICOMOS has no obligation to contact States Parties during the evaluation process. However, 
with a view to being as transparent as possible, ICOMOS has agreed to approach States Parties 
in specific cases. This does not prejudice the ICOMOS recommendation on the nomination and 
should be considered as preliminary information. It also does not prejudice the World Heritage 
Committee's decision. 

ICOMOS • 49·5 1 rue de 1 :.~ Feder~tion - 75015 PARIS ·Tel : 33 (0) I 45 6" 67 70 - Fax. 33 <0 1 I -15 66 06 22 
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We would be grateful if you could provide ICOMOS and the World Heritage Centre with the 
above information by 28 February 2014. 

We thank you in advance for your kind cooperation. 

Yours faithfully 

Copy to Archaeological Survey of India 
UNESCO World Heritage Centre 

Regina Durighello 
Director 
World Heritage Unit 
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Query 01 Boundary and Buffer Zone  

Could the state party clarify the variations of the property between the Second 
revised Development plan and the nomination dossier to ensure full protection of 
the property? Incase the boundaries of the Nomination Dossier are the intended; 
please outline the process in which the boundaries identified in the Second 
Revised Development Plan will be modified.  

Could the State Party considered extending the Buffer Zone to include the 
surrounding underground water system and walls which may have had functional 
relations with Rani-ki-Vav? 

All discrepancies pertaining to depiction of Property and Buffer limits stands 

resolved in the Second Revised Development Plan (Master Plan). The delineated Site 

(Property and Buffer Zone) have been included in the Master Plan as a special area, 

ensuring its protection against any form of negative intervention. The Landuse Map, 

which is a point of reference for area planning and development, has been revised and 

reflects the Site (Property and Buffer Zone) as special area (Figure 01: Map showing 

modified boundaries after ICOMOS Evaluation Mission in October 2013). 

In the submission (on February 01, 2013) prior to ICOMOS Evaluation (October 

2013), the proposed property was enclosed by a Buffer which included excavated parts 

of the Shahastralinga Talav, a water structure that shared hydrogeological resources 

with Rani ki Vav (proposed proposed) (Figure 02: Map showing boundaries as 

submitted on 1st February 2013).  Based on discussions during the ICOMOS Evaluation 

Mission, a reconsideration of the Buffer Zone was suggested to incorporate other 

cultural resources in the vicinity. As agreed during the visit, State Party has modified the 

Buffer Zone to include parts of associated waters-structures i.e. unexcavated fragments 

of the Sahastralinga Talav to demonstrate the functioning of Rani ki Vav in this unique  
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hydro-geological and climatic context. (Figure 01: Map showing modified boundaries 

after ICOMOS Evaluation Mission in October 2013) 

The modified boundary (Refer to Figure 03), resulting from inclusion of 

associated parts, has been adopted in the Second Revised Development Plan (Master 

Plan) where its protection (from any form of incompatible development) is ensured by 

the Gujarat Town Planning and Urban Development Act, 1976. All matters pertaining to 

conservation, exploration, excavation, protection, maintenance and management of the 

nominated property (Rani ki Vav) and Buffer Zone (including the Sahastra linga Talav) 

is governed by the Ancient Monuments and Sites Remains (AMASR) Act 1958 

(amended in 2010) and the AMASR Rules of 1959. The modified area statement is as 

follows: 

Zones Area (post ICOMOS 

Evaluation) 

As submitted in 

Feb’13 

Property: 4.68 Ha 4.68 Ha 

Buffer Zone: 125.44 Ha 85.72 Ha 

Total 130.12 Ha 90.40 Ha 
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Query 02: Monitoring System 

Could the State Party consider augmenting the monitoring system to include the 
authorities responsible for each monitoring exercise and by establishing 
measureable scales and benchmarks for the interpretation of the monitoring 
indicators? 

Rani ki Vav was submerged (silting) when the Saraswati river disappeared. 

Excavated and simultaneously consolidated over four decades (1960 to 2008), the work 

was undertaken in phases, commencing from the ground-level and descending to a 

level of 27 meters. Since its stabilization, the property had been maintained through 

periodic chemical treatments and monitoring of structural integrity i.e. alignment of 

structural members, movement in joints and dislodgement of added members (upper 

terrace at ground level and steps from ground to level 05). Till date, the site is regularly 

monitored by non-technical staffs (cleanliness and crowd management) and by 

technical staffs of the Archaeological Survey of India, where the latter focuses of 

assessing the state of conservation and preparing responses for the same. Specialized 

monitoring systems i.e. to measure impact of earthquake and increased precipitation is 

undertaken jointly by the Archaeological Survey of India and Gujarat State Disaster 

Management Authority with technical support from the Indian Institute of Technology, 

Chennai.   

Post stabilization of the Rani ki Vav, major focus has been towards its chemical 

preservation. Built of soft sandstone, fluctuations in temperature and relative humidity 

have been identified as critical parameters that could initiate chemical changes leading 

to the deterioration of building materials (stone, wood and iron dowels). The data for 

fluctuation of temperature is monitored throughout the day to check irregular 
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fluctuations. Though not apparent today, the impact of water, and especially air pollution 

would prove critical to the state of conservation of the building materials. Quantification 

of the same will be initiated at the Circle Level. At this juncture, to monitor ongoing 

(chemical) processes, site-conditions are compared with last documented (pre-

monsoon data or post-monsoon or post chemical treatment) state, investigated and 

thereon responded.  

 The Buffer Zone is jointly monitored by the Archaeological Survey of India with 

various Departments of the Patan Dist. Administration (Government of Gujarat). The 

Buffer is predominantly an agricultural landscape and vide notification will be maintained 

so through legislative provisions of the State Government of Gujarat. Other properties in 

the Buffer Zone include the religious institutions (temples and dargah`s) and abandoned 

railway tracks that are managed by respective religious trusts and Ministry of Railways, 

respectively.  Any new proposals, especially those requiring addition or alteration or 

creation of new structures, is strictly scrutinized by the State Government and the 

National Monuments Authority in consonance with the provision of the Ancient 

Monuments and Sites Remains (AMASR) Act (1958 amended in 2010) and AMASR 

Rules 1959. The remains (excavated and unexcavated) of the Sahastralinga Talav and 

other archaeological remains in the Buffer zone is managed and monitored by the 

Archaeological Survey of India.  
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The table provides details of monitoring indicators, agencies responsible and frequency of monitoring in operation 

since 1960`s for conservation, protection, maintenance and management of Rani ki Vav.  

Indicator Responsible Authority Frequency 
Monitoring indicators at property-level  
State of Conservation   
Structural Members   
Loosening of soil at the ground level Sub-Circle level, Archaeological 

Survey of India 
Schedule: Before, During and After 
monsoons

Alignment of structural members (pillars, 
brackets, lintels, cross-braces) 

Sub-Circle level, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Weekly 
Emergency: Before and After 
Earthquake 

Dislodgement/Displacement/Slipping of 
artificial terrace (added to counter the 
lateral thrust of the cavity) from set 
position 

Sub-Circle level, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Weekly 
Special surveillance: Before, During 
and After monsoons 

   

Architectural members   
Dislodgement/Displacement of steps 
added to access level 5 of the property 
from ground level 

Sub-Circle level, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Daily 
Special surveillance: Before, During 
and After monsoons 

Loss of (top) layers (formation of 
depression) due to mechanical injury 
(possible footfall) 

Sub-Circle level Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Yearly 
 

   

Sculpted surfaces   
Localised surface deformation (Chipping, 
pitting, powdering) 

Sub-Circle level Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Daily 
Special surveillance: Before, During 
and After monsoons 

Reduction in depth of sculpted surface Sub-Circle level Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Yearly (before and after 
monsoon) 

Blackening (crust formation) due to dead 
algae 

Sub-Circle leveland Chemical Branch, Schedule: Yearly (after monsoon) 
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Blackening (crust formation) due to 
deposition of dust (with water) 

Sub-Circle leveland Chemical Branch, 
Archaeological Survey of India 

Schedule: Weekly 

Change in colour/texture (due to touching 
of surface) 

Sub-Circle level and Chemical 
Branch, Archaeological Survey of 
India 

Frequency: Yearly; increased to 
weekly inspection between 
September to February.  

   

Factors inducing chemical changes    
Diurnal change in temperature Chemical Branch, Archaeological 

Survey of India 
Schedule: Daily 

Diurnal change in relative humidity Chemical Branch, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Daily 

Air pollution level Chemical Branch, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Proposed frequency: Monthly; 
increased to weekly for period 
between Sept ember to February 

Water pollution level Chemical Branch, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Proposed frequency: Monthly; 
increased to weekly during 
monsoons 

   

Indicators of active chemical reactions   
Formation of iron spots (red/pink/brown 
patches/ spots/veins/streaks due to 
leeching of iron dowel that holds stones in 
place) 

Chemical Branch, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Yearly; increased to 
weekly inspection during monsoon. 

Formation of crystalline deposits (salt 
efflorescence) 

Chemical Branch, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Yearly; increased to 
weekly inspection during monsoon. 

Formation of black crusts (formed due to 
birds and animal excreta mixed with 
moisture and slow decomposition of 

Chemical Branch, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Daily 
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habitation remains) 
Formation of oolithic accretions Chemical Branch, Archaeological 

Survey of India 
Schedule: Yearly; increased to 
weekly inspection during monsoon. 

Powdering and Crumbling (disintegration) 
of sandstone  

Chemical Branch, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Weekly 

Formation of crusts and calcification Chemical Branch, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

Schedule: Monthly 

   

Post-earthquake monitoring   
Depth and width of existing cracks Sub-Circle level, Archaeological 

Survey of India 
Gujarat State Disaster Management 
Authority  
Indian Institute of Technology, 
Chennai 
Archaeological Survey of India 

Preventive measures: Data already 

Development of new cracks Sub-Circle level, Archaeological 
Survey of India 
Gujarat State Disaster Management 
Authority  
Indian Institute of Technology, 
Chennai 
Archaeological Survey of India 

Schedule: Daily 
Emergency: Post-earthquake 
 

Alignment of structural members, 
movement in newly added members and 
joints 

Sub-Circle level, Archaeological 
Survey of India 
Gujarat State Disaster Management 
Authority  
Indian Institute of Technology, 
Chennai 

Schedule: Daily 
Emergency: Post-earthquake 
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Splitting of structural members Archaeological Survey of India 
Gujarat State Disaster Management 
Authority  
Indian Institute of Technology, 
Chennai 
Archaeological Survey of India 

Schedule: Daily 
Emergency: Post-earthquake 
 

   

Conservation and Landscape 
Maintenance works 

  

Quality of work during progress of work Sub-Circle and Circle level, 
Archaeological Survey of India 

Schedule: During scheduled and 
emergency works  

Quality of work during after completion Circle and Head Quarters level, 
Archaeological Survey of India 

Schedule: Quarterly  

Landscaping of area abutting protected 
monument (within fenced limits) 

Horticulture Branch and Sub Circle 
level, Archaeological Survey of India 

Schedule: Yearly 

   

Monitoring indicators at Buffer-level   
Land-use conversion and development 
planning 

District Administration of Patan, State 
Government of Gujarat 
Sub-Circle and Circle level, 
Archaeological Survey of India 

Schedule: As scheduled by Town 
Planning Department and as 
petitions are submitted 

Repair, extension and modification of 
existing structures (Unprotected) 

National Monument Authority 
District Administration of Patan, State 
Government of Gujarat 

Schedule: As petitions are submitted 
and during implementation 

Ensuring continuity of low-impact 
agriculture practice 

National Monument Authority District 
Administration of Patan, State 
Government of Gujarat 

Schedule: Daily 

Encroachments and temporary shelters  National Monument Authority 
District Administration of Patan, State 
Government of Gujarat 
Sub-Circle and Circle level, 
Archaeological Survey of India 

Schedule: Daily 
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