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Subjeet: Demplition c_f Tconic Sl:rtxctu‘res:_ Hall of Natures; Nehry Pavilion .
'Madam B 7 " . -
' A lot of correspondence has been exchanged Wlﬂl reference to the preservauon of the i iconic structures viz Hall of Nations
and Nehru Pavilion between the powers that be in the India Trade Promotion Organisation, Ministry of Commerce and the.
_vatious concerned’ professmnal bodies.like DUAC, INTACH, CEAL IASE from 201 1 onwards fill date. Mcst recent is the
. article printed in the TOI dated November Z“d 2015 that re-iterates the mportancc of preserving the iconic structures; that

% . hear testimony tor the emphatte cxpressxon of a country and 1ts prcfessmnais cmcrgmg ﬁ'om the shadow of centunes of o
T cclomalRaj Ce : : : . : : )

. ¢ Prcs1dent of the Indian Assocmuon of Stmctural Engmeers (IASE) 1 amretteraung the senttments expressed in the Ietter :
e ‘ofmypredecessordated 21“.Tanuary2014 B . . o

- . e.; , 'Largcsl, Span Concrete Space }'ramc Stmcmre in the wulld
T .- b Heritage. Structure in 1ts own nght bIendmg seamlessly with ifs environs. -
B ., - Was ccncepmalﬂed and f'xecuted to-mark the Silver. Jub:lee celebrauone of Independent Indla. '
o d. A"'Stands testuncuv j lhe Indla 3 achevements and excellence both in Archxtecture and bngmccnng

' W}nle the Ofﬁcer on, Speclal Duty, Ms Meenakshx Singh in her reply to Mr Raj Réwal dated 20“1 August 2015 has no
',hesﬂatmn in accepling that the Crafts Museum and National Science Centre “have to be retained as such”, we would be- :
o very grateful ifa similar d.tspensat[on is. acccrded to the Hall of Natmns and Neb.ru Pavilion, that have been ini existence for o
.a szmﬂa.r length of time (if not more) and are strong conteudezs for the Hentage status for the reasons cutlmed earher ‘

: It is all too easy to oblzterate for etennty, a stmcture that ha§ stood the fest of t:lme that isa recogmsable part ef the ctty
skyhne, that ha:bours the mty’s hlstory of archr.tecture and engmeermg norms w1thm its framework. ' .

e As is evident from the correepondence these past few years there isno archmect or engmeermg body that dces not rcveal a
sense of angmsh at the imminent destmctmn of such an iconic structure Iam sure they would only Bé too happy to anpiy
their expertise and nmovatwe ideas to rétain not only the endangered structures hut also. enlarge the site.to mclude the -
' ﬁlture requlrements at the Pragau Ma:dan SIte : -

N ' 'I‘he bluepnnt cf prcgress and developmenl must allow a scamless _;uxtaposmon cf the old aud new; the histcncal and
o : contemporary‘ iconic and funeuonal To build on the ruins of history is too sxmphstlc a solution. - : :

On behalf of the IA?F Td hlce to etrongly support the petition of Mr Mahehdm Raj and Mr Ruj Rewal and sincercly hope
that India Trade Promotion Orgamsatmn, Mnustry of Commerce wﬂl re-think the:r plans to demclmh the Hzll of Nations -
and Nehru Pavilion :

. :r_-::" T

Thauk' you,

_Prof. Ma!ze{sk Tandon -
e Distinguished Visiting Frofessor, IIT Gandhinagar _
- ' President, Indian Association of Structural Engineers
President, Indian Soczety of Wind Engineering :




