
COMPETITION CONDITIONS

ARCHITECTURE  COMPETITION

SILENT 
MEDITATION 
FOREST CABINS

PARTNERS: OZOLINI
TEAMAKERS



CONTENTS
INTRODUCTION
ECOTOURISM
LATVIA ONE OF GREENEST COUNTRIES IN EUROPE
SILENT MEDITATION
OZOLINI TEAMAKERS
THE COMPETITION
SILENT MEDITATION FOREST CABINS
PROJECT PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS
THE COMPETITION SITE
PRIZES
COMPETITION SCHEDULE
REGISTRATION FEES
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
RECOMMENDED SUBMISSION CONTENT
PRESENTATION DELIVERABLES SET
JURY & EVALUATION PROCESS 
MEDIA PARTNERS
ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS
COMPETITION DOCUMENTATION

3 
4
5
7
8
10
10
11
12
16
17
17
18
18
18
19
20
20
20

Bee Breeders Architecture Competition Organisers, 
in partnership with 
OZOLINI TEAMAKERS, 
have prepared this document for the 
SILENT MEDITATION FOREST CABINS
architecture competition. 

Full Competition Terms & Conditions: 
SILENTCABINS.beebreeders.com/terms 

© Bee Breeders 
architecture competition organisers
hello@beebreeders.com
beebreeders.com



Bee Breeders architecture competition organisers in 
partnership with Ozolini Teamakers are asking 

participants to create designs for a replicable silent 
meditation cabin. The cabin’s main purpose would be 
to help guests practice silent meditation, where the 

only sounds they would hear would be the 
sounds of the forest. 

With winning designs being considered for 
construction - and Latvia’s reputation as one of the 

greenest countries in Europe - projects are expected 
to have the potential to become a regional example of 
green building practice, focusing on eco-friendly and 

cost-effective building techniques.

INTRODUCTION
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Enjoying Latvian forests; © Ozolini Teamakers

Ecotourism, as defined by the World Conservation 
Union (IUCN), is "Environmentally responsible travel to 
natural areas, in order to enjoy and appreciate nature 
(and accompanying cultural features, both past and 
present) that promote conservation, have a low visitor 
impact and provide for beneficially active 
socio-economic involvement of local peoples."

Rather than simply sightseeing tours in beautiful, 
natural locations, ecotourism places a strong 
emphasis on conservation, education, traveler 
responsibility and community participation. In order to 
class as ecotourism, it must be sustainable and have a 
positive impact on the environment in which it occurs.

While some forms of ecotourism act to raise funds for 
conservation efforts, some focus more on educating 
the traveler or to build community connections and 
respect for the environment, different cultures and 
human and animal rights. Ecotourism also promotes 
green activities, such as recycling, energy efficiency, 
and water conservation, as well as creating economic 
opportunities for local communities.

ECOTOURISM
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Forests and rivers in atumn, Sigulda, Latvia; © 
Anita Austvika https://www.momenti.lv/

Rowan tree; © Anita Austvika https://www.momenti.lv/

Latvian nature; © Edgars Podnieks https://www.momenti.lv/

Latvia has long been known as one of the greenest 
countries in the world, and was ranked second after 
Switzerland several years ago. Since the publication of 
the Environmental Performance Index (EPI) survey, one 
of the top priorities for the Latvian government has 
been promoting and encouraging green living, 
particularly through its “homo ecos” campaign.

Latvia benefits from a rich and diverse ecosystem, with 
comparatively large areas of pristine nature. 
Approximately 54% of Latvia is forest, making it one of 
the greenest countries in Europe. The wildlands are 
home to a wide variety of species such as  black 
storks, lesser spotted eagles, otters, beaver, lynx, and 
wolves, and great concentrations of deer, wild boar, 
elk and red fox.

Roughly 20% of Latvia is protected land, with four 
national parks, 42 nature parks, 260 nature reserves, 
355 nature monuments, seven protected marine 
areas, 24 micro reserves and a biosphere reserve. 
However, theses resources are finite, and so significant 
measures were taken to preserve them not just for the 
their own sake, but for the economical benefits that 
they provide in terms of tourism.

LATVIA ONE OF 
GREENEST COUNTRIES 
IN EUROPE
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Deer; © Anita Austvika https://www.momenti.lv/
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The act of silent meditation can be a daunting 
prospect for many people, those used to the constant 
communication of modern life. However the benefits of 
silent meditation are ideal for those who experience 
high levels of stress, or those with a hectic lifestyle. It 
allows for a greater understanding of yourself by 
developing a more effective coping strategy for 
managing stress levels.

Escaping the constant bombardment of media 
updates, emails and phone calls allows for a drastic 
increase in effective concentration and a wider 
perspective. Allowing you time to re-focus on yourself 
and your immediate surroundings, silent meditation 
also forces you to talk less and listen more, effectively 
improving your communication skills and challenging 
yourself in a whole new way.

SILENT MEDITATION

Relaxing with tea; © Ozolini Teamakers

Silent mediation in nature; © Marta Logina https://www.momenti.lv/
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Relaxing by the water; © Ozolini Teamakers

Ozolini retreat is located 100 km from Riga, Latvia in 
an area densely rich in natural resources, with as many 
as 50 species of herbal plant life per square metre. 
Surrounded by forest and lakes, visitors are able to 
escape back to nature in this peaceful work meditation 
and eco fitness retreat. 

Discovered almost by accident, the tea created at 
Ozolini draws on 15 years of experience, infusing it 
with apple leaves and locally-sourced organic herbs. 
The tea is collected and created in a certified organic 
farm in the Amata region, where owner Brigita Lukina 
has been making mixtures of tea since the late 1970s. 
Following the advice of Doctor Helēna Rubīne, each 
unique organic tea is created to act as a supplement 
to daily nutrition, and works to improve health.

The location of the Ozolini teamakers is an ideal place 
for guests to restore their connection with nature. 
Surrounded by forest and its very own Lake 
Bezdibenė, the owner's collaborate with programs like 
workaway.info to offer a work meditation and 
eco-fitness retreat for visitors from countries all over 
the world. Ozolini also hosts summer camps in which 
the secrets of medicinal herbs can be explored, and 
various self-awareness workshops take place.
more: http://www.ozolini.lv

OZOLINI TEAMAKERS



Tea ingredients; © Ozolini Teamakers

Mixing in the dried tea ingredients; © Ozolini TeamakersReady tea mixes; © Ozolini Teamakers

© Ozolini Teamakers
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For the Silent Meditation Forest Cabins competition 
participants are asked to create designs for a cabin that 
could be replicated in any number of spots throughout the 
forest. The cabin’s main purpose is to help guests enjoy 
silent meditation, where the only sounds they would hear 
would be the sounds of nature. The cabin should have 
sufficient area for guests to meditate, write, draw, or create 
using materials found in nature, allowing them to let go of 
the external world and reconnect with their souls in nature’s 
wild perfection.

The silent meditation cabins would need to be able to 
accommodate just a single person, and offer them basic 
and humble living conditions. 

With competition winners being put forward for 
consideration for construction, designs for the The Silent 
Meditation Forest Cabins should focus on eco-friendly and 
cost-effective building techniques. As Latvia has a 
reputation as one of Europe’s greenest countries, the 
structure should have the potential to become a regional 
example of green building practice.

THE COMPETITION
SILENT MEDITATION 
FOREST CABINS
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 •   Comfortable living accommodation to a single 
person for 4-5 days;
 •   Non site specific - must be versatile enough to 
be replicated in different forest locations;
 •   Operational in all seasons - resistant to the 
elements of heat, cold, rain, snow and wind;
 •   Maxiumum floor area 15m2; Sufficient clear 
floor area for meditation;

PROJECT PROPOSAL 
REQUIREMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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 •   Small food and water storage;
 •   Mosquito proof;
 •   Alternative lighting options (no electricity 
available);
 •   Heating system for winter months must be 
suggested;

 •   Recommended construction material - wood;
 •   Dry toilet reccomended;
 •   Practice the environmentally responsible and 
resource - efficient construction methods;
 •   Low maintenance in terms of both effort and 
costs;

The project qualities listed above are minimum requirements; the competition brief 
is open for adaptation and improved development strategies.



OZOLINI COORDINATES:
@ 57.035973,25.4111894

There is no specific location set for the cabins. 
Participants must present designs for a cabin that is 
versatile enough to be constructed in different sites in the 
forest.

Ozolini  retreat is located 100 km from Riga, Latvia in a 
long-inhabited patch of landscape which features once 
extensively grazed and selectively logged mixed-species 
forest, wetlands, solitary trees, old farms, small arable 
fields, meadows, and pastures. 

Over the years the forest has gradually turned into 
ancient woodlands, and become host to all manner of 
rare plant and animal species and unique life forms. The 
forest is impressive in appearance, with huge biodiversity 
offering a world of holistic possibilities.

In terms of local topography, the competition site is 
located on a small ridge and is surrounded by huge 
Norway Spruce (Picea abies) with only small openings in 
the canopy allowing sunlight to penetrate the tree 
crowns. Blueberries (Vaccinium myrtillus) spread 
throughout the area, and during spring time, forest 
anemones (Anemone spp) flourish in abundance. 

THE COMPETITION SITE
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1 - Ozolini household; Tea storage and tea drying facilities;
2 - Forest (competition site)
3 - Lake Bezdibenė
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FOREST (COMPETITION SITE)
MORE PHOTOGRAPHS AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT
SILENTCABINS.BEEBREEDERS.COM
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LAKE BEZDIBENE
MORE PHOTOGRAPHS AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT
SILENTCABINS.BEEBREEDERS.COM
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OZOLINI HOUSE; TEA STORAGE AND TEA DRYING FACILITIES;
MORE PHOTOGRAPHS AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT
SILENTCABINS.BEEBREEDERS.COM



3 winning proposals, 2 special award recipients and 6 honourable mentions will be selected. 
Bee Breeders will award a total of US $6,000 in prize money to competition winners as follows:

The Silent Meditation Forest Cabins are planned to be constructed with all winning and honourable 
mention designs to be put forward for consideration for the final design of the building.

More information about the special awards at 
SILENTCABINS.beebreeders.com

CERTIFICATE: 
Bee Breeders will acknowledge the 
outstanding performance of all winners 
and honourable mentions with 
Certificates of Achievement.
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1st Prize

US $3,000
2nd Prize

US $1,500
3rd Prize

US $500

BB Student Award

US $500
BB Green Award

US $500
+ 6 HONOURABLE MENTIONS

PRIZES

Prize money

US $6,000

PUBLICATIONS:
The winners will get international art and design media 
coverage and will be featured on the Bee Breeders 
website. 
A full list of media partners who have committed to 
present the competition winners in their publications 
can be found at SILENTCABINS.beebreeders.com



* See requirements here:   
  beebreeders.com/competition-registration-types

COMPETITION 
SCHEDULE

Early Bird Registration
MAY 21 - JUNE 22

Advance Registration
JUNE 23 - AUGUST 3

Last Minute Registration
AUGUST 4 - OCTOBER 23

Last Minute Registration US $140

Advance Registration US $120

Early Bird Registration US $90

US $120

US $100

US $70

Architects, designers, 
enthusiasts and 

companies Students*

Closing date for registration
OCTOBER 23, 2018

Closing date for submission
NOVEMBER 19, 2018 (11:59pm GMT)

Announcement of the winners
DECEMBER 18, 2018

REGISTRATION
FEES 
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•   Elevations; (suggested scale 1:50) 
•   Primary sections; (suggested scale 1:50) 
•   Primary floor plans; (suggested scale 1:50) 
•   Enlarged sections and elevations highlighting 

key spaces or relationships; (suggested scale 
1:10)

•   Details: (suggested scale 1:5)
•   Envelope
•   Key materials
•   Site or landscape

•   Axonometrics providing information on building 
systems or illustrating key architectural 
concepts;

•   Diagrams: 
•   Circulation 
•   Public versus private space
•   Lighting
•   Landscaping
•   Energy systems

•   Perspectives:
•   Primary interior spaces
•   Primary site locations

Please note the PRESENTATION DELIVERABLES SET 
listed above is a suggestion only. Participants can 
choose to use the entire list, a selection from it, or 
propose a completely different set that would explain 
their design in the most efficient manner.

PRESENTATION 
DELIVERABLES SET
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•   Participants are required to upload four (4) A2 
landscape-orientated presentation boards 
(must not exceed 5mb per jpg) with sketches, 
renderings, plans, sections, elevations, 
diagrams, and/or other presentation tools to 
explain their proposal. 

•   No video files are accepted. 
•   All information provided in writing must be 

in English. 
•   All submissions must be uploaded via the 

beebreeders.com upload panel. Access 
information and instructions on how to upload 
the presentation panel will be issued to 
participants via email immediately after 
successful registration. 

•   Presentation boards must not indicate any 
information related to individual's/team's 
identity. 

Participants who do not comply with the requirements 
will be disqualified without refund.

SUBMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS

•   Proposed plans, sections and multiple internal 
and external perspectives demonstrating the 
spatial quality of the cabin and the host house 
as well as operational needs and accessibility 
requirements. 

•   Demonstration of project construction, 
materiality, functions, management and 
maintenance; approach to environment, 
energy and sustainability, indoor environment 
and logistics. 

•   Visualizations; artist impression to illustrate 
how their proposal fits in with the quality, value, 
and significance of the historical and modern 
Latvia.

RECOMMENDED 
SUBMISSION CONTENT
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Competition jury consists of two jury panels: 
•   Core jury panel
•   Consultative jury panel

Full jury panel members list is published at SILENTCABINS.beebreeders.com. 

The core and consultative jury panel will be responsible for setting the criteria that 
participants need to fulfill based on the site and brief and will evaluate each 
submission accordingly. 

Participants are advised to research both the working site and previous similar case 
studies as part of the design process. 

“SILENT MEDITATION FOREST CABINS” is a competition, which encourages 
participants to experiment with the limits of architecture. The jury may choose to 
reward projects that show a high degree of creativity, even if they breach any of the 
rules, as long as it’s justified.

JURY & EVALUATION PROCESS 

Top 3 winners: 

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist of 
40 from all submitted entries. 

Consultative jury panel will select 9 competition 
finalists from the shortlist. 

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the top 3 winning projects and the 
6 honourable mentions.

1

2

3

Student Award:

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist of 
40 from all submitted student entries. 

Consultative jury panel will select 9 competition 
finalists from the shortlist. 

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the winning project.

1

2

3

Green Award:

Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist of 
40 from all submitted entries.

Consultative jury panel will select 9 competition 
finalists from the shortlist.

Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and 
select the winning project.

1

2

3



20

A full list of media partners who have committed to 
present the competition winners in their publications 
can be found at SILENTCABINS.beebreeders.com 

For potential media partners who are also interested in 
covering the present competition and its winners, 
please contact us at hello@beebreeders.com 

Competition press kit (in English) and banners are 
available at SILENTCABINS.beebreeders.com/press

Bee Breeders architecture competition organisers 
would like to hear from representatives of universities, 
schools, and colleges offering architecture/design 
studies. 

Contact us to receive special student rates for group 
registration (discount applies for 3+ registrations from 
one university/school) as well as further information 
and support to get your students involved in 
architecture competitions. 

Send us a request from your university email address 
along with basic information about you and your 
university/school. 

Please note that only recognized university staff can 
apply for the reduced student rate.

MEDIA
PARTNERS

ARCHITECTURE 
STUDENTS

The following information is available for download at 
SILENTCABINS.beebreeders.com: 

•   Full competition brief 
•   Context photographs 

All information can be downloaded as often as 
required; no additional information or material will be 
provided after registration.

The brief and all associated documentation for this 
competition are for the sole purpose of an academic 
exercise and are not legal documents.

The provided materials, or alternatives, can be used, 
created, or sourced at the participant's discretion.

COMPETITION 
DOCUMENTATION
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Full Competition Terms & Conditions: 
SILENTCABINS.beebreeders.com/terms 

© Bee Breeders 
Architecture Competition Organisers 

hello@beebreeders.com
Beebreeders.com


