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The role of matter has often been marginalised in much of philosophical thought. Rapid 
scientific and technological advances in the twentieth century, however, have since 
heightened the awareness of our place in the world as embodied human beings. This has 
revealed a pressing urgency to confront the ethical and political implications of our material 
practices within the dynamic terrain of contemporary times. As such, recognising the 
importance of material factors has led to an emergence of ways in which our prevailing 
understandings of material reality can be transformed. These recent accounts of a new 
materialist philosophy call for a redefinition of matter: not an inert or passive substance as 
traditionally conceived, but rather that which is in possession of an inherently unpredictable 
force and vitality.  

Investigations into the agency of matter are currently occurring in areas such as material 
culture, ecocritical discourses, material feminisms, and science studies, where material reality 
has been given particular emphasis. This is not an abandonment of historical legacies of 
materialist thought, but an attempt to reconsider the notion of matter in the face of various 
geopolitical and biotechnological forces acting in the world today.  The turn to envisioning 
new processes of materialisation thus attempts to cultivate a paradigm that rethinks the 
dualities of nature and culture, language and reality, mind and body, and the human and the 
inhuman. As an emerging interdisciplinary field, the new materialist studies precipitate a 
radicalisation of what ‘matter’ truly means. 
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