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* Sub: Demolition of Hall of Nations & Industries and Nehru Pavilion at Pragati Maidan

Respected Madam,

y _ ‘_ Cohsutting Engineers'Assdciatior; of India (CEAI) is an apex body of Consulting Engineers having 500 members, comprising
\m "~ professional consulting engineering crganisations and eminent engineeting consultants. CEAL is the only Indian Member
‘ : .Associalion of FIDIC {Federation Internationale Des Ingenieurs - Conssils) i.e. lntemat[onal Federation of Consulting
Engineers.

With deep anguish we wrile in relation to the proposed plan of restructuring the Fragati Maidan Complex, New Delhi. We
have learnt that some of the iconic structures viz, Hall of Nations and the Nehru Pavilion, which stood testimany lo the nation's
prawess in structural engineering and architecture on its 25" year of independence, are being demolished fo pave way for
facilifies such as basement parking and a driveway. CEAI, had earlier in January 2014 (lelter enclosed) appealed 10 the
Govemment-fo reject the proposat of demolition of these buildings.

The Hall of Nations constitutes the fargest span concrete space frame structure in the world and was the first of its kind, The
- architecture ingenuity of this structure has been exhibited in several exhibitions including the Pompidou Museum, Paris and
the National Gallery of Modern Art. The Hall of Nations was selected as one of the two structures from the country for an
intemational exhibiton of World’s Most Important Buildings of the 20® Century. The struclure was celebrated by a
‘commemorative stamp issued in 1992 by the Government of India. These exhibition halis have not deleriorated struclurally in
any manner and are still-being used fo organise exhibitions of international standards The Nehru Memorial is also an infegral -
part of the complex. ~ '

These buildings form an integral part of the iconic contemporary architectural heritage of the nation and such struclures must

be preserved and cénserved, They.aiso symbolize the seif-sufficiency of the courfry and provide immenss Inspiration 1o

~students and pracliisners of the profession of architecture. It s suggested that the Government may organise competition to

© . explore the possibililies of lncorpuratlng modern tacillies in these extibition halls and work lowards ils conservation as &
‘Dissign Centre. The entire commmity of architects in the country is deeply concerned with the prospect of demolition of these

’ . " . upigue and-i |comc structures-and therefore pleads that the government may kindly recensider fhlS decision, _
- CEAl offers its unconditionat mvolvement and support i m any décision and action for conservation or medernization of these
a . structures
: '_ Thankmg you,
Youfs Sincerely,
%Lﬁ"’-\
B Sudhlr Dhawan
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