
Lost in Conversation 
Constructing the Oral History of Modern Architecture 
 

November 1st, 2013 – School of Architecture, University of Queensland (Brisbane) 
Conveners: Janina Gosseye, Deborah van der Plaat, Naomi Stead 
 
9.00 – 9.30:  registration 
 
9.30 – 10.00:  welcome & opening lecture by Deborah van der Plaat (UQ, Australia) 
 Architectural History, Oral History and Gender? 
 
10.00 – 10.20:  Silvia Micheli (University of Queensland, Australia) 
 Narrate, uomini, la vostra storia. Reassessing an Understanding of 1960s 

and 1970s Italian Architecture 
10.20 – 10.40:  Louise Stevenson (University of Auckland, New Zealand) 
 Re-constructing Colonial Modern Architecture in the Pacific: 

Conversations with my Father 
10.40 – 11.00:  discussion 
 
11.00 – 11.30:  coffee break 
 
11.30 – 11.50:  Julia Gatley (University of Auckland, New Zealand) 
 Life at the Rotherham House in the 1950s and 1960s 
11.50 – 12.10:  Adele Leah (Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand) 
 Housing Analysis: Learning from Oral Interviews 
12.10 – 12.30:  discussion 
 
12.30 – 14.00:  lunch break 
 
14.00 – 14.20:  Sara Lee (University of Auckland, New Zealand) 
 Taiwan: Cities between Worlds' - Drawing between Memory, Domesticity 

and the City 
14.20 – 14.40:  Janina Gosseye (UQ, Australia / TUDelft, The Netherlands) 
 Paten House 1963-’67: A Client’s Story 
14.40 – 15.00: discussion 
 
15.00 – 15.30:  coffee break 
 
15.30 – 15.50:  Hannah Lewi (University of Melbourne, Australia) 
 Scene 5: Cut to Interview with the Designer Smoking his Pipe 
15.50 – 16.10:  Naomi Stead (University of Queensland, Australia) 
 Architectural Testimony, Account, and Confession: the Privacy and 

Publicity of Oral Histories in Architecture 
16.10 – 16.30:  discussion 
 
17.00 – 18.00:  film compilation of oral history recordings 


